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JOURNALS 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


4 


NINTH CONGRESS, 


OF THE 


‘REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATION, 7 
W asmneron, December 2d, AAt. $ 


The Housé of Representatives met in annual session, in 
accordance with law. l 

The Hon. Anson Jones, Secretary of Statey in the thair, 
proceededed to organize the House. 
,. The former chief clerk, Mr. James H. Raymond, officia- - 
ted as chief clerk pro tem. 
_ The roll of counties being called'in alphabetical order, the 
following members came forward, presented their ereden- 


dy 


4 


4 


tials, took the oath prescribed by the constitution, and their 
seats, to wil. 
Hon. S. K. Lewis, of Austin county, 

“S, B. Jobas, of Bowie county, 

‘© Tod Robinson, of Brazoria county, 

ss Wm. Menefee, of Colorado county, 

s G. A. Parker, of Fort Bend county, 

A. H. Jones, of Gonzales county, 

“Wa. T, Scott, of Harrison county, 

“« Wm. T. Sadler, of Houston county, 

“ — George Sutherland, of Jackson county, 

“ D. McFarlane, of Matagorda county, 

«©  Jobn M. Lewis, of Montgomery county, 

©“ G. B. Erath, of Milam county, 

«J.H. Moffett, of Nacogdoches county, 

‘© John Dunn, ot Refugio county, 

s. Wm. R. Scurry, of Red River county, 

“ ~~ David Gage, of Rusk county, 

“ John S. Ford, of San Augustine county, 

“ B.R. Wallage, of | do. do. 

* A. S. Cunningham, of Victoria county. 
motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. J; W, Stoddard was aps 
Seemrceant-at-Arms pro tem. 
On Wn of Mr. Gage, Mr. Cockburn was appointed door- 


keeper pro tem. 
‘ There not being a quorum present, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until tox 
morrow, at 3 o'clock, P.M. _. , c 
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TurspAy, Dec, 3d, 1844, 


: The House met pursuant to adjournment; the roll being 
called, the following members answered to their names, to 
wit: we, Sok z 

Messrs. Lewis of A., Johns, Robinson, Menefee, Parker, - 
Jones, Scott, Sadler, Sutherland, McFarlane, Lewis of Ms 
Erath, Moffett, Dunn, Scurry, Gage, Ford, Wallace and 
Cunningham. n — — " 


$ 


The roll of counties being called;-the following members - 
came forward, presented their credentials, took the oath pre- 
scribed by the constitution, and their séats, lo wit ż 

Hop. E. Mabry, of Bastrop county, 
- D.C. Ogden, of Bexar county.: ` ants 
“E. M. Millican, of Brazos county. 
« S. W. Perkins, of Brazoria county; 
“« A. Williams, of Fayette county, 
«o J. W. Johnson, of Goliad county, 
© J.W. Henderson, of Harris county; 
«G. W. Smyth, of Jasper county, 
« Jas. Armstrong, of Jefferson county, 
“= Benj. Hardin, of Liberty county, 
“W. K. Cooke, of Robertson county, 
«Jas. Truit, of Shelby county, 
«© R M. Williamson, of Washington county. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House proceeded to the 
election of a Speaker—Mr. McFarlane rominated Mr. Lewis 
of Montgomery, and Mr, Sutherland nominated Mr. Menefee. 

Messrs. Parker, Mabry and Johns were appointed tellers. 

The House then proceeded to ballot, whereupon, Mr. 
Lewis received 16 votes, Mr. Menefee 15. , So 

‘Mr. Lewis having received a majority of all *#jedk votes, 
was declared duly- elected Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the ninth Congress, ofthe Republie of Texas. 

Messrs. Sutherland and Wallace- were appointed a com- 
mittee to wait upon the Speaker elect, and conduct him to 
the chair, which was acéordingly done; _whereupon the 
Speaker addressed the House as follows: e 3 


Gentlemen ofthe House of Representatives : 


Unpractised in the duties of the station you have assigned 
me, I must ask in advance. that indulgence at your hands, 
necessary to the forgiveness of the-many unintentional grrors 
i may commit, and your aid in conducting the proceedings 
of the House with propriety and usefulness. - 

Coming, gentlemen, as you do, from every part of the 
conntry—acquainted as you-denbtless are, with ibe wants 
and interests of your constituents—we may, gentlemen, by 

a wise and judicious exercise of the powers with whigh we 


6 8 
are invested, promote the happiness and prosperity. of our 
common country—elevate and dignify its character! 

Regarded as I am, by many, as a decided partizan, I trust 
you will believe that I have too much regard for the obliga- - 
tions of official integrity, to permit the party predilections 
which may hitherto have characterized my political conduct, 
to betray me into a departure from the imperious mandates | 
of duty and of justice. 

Feeling, as I do, the most sincere commiseration for the 
suffering of the West, and the liveliest interest in its security, 
deeply concerned for the welfare of the East, and united as 
I am by the most sacred obligations of gratitude and affection 
to the middle portion of the Republic, 1 am conscious of a 
sincere and earnest desire to promote, so far as I am con- 
cerned, the varied interests of every part of the country, and 
to dispense stern justice to every member of this House. 

I ask you then, gentlemen ofthe House of Representa- 
tives, to unite with me in offering up, on the altar of our 
country’s good, all personal prejudices—all party animosi- 
ties. Let the good of our country be the polar star of our 
legislative action. 


I thank you, gentlemen, for the distinguished honor you ` 
have o@iisrred upon me. 

On hétion of Mr. Robinson, the House proceeded to the 
election ofa Chief Clerk. The Speaker appointed Messrs. 
Perkins, Truit and Ford tellers. | 

Mr. Williamson nominated Mr. Jas. H. Raymond; Mr. 
Smith nominated Mr. W. D. ‘Miller; Mr. Armstrong nomi- 
nated Mr. Joseph Waples. 

The luse then proceeded to the election. Mr. Ray- 
mond reg@gived fifteen votes; Mr. Miller received nine votes; 
Mr. Waples received eight votes. 

There being no election, the House proceeded te a second 
ballot. Mr. Raymond received twenty votes; Mr. Miller 
received seven votes; Mr. Waples received five votes. 

Mr. Raymond having received a majority of allthe votes, 
was declared duly elected Chief Clerk of the House of Rep» 
resentatives. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House proceeded to the 
election ofan Assistant Clerk. 

Mr. Williamson noininated:Mr. John M. Swisher, There 


my 


ep 


béing-no.other nomination, Mr. Swisher was declared ‘duly 


-elected by acclamation. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House proceeded tò the 
election of Engrossing Clerk . 
‘Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. Benj: F. Hyl; Mr. Wallace 


"nominated Mr. Jno. W. Mann; Mr, Lewis, of Montgomery, 


-nominated Mr. Edward Bantom; Mr. McFarlane nominated 


Mr. C. B. Snow. ; 

The members having voted, the result was as follows :— 
Mr. Hill received eighteen votes; Mr. Mann received six 
votes; Mr. Banton received five votes ;- Mr. Snow received 
two votes. . ' 

Mr. Hill having received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly elected Engrossing Clerk. 

. On motion of Mr, Williamson, the House went into an 
election forEnrolling Clerk. . 

Mr. Williamson nominated Mr. Jas. M. Long; Mr. Scurry 
nominated Mr. M. H. Chevallie; Mr. Truit nominated Mr. 
U. F. .Case3. whereupon, the ballot was- taken, Mr. Che- 
vallie received twenty votes; Mr. Long received eight votes ; 
Mr. Case received four votes. . 

Mr. Chevallie having received a majority of all the votes, 
was declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House went-into an 
election ‘for Sergeant-at-Arms. i 

Mr. Henderson nominated Mr. J. W. Stoddard ; Mr. Arm-, 
strong nominated Mr. J. M. Alexander; Mr. Smith nomina- 


| ted Mr. N. Halbert. i 


The ballot being taken, the result was as follows.: —Mr. 


| Stoddard received thirteen votes; Mr. Alexandergreceived 


fifteen votes; Mr. Halbert received five votes. N@fther can- 
didate having received a majority of all the votes, the House 
proceeded to.a second ballot, when Mr. Stoddard recerved 
twelve votes ; Mr. Alexander received seventeen votes; Mr. 
Halbert received -two-votes. 

Mr. Alexander having received a majority of all the votes, 
was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms. 

_.On motion of Mr,-Erath, the House proceeded to the elec- 

tion of a Door-Keeper. 3 

Mr. Erath nominated Mr. Francis Hughes; Mr. Lewis, of 


-Montgomery, nominated Mr. Mangrum:; Mr. Johnson nomi- 
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nated Mr. Wm. Cockburn; Mr. Wallace nominated Mr. 
O’ Neal ie 

The ballot being taken, the result was as follows: Mr. 
Hughes received nineteen votes ; Mr. Mangum received three, 
votes ; Mr. Cockkurn received six votes; Mr. O’Néal received 
three votes. 

Mr. Hughes having received a majority ofallthe votes, 
was declared duly elected Door-Keeper. 

The officers elect came forward, and were sworn by the 
Speaker, to a faithful performance of their respective duties, 

Qn motion of Mr. Parker, a committee of three was ap- 
pointed to wait upon the Senate, and inform that body that 
the House of Representatives, of the ninth Congress,. was 
organized, and ready to proceed to business. 

Messrs. Parker, Sutherland and Henderson were appoin- 
said committee. . 

A committee from the Senate, announced that the Senate 
had organized, and were ready to proceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, a committee was appointed to 
act in conjunction with a similar committee on the part ofthe 
Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, the President, and in- 
form him that the two Houses of Congress had organized, 
and were ready to receive any communications he might 
have to make. x 4 

Messrs. Scurry, Johns and Perkins were appointed said 
committee; and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, the Chief 
Clerk was despatched to inform the Senate ofthe same. ' 

The committee appointed-to inform the Senate of the or- 
ganization of the House, reported duty performed. 

The committee appointed to act in conjuncticn with a com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellen- 
cy, the President, returned; and reported that the President 
would deliver, in person, a message to the two Houses of 
Congress, at tt o’clock to-morrow morning. eet 

Mr. Henderson moved to adopt the standing rules of the 
House of Representatives of the eighth Congress for the gov- 
ernment of the present session. 

' Mr. Parker moved to amend by adding, “ and that Jeffer~ 
son's manual be adopted*in all cases where the rules are six 
lent; accepted by Mr. Hendersen, and motion carried. 


Hioc ona 


~ 


morrow, at half pest 10 o'clock, a. M. 


9. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, the Speaker was requested 
to appoint the usual standing committees. 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjouraed until to- 


a EI e 


WerpnespAy, Dee. 4, 10 clock, a. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; the roll being 
called, the following members an wehey to their naos to 
wit: ' 

Messrs. Speaker, E TN Cunningham, Daan, Hak, 
Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Jobnson, Lewis, 
McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of 
Jasper, Trait, Wallace, Williams, and Williamson. 

A quorum present. ~ 

The journals of tke two preceding days were read and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sadler, a committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Sadler, McFarlane and Williams, to wait 
upon the Senate, and invite that body toseats within the 
bar of the eae to receive the message of the President’at 
11 o’clock this day. 

The committee returned,and reported performance n 

On motion of Mr. Parker, that portion of the third rule of 
the standing rules of the House, requiring the Speaker to 
rise when a motion is put to the House, was suspended. 

Mr. Henderson moved thatthe chief clerk of the House 
have a suflicient quantity of Ayes and Noes printed for the — 
session, 

Mr. Erath moved to amend, by appointing a select. ccm- 
mittee on printing to contract Dr the same; amendment ac- 
cepted and motion lost. 

A. message was received from tha Senate, informing the 
House that they had acca ptee the invitation to seats wie 
the har. 

Also, the following communication, from the. Senate was 
Tead.. yiz: 
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SENATE’ CHAMBER, * 


“To the Honorable the Speaker of the a? 


House of Representatives : 4 
Sir—Under the instructions of the Senate, I have the hon- 
or herewith to transmit to your honorable body a list: ofthe 
officers of the Senate, elected at its present session. 
Hon. John A. Greer, President of the Senate pro tem. 
Henry J. Jewett, Secretary. 
Alfred W. Luckett, Assistant Secretary. 
H. W. Raglin, Engrossing and Enrolling Clerk. 
S W. Pipkin, Sergeent-at-Arms. 
James Neely. Door-Keeper. 
Very-respectfully, 
HENRY J. JEWETT, 
‘Secretary of the Senate. 
The Senate appeared, headed-by their President pro tem, 
who was invited to a seat by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the members to seats prenared for them. 
The annual message of His Excellency the President was 


read by the chiefclerk of the House of Representatives, as 
follows: - 


` EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, December 7th, 1844. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatwes : 

In meeting again, and forthe last time during my official 
term, now about to close, the assembled representatives of 
the people of Texas, in their annual session, I avail myself of 
the occasion to congratulate them upon the condition of the 
country, in its foreign and domestic relations, and to join 
with them in unaffected thanks toa propitious Providence for’ 
the numerous favors which have been vouclisafed to us as a 
people. We have many reasons to feel grateful to that om- 


nipotent arm which has been so constantly stretched out to` 


supply our wants and sustain us in every trial, alike in peace 
' and war. Ep - 

‘As my services as Chief Magistrate must now so soon come 
to an end, it will only‘be necessary for me to lay before the 
Honorable Congress a succinct view of the principal transac« 


Li- 


-tions of the Government within the last year, and to make 
such suggestions as may naturally arise out of the facts sub- 
-submitted—leaving to my successor the further-duty of pro- 
{posing for legislative consideration, such subjects as may 
seem to him proper for the security and welfare of the nation. 
Since your last adjournment, our relations have been ex- 
tended upon the continent of Europe, by the negociation of 
treaties of amity, navigation and commerce with some of the 
German States, with which a respectable trade, convenient 
land profitable, has already sprung up. 
' The Governments of Great Britain and France, still. main- 
„tain towards us those sentiments of friendship and good feel- 
ing, which have ever marked their intercourse with us, and 
‘which it should continue to be our studious care, by every 
proper manifestation on our part, to strengthen and recipro- 
cate. There is no ground to suspect that the late agitation of 
‘international questions between this Republic and that of the 
United States, has, in any degree, abated their desire for our 
continued prosperity and independence, or caused them te 
'relax their good offices to bring about the speedy and hon- 
-orable adjustment of our difficulties with Mexico. That they 


nent independence as a nation, is not only natural, but entire- 
ly commendable. They will never require of us, I am fully 
assured, any sacrifice of honor or interest; and if they. did, 
we should be quite free, as I am certain we should be ready, 


of our origin and progress to suppose, for an instant, that we 
vould under any circumstances, surrender one jot or tittle of 
hat liberty and right to self government which we achieved 
n the sanguinary conflicts of revolution, or give up a single 
rivilege secured to us by our laws and constitution. They 
wil not ask it—they do not expect it—we would not yield it. 

Qar relations with the United States remain in the same 
condition as at the time of my last annual communication. 
Weare still without any treaty stipulations between the twa 
countries, Within thetwo last years, all attempts at their. 


that government.. That any effort for the same purpose will 
meet with better success, forsome time to come, kam wholly 
unable to determine, E 


„should evince anxiety tor our separate existence, and perma-.- 


o refuse it. They are too well acquainted with the history 


oe 


establisnment have been negatived by the ratifying power of 


# 
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In all but the name, we still continue at peace with Mesi 
co. Since the autumn of 1842, no incursion has been made 


within. our borders. The moral effect of public opinion | 


throughought the enlightened world, if not the decided inter; 
vention of powers mutually friendly, seemsto have arrested 
that course of conduct heretofore practised against us, on the 


part of our enemy, and so plainly subversive of every rule of 


honorable warfare. 

Those of our citizens, who surrendered to the officers of 
Mexico, under pledges of the treatment usually accorded to 
prisoners of war, have all been released from the captivity in 
which they were so perfidiously retained, and permitted tó 
return home, with the exception of Mr. José Antonio Navar- 
ro, one of the ill-fated number composing the Santa Fé expe- 
dition, who alone remains to bear the vengeance of a govern- 
. ment which seems to delight in inflicting upon a helpless in- 
dividual those wrongs and cruelties which would degrade 
the head ofany other nation to a level with the rudest sav- 
age. 

The laws of the last Congress touching our prisoners in 
Mexico, were carried out as fully and as speedily as circum- 
stances would permit. 

The commission sent out by this government to confer with 
a similar commission on the part of .Wesico, in regard to the 
establishment of an armistice between the two countries, 
concluded their labors in the month of February last. Un- 
der the instructions by which they were governed, it became 
necessary for the Executive to approve. or reject their pro~ 
ceedings. As soon as they were submitted, he did not hesi- 
tate, for reasons palpably manifest, to adopt the latter course. 


The subsequent manifesto of the Mexican Government, in ' 


relation to this subject, disregarding as it did every ordinary - 
. courtesy, even between belligerents, and descending into the . 


vilest and most unmerited abuse of the people of Texas, forc- 


ed upon the President the necessity of a responses He ac- 
cordiugly replied in such terms as he believed the oceasion 


required at bis hands. l 

Our Indian affairs are inas good condition as the most 
‚sanguine could reasonably have anticipated. When'it is re- 
membered that a great while necessarily elapsed before the 
various tribes, all of whom were in a state of the-most bitter 


La 


hostility, could'be reached through the agents of the Govern- 
ment, and that they are now, taken as different communities, 
completely pacified and in regular friendly intercourse with 
our trading establishments, inthe judgment of the unpreja- 
diced and impartial,. the policy which would incalca “and 
maintain peace, and thereby save the frontiers from savage 
depredations and butcheries, will be viewed as satisfactorily 
demonstrated. It is not denied, that there are among the In- 
dians, as among our own people, individuals who will disre- 
gard all law and commit excesses.of the most flagrant char- 
‘acter; but it ts unjust to attribute to a tribe or body of men 
disposed to obey the laws, what is properly. chargeable to a 
few renegades and desperadoes. Other governments of far 
superior resources for imposing restraints upon the wild men 
of the forests and prairies, have not been exempt from the 
‘infraction of treaties and the occasional commission of acts of 
‘yapine and blood, We must therefore expect to suffer in a 
greater or less degree fromthe same causes. But even this, 
‘in the opinion of the Executive, does not furnish overruling 
| testimony against the Hip he has constantly recom- 
; mended, and which he hag had the happiness to see so fully 
and so satisfactorily tested. 

The appropriation made by the last Congress, for the ser- 
| vice of the Indian department forthe present year, has been 
‘found insufficient to meet the necessary expenditures. Ad 
additional sum is therefore respectfully asked to cover out- 


Ether to not more than four thousand dollars. . 

$ It will appear from the report of the Secretary of the 
mUreasury, that the finances.of the country are in the most 
@oealthy and prosperous condition. Tt is believed the receipts 
@irom the various sonrces of revenue will at least equal the 
q ©xpenditures—and perhaps leave a small surplus in the Trea- 
gsury. The Executive has no.hesitation in declaring that this 
f would have been the case to a comparatively large amount, 
f if the recommendations he has so frequently made in relation 
to the more prompt and certain collection of the revenues, 
‘had been responded: to by the Hon Congress, by the enact- 


} for this object. It is-plainly unjust that the law-abiding citi- 
f zen and, faithful officer, should be charged with the burihens 


f standing liabilities necessarily incurred—~amounting altoges _ 


+ 


ment of the legal provisions-deemed absolutely a eats . 


T4 
of government, and the dishonest and unpatriotic be permit 
ted by the defects of our statutes, to be relieved from the 
contribution of their fair proportion: Had the necessary laws: 
been passed, as recommended, we should have received from 
customs, upon our eastern boundary, as is estimated, sortie 


seventy-five thousand dollars more, annually, than have been | 


collected; making, within the last three years, the sum of 
two hundred and twenty-five thousand‘dollars, which has 
been totally lost, and which-at this time, would enable us to 
be in afar better state of preparation for the contingencies to 
which every nation is liable, and for undertaking the various 
improvements which our situation,-as a rising people, makes 
obligatory upor us. oo. . l l 
t is only nevessary to mention, in drderto show the stri* 
king propriety of adequate amendments to’our revenue laws, 
that tlie defalcations whith have already occurred in the col- 
lection‘ of the direct tax alone amount td more than fifty-two 
thousand’ dollars’; and the defalcations of the late’ collectors- 
of import duties at the two ports’ of Galvestou and San Au- 
gustine, reach nearly thirty thousand dollars. It is obvious, 
therefore, thatthe-laws must be so’ improved, by the action 
of the legislature, as to secure the more cértain and prompt 
collection and transmission of the public moneys: Oiher-’ 
- wise, no‘safe calculation can be made as to the means annu- 
ally appropriated for the support of goverriment. 

The total amount of expenditures for all purposes during 
the’ present administration, up tothe first of November last,: 
excluding fifty thousand eight hundred and seventy-three 
dollars: and eighty-two cents, incurred during the adminis- 
tration of my predecessor and paid by this; is four hundred’ 


and sixty thousand two hundred and’nine dollars-and: eigh- 


teen cents. The receipts forthe same period’aré estimated 
at four hundred/and sixty-six thousand one hundred and fifty- 
eight dollars and nine cents—leaving a balance of five thous- 


and nine hundred and forty-eight doilars’ and’ ninety-one' 


cents, after carrying: on the Government for the last three’ 
years. It should’ be mentioned, also,. that the estimate’ of 


" expenditures, dates back to the first of December, 1841, and 


that of receipts to the first of February, 1842, at which 
time Exchequer bills began tobe’ received for revenue—a 
space of two months, during which the expenses: of Govern 


ae 
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ment were being incurred without the receipt’of a délfar te 
meet them. i 

It appears from the several enactments on the subject, that 
the amount appropriated for sustaining the post office èstab- 
lishment during’ the administration of my predecessor, was 
two hundred and fifty-two thousand nine hundred and seven- 
ty dollars sand that the like appropriations during the last 
three years, for the same purpose,- amount to but about 
twenty-nine thousand. Notwithstanding, however, this great 
difference in the means-afforded for the support‘of this im- 
portant branch of the public service, it is believed that, by 
the exercise of proper economy, the mails have been regular- 
ly transported upon-all the routes prescribed by law, so:as 
to give the greatest benefits possible under the means which. 
could be applied. 

This statement, it’ is believed, will best explain the con- 
duct of the administration in the management of its finances ; 
and perhaps satisfy the people of the Republic, that all with- 
in its power has been done to economise the means’ whick 
they had contributed for the support of our institutions. Muck 
hardship has been encountered, and sometimes extreme per- 
plexity endured, by all the public officers, from: the fluctua-- 
tions to which the carrency has been subjected. But they 
have the satisfaction to know, that although they have fre- 
quently received less than one half the compensation assign- ` 
ed them-by law,-for their services, they have materially as- 
one in‘sustaining their country:in the‘time of'difficulty and 
need.. 

During the'past summer, -dissentions of‘a most'unfòrtunate - 
character, arising -from private and’ personal causes, and 
leading to the most deplorable excesses against life and pro- 
perty, existed'in the county of Shelby and extended-‘in some 
degree to: the surrounding districts. ‘The necessity for the 
prompt intervention of-the Government, to arrest this state of - 
things, became imperative ; and, accordingly, the Executive 
proceeded in person toa convenient point near the scene of 
difficulties, and ordered out a military force: deemed cuffi-- 
stent for the effectual‘ attainment ofthe object: in: view. He’ 
is: happy to say that the citizen soldiery: obeyed the call upon 
their patriotic services with the utmost alacrity y by whick 
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the reign of order and. the supremacy of the laws were speed- 
ily re-established. i 

It was deemed prudent, in order to secure the maintenance 
of these blessings, and to give due protection to the civil au- 
thorities in the administration of justice, to station a compa- 


ny of men in the county of Shelby. For this purpose a corps ° 


of volunteers were enrolled, and continued in serv:ce as long 
as the Government thought it advisable for the preservation 
of peace. ` l 

The Executive does not doubt that the Honorable Con- 
gress will readily perceive the necessity „which existed for 
the exertion of the strength of the Government for the sup- 
pression of the disorders alluded to; and that ‘they will as 
readily make provision for the payment of the expenses in- 
curred in doing so. 

It appears that the force authorized to be kept in service 
for the protection of the south-western frontier has not been 
adequate to afford the security anticipated. The Govern- 
ment, being desirous to extend every facility in its power for 
the better security of that border, authorized the raising of a 
company, in adddition to that already inthe field. The ex- 
penses thus incurred are small; and itis hoped that the ne- 
cessary means will be provided for their payment. 

Reports from the several Departments and Bureaus of Go- 
vernment are herewith respectfully submitted; and the at- 
tention of the Honorable Congress invited to their contents, 

I have now only to add the hope, that your deliberations 
may be characterized by that wisdom and harmony so essen- 
tial to the attainment of those great ends for which you are 
here assembled ; with my fervent desire that all your labors 
may, under the guidance of Heaven, give additional force 
- and energy to all those principles of private and public vir- 
tue so indispensable to the stability, prosperity, and success 
of the Government and people of the Republic. l 

SAM HOUSTON. 


The Senate having retired. 

Mr. Robinson moved to have 2,000 copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message, and 500 copies of the accompanying docu- 
ments printed,—Lost. | 

Mr. Parker moved-to have 1,000 copies of the message, 
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and one hundred and fifty copiesof the secompanying docu- 
ments printed. — ; . 
Mr. Henderson moved to amend, by inserting 1, 500 copies 
of the message; and 500 copies. of the accompanying docu- 
ments—Amendments accepted, and the motion carried. | 
On motion-of Mr. Parker, the House- adjourned until to- 
morrow at 10 o’clock, A. m 


Taurspay, Dec. 5, 10 o’clock, a. a 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; the roll being called, 
the following members answered to their names, to wit :— 
Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Robertson, Cunning- 
ham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Jones 
ef Gonzales, Lewis, “McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, 
Parker,Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 

Smyth of Jasper, Wallace. Williams, Williamson—a quo- 
rum present—journals of the preceding day read and adopt- 
ed. 4 

The Speaker announced ‘the following standing commit- 
tees for the present session, to wit: 

Committee on Judiciary.—Messrs. Robinson, Wallace, 
Scurry, Henderson and Cunningham. 

Committee on Public Printing.—Messrs. Perkins, McFar- - 
lane, Jones of Gonzales, Sadler and Armstrong. 

Committee on the State of the Republic.—Messrs. Hender- 
son, Cooke of Bexar, Sutherland, Johns and Scott. ` 
. Committee on Claims and Accounts.—Messrs. Mabry, 
Bourland, Parker, Armstrongand Dunn. ` 

Committee on Foreign Relations —Messrs. Williams, Ro- 
binson, Scurry, Henderson and Ford. 

Committeé on Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. Wallace, Ferkins, 
Bourland, Ogden and Mabry. .- 

Committee on Public Lands.—Messrs. Sutherland, Erath, 
Smyth of Jasper, McFarlane and Gage. 

Committee on Contingent Expenses,—Mes¢is. ‘Parkers 
Hardin, Means, Millican and Johnson. ` i 
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Committee on Finance.— Messrs. Smyth of Jasper, Jolina,. 
Sadler, Jones of San Patricio, and Dunn. . 

Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.—Mesgsrs.. 
Bourland,. Menefee, Lewis, Armstrong and Erath. 

Committee on nterna! Imprevements.—Messrs.. Moffett,. 
Cooke of Robertson, Gage, Means and Millican. 
« Committee oh Privileges and Elections.—Messrs. Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Cooke of Robertson, Ogden- 
and Williams. 


Committee on Naval Affairs.—Messrs. McLeod, Smith of 


Fannin, Sadler, Henderson and Scott. | 

Committee on Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Menefee, Scurry, 
Mabry, Parker and Ford. 

Committee on Education.—Messrs.. Scurry, Ford, Robin- 
son, Ogden and. McFarlane. 

Committee on Military Affairs.—Messrs. Cooke of Bexar,. 
Williams, Wallace, Lewis and Cunningham. 

Committee on County Boundaries.—Messrs. Scott, Moffett, 
Bourland, Smith of Fannin,.and Truit. 

Committee on Engrossed Bills.—Messrs. Cunningham, 
Robinson, Cazneau, Jones of Gonzales, and McFarlane. 

Committee un Retrenchment.—Messrs, Ford,.Truit, Means, 
Gage and Perkins. 

Mr. Robinson presented the petition of Calvin Sumrall, 
which was referred to the Committe on Public Lands. 

Mr. Sadler presented the petition of Daniel Parker, which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Williamson offered.the following resolution, to wit :—~ 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, on the 
part of this House, to make the necessary preparations for 
the Inauguration of the President and Vice President elect ;: 
and that the Chief Clerk of the House inform the Senate of 
the appointment of the said committee, and request the -ap- 
pointment of a like committee on the part of the Senate; to act 
in corjunction withthe same, Resolution adopted—and the 
following committee appointed, to wit :. Messrs. Williamson,. 
Mebry, Perkins, Scurry and Wallace. 


A message from His Excellency, the.President,. was re- _ 


ceived through his Private Secretary, Mr. W. D. Miller. 
On motion of Mr, Henderson, acommittee of two was ap- 


pointed, consisting of Messrs. Henderson: and- Smyth, to in- 
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form the Senate that the House was ready to-count the votes 
iven for President and Vice President. 
The committee retufued, and reported duty performed. 
Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill making an ap- 
propriation for the contingent expenses of the ninth Congress. 
Read first time. 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the message of His Excel- 
lency, the President, was taken up and read, as follows: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, December 5th, 1844. 


To the Honorable the Senate, 
and House of Representatives: 

I have the honor to make known to the Honorable Congress, 
that during their recess, the Judgeshipsin the first and sixth 
Judicial Districts became vacant by the death of their re- 
spective incumbents, and that the same were filled by Ex- 
ecutive appointment. = 


. SAM HOUSTON. 

Which, on motion of Mr. Williamson, was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate would be ready to count the votes giv- 
en for President and Vice President, this evening at half past 
three o’clock. | 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill, amendatorý 
of the several acts relative to fraudulent land certificates: 
read first times. ~ ` 

Mr. Lewis, of Montgomery, by leave, introduced a bill ex- 
empting ministers of the gospel from serving as jurors, and 
for other purposes: read first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill making an appropria- 
tion for the-contingent expenses ofthe ninth Congress, was. 
taken up, rule suspended, read a second time ; and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, Messrs. Wm. L. Cazneau, of 
Travis county, and Wm. G. Cooke, of Bexar county, came 
forward, presented their credentials, took the oath. of office 
and their seats. | ' 

On motion’ of Mr. Erath, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P. m 


20. 
-8 o'clock, P, m. 


House met; roll called ; quorum present; the House pro- 
ceeded to business. A l 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the following gentlemen came 
forward, presented their credentials, took the oath of office 
and their seats, to wit—Messrs. Wm. H. Bourland, of La- 
mar county, William Means, of Sabine county, and S. L. 
Jones, of San Patricio county. a 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that a committae of three had been appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with a committee on 
ihe part of the House of Representatives, to contract for the 
contingent printing of both Houses of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Committee on. Publie 
Printing were instructed to act on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to contract for the contingent printing of 
both Houses of Congress. l 

Tn pursuance ofan invitation from the House of Represen- 
tatives, the Senate appeared, headed by their President pro 
čem., who was invited toa seat by the: Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and the Senators, to seats prepared for 
them. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives then pro- 
ceeded to count the votes for President and Vice President, 
whereupon, it appears that for President, Anson Jones re- 
ceived six thousand four hundred and forty-three votes, and 
Edward Burleson received five thousand and fifty-four votes 
——scattering, 88 votes. For Vice President. Kenneth L. An- 
derson received eight thousand eight hundred and sixty -four 
votes—scattering, three hundred and eighty-two votes. 

Of the votes informally returned for President, Anson 
Jones received five hundred and fifty votes, and Edward 
Burleson received six hundred and forty votes—scattering, 
nine votes. For Vice President, Kenneth L. Anderson re- 
ceived one. thousand and eighty-seven votes—scattering, 
nine votes.. s - 

Anson Jones having received the greatest number of votes 
for President, was declared by the Speaker, duly.’ and con- 
stitutionally elected President of the Republic, for the next 


ensuing three years. 
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“Kenneth L. Anderson having received the greatest number 
of votes for: Vice-President, was declared bythe Speaker, 
duly and constitutionally elected Vice President of the Re- 
public, for the next ensuing three years. E 
The Senate having retired. © - l 
On motion of Mr. Scurry, the House adjourned until to-. 
morrow at 10 o'clock, a. m., 


+ 


Fripay, Dec. 6, 10 o'clock, a. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; the roll being called, 
the following members answered to their names, to wit :— 
Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, 
Johnson, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, Mabry, Means, Me- 
nefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, 
Williams and Williamson. A quorum a ournals of 
the preceding day read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Mr. Thomas F. Smii the mem- 
ber elect from Fannin County, came forward, presented his 
credentials, took the oath of office and his seat. l 

Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Lucy Davis, 
which was referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Sutherland, by leave, introduced a bill more perfectly 
defining the boundaries of the county of Jackson; read first 
lime. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize 
the introduction of copies of recorded writings in evidence: 
read first time. 

Mr. Henderson offered the following resolution, to wit :— 

Resolved, That the House now proceed to ‘the election of a 
Reporter and Chaplain, far the House of Representatives, for 
the present session of Congress. 

Mr. Parker moved to strike, out “ Reporoe"aaoton car- 
ried, and resolution adopted... 

Nominations pi epee being i in order— - 


f 


‘Rev. Mr. Wells, ten votes: for the Rev. Mr. Haynie, twenty _ 
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Mr. Seurry nominated the Rev. R. B. Wells: Mr. Wil- 
jiams nominated the Rev, John Haynie: Mr, Williamson 


nominated the Rev. Joseph Snead. 
The ballot being taken, the result was as follows: for the 


votes: forthe Rev. Mr. Snead, three votes. 
Mr. Haynie having received a majority of allthe votes, 


was declared duly elected Chaplain of the House of Repre- 


_ sentatives. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Chief Clerk of the House 
of Representatives was instructed to wait upon the Rev, Mr. 
Haynie, and inform him of his election, and request him to 
enter upon the discharge of his duties at the next meeting of 
the House. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of ju- 
rors: read first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill to be entitled, an act amendatory of the several acts 
relative to fraudulent land certificates: read a second time. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment, to wit: Pro- 
vided, that nothing in this act shall be so coustrued, as to 
effect the rights of persons who have acquired rights by file 
or survey, on lands forfeited by the expiration of the act to 
which this is an amendment. Which amendment, together 
with the bill was, on motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled, an act exempting ministers of the gos- 
pel from serving as jurors, and for other purposes,read second 
time. 

Mr. Erath offered the follo wing amendment, to wit , 

“Sec. 2. Be wt further enacted That one saddle-horse and 
one wateh, in actual use by any regular ordained minister of 
thé gospel, shall be exempt from direct taxation.” _ Amend- 
ment adopted. 

Mr. Erath moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Henderson moved its reference to the Committee on 
the State of the Republic : lost. 


The question was then taken on the engrossmeht of the i 


bill : carried. S 
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“On motion of Mr. Robinson, a committee was appointed, 
“consisting of Messrs. Robinson, Ford and Wallace, to act in 
conjunction with a like committee on the part ofthe Senate, 
‘to wait upon the Hon, Anson Jones, and the Hen. Kenneth 
L. Anderson, and inform them that‘a ‘majority of the Senate 
and House-of Representatives having scrutinized the votes, 
have declared them ‘constitutionally elected President and ` 
‘Vice President. for the-next ensuing three years: and that 
they would be ready for their instalation into office on Mon- 
day next at 11 o'clock, a. m. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing the 
House that a committee had been appointed on the part of 
the Senate, to act in conjunction with the committee appoint- 
-ed on the part of the House, for the purpose of making ar- 
rangements for the inauguration of the President and Vice 
President elect, of the Republic of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson,.the House adjourned until 
to-morrow at 10 o’clock, wa. M. | 


he, 


Satrurpay, Dec. 7, 10 o'clock, a. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
Jain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wit:—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke 
of Robertson, Cunningham, Duan, Erath, Ford, Gage, Har- 
din, Johns, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patri- 
cio, Lewis, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Sadler, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, 
Truit, Wallace, Williams, and Williamson ; a quorum pre- 
sent; journals of the preceding day read and adopted. ` 

Mri Henderson presented the petition of#Messrs. Andrew 
B. Gray and Hamilton P. Bee, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims and Accounts. ; 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced-a bill forthe relief of 
Jonathan Bird, read first time; and, on motion:of Mr. Bour- 
land, the rule was suspended, bill read a second time, and 
referred to the Commitiee on Claims and Account + 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution; tovwits 
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Resolved, by the Hause of Representatives, That the Head 
of the General Post Office Department be required to, trans- 
mit to this- House, copies. of certain documents, to wit: two 
petitions, the first of which was received in the General Post 
Office on the 22d June last, praying the establishment of'a “ 
Post Office at the residence of William Wooten,in Rusk coun- 
‘ty: the second bearing date the 13th July thereafier, asking 
the same favor. Also a bond, made by Mr. Vernoy, in Rusk 
county, for the faithful performance of his duty as Post Mas- 
ter. Also, the date that said bond was received in the Gene- 
ral Post Office, which was read a first time and laid on the 
table one day, for further consideration. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill, to alter and perma- 
nently establish the eastern boundary of Rusk county, and , 
for other purposes: read first time. 

Mr. Scott by leave, introduced a bill for the incorporation 
of the town of Marshall, in the couuty of Harrison: read first 
time. “ 

Mr. Sadler, by leave introduced .a bill to regulate public 
mills and millers; read a first time. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill, amendatory of the seve- 
ral acts rélative the fraudulent land certificates, reported the 
same back to the House, with amendments, and recommend- 
ed their adoption, and the passage of the bill. 

Report read, and bill laid on the table to come up among: 
ihe orders of this day. 

Thecommittee on Engrossed Bills made the following 


report, to wit, 


HovsE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
; Dec, 7th, 1844, ? 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined a bill 
to be entitled, an act exempting ministers of the gospel from 
serving as jurors, and for other purposes, and find the same 


correctly engrossed. . 
A. S. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman. 
The business on the Speaker’s ats was disposed of as 
follows, to wit :- 


ed 
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_A bill to be entitled, an act exempting ministers of the gos- 


l ‘pel from serving as jurors, and for other Purposes: was reac 


" a third time and passed. 


A bill for the relief of jurors was read a second time; and 


; on motion.of Mr.. Erath, referred to the Committee ome 


z 
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| State of the Republic. © 


A bill to anthorize the introduction of copies of recorded 
writing in evidence, was read a second time; and on motion 


' of Mr. Henderson, referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 


A bill more perfectly defining the boundaries of the county 


' of Jackson, was read a second time; and on motion of Mr. 
_ Parker, referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 


The bill amendatory of the several acts relative to fraudu- 
lent land certificates, on its second reading, with amendments 
from the Committee on the Judiciary wae. oh motion of Mr. 
Robinson, laid on the table. f 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be required to 
contract for the printing of @ sufficient number of blank Ayes 
and Noes for the use of the House, for the present session— 
adopted. 

Mr. Perkins offered the followiug resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That the committee on Printing be required to 
withdraw from the possession of the Printer, “the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and that the said 
report be referred to a select committee for examination,and 
said committee be instructed to report what portions of said 
report should be printed—adopted. 

Messrs. Perkins, Scurry and Henderson were appointed 
the select committee. | 

Mr. Armstrong moved to reconsider the vote just taken—-lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a call of the House was made.— 


"There being a full House, a further call was suspended. 


Mr. Smith, of Fannin, moved to adjourn until Monday 
morning at 10 o’clock—lost. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, moved to adjourn until Monday 11 
o'clock. Mr. Williamson moved io amend, by inserting 10 
o'clock. Amendment accepted, and motion lost. 

Mr. Parker. moved to adjourn until Monday morning 10 
o’clock—lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, Mr. Sroyth, of Jasper, was ad- 
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ded to the select committee, to examine the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Menetee was added to. the 
same committee. By request, Mr. Henderson was excused 
from acting on said committee. On motion of Mr. Scurry, 
Mr. Ford was substituted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 10 o’clock. 


Monpay, Dec. 9,10 o'clock «a. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain ; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke, of Bexar, Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson, 
Jones of Gonzales, J ones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Mabry, 
Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, 
Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson. A quorum present—Journals of the preceding 
day read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House retired to the 
spot prepared by the committee of arrangements, for the in- 
auguration of the President and Vice President. 

The Senate appeared, headed by their President pro tem., 
who was invited to a seat by the Speaker ofthe House of 
Representatives, and the members to seats prepared for them. 

A quorum of both Houses present. 

The committee appointed to wait upon the President and 
Vice President elect, and inform them of their election, con- 
ducted the Hon. Anson Jones and the Honorable Kenneth L. 
Anderson to the stand. 

His Excellency, Sam Houston, President of the Republic, 
appeared, and was conducted toa seat on the stand, and his 
Cabinet invited to seats prepared for them. 

Prayer by the Chaplain. 


. His Excellency, Sam Houston, ace arose and delivered 
his valedictory address. 
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The Hon. Anson Jones, President elect, arose, took the 
oath prescribed -bý me Constitution, and deliver ed the fol- 


lowing 
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS: — 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 


and of the House of Representatives: 

Called by the suffrages of my fellow-citizens, to aidan 
he duties of Chief Magistrate of the nation, Inow appear be- 
fore you, responsive to their call, and in obedience to the 
requirements of the Constitution, for the purpose of assuming 
the responsibilities their choice has devolved upon me. It 
is proper on this occasion, that I should express to you, as 
the immediate representatives of a common constituency, the 
deep and grateful sense which I-entertain, of the distinguish- 
ed honor which has been conferred upon me, and at the same 
time, declare to you andto them, the strang determination 
which I shall carry with me to discharge the executive func- ` 
tions with faithfulness and zeal; and, so far as I may be 
able, in such a manner as I sincerely hope, will best sustain 
and promote the general welfare and the common good of 
the Republic. 

The occasion which has now called us together, is one of 
deep and absorbing interest to myself, as I doubt not itis so 
to you, the constitutional representatives of a free, sovereign 
and confiding people.. - 

For my own part, I wish not to disguise the fact, that I ap- 
proach the discharge of the duties which the partialities of - 
my countrymen have assigned me, as President of this Re- 
public, with a profound sense ofthe importance of the trust, 
which by a partial acquaintance with the embarrassing du- 
ties of the office, and a sincere distrust of my own abilities, 
are not, in any respect, calculated to relieve. 

When I turn my eye upon the distinguished individual who 


_ has this day, for the second time, vacated the Presidential 


chair, under the peremptory requirements of the constitution 
—the man whom the people of this country have long delight- 
ed to honor with their confidence and-esteem~—wher E recur 
to the decided feeling of approbation with which other 
distinguished predecessor entered uponhis official duties, 
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and recollect the difficulties and embarrassments with which 
they were at all times surrounded, and with which: they had 
to contend, and then look for a few weeks, and find myself 
preferred, by a majority of the electors, to an individual en- 
joying in an eminent degree, the confidence of his fellow-citi- , 
zens, I am indeed admonished of the maguitude of the high 
undertaking I have this day assumed, and to regard the sue- 
cess likely to attend my efforts, with unfeigned distrust and 
apprehension. [can only throw myself freely and frankly 
upon the co-ordinate branches of the government, for that aid 
and support which I have no doubt, will be promptly accord- 
ed to such. measures as are best calculated to promote the 
general welfare of our constituents, sustain the honor and 
dignity of the country, in the elevated attitude it now main- 
tains, and protect the rights and interests of the citizen, to 
the remotest extension of our territorial limits. l 

I congratulate myself, therefore, upon being thus early sur- 
rounded by the representatives of the people, assembled in 
general congress, from whose wisdom and patriotism, I may 
derive those aids which will be indispensable to a successful 
commencement on my part, of the administration of the gov- 
ernment. _ 3 

It belongs not to the present occasion to discuss the various 
subjects connected with the present or future policy of the ` 
country. Other occasions will occur for the appropriate per-. 
formance of that duty. It is however due to that frankness 
which Tintend shall ever attach to my conduct of the execu- 
tive functions, to state briefly in advance, the objects which 
I conceive of importance tothe welfare of the country, re- 
_spectfully to ask your attention to the same, and your legis- 

lative aid, so far as they meet your approbation, in carrying 
them into effect. 

Premising that I shall hold it my especial duty to preserve 
the Constitution sacred and inviolate, I deem of scarcely less 
importance a rigid and impartial execution ofthe laws, cvil 
and criminal; giving consequent security to persons and to 
property, and a strict accountability in ail the officers of the 
government; thus securing, to the greatest extent, the publie 
interests. The other objects to which I have alluded, are the 
following: : 

The maintenance of the public credit andthe preservation __ 
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of the national faith, both asit regards individuals and na- 
LIODS. y 

À reduction of the expenses of the. government to.as small 
an amount as is consistent with the geint administration 
ofits different departments. - 

The entire abolishment of paper money issues by govern- 
ment, corporations or individuals; and the consequent intro- 
duction ofan exclusive hard money currency. 

A tariff sufficient to provide with certainty for the current 
expenses of the government, and for. leaving a convenient 
amount of surplus.in the Tréastry at all times to meet any 
unexpected emergency, with iacidental protection and en- 
couragement to our agricultural and manufacturing interests. 

The establishment of a system of common schools and in- 
stitutions, for the moral and religious culture of the rising ge- 


ee ETC 


nerations. 


The attainmént of a speedy peace with Mexico, and. the 
encouragement of a desirable inimigration to the country, 
and the tatrodectiin of capital to develope its vast’ resources. 

Friendly and just relations with ourred brethren, acourse 
not only according with the dictates of humanity, but the 
principles of acknowledged, sound policy, as affording the 
least expensive protection and greatest safety to our extended 
frontier. 

The introduction of a Penitentiary system into the crimin- 
al jurisprudence of the country, 

Encouragement to Internal Improvements, ‘such as the — 
čonsiruci on of bridges, the pL prover o aE Ot roads, and the 
navigation of our rivers. 

An extension of our friendly and commercial relations with 
oreign powers, and a favorable consideration for our great 
staple productions, cotton, sugar and tobacco,—exempt how~ 
ever from inconvenient and entangling alliances. 

An early settlement of the claims of our citizens: to . their 
head-right and bounty lands. 

I rely, gentlemen, upon you for the necessary aid- and. as- 
sistance in the promotion of these objects, and all others whick 
may be calculated to promote the general. good. A: brave, 
patriotic and struggling. people have confidecithem: most:.im- 
portant interests to our care and keeping... It willbe’ wo.xdess 
my .gonstant desire than it is my manifest duty; torce-opsrate 
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with you in every thing by which the confidence they have re- 
posed in us may be redeemed, our civil institutions more firm- 
ly established, and the great cause of representative freedom 
honored and advanced. : 

It only remains for me to express my fervent desire, that’. 
all your deliberations may tend to the advancement of the 
peace, prosperity and happiness of ‘Texas, and that Heaven 
may crown your labors in the eause of your country, with its 


richest blessings. ANSON JONES. 


The Hon. Kenneth L. Anderson, Vice President elect, 
arose, took the oath of office, and delivered a. very appropri- 
ate address. l 

The ex-President, President, Vice President and the Sen- 
ate having retired. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until Wed- 
nesday 10 o'elock, a. me 


WepNespDay, Dec. 11, 10 o'clock, A. m.. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names, to wit —Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, 
Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Me- 
Farlane, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth 
of Jasper, Truit, Wallace aud Williamson—a quorum present 
—Journals of Monday were-read and adopted. 

Mr. Perkins presented the petition of James W. Dallam, 
which was referred tothe committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Hugh S. Stapp, 
which was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Mcffett presented the petition of George W. Morris, 
which was referred to a select committee, consisting: of 
Messrs. Moffett, Williamson awd Smyth of Jasper. - 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Messrs, Cooke, of Roberte 
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gon and Erath weze added to the committeeon Indian Af- 
fairs, . 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Mr. Armstrong was added. tothe 
committees on, the Judiciary, State of the Republic, and For- 
eign Relations. . | eae 

Mr. Canningham, by leave, introduced a bill, to amend an. 
act to reorganize the District Courts of the fourth Judicial 
District, passed January 18th, 1844: read first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

Joint resolution making an appropriation for a company of 
men raised by H. L. Kinney. E 

-A substitute for an act makingan appropriation for the. 

contingent expenses ofthe ninth Congress. 

Also a communication marked “ private.” 

On motion of Mr. Seurry, the joint resolution making an 
appropriation for a company of men raised by H. L. Kinney, 
was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of San Patricio, the rule was sus- 

ended, billread a second time, and on motion of Mr. Jones, 

of San Patricio, referred to the committee on Military Af- 
fairs. o 
Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to legalize the acts 
of L. H. Dilliard,the acting Chief Justice of Harrison county = 
read first time. - 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill to locate the county 
seat of the county of Austin: read first time. ` 


ORDERS OF THE. DAY. 


The resolution calling on the Head of the Post Office De- 
partment for information, was taken up.and adopted. 

- The substitute for the bill making an appropriation for. the 
-contingent expenses of the ninth Congress was taken up, and 
_ the substitute of the Senate adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, and. 
bill read a second time. a o 

On.motion of Mr, Parker, the rule was further suspended, 
bill reád a third time-and passed. ` 


Ths -bill to alter and permanently establish the eastern - 
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boundary line of Rusk county, and for ‘other purposes, was 
reada second time. | : 

Mr. Gage moved the engrogsment of the bill. 

Mr. Parker moved its reference to the committee on county 
boundaries ; motion carried. 

The bill to incorporate the town of ‘Marshall, in Harrison 
county, was read a.second time. 

Mr. Williamson moved. to refer it to the committee on the 
Judiciary: motion carried. 

The bill to regulate public mills and millers; was taken up 
and read a second time. 

Mr. Gage moved to refer it to’'the committee on the State 
of the Republic. 

Mr. Henderson moved its referrence to the committee on 
Internal Improvements. 

Mr. Parker moved to refer the bill to the committee on Pub- 
lic Printing. 

The motion to refer to the committee on the State of the 
Republic, was put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House went into secret 
session. The doors beiug opened, 
_ Mr. Bourland moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. m.: lost: 
= Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning . 
10 o’clock: lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until half 
past 9 o ’elock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspax, Dec. 12, half past 9 o’clock, a. me 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; prayer by the Chap- 
lain : the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names to wit :—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bour- 
land, Cooke of Bexar, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, Mabry; Means, Menefee Milli- 
can, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Watlaceand Williamson—a quoram 
present—Journals of the preceding day tead:and adopted. 
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Mr. Johns presented the petition of Jas. W. Wauhop, 
which was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Robinson presented the petition of Augustus Burr, 
which was referred tothe committee on Internal Improve- 
ments. 

Mr. McFarlane presented the petition of H. L. Cook, ad- 
ministrator of the estate of O. A. Cook, which was referred 
to the committee on Military Affairs. 

The conimittee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson, chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill for the incorporation of the 
town of Marshall, in the county of Harrison, reported the 
same back to the House with amendments, and recommend- 
edthe passage thereof; which améndments, together with 
ihe bill were laid on the table, to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

The committee on Public Lands, Mr. Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was refererd,the petition of Daniel Parker, 
reported by resolution. Report received, and joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Parker, read first 
time. - : 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. 
Henderson, chairman, to whom was- referred the bill, to be 
entitled an act to regulate public mills and millers, reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended its indefinite’ 
postponement: which report, together with the bill, was laid 
upon the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on County Boundaries, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to be entitled, an act to alter and permanently 
establish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, and for 
other purposes. Also, a bill to be entitled, an act more per- 
fectly defining the boundaries of the county of Jackson, Te- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended their 

, passage. The réport, together with the bills, were laid upon 
‘the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution, to wit : 

Be tt Resolved by the House of Representatwes, That the Hon. 
Secretary of State be required to furnish this body with a list 
of all the salary officers belonging to the civil: ist, together 
therewith, the amount of their respective salaries, and. Hke- 
wise the salaries of the various clerks connected with the dif- 
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ferent Departments and Bureaus. Laid on the table one 
day for further considefation. 

Mr. Bourland offered the (allowing resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That His Excellen- ' 
cy, the President, be requested to transmit to this body, 
copies of all contracts entered into between this govern- 
ment and individuals, for the purpose of colonizing the public 
domain of the Republic, since the first day of January, 1844: | 
laid on the table one day, for further consideration. | 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Ford was added to the, 
committee on Finance. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following Acie to wit: 

Be it Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instruct-} 
ed to enquire into the policy of the total repeal of all Tariff 
and Tonnage duties, and that they report thereon by bill or 
otherwise ; and if in their opinion such repeal would be irm- 
politic, that they be further instructed to enquire into the pro- 
priety of a reduction of said duties, and report thereon by 
bill or otherwise : resolution adopted. 

Mr. Jones, of Gonzales, offered the following resolution, to 


wit: 
"Resolved, That the committee on Retrenchment be instruct-! 
ed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of abolishing, 
the office of Secretary of War and Marine, and. transferring: 
the duties to the Secretary of State; also, of abolishing thej 
office of Treasurer, and devolving the duties upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury : adopted. 

Mr. Henderson offered the following resolution, to wit: | 

Resolved, That the following rule be. adopted.as one of 
the’ standing rules of this House: ‘ That all the business on 
the Speaker’s table shall be read in the order that it was in- 
troduced, and that no bill shall be read a second ‘time unti! 
all the business shall be disposed of.” Laid on the table one 
day for further consideration. 

Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for 
the restoration of land sold for taxes in the county of Brazo- 
ria to the original owners ; read a first time. 

Mr. Sadler, by leave, introduced a biH for the relief of the 
Sheriff of Houston county; read a first time. : 

‘On motion of Mr. Williamson, the credentials of the dit 
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ferent members of the House was referred to the committee 
on Privileges and Elections. . l ' 

The Speaker, (Mr. Lewis of Montgomery) by leave, intro- 
duced a bill for the enumeration of the inhabitants'ofthe Re- 

” public; réad a first time. , 
t+ Mr: Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill for the issuing~of- 
3 augmentation certificates; read a first time, . 

Mr. Johnson, by leave, introduced a bill for the 'relief of 
citizens of Goliad county; read a first time. 

Mr. Hardin, by leave, introduced a bill to divorce Eliza- 
beth A. Dennissee from Peter Dennissee; read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave, introduced a bill relating to 
the practice in the District Conrts ; read a first time. - 

Mr. Ogden, by leave, introduced a billfor the relief of the 
resident citizens of Bexar county ; read a first time. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Isaac 
Van Zandt, late Chargé d’ Affaires to the United States: read 
a first time. 

‘Phe House then proceeded to the 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to locate the county seat of the county of Austin, 
was taken up on its second reading, and,. on motion of Mr. 
Lewis, ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to legalize the acts of L. H. Dilliard, the acting - 
Chief Justice of Harrison county, was taken.up, read- a se- 
_ cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the com- 
, mittee on the Judiciary.. . ar 

The bill to amend an act to reorganize the District Gourts 
of the. fourth judicial district, passed January 18th, 1843, 
was taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
Cunningham, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the incorporation ofthe town of Marshall, in 
the county of Harrison, with the amendments of the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, were taken up. 

First amendment, at tbe latter part of.the first section, 
strike out all afler “ property”? and insert, “ provided such 
real estate is situate within the limits of said corporation”. 

Second amendment, in fourth line, secomd section, aler 
“aldermen” strike out “a presiding officer or”? and insert 
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“ and”—same line, after * mayor” insert “ who shall be.ex-, 
officio a Justice of the Peace”. In the fourteenth line, same | 
section, strike out “ presiding officer’s warrant” and insert | 
‘“ mayor or board of aldermen.” 

In fifth line, third section, after “afterwards,” strike out | 
‘¢ by the presiding officer,” and insert “ under the direction’: 
of the Mayor.” At the end of third section, insert “and in 
case of the death, or resignation ofthe Mayor, the Board of 
Aldermen shall elect one of their own body to act as Mayor, | 
until the next annual election.” In the third line, fourth sec- | 
tion, after “ officers,” strike out ‘‘of said corporation,” and | 
insert **thereof.”? In the fourth line, same section, after ! 
“within,” strike out “ said corporation,” and inseri ‘* unless 
he shall reside in and be a freeholder in the same.” Strike ` 
out the fifth section, and insert the following, as a substitute : 

“Be wt further enacted, That the Mayor and Board of Al- 
dermen, of said corporation, shall have power to pass such 
rules and ordinances as may be necessary for the regulation 
of the police and the preservation of order within the corpo- 
ration limits—to levy taxes for the removal of nuisances and 
keeping the streets in good order, and shall have the further 
power to prescribe penalties for the violation of such ordi- 
nances or bye-laws: Provided, however, that in no case shall 
such penalty exceed one hundred dollars. Strike out 
‘‘ section six;” which amendments were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed. | 

The bill to regulate public mills and millers, together with 
the report of the committee was taken up, and on motion of 
Mr. Williamson, ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill to alter and permanently establish the eastera 
boundary of Rusk county, and for other purposes, was taken 
up on its second reading ; and on motion of Mr. Gage, order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

The bill more perfectly defining the boundaries of the 
county of Jackson was taken up on its second reading; and 
on motion of Mr. Sutherland, ordered to be engrossed. 

‘Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief 
of John S. Black, and sundry other citizens of Harris county ; 
read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill amendatory of ‘the, 
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several acts relative to fraudulent land certificates, together 
with the report of the Judiciary committee, was taken’ up, | 
‘and the following ameadments of the committee adopted; to 
lwit; in the sixth line after “ supplementary,” insert “to an 
fact: in the twelfth line, after “as,” insert ** are,” and strike 
but “is”. Inthe 14th line for ‘ 1846” insert “1848.” l 
Mr. Williamson moved to engross the bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of Robertson, Gunning- 
am, Krath, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Jones, of G., Jones 
ofS. P., Lewis, Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Ogden, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sadler, Sutherland, Wallace and Williamson—20. 
| Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, 
Dunn, Ford, Gage ,Johns, McFarlane, Moffett, Scott, Scurry, 
Smyth of J. and Truit—13. a 
The bill was ordered to be.engrossed. 


On motion of Mr, Williamson, ‘the House adjourned until 
2 o'clock P. m. 


3 o’clock, P. M. 


House mèt; roll called ; quorum present; the House pro- 
eeded to business. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. 
Henderson chairman, to whom was referred the bill for the 
benefit of jurors, reported the same back to the House by sub- 
stitute ; which, on motion of Robinson, was taken up and 
adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Robinson moved to lay it on the table; carried. 

| Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, presented the petition of John 
Johnson, which was referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. i 

| Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution, to wit: 

| Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the commit- 
ce on Public Printing be-authorized and -requested to con- 
pract for three hundred copies of the “ Texas:National Re- 
kister,” to be furnished this body weekly during-tle present 
session of Congress ; adopted. E 

Mr; Williamson, by.leave, introduced a bill more effecta- 
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ally to organize the several Judicial Districts throughout this 
Republic; read a first time. bs a 
- Mr. Henderson offered the following resolution, to wit: . 
Resolved, That with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
‘two Houses of Congress will gointo the election of Judges 
of the first and sixth Judicial Districts on Saturday next, at 
11 o’clock ; laid on the table one day for further considera- 
tion. 
Mr. Trait presented the petition of J. A. Young, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. _ 
The Select committee, Mr. Moffett chairman, to whom was 
‘referred the petition of George W. Morris, reported the same 
back to the House, and that they deem it inexpedient to grant 
the prayer of the petitioner, and begged to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same ; report adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until to- 
‘morrow morning 10 o’clock. ` 


Fray, Dec. 13,10 o’cléck, As M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; prayer by the Chap- 
lain: the roll-being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wit: l : 2 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
B., Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, 
Menefee, Millican; Moffett, Parker, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, 
Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, 
Trait, Wallace, Williams and Williamson—a quorum. pre- 
sent—journals of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of Amasa ‘Farner, 
which was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Bourland presented the petition.of Abel Morgan, which 
was referred to the committee on Public lands. : 

Mr. Moffett presented the petition of John N. Fall, R G. - 
Andetson, and Samuel M. Flournoy, which was read, and 
referred to the committee on Education. 
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The committee on Military Affairs, William G. Cooke, 


chairman, to whom was referred the joint resolution making 
an appropriation for a company of men raised by H.-L. Kin- 
ney, reported favorable, which report, together with the bill 
was laid on the table, to come wp with the orders of the day.” 

The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Hugh S. Stapp, 
reported the same back to the House, with a joint resolution 
granting one-third of a league of land to Hugh S. Stapp— 
read a first time. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Calvin Sumrall, reported unfavorable ; on motion of Mr. Ro- 
binson, the report was laid on the table. ee 3 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 
port, to wit: 

COMMITTEE Ta 
December 18th, 1844. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and 
found the following bill correctly enrolled, to wit : 

An act transferring the unexpended balance of a certain 
appropriation therein named, which being signed by the 
Speaker -of the House of Representatives, and President of 
the Senate, was this day presented to His Excellency for his 
approval. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman, 

Which report was adopted: 

The select committee, S, W. Perkins, chairman, to whom 
was referred the report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, with instructions to report what portion should 
be prinied, reported that so much of said report contained 
between the word “ gentlemen,” on the first page, and the 
words, ‘the business of the General Land Office, although 
partially, is not fully resumed,” on the fifth page, ought to 
be omitted ; ‘report adopted. o 

“The committee on Engiossed Bills made the following re- 
port, to wit; f 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, Z 
December 13, 1844. 


To the norabi John M. Lewis, l - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined the fol- 
lowing bills, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled, an act to alter and permanently es~ 
tablish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, and for 
other purposes ; also a bill to beentitled, an act tolocate the 
county seat of the county of Austin ; also, a bill to be enti- 
tled, an act to incorporate the town of Marshall, in Harrison 
county ; also, a bill to be entitled, an act amendatory of the 
several acts relative to fraudulent land certificates; also, a 
bill to be entitled, an act more perfectly defining the bounda- 
ries of the county of Jackson, and find the same ‘correctly en- 
grossed. 

W. L. CAZNEAU, 
one of the committee. 


Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Calvin Sumrall; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Cazneau was added to the 
committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Cazneau was added 
to the committee on Military Affairs. i 

Mr. Lewis, of Montgomery, by leave, introduced a bill for 
the appointment of an additional number of Notaries Public 
for the county of Montgomery : read a first time. 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a bill requiring the Audi- 
tor to audit all legally authenticated claims against the gov- 
ernment; read a first time. 


Mr. Sadler, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of | 


Henry R. Green; read a first time. 


at 


Mr. Cooke, ot Robertson, by leave, introduced a bill for the | 


relief of Capt. Eli Chandler, and the company under his com- 
mand; read a first time. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the purpose of 
raising a county revenue and for other purposes ; read a first 
lime. 

Mr. Ford offered the following resolution, to wit: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to enquire - 
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into the charges preferred against the Hon. Thomas Wm. 
Ward, Cdmmissianer of the General Land Office, by a com- 
mittee appointed by the House, during the session of the 
eighth Congress, toexamine into the state of the land archives 
at Austin; adopted. . 

Messrs. Ford, Johns and Smyth of J., were appointed tbe 
committee. Onmotionof Mr. Ford, Mr. Scurry was added, 
and on motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Cunningham was added 
to the said committee. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, by leave, introduced a bill to estab- 
lish a mail route, and for other purposes ; read a first time. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, moved the suspension of the rule ; 
lost. l 

Mr. Moffett, by leave, introduced.a bill for legitimatizing 
and changing the name of Mary Jane Dillard; read a first 
time. 

The House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A billamendatory of the several acts relative to fraudu- 
lent land certificates, was taken up and read a third time. 

Mr. Cazneau moved to lay it on the table. 

‘The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows, to’ 
Wil: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, Dunn, Ford, Gage, 
Jones of Gonzales, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Menefee, 
Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace and Williams.— 
25. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Erath, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, Millican, Parker, 
Robinson, Truit and Willianıson—13. Motion carried. 

The bill to locate the county seat of the county of Austin, 
was taken up on its third reading. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the passage, stood as 
follows, to wit : ; 

Ayes—Messsrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, Jones of Gonza- 
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les, Jones of S P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scur- 
ry, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, Williams 
and Williamson—32. l 

Noes—Messrs. Parker, Sadler and Smith of Fannin—3, 
So the bill passed. 

A message was received ‘from the Senate, informing the 
- House that the bill exempting ministers of the gospel from 
serving as jurors, and for other purposes, had passed in the 
Senate, with amendments. 

Also, a communication from His Excellency, the Fresi- 
dent, transmitted through the Senate. l 

The bill to incorporate the town of Marshall, in Harrison 
cousty, was taken up on its third reading and passed. 

The bill more perfectly defining the boundaries of the 
couuty of Jackson, was read a third time and ‘passed. 

The bill to alter and permanently establish the eastern 
bonndary line.of Rusk county and for other purposes, was 
taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The resolution appointing Saturday next, at 11 o’clock, 
the time to go into the election of Judges for the first and 
sixth Judicial Districts, was taken up.. : 

Mr. Menefee moved to lay it on the table. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit : 
_ Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of 
R., Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Jobnson, 
Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, 
Means, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, 
Smyth of J., Wallace, Williams, Williamson—26. 

_ Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Ford, Henderson, 
Johns, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Scurry, Smith of 
F. and Truit—12. Motion carried. 

The resoiution calling on His Excellency the President 
for information, was taken up and adopted. 

The resolution calling on the honorable Secretary of State 
for information, was taken up. | 

Mr. Jones of S. P. moved to strike ont ‘ State” and insert 
“ Treasury; ” carried. The resolution -as amended was 
then adopted. 


The resolution to adopt another standing rule of the House 
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| wasdaken up, and; on motion of, Mr. Robinson, referred to 
a select, committee. 

Messrs. Robinson,. Henderson and Mouefee, were appoint- 
ed said committee. - 

The bill exempting ministers of the gospel from servimg as 
jurors, and for other purposes, together with the amendments 
of the Senate was taken up. 

First amendment, by adding, in the 4th line, after the 
word “ gospel,” the following : “ who continue to exercise 
the duties of their calling, u unless disabled by Bleenent or 
otherwise.” 

Second amendment, by adding aie the word * jurors, j 
in the fourth line, “and?” and striking out, after * roads,” 
in the fifth line, “and performing military duty.” 

- Third amendment, by striking out the second section. 

Amendments concurred in. 

‘Fhe following communication from His. Excellency the 
President, was read, to wit: 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, December 12th, 1844. 


To the Honorable the Senate,. 
and House of Representatives : ; 

T have the honor to lay before. the Congress the resigna- 
tion of the Hon. Wm. B. Ochiltree, as J udge of the 5th Judi- 
cial District ; ; received and accepted on the 10th inst. 

ANSON JONES. 


The bill more effectually to organize the several Judicial 
Districts of the ee was taken up and read a second 
time. 

Mr. Henderson owe its indefinite postponement, 

Mr. Gage moved its reference to the committee on the Ju- 
ree carried. 

The bill relating to the practice in the District Courts, was 
taken up, and read 4 second time. t 

Mr. Parker moved its indefinite postponement. / 

Mr. Cunningham moved to: refer it to the committee on 
the Judiciary ; 

The bill for the relief of the resident citizens of Bexar 
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county, was taken up, read a seeond time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Cooke, of B., referred to the committee on Finanee. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. Sadler was added to the 
committee on Finance. s 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Van Zandt, late Chargé 
d’Affaires to the United States, was taken up, read a se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred tothe com- 
mittee on Finance. l 

The bill for the relief of the Sheriff of Houston county, 
was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Sadler moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Scott moved its reference to the committee on the 
State of the Republic; carried. 

The bill for the relief of the leirs of Benj. Parker, deceas- 
ed, was taken up and read a second time. Mr. Jones of San 
Patricio, moved to lay it onthe table; loste Mr. Scott mov- 
its engrossment. Mr. Williamson moved tọ lay it on the ta- 
ble until the 21st day of December, instant ; carried. . 

The bill for the relief of the citizens of Goliad county, was 
taken up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Jones of 
San Patricio, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The bill for the enumeration ofthe inhabitants of the Re- 
public was taken up, read a second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Scurry, referred to the committee on the State of the Re- 
public. = 

The bill for the issuing of augmentation certificates was ta- 
ken up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. William- 
son, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to divorce Elizabeth A. Dennissee from Peter Den- 
nissee was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

= Hardin moved to refer it to a select committee ; cat- 
ried. ; 

Messrs. Hardin, Perkins and Erath were appointed said 
committee, 

The bili to provide for the restoration of lands sold for tax- 
es, in the county of Brazoria, to the original owners, was ta- 
ken up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Rebiason, 
referred to the committce on the State of the Republic. 

The bill, supplementary to an act for the -relief of John S. 
Black, and sundry other citizens of Harris county was. taken 
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up, read @.second time, and on motion of Mr. Henderson, re- 
ferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr: Smith, of Fannin, moved to. adjourn until 3 o'clock, 


` Pa Mes lost. | 


h 


Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a bill to admit books free 
of duty 3, read a first time. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That so much of the 58d rule of the House as re- 
quires a bill, when engrossed, to be read on a certain day, 
be suspended ; laid on the table one day for further conside- 
ration. 

Mr. Lewis, of Montgomery, offered the following E 
ment to the 58th rule: “It shall bea standing order of the 
day throughout the session, for the House, on a motion sus- 
tained by a majority of the members present, to resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole on the State of the Republic ; 
laid on the table one day for further consideration. 

Mr. Cunningham moved 40 adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing 100 clock. lost. ; 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill-making an appropriation 


for a company of men raised by H. L. Kinney, was taken up 


on its second reading. Mr. Scurry moved to amend by stri- 
king out * twenty-two hundred and thirty-six,” and inserting 
‘x twenty-three hundred and forty-nine ;” amendment adopt- 
ed. 

The question being on the passage of the bill to its third read- 
ing, the Ayes and Noes were called for, which stood as fol- 
lows. : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke “of Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Dunn, Erath, Ford, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Jobns, Johnson, Jones of Gonza- 
les, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, 
Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Perkins; Robin- 
son, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, Williams and wane 

Noes—Mr. Cunningbam—1. 

On motion, of Mr. Ford,. the rule-was sienna: "bill read 
a third time and, passed. 


On” motion. of’. va ‘Henderson, the House aggouraad antil . 
to-morrow at 100g ack, A. M. 
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-o Sarurpay, Dec. 14, 10 o’clock, A m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wit: l 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cunningham, 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson, Jones of 
San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Millican, 
Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Suther- 
land, Truit, Wallace and Williamsón—a quorum present ; 
journals of the preceding day read and adopted ; the House 
proceeded to business. 

The committee on public lands, to whom was referred the 
petition J. W. Wauhop, reported the same back to the 
House with a bill for the relief of James W. Wauhop : read 
a first time. 

Mr. Hardin offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That: with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
two Houses of Congress meet.in the Representative Hall on 
the 16th instant, at 4 o’clock r. m., for the purpose of elect- 
ing a public printer: laid on the tableone day for further 
consideration. 

The resolution suspending a partofthe 53d rule, was ta- 
ken up and adopted. 

The resolution amending the 58th rule, was taken up and 
adopted. l 

The bill granting one-third ofa league of land to Hugh 5. 
Stapp, was taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of 
Mr. Sutherland, ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the benefit-of Henry R. Green was read a se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Sadler referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the relief of Calvin Sumrall, was read a se-` 
cond imme, and, on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred to the 
committee on Pablic Lands. SE- 

The bill requiring the Auditor to audit all daly authentica- 
ted claims against the government, was taken up, and, oun 
motion of Mr. Erath, referred to the committee or Finante: 

On motion of Mr. Robinson the committee were instruct- 
ed to ascertain ifthe Auditor did not-already do so. | 

The bill for the reliefof Capt. Eli Chandler, and the cóm- 
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pany-onder his command, was taken up, read a second time, 
and, on’ motion of Mr. Williamson, reférted to the committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

~ The bill for raising a county revenue, and for other purpo- ` 
ses, was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, re- 
ferred to the committee on the State of the Republic. 

The bill toestablish a mail route and for other purposes, 
was taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr.- 
Scurry, referred to the committee'on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. ws 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the committee were instruct- 
ed to report as early as practicable. 

The bill to legitimatize and change the name of Mary Jane 
Dillard, came up on its second reading. 

Mr. Parker moved its engrossment, 

Mr. Cazneau moved its reference to the committee on the 
Judiciary, which motion having precedence was put and 
adopted. 

The bill for the relief ofI. Van Zandt, late Chargé PAF 
faires to the United States, together with the favorable report 
of the committee on Finance, was taken up, ; 

Mr. Robinson moved to lay it on the table: lost. 

Mr. Parker moved its engressment. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, which stood as follows, 
to Wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Coke of B., Cooke of 
R., Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Jones. 
of S. P., Means, Menetee: Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J., Truit, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson—27. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cunningham, Erath, Johnson, 
Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Sutherland and Smith of F.—g. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the appointment of an additional number of 
Notaries Public for the county of Montgomery, was read a 

e and, on motion of Mr. Parker, ordered to be en- 
rosse 

The bill to admit books free of duty, was taken up on iis 
second reading, and, on motion of Mr Bend sts00) referred 


to the committee ön E Finance. eu 
: N + * ~ 
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Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit. of the 
citizens of the Republic of Texas; read first time. 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill directing the Pre- 
sident and Heads of Departments to return to the . City of 
Austin; read a first time. ar 

Mr. Ogden, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Hen- 
ry Castro ; read a first time. , 

Mr. Millican, by leave, introduced a bill concerning the re- 
cords and papers of county surveyors; read a first time. 

_ Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill to establish a mail 
route: read a first time. 


Mr. Lewis, of Montgomery, by leave, introduced a bill to 
‘provide for the better protection of the rights of married wo- 
men; read a first time. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill authorizing 
and requiring the removal of the archives, General Land 
Office and moveable property belonging to the Republic, 
from the city of Austin to the town of Washington; read a - 
first time. a | 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, Mr. Cazneau was added to 
the committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of ac- 
tual settlers; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr, Parker, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day 10 o'clock, a.m. a o 


Monpay, Dec. 16,10 o'clock A. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following-members an- 
swered totheir names, to wit: l ; 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland,Cazneau,Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, 
Johns,’ Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricin, 
Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry; Means, Menefee, Moffett, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of 


ne meam ar ne geo ee 
‘ 
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Jasper, Trait, Wallace and Williams—a quorum present— 
Journals of Saturday were read and adopted. =. ° 

Mr. Gage présented the petition of sundry citizens of Rusk 
county, which was referred to the committee on the State.of _ 
ihe Republic. * ee oe 
. “The committee on Military Affairs, to whomi'was referred 
the petitions of O. A. Cook and Amasa Turner, reported the’ 
same backto the House, and recommended their reference 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts$ report adopted. 

Toi Robingon, chairman of the éommiitee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the billto legitimatize and 
change the name of Mary Jane Dillard, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Also, a bill to legalize the acts of L. H. Dilliard,; acting 
Chief Justice of Harrison county, reported back to the House 
by substitute, and recommended its passage, — 

Also,a bill more effectually to organize the several Judicial. 
Districts of the Republic. TE l i 

Also, a bill for the issuing ofaugmentation ‘certificates. 

Also, a bill for the relief of John S; Black, and' sundry otber 
citizens of Harris county. 

Also, a bill entitled an act to authorize, the introduction of 
copies of recorded writings in evidence, were reported back 
to the House, and their indefinite postponement recommend- 
ed. Which reports, together with the bills, were laid'upon 
the table tu come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, Wm. H: 
Bourlandgchairman, to whom was referred the bill to estab- 
lish a mail route, and for other purposes, reported the same 
back to the House with amendments, and recommended the 
passage of the bill; report and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day.- 

The committee-on the State of the Republic, James W. 
Henderson chairman, to whom was referred the bill to .pro- 
vide for the resteration of land sold for taxes in the county of 
Brazoria to the original owners, reported the same back to 
the House by substitute, and recommended the adoption of 
the same. ; Le 

Alsó, a bill for the reliefofthe Sherif of Houston ‘county, 
reported the facts back te the House, and no action recom- 
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mended: which reports, together with the bills, were. me 
on the table to come up with the orders of the day. 

Tbe committee on the, Judiciary, A.'S.’ Cunningham, one 
of the committee to whom was referred- a bill, 10 amend an 
act to reorganize the District Courts ofthe fourth Judicial 
District, passed January 18th, 1844, reported the same vack 
to the House, and recommended its passage; which report, 
together with the bill, was laid on the ‘table ta come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The Select committee, Benj. Hardin, dearer to whom 
was referred the “bill to divorce Elizabeth A. Dennissee 
from Peter Dennissee, reported the same back to the. House, 
and recommended its passage; which report, together with 
the bill, was laid on the table to come op among the orders 
of the day. ; 


Mr. Henderson, by leave, introdueed a bill for the loca-- 


tion of the seat of government at the city of Houston until 
the first enumeration of the inhabitants of the .Republic; 
read a first time. 

Mr. Mabry, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal an act 
entitled an act to authorize the President to issue Exchequer 
bills, and to declare what shall be received. in payment of 
taxes and duties on imports, approved 19th January, 1842; 
read a first time. . 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution, to wil: 

Resolved, That the committee on retrenchment are requi- 
red and shall have power to send for persons and papers; ; 
adopted. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills mace the following r re- 
port, to wit: 
Hovst or REPRESENTATIVES, _ 

December 16, 1844. ; 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of A T : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint 
resolution granting one-third of a league of land to Hugh 8. 
Stapp; also, a bill to be entitled an ae for the appointment 
ofau additional number of Notaries Public for the county of 
Montgomery ; also, a joint resolution lor the relief of Isaac 


t 


Van Zandt, late Chargë d'Affaires to the United Strateg,’ ‘and 
find the same -estrectly engrossed. 
WM. be . CAZNEAU, 

One of the Committee. 


Report adopted: * | 

) Mre: McFarlane, by ae intioduéed a bill establishing a 
tight house at Passo Cavallo: read first time. 

"A message’ was- received from the Senate: informing the 
House that the Senate had concurred iw the amendment to 
khe joint resolution‘ making an appropriation fora company 
of men raised by H. b. Kinney: 

| Also, that the Senate had passed a resolution, with the 
concurrénee of the House, to proceed to the election of Pub- 
lic Printer, to print the laws and journals of both Houses of 
Congress,-on the 21st inst. 

| Also, that the Senate bad instructed the committee on Mi- 
tary Affairs, with the concurrence of the House, to confer 
with the like committee on the part of the House, and report 
what number of men may be necessary, aud what system of 
prganization may be most efficient for the protection of our 
Hrontier, and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 
| Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary 


fo the several acts relating to direct taxation ; read a first 
lime. 


Ihe seat of government by the people; 3; read a first me. 

| Mr. Jones of S. P., by leave, rntroduced a bill to authorize 
fhe efection of ‘a’ ligtit house on Galveston Island ; read a 
first time. 

| Mr. Robinson, by leave, medad a bill explanatory of 
AO act, supplénientary to an acl, entitled an act to,ralse a re- 
venue by i Impost duties, approved dih day of February, 1840; 

read a first time. ' 

| Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a-bill requiritig the gov- 
ernment to relinquish its title to two lots i in thé town of Quin- 
ana; read a first ‘tim’. 

| Mr. a by teave; introduced a bill for the’ relief of J. 

Neill; read a first time. D pE 

" Mr. Wallace, by leave; suttedueed a‘bill to prevent fecu- 
lors, administrators, &c., from purchasing or trading fof any 


Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the location of - 
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debt, claim or demand against the estates of their testators a 
intestates, and for other purposes; read-a first time. ` ì 
Mr. Lewisof Montgomery, offered the following resol 

tion, to WIL: 

Resolved, That the committee on Finance be instructed p 
enquire into the propriety and necessity of-so amending th 
laws relative to the collection of the license tax imposed’ o 
merchants, grocers and retailers of spirits, 0 as to ensure | 
more prompt collection thereof, and that they report by bil 
or otherwise ; adopted. 

Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, by eae: introduced a bill fx 
the establishment of a post office at the house of Jonatha 
Collard, in the county of Montgomery ; read a first time. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bilk to repeal the 17 
section of an act organizing’ Justices’ Courts, and definin 
the powers and jurisdiction of the same, &c. &c., approy 
Dec. 20th, 1836: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Camneayyt the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the relief of Isaac Van Zandt, late Charg 
d’Affaires to the U., States, was taken up, read a third ti 
and passed. 

The bill granting one-third of a league of land to Hugh § 
Stapp, was taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the appointment of an additional number 
Notaries Public in the county of Montgomery, was taken u 
read a third time and passed. 

The resolution appointing the 16th instant the time to g 
into the election of public printer, was, on motion of Mr. Har 
din, laid on the table, 

The resolution of the Senate appointing the 21st‘inst. tht 
time for said election, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr 
Robinson, laid on the table. 

The bill directing the President and Heads of Departmen 
to return to Austin was taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Parker moved to ley it on the table; lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a call ofthe House ; carried—and Se 
geant-at-Arms despatched for absent- members. _ è 
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-0n ination of Mr. Menefee, a further call df the House was 
suspended. 
| Oo motion of Mr, Menefee, the bill was laid on the table, 


D ‘clock a. Me 

, The bill requiring the President to remove the Archives, 
eneral Land Office, &c. &c., from the eity of Austin to the 
own of Washington, was taken up, read a second time, and, 

bo motion of Mr. Seur ry, laid on the table and made the spe- 
ial order of the day for to-morrow at 11 o'clock a.m. 

The. bili for the benefit of the citizens of the Republic, was 
taken up, read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to the committee on the State of the Republic. 

The bill toestablish a mail route, was read a second time, 
pnd, on motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on 
Post Offices and Post Roads. 

, The bill concerning the records- of county surveyors, wag 
read a second time. 

Mr. Parker moved its referenee to the committee on county 
boundaries ; lost. 

| Mr. Millican moved to refer it to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary 3 carried. 

| The bill for the reliefof Henry Castro, was taken up on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Cooke of Bexar, moved its engrossment. 

| Mr. Bourland moved its reference to the committee on the 
State of the Republic, which motion having precedence was 
mut and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the committee were instructed to 
enquire into all matters concerning the satd grant. 

| The bill for the relief of actual settlers was taken up, read 
a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

3 The bill forthe relief of James W. SDS was taken up 
and read a second time. 

| Mr. Jones of 8. P. offered an amendment. 

| On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and amendment were laid 
on the table. 

The bill to provide for the better protection of the rights 
of married women, was read a second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. Menefee, referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 


and made the special order of the day for to-morrow at 11 | 
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On motion of Mr. Henderson, the-resolution of the Senate 
concerning public printer, was taken up, read and laid an 
the table one day for further-consideration. 

The bill more ‘effectually to organize the several Judicia 
Districts of the Republic, together with the report of the com: 
mittee recommending its indefinite postponement, was taken 
up; report adopted, “and bill rejected, 

. The report of the Judiciary committee remang a 
substitate for the bill to legalizethe acts of L. H. Dilliard, act 
ing Chief Justice of Harrison county, was taken ‘up’ and 
adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, ordered to be engross 
“ed. 
The bill to legitimatize and change the name of Mary Jane 
Dillard, was taken up on its second reading, and, op motion 
of Mr. Scurry, ordered. to be engrossed. 

The unfavorable report of the committee on the Judiciar : 
together with the bills, for the reliefof Jobn S. Black, and sùn- 
dry other citizens of Harris county, forthe issuing augmenta 
tion certifigate:, and to authorize the introduction rot copies ot 
recorded writings in evidence, was taken up, and-on motion 
of Mr. Henderson, ordered to lie on the table. 

The billto establish a mail route, and for other -purpases, 
was taken.up, and the following amendments of the commit- 
tee adopted to wit : 

In fitth line afer the word “to” strike out all to the word 
“let.” In the 7th line, after the word ‘of’? strike out 
“ Washington” and insert * Franklin.” In 10th line after 
the word “ of” insert “Thomas E. Smiths’ on. In 11th line 
strike out all after the word ‘ Ween 

Additional section. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of State be 
authorized and required tocontract, as soon as practicable, fot 
the transportation of the mail on the route specified in the fore- 
going section, until the time specified by, law tor all-ma con 
tracts to be let for the transportation of mails for the gnguing 
year; and that this act take effect from and afiar lis passage. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, offered the. followin gasaend ment, 
which was adopted, to wit: ‘in the tenth line,-.atter the 
word “of,” iasert ‘ Atta Springs, Parker's :Point and, Ethan 
Meton’s, on Richland Creek. A 


+ aye 
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‘On motish of Mr. Bourland, the bill was ordered to be’ en- 
grossed, 

The report of the committee on thé’ diie ofthe Republic, 
together with the substitute of the bill, to provide for the~ree- 
storation of land sofd for taxes in the county of Brazoria, to — 
the original owners were taken up, and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved to aménd by inserting in 7th line, after 
“and,” * forty-three and 3” adopted, i 

Mr. Cunningh im moved to amend—in ` fourteenth line, 
after © lands,” insert together with all costs which may have . 
accrued to A sheriff, in advertising and selling ihe. same; 
adopted. 

Mr. Smyth of Jasper, moved to amend—* provided said 
taxes be paid to the government on or before the first day of 
January, 1846. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, moved to strike out * 1846,” 
and insert “1847; lost. n 

The question was then taken on Mr. Sinyth’s motion and 
carried. 

Mr. Scott moved to amend, i in sixth line, , after the word 
“the,” by striking out.“ spring,” aad inserting, “ vears+” 
adopted. 

Qua motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was ordered. to be engross- 
ed. - 
A message from His Excellency, the President, was re- 

ceived through his Private Secretary,.Mr. S. Z. Hoyle. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced a bill making an appro- 
‘priation for the payment of the -outstanding liabilities of the 
contingent expenses of the eighth Congress; read a first time. 

The report of the committee on the Judiciary, together 
with the bill to amend an‘act entitled’ an act ‘to’ re- -dtganize 
the District’ Courts of the fourth: Sudidiat District, passed 
Jaunary t@th, 1844, was taken up on its second’ rebding f re- 
port adoptad, and on motion ‘of Mr. Cunningham, bill ordered 
to be engrdssed.* -> Le ae We foot 

The bill for the dvaree of Elizabeth A. ‘Dennissee from- 
Peter: Denniséé,:“tégether with the report of the committee, 
was taken up, and on motion of Me Parker, ordered to be 
efigrdssed. 

Mr. Robinson PAE the petititin of N. H. Mohaer. 
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Mr. Parker. moved. the reading of the accompanying docu- 
ments; lost. 

Qn motion of Mr. Robinson, the petition: was referred to 
the comnittee-on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the relief of the Sheriff of Houston county 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Sadler moved its. engrossment. 

Mr. Parker moved that the House resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, to investigate the claim ; lost. 

‘The question then recurredsan the engrossiuent, which was 
carried. 

On motion of Mr. Jonés of San Patricio, the House ad- 
journed until 3 o’olock P. M. 


3 o'clock, Pp. Me 


House met; ;_roll called ; quorum present ; the House pro-` 
ceeded to business. 

- Mr. Erath offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Be it Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs con- 
fer with the like committee of the Senate, on the subject of 
the protection of the frontier ; adapted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the communi¢ation from His 
Excellency, the President, was s taken up and read, as POORE 
to wi: : 


$ 


Exgcurivs: DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 16th, 1844. 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : R 


In conformity toa resolution of your honorable body, adop- 
ted onthe 11th instant, | herewith respectfully transmit the. 
statement of the aeting chief clerk of the General Post Office 
Bureau, with accompanying documents, which Iirast will 
furnish the desired information. . 

ANSON JONES. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the accompanying documents 
were referred to the committee on Post Offices and Post 


Roads. 
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On motion-of Mr. Scurry, the committee was instructed 
to call for persons and papers. ` ) 

Mr.: Henderson, by -leave,.introduced a bill.for the pay- 
ment ofdralt of Josiah G. Beatty and others; read & first 
time. ` 

Mr. Smith of Fannin,. moved a suspension of rule ; lost. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 
port, to wit: a. 
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Hov: or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washiugton, Dec. 16th, 1844: 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, l 

o Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
found correctly enrolled the following bill, to wit : 

“ Anact exempting mifisters of the gospel from serving, 
as jurors, and for other purposes.” 

‘The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to the President for his approval. 

l B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


The ‘report of the committee on Internal Improvements, 
J. N. Moffett chairman, to whem was referred the petition 
of Augustus Burr, reported the same back to the House by a. 
joint resolution, granting to Augustus Burr the franchise of 
the ferry at the west end of Galveston Island ; read a first 
lime. 

Mr. Jones of G., by leave, introdnced a bill to alter a 
mail route therein named, and for other purposes; read a 
first time. l Me ett 

On motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., Mr. Erath was added to 
the committee on Military Affairs. . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until half 
past 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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Turspay, Dec. 17, half past 9 o'clock, A. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; prayer by the Chap-, 


lain: the roll being-called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wil: ` 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, Gunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson, Lewis, Me Farlane, Mabry, Means, Menetee, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., 
Wallace, Wilhams and Williamson; a quorum present ; ; 
Journals-of rhe preceding day read and adopted. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, J.W. Hender- 
son chairman, towhom was referred the joint resolution for the 
relief of Henry Castro, reported the same back ‘to the House, 
by substitute, and recommended the adoption of the same. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was-referred the ‘bill forthe relief of Jonathan 
Bird, reported the same back tó the House by substitute, 
and recommended its adoption. 

The Committee on Finance, Geo. W. Smyth, chairman, 
to whom was referred two several bills, one tor the relef of 
the citizens of Goliad county; and the other for the relief of 
ihe resident citizens of Bexar county, reported the same back 
to the House by a substitute, and recommended its adoption. 

Thé same committee to whom was referred tbe bill to ad- 
mit books free of duty, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its indefinite postponement. 

‘The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Calvin 
Sumrall, reported the same back to the House without ac- 
tion, and begged to be discharged from a further considera- 
tion of the same. All of which reports, together with the bills 
were laid on the table, tocome up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Armstrong, by teave, introduced.a bill to regutate the 
proceedings in civil suits; read a first time. 

Mr: Robinson offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, wien Sen- 
ate, be requested to act with a like committee of the . House, 
in the examination of a copy of a digest of the laws of the 
Republic; adopted. 

Mr. McFarlane offered the following resolution, to wit: 
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Resolved, That the committee on the State of the Republic 
be instructed to enqujre into the expediency-oFabolisbing the 
present ‘Tarifl—raising a revenue by direct taxation, and 
To the poris of Texes to a free reciprocal -eosmaerce: 
with all nations—to report by bill «ør otherwise ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr, Erath, the House proceeded to the 


i ORDERS OF THE PAR 


` The resolution of ‘he Senate’ta dea a Public Printer was 
taken up: 

Mr. Menefee moved to lay it on the tables lost. 

The resolution was then’ adopted. l 

The.bill supplementary to the several acts relative to di- 
rect luxation was taken up, read a second time, and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The bill to authorize the erection ofa Light-House on 

~Galveston Island was taken up, read a second time, aud, on 
motion of Mr. McFarlane, ‘referred toa select committee. 

Messrs. McFarlane, Smytl. of Jasper and Jones of San Pa- 
tricio. were appointed said committee. 

- On motion of Mr. Robinson; Mr. Jones of San Patricio was 
added to the committee on Naval Affairs. : 

The bill explanatory ofan act, supplementary: to an act to 
raise a revenue by impost duties.was taken up, réad a se- 
cond time, and, on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred tothe 
committee on Finance. $ > 

The bill requiring the government to relinquish its Fight tò 
two lots:in the town of Quintana was taken up, read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Perkins, referred to the commit- 
tee on Claims and Accounts. 

The. bill 19 establisha Light-House at Pics Cavallo, was 
taken up. and read a second t litne. 

Mr. McFarlane moved to refer it to the select committee, 
to whom was referred the bill to establish a Light-Honse on 
Galveston Island. - 0 un.» 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to-refer it to the committee on 
the State of the Republic ; ; last. 

The a ey en: recurred on Mr, McRarlaae s motian, 
and carried. 
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On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. Bourland was added to the 


select committee. . ' l 
The bill to provide for the location of the Seat of govern- 
ment, at the chy of Houston, was read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Scurry, referred to the committee on the 
State ofthe Republic. . 

The bill to repeal the Exchequer system, &c., was read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Mabry, referred to the 
committee on Finance. 

The bill for the location of the seat of government by the 
people, as read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Seur- 
ry, referred to the committee on the State of the Republic. 

The bill to establish a post office at the house of Jonathan 
Collard, in the county of Montgomery, was taken up, read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Erath, ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 
. Mr. Armstrong, offered the following resolution, to wit w 

Resolved, That by the concurrence of the Senate, the 
House will proceed to the election of Judges for the first, 
fifth and sixth Judicial Districts,on the 21st.inst. at 4 o’clock 
P. M.; laid on the table one day for further consideration. 

- The bill to repeal the 17th section. of an act organizing 
Justices’ Courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction of 
the same, &c. &c., was taken up, read a second time, and,,.ou 
motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary. l 

The bill for the relief of J. C. Neill, was taken up, read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Parker, ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The committee on Engrossed bills made the following re- 
port, to wit: Í 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, ? 
Deċember 17th, 1844. 


Honorable John M. Lewis, D OEA 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee ou Engrossed Bills have examined a bill 
legitimatizing and changing thé name of Mary Jane Dillard; 
also, a bill to legalize the official acts of L. H. Dilliard, Chief 
Justice of the county of Harrison ; also, a bill to restore land. 
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sold for: taxes to the original owners ; also, a bill to reorgan- 
ize the District Court of the fourth Judicial Distriét, passed. 
January 18th, 1844; also, a bill'to establish a mail föate and 
for: other pirrposes; . dls, a joint resolution for-thé relief 
of the Sheriff of Houston county’; also, a billfor the divorce 
of Elizabeth A. Dennissee from Peter Dennissee, and‘ find 
the same correctly engrossed. | 
WM. L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 


Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill directing the President 
and Heads of Departments to geturn to the city of Austin, 
was taken up, it being the special order of the day for 11 
o’clock. se . 

Mr. Scurry moved its reference to the committee on the 
‘State of the Republic. tn 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was order- 
ed ;-there being a full house, a further call was suspended. 

The Ayes and Noes, upon the reference, being called, 
_ stood as follows + 
~ Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R:, Ford, 
‘Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Means, Millican, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace and 
Williamson—18. l l ; 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham; Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of S. 
P., Lewis, MeFarlane,, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of F. and Williams—20; 
Jost. ` 

Mr. Cazneau moved the engrossment ofthe bill. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke of B., a call of the House was 
made. ‘There being a full House, a further call was sus- 

ended. | | COA 
7 The Ayes and Noes were called and stood as- follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Gunning- 
ham, Duna, Erath, Gage, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of B. 
P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sutherland; Smith‘ef F. and Willianis—20. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R., Ford, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johnes Mears; Millicam, Flofett, Par- 
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ker, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace and 
Williamson—1S. 

So the bill was. ordered to be engrossed. , 

A message from His Excellency the President was receiv- 
ed through his private secretary, Mr. 8. Z. Hoyle. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate bad passed the billto alterand perma- 
nently establish the’ eastern boundary line of Rusk county, 
and for other purposes, with amendments. 

Also, a joint Feola on making an appropriation for the re- 
demption of William and Jane Simpson. 

Also, a resolution’ appuinting Monday, the 20ih day of 
January next, the time to adjourn sine die. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the bill requiring the Presi- 
dent to remove the Archives, &c., from the city of Austin, to 
the town of Washington, was taken up and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


3 a’clock, P. M. 


House met ; roll called ; quorum present; the House. pro- 
ceed to business. 

On motion of Mr. Seurry, the following communication 
from His Excellency, the President was taken up and read. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMEN’?, ? 
Washington, December 17th; 1844... 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives: 


Ta accordance toa resolution of the Honorable House of 
the 13:ih instant, I herewith respectfully transmit a statement 
irom the Treasury Department, shewing alt tbe salary off- 
cers belonging to the civil list, &c. - 

. ANSON JONES. ` 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the communication and accorhpa- 
nying documents were referred to the committee on eieae 
ment, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the House want 
into secret session, upon the eommunications.of His Becel- 
_lency, the President, marked “ secret.” we ee es 
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The doors being opened, on mation. of Mr. Means, the 
House adjourned until: to-morrow morhing 10 o’clock, . 


~ 
i 


W EDNESDAY,. Dee, 1S 10 o'clock, A.M. 


House met pursuant to adjour nments; prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to Wit: ‘ 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, 
Cooke of Robertson, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Johns, dJohfson, Jones of Gonzales; Lewis, McFarlane, 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Seott, Sutherland, Smyth of Jas- 
per, Troit, Wallace, Williams and Williamson; a quorum 
present, i 

Mr. Wallace, by (eave, orodja a bili to repeal the 17th 
section ofan act entitled, an act establishing the. jurisdiction 
and powers of the District Courts, approved 22d December, 
1836; read a first time. 

Mr. Parker presented the petition’ of Geo. C. Gwatheney 
and others, which was, on motion of Mr. Williamson, reler: 
red to the committee on Publie Lands. 

Wr. Wallace, “by leave, introduced a bill to sailings {he 
salaries of Judges of tle District Courts; and to: increase the 
salartes of District Attorneys; read a first time. 

A message from His Exceliency, the President, was re- 
ceived through his Private Secretary, Mr. S. Z. Hoyle. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the message was taken up 
and read as follows, to wit : 

Exrevrivs DEPARTMENT, - it 
Warningin; December T9; ISt 


peene 


Gentlemen of the Senate, | 
and. of the House of ee 
In the diggharge ofa duty imposed upon me by the. Con- 
stitution, te sine that provisjon in it whieh requires.the,, Presi- 
dent from time to time to giye Congress information-of the 
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atate of the Republic, and recommend for their consideration 
such measures as he may deem necessary ; I now respect- 
fully communicate, for your consideration, the subjoined in- 
formation, with my views and opinions, in regard to such 
measures, connected with the public interests, as seem to me 
proper to engage your early attention. l 

The message of my distinguished predecessor, communica- 
ted to your honorable bodies at the commencement of the 
present session, has embraced all the information connected 
with the state and condition of the Republic, which to bim 
appeared necessary for your governance, in those matters re- 
lating to the past administration of our national affairs. The 
full and perspicuous exposition of our foreign relations, pre- 
sented in that message, leaves no further information to be 
communicated, touching that subject ; and renders unneces- 
sary as well as superfluous, any suggestions upon it from me 
at the present time. 

It cannot but be remarked however, that, in the existing 
posture of our affairs, we have arrived at a point, perhaps at 
a crisis fraught with deep and absorbing interest in ovr his- 
tory as a nation. But it must be a source of gratification to 
every patriot that, in our present position, few if any neces- 
sary causes of apprehension or alarm for the future prosperi- 
ty ofour country, force tuemselves upon our observation. 

The representatives of the people, happily, are not now as- 
sembled for the paramount purpose of providing for the con- 
tinuance or security of our national existence, immediately 
threatened by foes from without or from within our borders, 
That existence no longer depends upon the issue, nor in-- 
volves in it continuance the hazards and calamities of im- 
pending war or immediate strife. 

The history of tte world demonstrates, that the infancy of 
every community, however exalted or distinguished, may 
have been its subsequent career and elevation, has been 
nursed and cradled amidst the stern concomitants of adversi- 
ty and poverty ; until nerved and fitted to win in the race 
of empire, regardles of the toils and difficulties of the 
course; and the fact, that our Republic has heretofore strug- 
gled and labored beneath the burthen of adverse and de- 
pressing influences, only shows that she could neither claim 
vor expect in her favor, any exception or remission of the 
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destiny prescribed for all. We have reason, however, for 
joy and congratulation, that our past history and present at- 
titude, alike evince tothe powers~of the earth, our capacity... 
for self-government, and our undeniable claim to distinct: 
and elevated nationality; and for unfeigned gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, whose providence has guided eur nation through 
her initiatory struggles, by exhibitions of favor and protec- 
tion, not less obvious in the course of ‘events, dnd in the 
connection ef cause and effect than the pillar and the flame, 
which anciently preceded and led his choser people in their 
journey to the promised land. P l 

The fears of our friends touching the permanency of our in- 
stitutions, and-the misrepreseńtations of our enemies abroad, . 
have no doubt heretofore had an effect, greatly to lessen the 
amount of emigration from other ‘countries to this; but within 
the past year, the umprepitious influence of these causes has 
been greatly mitigated, though doubtless not completely remov- 
ed. This is apparent, from the tide of immigration, consisting 
of thousands of families, which, during the last few months, has 
flowed into the northern, eastern and other portions of our ter- 
ritory—so that the rich harvests and plenteous crops, which in 
those sections crowned the labors of the cultivator, have not 
sufficed to prevent a temporary scarcity of provisions, in a land 
hitherto overflowing with abundance. 

The administration of justice through the medium of our 
courts, has been constant and uninterrupted, throughout the 
several districts and ‘counties, insuring the preservation and 
protection of private and public rights, the inviolability and en- 
joyment of privileges and property, the suppression of vice and 
immorality, the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors 3; and 
in short, circulating and diffusing the mild and beneficent influ- 
ence, action and supremacy of the laws, throughout the com- 
munity. In the few precincts and neighborhoods, where some 
disturbances arose, and instances of limited insubordination for 
ashort time prevailed—good order has been happily restored ; 
and, in the same sections, where the collection of the revenue 
has been evaded or resisted, submission to the requirements of 
our statutes on that subject is secured. > 

Primary schools and the higher institutions of learning, are 
generally established, and adequately supported in various por- 
tions of our Republic; extending the facilities and blessings of 
education and instruction to the rising generation, almost as 
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universally and effectually as those privileges are anya in the 
favored portions, of the United States, 

And in this connection, the cheering truth should not be pas- 
sed over, that the gospel of peace, uritramimelled by any species 

of legal intolerance or persecution, and eherished by perfect lib- 
erty “to believe and worship according to the dictates of con- 
science, is constantly and regularly “preached by its minis- 
ters of the several christian denominations, in every neighbor- 
hood.and settlement; and that the millions who assemble at the 
call of the Sabbath bell in the cities and villages of our father 
Jand, are joined in their devotions and their worship by .the’ 
yaultitudes who, at the same time, gather fora like object, 
throughout all our borders. 

The proud and happy position, which the preceding review 
of our affairs evinces that we now occupy as a nation, is to be 
attributed, under Providence, to the operation of those elevated: 
principles ofethics and natural justice, which govern and regu- 
late the intercourse and conduct of the eivilized and enlightened 
powers of the earth. From.the moral. influence incident to the 
practice of those principles, our Republic has obtained the re- 
spect of the great nations of the world; and in that respect, and 
in the united and unqualified reprobation with which those na- 
tions join in branding the barbarous policy of Mexico, in de- 
claring against her a war’ of savage extermination, no lees than 
in her own prowess, she finds the best guaranty for a continu- 
ance of the security she enjoys. At the risk of passing the le- 
gitimate bounds ordinarily preseribed to a document of this. 
description, I cannot but remark, tha; the foregoing unexaggera- 
ted description of our present condition, stamps with .deserved: 
falsehood, the assertion of the pseudo-philanthropist and calum- 
_niator, that the Anglo-Americams, in their progress of emigra- 
tion to the west, have carried along with them, and incorpor ated 

in their institutions an inferior order of. civilization. For the 
history of their migrations, and that of the noble race from 
which they sprung, clearly demonstrates, that, neither in the 
climes of the farthest east, nor in the islands of Australia and 
the Pacific, nor in the wi Ids and prairies of the west, have they 
ever, ina single instance, as a people or a community, degene- 
rated from the distinguishing virtues of their ancestral stock, 
nor become degraded by adopting i in their intercourse with sa- 
— any of the barbarous usages or customs incident to savage 

ife 


From the preceding review of our condition, the course of 
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legislation natutally indicated, séems‘necessarily confined to 
such measures as Congress, in its wisdom, may deem best 
calculated to promote the domestic interests and internal happi- 
ness of the community, and among these, the following subjects 
ate respectfully suggested for your consideration. 

Respectfully referring the Hon. Congress to the remarks made 
by me on the occasion of assuming the Executive functions, T 
would now suggest, in reference to the very important subject of 
our national currency, that the experiment of sustaining a pa- 
per issue, has.indeed, to a very considerable and satisfactory ex- 
tent, succeeded; but it has only been by the most extraordinary 
prudence, with which it has been managed. Circumspect as 
was the preceding administration, in holding the rein on the 
emission of Exchequer money, it created a sort of delusion as 
to the fiscal ability of the government, which was made mani- 
fest in the extraordinary amount of private appropriations pro- 
posed by the different sessions of Congress. “These appropria- 
tions, it is true, were in a great-measure arrested, but only by 
the exercise of that power vested in the Executive, which is ev- 
er used with great reluctance. 

That urgent necessity which three years since, required of 
the government a resort to the issue of Exchequer bills, has 
now ceased to exist, and the continuance of the system is no 
longer justified. I would therefore recommend the repeal ofall 
laws by which they are authorized, and such enactments as will - 
provide for the redemption of those now in circulation, prevent 
a re-issue, and require their destruction as fast as they are re: 
ceivedinto the Treasury. ` oo i 

The fallacy and the danger of a factitious paper currency 
have been demonstrated by every civilized nation upon earth, 
and Texas, having once participated in this demonstration, 
should now, when sheis able to do so, abandon the experiment, 
and resort in time to what the experience of the past has con- 
clusively shown to be the only safe expedient for governments— 
a hard money currency—as a circulating medium. As a com- 
mercial convenience, recourse may be had to a system of Trea- 
sury drafts, drawn against specie in actual deposit. 

Intimately connected with the important subject of the cur- 
rency, are those of the income and expenditures of the govern- 
ment. In relation to the latter, I would earnestly impress upon 
Congress the manifest importance of reducing them te the low- 
est amount consistent with an efficient. administration of our 
national affairs. 
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The burthens of taxation, whether direct or indirect, are sore- 
ly felt by the people, and should be made as light as possible. 
These however constitute at the present time, the only availa- 
ble means for the support of our civil institutions, the mainte- 
nance of our independence, and the protection of our widely 
extended frontier. The current expenditures of the govern- 
ment should at all events, be reduced considerably within the 
probable amount of its current receipts ; for by this course alone, 
can the national faith and credit be sustained, and the most dif- 
ficult and unpleasant embarrassments to the administration pre- 
vented. l Í l 
= The statements already submitted to' Congréss by the Trea- 

sury Department, will show this amount, and be a safe guide to 
‘Congress, in making judicious and proper appropriations. 

We are in a great measure indebted to the tariff for the pre- 
sent healthy condition of our finances, and past experience 
proves that it is impossible the government can subsist without 
it. No system of direct taxation can adequately supply its 
place. One ofthe most serious objections to the tariff system 
has heretofore been, that its burthens have fallen unequally on 
different sections of the country. This objection, however, in 
consequence of the energetic endeavors of the Treasury De- 
partment, fam happy to say, has, in a great measure, ceased. to 
exist, and with the aid of judicious legislation, giving to the 
government the power to enforce the revenue laws in the case 
of importations by land carriage, we have every reason to ex- 
pect that by the meeting of the next Congress, the Executive 
will be able to report a general payment of the revenue through- 
out the Republic. -e l 

The subject of revenue is one of which you will allow me to 
recommend to your very deliberate regard, and in connection 
with it, to express a conviction, derived from the experience 
of the last three years, that the present rates of duties on im- 
ports, under such regulations as will lead to their general col- 
lection in all parts of the country, and their prompt and certain 
payment into the Treasury, will insure to the government an< 
amount probably suflicient, under a continuance of a state of 
peace, to meetthe wants of an economical administration of - 
its affairs, 

So long as the right to impose duties ôn imports is confined 
to its legitimate purpose, the raising of-a sufficient revenue for 
the constitutional wants of the government, it may not be ma- 
terial, in the present condition of the country to pursue any 
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other object of discrimination, than such"as will render the re- 
turns from it secure and stable, and apply it to such articles as 
come most generally into common use in all parts of the country, 
thereby drawing, as near as may be, from all who participate in.. 
. the blessings of a good government, a measurably equal contri- 
bution .to its support. If. these objects have been attained by 
the present tariff, [ should hope its provisions might not be dis- 
turbed by any.act on our part which will render it less deserv- 
ing of public confidence. 

But I cannot, atthe same time, refrain from directing your 
attention towards the severe hardships to which our planting 
interests are exposed, by the ordinate duties imposed by for- 
eign countries on our cotton, our only staple export of present 
particular importance; and to suggest to your especial conside- 
ration, the passage of such laws as shall mitigate the operation 
of our tariff on importations from such manufacturing countries 
as shall agree to relieve our cotton partially or entirely from 
the duties now imposed upon it. 

No country. on the face of the earth possesses so distinctly 
as we do, the ability to enter upon that policy of mutual free 
trade, which should become more and more every day the great 
object and aim of all enlightened governments, Let us begin 
then by limiting its operation to such countries as may have 
the wisdom and the justice to extend to our own great staples 
an exemption from that burthen which now bears with such _ 
severity upon our planting and landed interests. 

Should the present system of direct taxation be continued, I 
would respectfully recommend to Congress‘a thorough reforma- 
tion in the mode ofits collection. The officers engaged in this 
branch of the public service, should be made immediately re- 
sponsible to the government. The Treasury Départment 
should have the power of appointing, directing, and removing 
all officers connected with the public income, in order to ensure 
its prompt application to the purposes for which it may have 
been collécted. ~ 

Connected’ with the subject of our finances, I would respect- 
fully recommend to Congress the passage of a law. for ascertain- 
ing and classifying the public debt of the country, by requiring 
all persons having claims against it, to present the.same to the 
Treasury Department, within a definite period, with a view to 
an ultimate liquidation of the same, upon. principles of equality. 
The plighted faith of the-country should be protected from all 
reproach; and if we shall indeed find that the patrimony of our 
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children has been impaired by extravagance and improvidence, 
we may at least relieve our own memories in their. estimation, 
and that of the world, from the humiliating stain of repudiation. 

There is another subject which will doubtless engage your 
deliberations, as it has that ot every other Congress which pre- 
ceded you; I refer to the establishment of the seat of govern- 
ment. This has always been a vexed question, and the agita- 
tion of it has produced much excitement in the public mind— 
The efforts of the national legislature to settle it satisfactorily 
have heretofore proved entirely abortive, and as this desirable 
result would be productive of great good to the country and the 
interests of all her citizens, I would most respectfully, but ear- 
nestly recommend that the question of a location of the seat of 
government, for the next twenty years, should be at once refer- 
red to the people for their determination. Oo 

The protection of our western and south-western frontier, is 
a subject ef which, from its necessity and importance, will re- 
commend itself, I doubt not, to the attention of Congress, I 
would recommend, that one or two additional corps of rangers, 
-be authorized to be raised, and that they be mustered into ser- 
vice either permanently or temporarily as future exigencies may 
require. By this means, it is believed, adequate protection and 
safety may be extended to that interesting and hitherto suffer- 
ing portion of our country. 

In a letter addressed to the Secretary of State, under date of 
the* 23d ultimo, and communicated to the Executive Depart- 
ment, my attention has been called to a matter of some impor- 
tance in its relation to the commercial interests of the country, 
and the safety of vessels bound for the port of Galveston. It 
appears that owing to the absence of a light-house, or some con- 
spicuous land-mark to serve as a guide to ship masters, much 
difficulty and delay, as well as considerable loss, have been 
experienced by navigators unacquainted with the coast, in en- 
tering that port. It is suggested that our government would be 
doing an acceptable service to foreign shipping, besides lower-. 
ing freights and facilitating her commercial intercourse with 
Europe, now sensibly affected by the present high rates of in- 
surance, by the construction of the necessary beacons; and to 
your consideration the matter is submitted. 

Although there has been considerable legislation, .having’ for 
its object the settlement of the claims of our citizens to head- 
right and bounty lands, yet the existing laws are deemed insuffi- 
cient for the full adjustment of those claims. The constitution, 
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for instance, provides, that all citizens living in Texas at the time 
of its adoption, (viz: the 17th of March, 1836,) who had not 
received their lands in like manner as colonists, should be en- 
titled to the same in the proportions therein specified. It is well 
known that a class of immigrants cameand settled in the country 
between the 2d and 17th of March, 1836, and itis believed that, 
by'the existing laws, no mode is provided whereby they can ob- 
tain their respective quanta of land. This instance is not re- 
ferred to as presenting the most important class of unliquidated 
claims for land in favor of a portion ofour citizens, but merely 
for the purpose of illustrating the. necessity of further legisla- 
tive action to provide for the speedy settlement of all just claims 
ofa similar or dnalagous description, which remain: dormant 
and unsatisfied. 

To provide for perfecting the titles of. our citizens by patents, 
in all cases where their incipient rights have been properly con- 
summated by adequate surveys,-under legal and genuine certi- 
ficates, or land warrants, is also recommended to your atten- - 
tion, It would be proper, deliberately to consider in what cases 
patents should be issued, and to define, by clear and distinct en- 
actments, the duties of officers in this behalf. It might, also, 
be productive of great benefit and convenience, to establish, in 
different sections of the country, two local land offices, subordi- 
nate to the General Land Office, to facilitate the issuance of pa- 
tents to those who may be entitled to receive them. 

The formatian of a penal code, and the revision of the ci- 
vil and criminal laws, as contemplated and required by the 
7th section ‘of the.general provisions of the Constitution, are 
subjects which commend themselves to your attention, as well 
by their innate importance and ‘bearing upon the well being 
of the community, as by the sacred character of the para- 
mount law which enjoins the duty ; and it will be for Con- 
gress to determine whether the time has yet arrived when it 
may be convenient for the country to be put in possession of 
the lasting and incalculable benefits to which she is thus en- 
titled by her Constitution. Atthe present session, however, 
Congress can do little more in this matter than to prescribe 
the mode of effecting the object contemplated, by providing 
for the appointmerit of some suitable person or persons to 
accomplish the undertaking, under. such ‘restricted powers 
as you may see fit to define and grant; and to take some in- 
cipient measures for the erection of a’ penitentiary—thereby 
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carrying into practice the ‘principles of reformation,” unal- 
loyed by “ vindictive justice,” as contemplated by the fra- 
mers of the constitution in the article alluded to. 

Tt is well known, that considerable amounts of land, in 
different parts of our territory, have accrued: to the govern- 
ment by forfeiture and otherwise, of which she has not been 
put in possession ; and in suits between individuals, for the 

. settlement of their private nghts relating to land, intricate 
and protracted litigation not unfrequently ‘occurs, in cases 

which would be adjusted without difficulty, if the rights of the 
government were defined and consummated. Accumulated 

locations and surveys have, in many instances,.been made 
upon the same tract, under the belief, that, notwithstanding 
prior locations, the land was still vacant. Such: a course of 
proceeding, growing out of delay, on the part of the govern- 
ment, to avail herself of the possession of her own legitimate 

_rights in regard tothe domain ; inducing by its continuance, 
a spirit of reckless and unfair speculation in doubtful titles, 
and necessarily involving, in the issue, distress and ruin to: 
many individuals—might, doubtless, be arrested by adequate 
and just legislations and it is accordingly submitted to your 
prudent consideration, to devise. the mode of effecting that 

object, by the passage ofa law to put the government in pos- 

session of lands subject to forfeiture or escheat: to settle the 

claims ofindividuals touching the same, so far as adverse to 

that of the government ; aud, should Congress deem proper, 
to dispose of the same, by giving a pre-emption right in favor 
of persons equitably entitled to such a grant by possession or 
otherwise, in case they might choose to become the purcha-- 
sers. 

In conclusion, I must be permitted to express to you, as 
the representatives of a youthful, but prosperous and gallant 
nation, my firm reliance upon your individual and collective 
wisdom and integrity, in the prosecution of such measures as 
may best tend to promote and secure the great interests of 
the community confided to our charge, by a course of pru- 
dent and peaceful legislation, in which I shall be most happy 
to co-operate; and, by a devoted and unselfish discharge of 
your exalted trusts, which Ishallbe most proud to emulate. 
In the performance ofthe duties indicated by your official 
relations, Lam unable to perceive any unavoidable causes of 
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dissention or discord, to marthe harmony of your counsels, 
and consequently to detract from the dignity and wisdom of 
your deliberations ; and, although the.tares as well as the 
wheat, may, if sought, be found in the field of your labors,. 
yet, I confidently trust, that like the messengers of good, you 
will gather for the garner of our nation, and for your own 
meed, the latter and not the former. 
ANSON JONES. 


Mr. Henderson moved that the committee on printing be in- 
structed to have printed 1,500 copies of the message for the use 
of the House. l i 

Mr. Williamson moved to amend by instructing the joint 
committee on printing ; amendment accepted by Mr. Hender- 
son, and the motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the private Secretary was au- 
thorized to take the message for the purpose of transmitting it 
to the Senate, there being but one copy ofit, 

On motion.of Mr. Gage, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution appointing the 2st instant the time of elec- 
tion for Judges, was taken up. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “4o’elock r. m.” and insert 
«11 o’clock a.m. ;” earried. S a f 
Mr. Menefee moved to strike out “21st” and insert “24th ;” 
lost ; resolution adopted. os 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
‘House of the passage of the following bills, to wit : 

A bill more perfectly defining the boundaries of the county 
of Jackson. . : 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Van Zandt, late Charge d’Affaires 
to the United States. l 

A bill to locate the county seat of Austin county, and; 

A joint resalution providing for an amendment of the Consti- 
stitution, andthe establishment ofa Supreme Court, 

The bill to alter and permanently establish the eastern boun- 
dary line of Rusk county, and for other purposes, was taken up, 
with the amendment of the Senate, 

Mr. Scott moved to lay it on the table until the 23d inst.; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the amendment of the Senate to strike 
out “permanently” in the caption, was concurred in. 
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"The resolution of the Senate to adjourn sine die-on the-20th 
January next, was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. . William- 
sen, laid on the table. 

The bill to prevent administrators, executors, &c., from pur- 
chasing or trading for any debt, claim or demand against the 
estates of their testators or intestates, and for other purposes, was 
taken up, read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Wallace, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bili making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the contingent expenses of the 8th Con- 
gress, was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Hender- 
son; referred to the-committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The bill for the payment of the drafts of Josiah G. Beatty, 

-and others, was taken up, read a second time, .and, on motion 
of Mr. Henderson, referred to the committee on Finance. 
The bill granting to Augustus Burr‘the franchise of the ferry 
at the west end of Galveston Island, was taken up, and read a 
second time. 
Mr. Millican moved its-engrossment. 
Mr. Henderson moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 
Mr. Williamson moved its reference to the committee on the . 
J aa which motion having precedence, was put and car- 
ried. 
- The bill to alter a certain mail route therein named, and for 
other purposes, was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Jones of G., referred to the committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads. i 

The bill to legalize the official acts of L. H. Dilliard, Chief 
Justice of Harrison county, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to legitimatize and change thename of Mary Jane 
Dillard, was read a third time and passed. . 

The bill to restore land solc for taxes to the original owners, 
was taken up, read a third time.and, passed. 

The bill to reorganize the District Courts of the fourth Judi-. 
cial District, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to establish a mail route, and for other purposes, was 
taken up, read a third time and passed. ` . 

The bill for the relief of the Sheriff of Houston county, was 
taken up, read a third time and rejected. 

The bill for the divorce of Elizabeth A. Dennissee from Pe- 

ter Dennissee, was read a third time and passed, 

The hill toadmit books free of duty, together with the un- 
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favorable report of the Finance committee thereon, was taken 
up on its second reading. 

Mr. Smith, of Fannin, moved to adopt the Teport of the com- 
mittee. 

Williamson moved that the report and bill lie on the ti=~ 
ble 5 tost. 

The Ayes and Noes were called on the adoption of the report 
of the committee, and stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Gouna: of R, 
Cunningham, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, 
Jones of G. Jones of 8. P., McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Suther- 
land, Smith, of F. , Smyth, of J., Truit, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson—30. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Dunn, Erath, Lewis, and Robin- 
son—5. Report adopted ahd bill rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Calvin ‘Sumrall, ‘was taken up on its 
second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered to 
lie on the table. 5 

The bill før the relit of Henry Castro, was taken up on its 
second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Henderson, ordered to 
lie on the table. 

- On motion of Mr. Parker; the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P, M. ; 


z 3 o’clock, P. m. 


Mr. Williamson presne the petition of A. Somervell, ‘tick 
was referred to the committee on Finance, with instructions to 
report as soon as practicable, by bill or otherwise. 

‘Mr. Jones, of S. P., by leave, introduced a bill to authorize 
the re-organization of the counties of ae and San Patricio; 
read a first time. 

‘Mr. Sadler, by leave, introduced a bill, supplementary to an 
act entitled an act, to change in part the times of holding the 
District Courts, in the 5th and 7th Judicial Districts. Approved, 
ae th January, 1844: read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke, of Ri, by leave, introduced a bill for the protec- 
tion of the northern frontier ; reada first time. : 

The committee on Enrolled Bilis, made the following report, 
to wit: 


Commirrex Room, 
December 17th, 1844. 


Lo the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined a bill to 
be entitled, an act to locate the county seat of the county of 
Austin ; and a joint resolution for the relief of Isaac Van 
Zandt, late Charge d’Affaires to the United States, and have 
found the-same correctly enrolled. The Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate having signed 
them, were this day presented to His Excellency, the Presi- 


dent, for his approval. 
B. RUSH WALLACE, ‘Chairman. 


Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, Mr. Williamson was added to the 
comm:tiees on Public Lands and Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Smyth, of Jasper, was added 
to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr, Lewis, Mr. Perkins was added to the com- 
mittee on Post Offices and Post Roads, 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of John Morris, which was 
referred to the committee on Public Lands, with instructions to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill for the benefit of actual set- 
tlers was withdrawn from ‘the committee on Public Lands, an, 
on motion of Mr. Scott, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wallace moved that the Speaker. of the House of Repre- 
sentatives appoint two of the committee on Enrolled Bills of 
‘said House, to act in concert with a like number, appointed by 
the Senate, to discharge the duties as specified in the 7th rule 
of the joint rules and orders of the two Houses. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following as a substitute, to wit: 

Resolved, That, with thé concurrence of the Senate, the 7th 
joint rule of the two Houses be suspended for the present ses- 
ssion of Congress, so far as the joint action of the two committees. 
on Enrolled ‘Bills, i in the examination of bills and their respec- 
tive reports made, is required ; rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House. adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 10 o'clock. tee 


TF 
Taurspay, Dec. 19, 10 o'clock, a. at. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members -an= 
_swered totheir names, to wit: 

Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke, of B., Cooke, 
of R., Cunningham, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson, Jones 
of G., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Par- 
ker, Perkins, Robinson, ‘Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smith, of F., Smyth, of J., Truit, Wallace, Williams.and Wil- 
liamson ; quorum present ; Journals of the preceding day read 
and adopted, - , 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of F., the vote cast yesterday, con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate, to a bill to alter and 
establish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, was re-con- 
sidered. 

Mr. Gage moved the reading of the petition, upon which the 
bill was founded. “i 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of Howard and Ogden, 
which was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 
with authority to call for persons and papers. 

Mr. Ford presented the petition of Neely Kimbro, which was 
referred to the committee on Public Lands: 

_ Mr. Jones, of S. P., presented the petition of William Pringle, 
and James H. Grieve. which. was referred to the committee on . 
the State of the Republic. . 

The committee on the State of the Republic, J. W. Hender- 
son, chairman, to whom was referred a bill for raising a county 
revenue, and for other purposes. Also, a bill for the benefit of 
the citizens of the Republic, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended their indefinite postponement. 

The committee on the State ot the Republic, to whom was 
referred the dill for the location of the Seat of government by 
the. people, reported the same back to the House, and, recom- 
mended its passage. Signed, by Messrs. Scott, Armstrong and 
Johns: which reports, together with the bills, were laid on the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chairman, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Lucy Davis, reported the 
same back to the House, by a bill, for the relief of Lucy Davis, 
which was read a first time. : 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill requiring 
the government to relinquish its title to two lots in the 
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town of:Quintana,: reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended its passage—report and bill laid on the table, to 
come np among the orders ofthe day. ` 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
J. A. Young, reported the same back to the House, with a joint 
resolution for the relief of J. A. Young ;-read a first time. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Mr. Robinson, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to repeal the 17th section ‘ef an act 

organizing Justices’. Courts, and defining the powers and juris- 
diction of the same, &c, &e., reported “the same back ‘to the 
House, and recommended its indefinite postponement, 

Mr, Smith of F., moved the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Wallace moved to refer it toa select committee, whieh 
motion having precedence, was put and carried. 

Messrs. Wallace, Smyth, of J. and Armstrong were- appointed 
said committee. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as refers 
to the difficulties in the county of Shelby, be referred to a select 
committee ; adopted. 

Messrs. ‘Truit, Moffett, Parker, Robinson and Williams were 
appointed said committee. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a select , committee, 
whose duty it shall be to take into consideration the several de- 
partments of our jurisprudence, and report to the House, by bill, 
such amendments and alterations of ourlaws as they think 
best suited to our condition; adopted. 

Messrs. Armstrong, Robinson, Wallace, Smyth’ and Menefee 
were appointed said committee.. 

- Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill for the appointment of 
Patrols; read a first time. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill, to change in part 
the times of holding. the District Courts,-in the 7th Judicial 
District; read a first time. 

Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill, making an appropria- 
tion for the contingent printing of Congress ; ; read a first time. 

Mr. Ford, by leave, introduced a bill to endow the Wesleyan 
College of San Augustine; read a-first time. 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Mrs. 
Sarah Brown; read a first time, 


~ 


79 


Mr. @ooke of Robertson, by leave, introduċčeđ a "pill forthe 
relief of Farrett Menefee ; read a first time: __ 

Mr. Mabry, by leave, introduced a bill making an approptia- 
tion for the payment of the claims of Messrs. Bawdon, . Wight 
Hatch:and Edson’; read a first time. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills mace the following re- 
port, to wit? 


a a 


Housz OF EEE 
December 16, 1844. 


Ta the Honorable John M. on 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 


The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint re- 
solution for the relief of J. C. Neill—also, a bill for the estab- 
lishment of a Post Office at the house of Jonathan Collard, in 
the county of Montgomery—also, a bi!l directing the President 
-and Heads.of Departments to return to the city of Austin—and 
find the same correctly engrossed. 

_ WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee.. 


- Report adopted. 

Mr. Moffett, by leave, intr oduced a bill prohibiting the sale. 
of donations of land to colleges, &e., under eight years; read 
a first time. . 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to allow defendants 
to pleada partial failure of consideration ; read a first time. , 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to abolish capital 
punishment within the limits of the Republic of Texas ; read a 
a first time. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, by leave, introduced a bill to regu- 
late in part the location of land claims ; read a first time. 

Mr. Menefeé, by leave, introduced a ‘bill authorizing Sam’l 
J. Redgate to adopt a certain person therein named ; read a first 
time. 

Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a bill making legitimate a 
certain person therein named ; read a, first time. 

Mr. Sadler, by leave; introduced a bill to review and make a 
road therein named: read a first time. 

Mr, Smyth of Jasper, by leave, introduced a bill authorizing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to settle the accounts pending 
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between Gail Borden, Jr., late Collector of Galveston, and the 
Government of the Republic of Texas; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule’ was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time. — | - 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to -he en- 
grossed. j 

Mr. Henderson moved a further suspension of the rule. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Dunn, Gage, Henderson, Jones of 
8S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Ogden, Perkins, Ro- 
binson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J, Trut and 
Williams—19. . 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Johns, John- 
son, Jones of G., Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, 
Smith of F., Wallace and Williamson—20 ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the vote on the engrossment of thé 
bill was re-considered. : : 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill wasreferred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. i 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock P. m.; 
lost. ; 

Mr. Cazneau moved to take up the orders of the day, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. m. l 


-~ $8 o'clock, P. M. 
House met; roll called; quorum present. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that in conformity with the 7th joint rule of the two 
Houses, Senators Caldwell and Roman had been appointed a 
committee on the part of the Senate, to act in conjunction with 
alike committee of the House, to compare the Enrollment with 
the Engrossed Bills, as passed in the Houses—also, asking the 
withdrawal of the bill to alter and permanently establish the 
eastern boundary line of Rusk county. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the request was.granted. 

‘The committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, William H. 
Bourland, chairman, to whom was referred the message of tis 
Excellency, the President, with accompanying documents, in 
reply to a resolution adopted by the House, on the [1th instant, 
calling for information, together with other documents referred, 
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by- motion of Mr. Gaye, reported the same back to the Howse, 
by a: joint resolution establishing a Post Office, and for other 
purposes ; read a first time, 

. Mr. Cooke, of R., by leave, introduced a bill to provide for 
carrying the pnblic mail from Franklin, in Robertson county, — 
to Crocket, in Houston county; read a first time. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred the petition of sundry 
citizens of Rusk county, praying for the rights of citizenship 
for Earley Cordray, reported the same.back to the ee with 
a bill for that purpose ; read a first time, 

Mr. Scurry offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That that portion of the President's message which 
refers to the abolition of the Exchequer system be referred to 
the committee on Finance: and ‘that portion referring to the 
formation of treaties upon the basis of free trade, be referred to 

the committee on Foreign Relations; adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Henderson, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, the motion of Mr. Wallace, of 
yesterday, concerning the 17th joint rule was laid on the table. 

Messrs. Wallace and Perkins were appointed the committee 
on the part of the House, to act in conjunction with a like com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate, on Enrolled Bills. : 

The bill supplementary to an act to regulate proceedings in 
‘civil suits was. taken up, read a second time, and on motion of 
Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the bill requiring the President 
to remove the Archives, &c., from the city of Austin, to the town 
of Washington was taken up, read a second time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Scurry, referred tothe committee on the State of 
the Republic. 

Mr. Ogden moved to take up the bill for the relief of Henry 
Castro ; lost. i 

Mr. Williamson moved to take up the bill for the location of 
the seat of government by the people ; lost. 

The bill making an appropriation for the redemption of Wil- 
liam and Jane Simpson was taken up; read a first time. 

The bill providing for an amendment of the Constitution, and 
for the establishment ofa Supreme Court was taken up ; reada 
first time. 

F 
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The bill for the protection -of the’ northern frontier was read 
a second time, and:on motion of Mr. Cooke of R., referred to ihe 
committee on Military Affairs. 

The bill supplementary to an-act entitled aw act to change 3 in 
part the times of holding the District Courts in the 5th and 7th 
Judicial Districts; approved January 27th, 1844, was taken up; 
read a second time. 

Mr. Sadler moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Gage moved its reference to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary; carried. 

The billto repeal the 17th section of an act establishing the 
powers and jurisdiction of the District Courts was taken up, 
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Wallace, referred to 
the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to reduce the salaries ef Judges of the District Courts, 
and to increase the salaries of District Attorneys was taken up, 
read a second time and on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred- 
to the committee on the Judiciary. - 

The bill to authorize the re organization of Refugio and San. 
Patricio counties-was taken up, read a second’ time, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, referred to the committee on 
the State of the Republic. 

The bill directing the President and Heads of Departments 
to return to the city of Austin was taken up and read a third 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a eall ofthe House was madé. 

Mr. Armstrong being absent, ‘the: Sergeant-at-Arms was de- 
spatched for him: The Sergeant. at-Arms having returned with 
Mr. Armstrong—on motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, he 
was discharged from custody without the payment of fees.’ 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved the-previous question.. 

Mr, Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Mr, Parker moved to adjourn until o’cloek, P. m. lost. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, on the motion to sd the. 
bill on the table, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R., Ford, Har- 
din, Henderson, Johns, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker; Sad- 
ler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J, Trait, Wallace and William- 
son—18. 

Noes—Messrs Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of S» Pep 
Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee; Ogden, Perkins, Sany 
son, Sutherland, Smith fF. and Williams—20.. 


= 


83 
Mr; Parker: moved. to adjourn until half after 5 o’clock, P. mM: y 


Jost. 
Mr. Henderson doai that Mr. Williamson have leave. to 
discuss the previous question ; lost. E 


> Mr, Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow ‘morning 
10 clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Means, a call of the House was made, 

Mr: Parker being absent, the Sergeant-at-Arms was despaich- 
ed for him. . 

Mr. Smith of F., moved a suspension of the call; lost, 

~ Mr. Wallace moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 10 
“oelock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow 10 o'clock, a. M. 
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Fripay, Dec. 20, 10 o'clock, a. m 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplais—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cunningham, Dunn, f 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, Jones 

| ofG, Lewis, Mabry, Menefee, Mil lican, Moffett, Parker, Per- 

| ~ Kins, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, Smith of Fj - Smyth of-J., Fruit, 

|. Wallace and Williams. 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read: and 

| adopted. 

| Mr. Cazneau moved that the fine imposed upon Mr. Parker 
for his absence yesterday, by the rule o$ the House, be remitted ; 
carried. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, presented the petition of Samuel 
Ricker, Jr., whieh was referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts, 

Mr. Moffett presented the several petitions of A. Stern, John 
Evans and John Engledon, which. were:referred to the com- 
mittee on Claims and Accounts. 

The committee on Post Offices and Past Reads, Wiliam H. 
Bourland, chairman, to whom. was referred the bill to alter a 
eertain mail route therein named, and for other purposes, re- 
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ported the same back to the House, and recommended. its-pas. 
sage. Report, together with the bill was laid on the takle, tô 
come up among the orders ofthe day. : | 

The committee on finance to whom was referred the bill au- 
thorizing the Secretary of -the Treasury to make a final settle- 
ment of the accounts pending between Gail Borden, Jr., late 
collector of Galveston, and the Republic of Texas, reported the 

‘same back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 

Mr. Bourland moved a suspension of the rule. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cunningham, Dunn, Gage, Hen- 
derson, Johns, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, Mc- 
Farlane Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truitand Williams—— 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., Ford, Har- 
din, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker and Wallace—10. Car- 
ried. 

Mr. Smith cf Fannin, moved the indefinite postponement of 
the bill; lost. kg 
` Mr. Parker moved a call of the House; lost. The bill was 
then read a third time and passed. 
` Mr. Bourland, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an 
act to open and establish a National Road, approved 5th Febru- 
ary, 1844; read a first time. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
transportation of goods coastwise ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, a committee of Commerce and 
Navigation was added as a standing committee of the House of 
Representatives, 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to rescind the joint 
resolution fixing a salary for the Clerk of the Supreme Court ; 
read a first time. ` 

On motion of Mr, McFarlane, the Speaker was authorized to . 
introduce bills, &c., &c. 

Mr. Speaker, (Mr. Lewis of Montgomery,) by leave, intro- 
duced a bill prescribing the rotine ofmilitary duty, and for éther 
purposes ; read a first time. 

_ Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill to ‘prevent the retail- 
ing of spirituous’ liquors in quantities Jess than aquart; read a 
rst time, 7 ` 
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-.Mr. Hardin, by leave, introduced a bill to reduce the tax on 
neat cattle ; read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House proceeded to the. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. ne 


A bill requiring the President and Heads of ere to 
return to the city of Austin, the Seat of Government, with a 
motion for the previous question on its final passage—a call of 
the House pending. The Sergeant-at-Arms despatched after 
absent members. . l 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, r. m.; lost. 

“Mr. Smith of F., moved to adjourn until 3 o' ‘clock, A m.; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fan nin, moved a suspension of the call. 

Mr. Wallace moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. m.; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the question was put ‘upon the 
suspension of the call of the House and carried. 

The question, shall the main question be now put: the Ayes. 
and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunningham, Dunn, - 
Erath, Johnson, Jones of G., Lewis, Ogden, Sutherland, and 
Smith of F.—11. 

oes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of R., 
Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Jones of S. P., McFar- ; 
Jane, Mabr y,, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Per- 
kins, Robinson, “Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of i Truit, Wal- 
lace and Williams—26. Lost.. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a call of the House was- made. — 
T'here being a full House, the doors were opened. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, P. m.; lost. . 

. Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until half past 3 o ‘clock, Bea 
lost. 

On motion of Mr. Means, a call of the House was pee me 
House—the doors were opened. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved a call of the House ; lost, 

Mr. pee of Montgomery, moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock 
P, M; lost 
"Nir. Henderson moved to adjourn until 3 èlok. P. M. 3 lost. 

Mr. Parker moved ‘to` adjourn ` until fen minutes before 3 
o'clock r. m. ; lost. 

The question was then on the passagé of the bill. 
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-The Ayes and Noes werdealibd for, and stood as follows, ‘te 
wit: a. ee : 
Ayes—Messrs. Bourlaiés@zznean, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Gage; Jetitison, Jones of G., Jones ofS. P., 
_ Lewis, McFarlane,  Mali¢yMenefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robin- 
son, Sutherland, Smith of Fynuia and Williams—20, 
. Noes—Messrs. Speaker; Armstrong, Cooke of Ry Ford, Har- 
din, Henderson, Johns, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sad- 
ler, Scott, Seurry, Smythof J., Truit,! Wallace and William- 
son—18. < 

So the bill passed. 

Mr. Menefee moved to excuse Mr, Wallace from voting ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the Honse adjourned: until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Saturpay, Dec. 2i, 10 o’clock, a. M 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; prayer by the Chap- 
Jain; the roll being called, the following members answer- 
ed to their names, to wit :— 
‘Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Ma- 
bry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, 
Sutherland Truit and Williams. l 

fe quorum pesent ; the journals of the preceding-day read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of J. C. Eckles, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

The committee on Public Lands, George Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of John Morris, report- 
ed the same back to the House with a bill for his relief; which 
was read a first time. 

Thesame committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Neely Kimbro, reported the same back to the House by a bill 
for his relief; which was read a first time. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report, 
to wit ; os 
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, . Tonner Room, ?. 
o “Soe B @ we December 20th, 184A. ! 


To the sc Bical John M.. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: jaa ve 
The committee on Kingrossed Bills have examined and found 
conrect-a joint. resolution. authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make a final settlement of the accounts pending be- 
tween Gail Borden, Jr., late Collector at-Galveston, and the Go- 
vernment of the Republic of Texas. 
A. CUNNINGHAM, Chairman. 


Report adopted. 

-On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the Hon. Hugh McLeod, the 
member elect from Galveston county, came forward, took the 
oath prescribed by the Coustitution, and his seat. 

Leave was granted’ Mr. Williamson to withdraw the petition 
and accompanying documents of J. B. Robertson, presented to 
the last Congress. = 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Chief 
Clerk of the House be authorized to procure a room for the use 
of the Enrolling, Engrossing, and other Clerks of the House, 
and that the rent, if any, shall be paiac out of the contingent 
fund of Congress ; adopted. 

The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland chairman,- 
to whom was referred the petition of -Rob’t C. Campbell, at- 
torney, reported the same back to the House by a bill for- the 
relief-of the heirs of James Garrard, deceased ; which was read 
a first time. 

Mr. McLeod presented. the petition of sundry citizens af Gal- 
veston county, retailers of ardent spirits, praying. a reduction 
of the license tax ; which was referred to the committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Charles G. Bryant; 
which was, on motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., referred to. the 
committee on Claims and Accounts,  - 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House proceeded to.the 


_ORDERS OF THE DAY.. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, the substitute of the J udiciary com- 
mittee for the bill for the benefit of Jurors, was taken up. 


Mr, MecL.cod* offered an amendment. 

On: motion of:Mr. Cazneau, the substitute and amendment 
were re-committed to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the two following letters were 
ordered to be spread upon the journals: 


Mexico, 20th Feb. 1844. — 
‘Srr:— as . 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
inclosing me a copy of the resolutions passed by the House of 
Representatives of Texas, thanking Gen. Waddy Thompson, 
Mr. Pakenham and myself for our exertions in behalf of their fel- 
low countrymen in prison in this country. 

Tn begging that you will do me the favor to convey my thanks 
for the honor they have conferred on me, Í beg to assure you 
that in any steps I have taken to assist your tellow-country- 
men, in their unfortunate position in this country, 1 have acted 
strittly in conformity with the instructions I have received from 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
PERCY W. DOYLE. 
James H. Ratmonp, Esa., &c., &c, l 


P Wasuineron, D. C., Nov. 6, 1844. 
IRi— - 

I take advantage of the return’to Texas of Captain Elliott, 
Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, to acknowledge the receipt of 
your obliging letter of 27th December, communicating to me 
the resolution of the Honorable the House of Representatives, of 
the Republic of Texas, in which the thanks-of that House are 
tendered to me, for my interference in behalf of those citizens 
of Texas who were detained as prisoners of war in Mexico, 
during my residence as British Minister in that country. ` 

Irequest you to be assured, sir, that I am fully sensible of the 
honor conferred upon me by the resolution of the Honorable 
House of Representatives above referred to, and that it was with ` 
sincere pleasure that f co-operated With my colleague, the Min- 
ister of the United States, in Mexico, in endeavoring to allevi- 
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ate thé siffférifes of your countrymer, whom ‘the chances of 
wasfare had reduced to the conditioir of prisoners of war. 
I have the honor to be,- sir, š 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
-i l „R. PAKENHAM. 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipofentiary to the United States. 
James H. Raymonn, Ese. &c., &c. 
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On. motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., the bill for the relief of Jas. 
W. Wauhop was taken up.cn its second reading. | 

Mr. Jones of S. P., withdrew the amendment offered several 
days ago, and offered another amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and amendment were refer- 
red to the committee on Public Lands. . 

On motion of Mr. Jones of 8. P., a committee was appointed, 
consisting of Messrs. Jones of S. P., Parker and Hardin, to wait 
upon the Senate and request them to repair to the House of 
Representatives, for the purpose of electing a Public Printer. 

The committee returned, and reported duty performed. 

The Senate appeared, headed by their President, who wasin- 
vited to a seat by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and the Senators to seats prepared for them. ; 

The followin propositions were received and read from the 
committee on Public Printing, to wit: ~ ` 


t 


Wasnrnaron, December 17, 1844. 


To the Honorable the Committees on Public Printing, of the 
_ Senate and House of Representatives: 
GENTLEMEN :— l : , 

The undersigned, proprietors and publishers of the Texas 
National Register, respectfully propos@to print, on good paper, 
fold, stich, properly finish and deliver to the Secretary of State, 
‘the usual number of the Laws and Journals of fhe ninth Con- 
‘gress of the Republic, at one-third of a cent, per page—to be gora- 
pleted within thirty days after the adjorirament of -Congregs, or 
“after copy is furnished, — cae eae oh ax ee Po 
© Very tespecttilty; E one 

MILLER & CUSHNEY, 
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_ OFFICE oF THE NATIONAL Vinpicator; 
Washington, 20th Dec., 1844. g 
GENTLEMEN :— 

ĮI will print the Laws and Journals of the ninth Congress, of 
the Republic of Texas, at the following rates, to wit: 

2,000 copies of the Laws, at the rate of 25 cents per hundred 
pages, —500 copies of the Journals, atthe same rate: folding, 
stitching and binding inelnded, 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 


THOMAS JOHNSON, 


The Laws will be ready for delivery within ten days after 
the rising of Congress—the Journals within thirty days there- 
after. 

i -THOMAS JOHNSON. - 


Messrs. Miller & Cushney, and Thomas Johnson were put 
in nomination. The House-proceeded to vote viva voce. The 
following members voted for Miller & Cushney, to wit: 

Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cun- 
ningham, Dunn. Johnson, Jones of G.. Jones of S. P., Me Leod, 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Scott, Suth- 
erland and Smyth of J.,—19. 

The following metnbers voted. for Thomas Johnson, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johns, Lewis , McFarlane, Millican, Parker, Per- 
kins, Sadler, Scurry, Smith of F., Trait, Wallace, W me and . 
Williamson—20. . 

Miller & Cushney received seven votes in the Senate, and 
Thomas Johnson 6. 

There being a tie'vote. the House proceeded to asecond vote, 

The following members voted for Miller & Cushney, to wit: 

Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cun- 
ningham, Duna, Johnson, Jones ‘of G, Jones of S. P., McFar- 
lane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Rebin- 
son, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland and Smith of J,— 

The following membe s voted for Thomas i to wit; 

Messrs. Speaker , Cooke of R., Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johns, Lewis, Millican, Parker, Perkins, Scurry, 
_ Smith of F., Truit, Waliace, Williams and Williamson—1: 

Messrs. Miller & Cushney received seven votes in me Senate, 
and Thomas Johnson received six yotes, 
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Miller & Cushney having received a majority of ‘all the votes, 
were declared duly elected Public Printers. 

"T'he Senate having retired. 

“The bill to establish a Post Office at the pues of oi 
Collard, in the county of Montgomery, was read a third thae 
and passed. 

The bill amẹndatory of the several acts to detect, fraudulent 
land certificates was taken up, read a third time. 

‘ On motion of-Mr. Williamson, a.call of the House was made. 

Messrs. McFarlane and Parker were absent—-the Sergeant- 
at-Arms was despatched for them:—they returned—-a tull House-- 
the doors were opened. 

Mr. Menefee moved.a suspension of the rule prohibiting bills 
from being amended on their third reading; lost. 

The question being the passage of the ‘pill, the Ayes and 
Noes were called, which stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., 
Cunningham, Krath, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Jones of S, 
P., Lewis, Mcleod, Mabry, Millican, Parker, Robinson, Sadler, 
Sutherland, Wallace and Williamson —?20. 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Dunn, Ford, Gage, 
Johns, Jones of G. Mct'arlane, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Scott, RERNI, Smith of F., Smyth of J, Truit and 
Williams—19. 

So the bilt passed. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Anthony B. Shelby ;- 
whieh was referred to the committee on the Jndiciary. 

The bill for the relief of J. C. Neill was taken up, read a third 
time and passed. ' 

On motion of Mrs Erath, the House adjourned until Mon- 


‘ day 10 o’clock, Am, 


Monpay, Dec, 23, 10 o'clock a. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment, prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered to 
their: names,.to wit : 

. Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of B., Cunningham, “Erat Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Joknson, Jones of G., Lewis, Mabry, 
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Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Fruit, Wallace,. Wil- 
liams and Williamson. 

A quorum present; the journals of Saturday were read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Scurry presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River county; which was referred to the committee on the 
State of the Republic. 

Mr. Scurry presented the ‘petition of Major Farris ; which 
"was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Mary Patter, Candes, 
and others; which was referred to the committee on Publie 
‘Lands. 

Mr. Erath, presented the petition of sundry citizens of Mi- 
Jam county; ‘which was referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The committee on Public Lands, George Sutherland chair- 

man, to whom was referred the: petition of Abel Morgan, re- 
ported the same back to the House, witha bill for his relief ; 
which was read a first time. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill 
requiring the Auditor to audit all legally authenticated claims 
against the government; also, a bill supplementary to. the sev- 
eral acts relating to direct taxation, reported them back to the 
House by substitutes; which were laid upon the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill making en appropriation for 
the payment of the otitstanding liabilities of the contingent ex- 
penses of the eighth Congress, “reported the same back td the 
House, and recommended its passage ; which, together with 
the bill, was jaid on the table to come up among the orders of 
the day: also, the same committee to whom was referred the 
account of John Evans, reported unfavorable; which report ` 
was adopted. 

The select committee, B. Rush Wallace chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to repeal the 17th section of an act organ- 
izing Justices’ Courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction 
-of the same, &c., &c.,- approved Dec. 20th, 1836, reported the 
same back to the House, and recommended its passage ; which 
report, together with the'bill, was laid on the table to come up 

imong Letdrdwae if the day... en 
. Jobing, by deave,: introdweced’ a:bill fo" sopua an act ~an- 
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thorizing, the ‘holding of 4 District Court ir tygo planes. ingRed 
‘River county, and for other purposes; tead-asfirsttime.  - .,- 

Mr. Perkins offered the following resolution. to wit: 

- Resolved, That the House of Representatives now go into 
the election of a Reporter for the present Congress, — —""" 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to amend, by inserting after the 
word * Resolved,” “ by the House of. Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled ;” amendimet accepted 
by Mr, Perkins, and resolution rejected. 

Mr. Millican, by leave, introduced a bill, ENT T of the 
several acts regulating the sales of the estates of deceased persons 
and minor heirs; read a first time. 

Mr, Erath, by leave, introduced a bill regulating License 
Tax; read a first time. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a billto reduce the com- 
pensation or pay of members of Congress ; read a first time. 

A message from the Senate was received, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

A bill to incorporate the town of Marshall, in Harrison coun- 
ty—also, a bill granting one-third of a league of iand to Hugh 
§. Stapp—also, a bill to make the Secretary of the Senate an 
annual officer—also, a hill for the reliefof Martha B. Runnels, 
and others—and also, that the Senate had concurred in the reso- 
lution of the House, requesting the committee on the Judiciary, 
of the Senate, to act with a like committee of the House, in the 
examination of a copy ofa digest of the laws of the Republic. 

Mr. Scurry presented the following 


PROTEST: ; 
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The undersigned, availing themselves of their constitutional 
privilege, enter “their solemn protest against the vote taken in the 
House of Representatives, on the 20th day of December, 1844, 
on the -final passage of a joint resolution, requiring the Presi- 
dent and Heads of Departments to return to the city of Austin, 
and assign the following as reasons therefor : 

The situation of the city af Austin, on the extreme North- 
western frontier, liable at any moment to hostile incursions from 
the Indian and Mexican foe, renders that point at all times an 
insecure repository for-the Archives of the nation ;.and its, re- 
moteness from the main body ofthe people, subjects: the citizens 
having business with the government, to gugat Fanger, and. in- 
convenience in going to and from-that places,- = 
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- The undersigned believe that the location of the seat of gov- 
ernment is a matter so intimately connected with the interest of 
of every individual citizen of the nation, that it should be se- 
Jected at some point affording equal facilities to every portion of 
the Republic ; and they humbly conceive that it will not be con- 
tended, that the city of Austin is such a location. It is true 
that it would meet the approbation and suit the convenience of 
the people of the West; but we are here to legislate for the 
mass, not for sections or fractions of the Republic. The peo- 
ple of the northern and eastern portions of the country, when 
they have business to transact with either of the Departments 
of the Government, (should the President and Heads of Depart- 
merts be removed to the.city of Austm,) would be compelted to 
traverse the almost entire extent of the Republic to reach that 
point. Aside from the want of centrality, either as‘it regards 
territory or population. of the locality of the city of Austin, itis 
beyond the reach of navigation, and renders that intercourse so 
essential to the preservation of friendly relations with foreign 
‘powers, at all times difficult, and at some periods almost im- 
practicable. l 

The act providing for the location of the seat of government 
„at the city of Austin was, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
clearly violative of the Constitution ; inasmuch as they can find 

in that instrament no power delegated to Congress, to make a 
location of the seat of government: and were such power dele- 
gated, still they believe that act infringes that provision of the 
Constitution which reads-as follows: “No person holding. an 
office of profit under the government shall be eligible to a seat 
in either house of Congress; nor shall any member of either 
house be eligible to any office which may be created, or the pro- 
fits of which shall be increased during Ris term of service.” 
(Art. I., Sec. 23 of the Constitution.) By reference to the jour- 
nals of 1838—39, it will be seen that four of the five Commis- 
sioners appointed under that act, were then members of-Con- 
gress; and that the office of “ Commissioners to locate the Seat 
of Government,” was created during their term of service. 
Had those Commissioners not have been members -of Congress, 
and had the power to makea location of the Seat of Govern- 
ment been delegated to Congress by the Constitution; still, ia 
the opinion of the undersigned, that act was unconstitutional : 

because the members of Congress are the agents of the people, 
acting under a special letter of attorney, which letter of attorney 
is the Constitution; and there is: no legal principle better settled 
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than that the agent, unless there be an express grant of powet 
so to do, cannot appoint a sub agent, by whose aets' his princi- 
pal will be bound; then in the appointment of sub-agents or 
Commissioners, the Congress overstepped the limits of the ati- 
thority vested in them, by their letter of attorney, the Constitu- 
tion, and their principal, the sovereign people, and are not 
bound by their acts. Were we to establish the converse of this 
position, Congress would have the power to grant to five other 
Commissioners the right “to declare war, make peace, levy and. 
collect taxes and imposts, excise and tonnage doties,” and per- 
form all otheracts within the purview of their expressly delega- 
ted powers. In ‘view of the foregoing facts, the undersigned 
can come to no other conclusion, than that the act under which 
the supposed location of the Seat of Government was made at 
the city of Austin, was in direct contravention of the plainest 
provisions of the Constitution, and is therefore neither binding 
upon Congress or the people. 

If Austin be not the seat of government, the question which 
naturally presents itself, is, where is ‘it? ‘To which, if we take 
the Constitution for our guide, we can make but one response. If 
there be any, itis the town of Washington. In support of this 
position, we would adduce the following act of that original 
convention of the people of all Texas, which assembled in sö- 
lemn consultation in 1835, at the town of San Felipe ‘de Austin, 
“Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment aforesaid, that a convention of delegates of the people of 
each municipality ofthe three departments of Texas, shall be 
ealled to assemble on the first day of March next, at the town - 
of Washington. (Acts of Consultation, page 77.) 

That act pointed to Washington as the future place at which 
the business of the people of Texas should be transacted ; or, 
in other words, as their’ future seat for the administration of 
public affairs. By that act was called into existence that seconda- 
ry convention, which was the germ of a new nation—the ne- 
cleus around which gathered the elements of revolution and 
discord, and which were converted by the hand of patriotism and 
wisdom into materials for the construction of that beautiful, 
fabric, which is the basis of all law, the magna chartaof freedom, 
and is regarded by every T'exian patriot as the bible of liberty; 
the Constitution. “Up to the period of the adoption of that Con- 
stitution, the acts of the Consultation were in full force as the 
fundamental law of the land; and in that Constitution we find 
that act of the Consultation fixing the provisional seat of gov- 
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ernment at Washington, ratified and perpetuated by.the-follow- 
ing clause: “That no inconvenience may arise from the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, itis declared by this Convention that 
all laws now in force in-Texas and not inconsistent with this 
Constitution, shall remain in full force until declared yoid, re- 
pealed, alered or expire by their own limitation.” (Sched. 
sec. 1, Constitution. No part of the aforesaid act of the Con- 
sultation can, by the most far-fetched or over-strained reason- 
ing, be construed to be“ inconsistent with the Constitution.” 
By the third section of the General Provisions of the Con- 
stitution, “ The President- and Heads of Departments shall 
keep their offices at the seat of government. It would seem 
a singular absurdity, to require the President and Heads of De- 
partments to keep their offices at a place not in existence. 
If there was no seat of government, where were the President 
and Heads of Departments to keep their offices until one 
should be created ?—“ at the seat of government” is the an- 
swer and requirement ofthe Constitution. ‘The question again 
recurs, were is that point? The answer is almostinevitable— 
the town of Washington, where independence was declared 
and that Constitution framed. * 

This brings us to the consideration of this “Joint Resolu- 
tion.” By the section of the Constituion, last above quoted, 
we find that “the President and Heads of Departments shall 
keep their offices at the Seat of Government, unless removed by 
the permission of Congress, or unless in cases of emergency, in 
time of war, the public interest may require their removal.” 
This clause authorizes the removal of the President and Heads 
ot Departments, from the Seat of Government, but not the re- 
moval of the Seat of Government itself; to which removal the 
Congress may give their assent or permission; but it gives 
them no authority to order it. Again, the President, &c., in 
cases of emergency, &c., may beremoved. The undersigned 
would respectfully inquire, what is the emergency requiring the 
removal of the President, &c., from this the provisional Seat of 
Government? They know of none, nor do they believe any 
such exists. Should we be threatened by an invading army, or 
any of those dangers incident to a state of warfare, would it not 
be madness and folly to remove the Archives, Heads of Depart 
ments, &c., from this place, which is surrounded by a densely 
and widely -xtended population of brave and chivalrous people, 
to the city of Austin, situated as it is, upon the extreme verge 
of the frontier, liable to every vicissitude incidental to an unset- - 
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tled country, surrounded by hordes of hostile -Tadiais, arid “ex- 
posed tothe ravages and incursions of out national enemy, the‘ 
Mexicans, unless we resort to the monstrous absurdity of erea- 
ting a standing army to protect the President and Heads of _ 
Departments. i PESE 

. If, then, the opinions of the undersigned are correct-that, un- 
der the Constitution, Washington is the Provisional Seat of: 
Government, and Congress have not the Constitutional right 
to locate ong, the question naturally arises, where is that power ` 
lodged’? To this we would answer, it is ohe of thë reserved 
rights of the people, reserved to them by the first paragraph im 
the declaration of rights, which is in the following words: “in 
order to guard against the transgression (2) of the high powers 
which we have delegated, we declare that every thing in this 
bill of rights contained, and every other right not hereby dele- 
gated, is reserved to the people.” 

Should Washington ‘te considered an improper location for 
the Seat of Government, the only remedy left open by the Gon- 
stitution, is an appeal to the detision of the people ; and any ac- 
tion upon this subject, by Congress, would, in the opinion of the 
undersigned, be a “ transgression of the high powers delega- 
ted,” unless it be to place the matter in such shape that the peo- 
ple can attain this—one of their reserved rights. | 

The undersigned, then, protest against the passage of this 
“Joint Resolution ;” lst. because they believe that, under the 
Constitution, Washington is, Provisionally, the seat of Govern- 
ment, until such time as the same shall be located by the peo- 
ple’; 2d. because they believe there is no emergency now ex- 
isting, requiring a removal of the President and Heads of De- 
partments, from this, the Provisional Seat of Government ; 3d. 
because if such emergency. does exist, the city of Austin is not, 
for the reasons shown, a proper point, to which to remove them. 
l TTE JOHN S. FORD. 

WM. R. SCURRY. 
G. A: PARKER. 
JAMES TRUIT. 
WM. ‘T. SADLER. 
. E. M. MILLICAN. 
S. B. JOHNS.” 
JOHN M. LEWIS. i 
BENJAMIN HARDIN; > 
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Mr. Wallace gave notice that he would, in due season, move” 


a re-consideration of the wotsreejecting the resolaion to elect & 
Reporter. - 


Mr. McLeod presented the petition shine aaar of the 
estate of Lieut. J. P. Lansing—also, the petition of. George ©.. 


Bunner, which were referred to the, committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 


Galveston Lyceum; which bills, were read a first time. 
„On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House proceeded to the 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


.On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the bill for the relief of Henry 


Castro, was taken up on its second reading, and the substitute - 


of: the committee adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, it was referred to a select commit- 
tee. 

Messrs. Caznean, Williamson and Cunningham were appoint- 
ed the ccmmittee. 


The bill to alter a certain mail route therein named, and for 


other purposes, was read a second time; and, on motion of Mr. 
Menefee, ordered to be engrossed, 


Mr. MeLeod, ‘by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the 
Galveston Guards—also, a bill to establish and incorporate the: 


The bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird, was taken up on its - 


second reading: the substitute of the committee adopted; and 
on motion of Mr. Parker, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the resolution of the Senate, to 
adjourn sine die on the 20th Sannary next, was taken up. ` 

Mr. Henderson moved to strike out «“ 20th January,” and 
insert “ 5th February.” 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay it onthe table until the 
20th January. The Ayes and Noes being called on the md- 
tion, stood as follows’: 

Ayes—Messrs.: Speaker, Cooke of B, Ford, Gage, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johnson, Lewis, Mabry, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Sutherland. Smith of F., Williams and Williamson—17. 


Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cunningham, 


r 


Dunn, Erath, Johns, Jones of G., Jones ofS. P., McLeod, Means, . 


Menefee, Millican, Parker, Perkins, Seott, Scurry, Smyth of J., 
Truit and Wallace—20; Lost 


Mr. Armstrong moved. to strike-out. “20th,” and» insert - 


~ 


 87tha division of Mr. Henderson’s motion. ‘The question’ 
on striking out was carried. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
The Ayes and Noes. being called for, stood as follows : s2 
Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of B., Cooke of 1 R: 
Cunningham, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Lewis, Ma. 
bry, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth 

of J., Williams: and Williamson—19. 

Moes—-Messrs, Bourland, Cazneau, Dunn, Erath, Ford, 
Johns, Joues of G., Jones of S. P., McLeod, Means, Menefee, 
Millican, Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Truit and 
Wallace--19. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gage moved to fill the blank with “27th.” 

Mr. Henderson moved te fill the blank with “th February.” 

Mr. Scurry moved to lay the resolution, with amendments, 
on the table. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hardin, ‘Henderson, Johnson, 
Jones of G. , Lewis, Mabry, Menet fee, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F. Smy th of J., Williams 
and Williamson—z5. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Erath, Johns, Jones 
ofS. P, McLeod, Means, Millican, Parker, Perkins, Scott, 
Trait and Wallace—13. : 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Serate informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills : 

Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make a final settlement of the accounts pending between 
Gail Borden, Jr., late Collector of Galveston, and the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Texas ;. 

And, a bill to be entitled an act to alter and permanently es- 
tablish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, and for other 
purposes—with amendments, 

The bill for the relief Lucy Davis was taken up on its Se- 
cond reading, and, on motion of Mr: Sutherland, ordered to be 
engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill for the relief of Calvin: 
Sumrall was taken up on its second reading. - 

Mr. Parker moved its engrossment. 

The Ayes and .Noes being called, stood-as-fellows :- 
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` Ayes—Messrs. ‘Cazneau, Jones of S. P., McLeod, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson and Williams—8. 

Noes—Messts. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R., Gunning: 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson, Jones of G,, Lewis, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Milli- 

can, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of 
Jus Truit and Williamson —26. 

So the bill was rejected by refusing to engross. 

The bill to provide for carrying the public mail from Frank. 
lin, in Robertson county, to Crocket in Houston county, was 
taken up, read a second time and, on motion of Mr. Hender- 
son, referred to the committee on ‘Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The bill to confer the rights of citizenship on Early Cor- 
dray, was taken up, and read a second time. 

Mr. Gage moved its engrossment. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for, and stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cook of B., Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, 
Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit, 
Wallace and Williams—27. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R,, Hardin, Jones of S. P., 
Millican, Parker, Robinson, Sadler, Smith of F. and William- 
son—10. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

A message was received from the Senate transmitting a copy 
of a colonization contract, at the request of the President. l 

Mr. Wallace intimated that in due season he would move a 
re-consideration of the vote just taken. 

Mr. Henderson moved a re-consideration ofthe vote. 

Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. Mm. 


3 o’clock, P. m. 


House met; roll called; a quorum present. l 
The question before the House was Mr. Henderson’s motion 
to re-consider the vote on thejengrossment of the bill to conter 


101 


rights.of citizenship on Early Cordray ; ; which motion was put 
and lost. 

. On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. MeLeod was added to. the 
committees on Foreign Relations,State of the Republic and Mi-_. 
litary Affairs, 

On motion of.Mr. Williamson, Mr. Menefee was added to the 
committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of S. B. Giles; which 
was referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

The bill establishing a post office, and for other purposes, was — 
taken up, read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The bill to abolish capital punishment within the limits of 
the Republic of Texas, was taken up, read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Ford, referred to the committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

The bill for the relief of J. A. Young, was taken up, read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., ordered to be 

engrossed. 

‘The bill for raising a county revenue, and for other purposes, 
was taken upon its second reading ,with the unfavorable report 
of the committee on the State of the Republic, and, on motion 
of Mr Jones ofS. P., laid on the table. 

The bill for the benefit of the citizens of the Republic, was 
taken un on its second reading, with the unfavorable report of 
the committee on the State of the Republic, and, on motion of 
Mr. Gage, was re-committed to same committee. 

The bill requiring the government to relinquish its title to 
two lots in the town of Quintana, was taken up on its second 
reading, and, on motion of Mr. Perkins, ordered to be engross- 
ed. 

The bill for the location of the seat of government by the 
people, was taken up. on its second reading. 

Mr. Robinson moved to lay-it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Thursday next. 

Mr. Williamson. moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Monday next, the 30th instant, at 
li o’clock; which motion, having precedence, was put and 
carried, 

‘The bill prohibiting the sale of donations of lands to colleges, 
&c., under eight years, was taken up and read a second. time. 

Mr. Gage moved to.refer it to the committee on Public Lands; 
lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Henderson, it was referred to the committee 
on Education. ‘ 

- The bill making an appropriation for the redemption of Wil- 
liam and Jane Simpson, was taken up, read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Parker, passed to its third reading. 

The bill providing for an amendment of the Constitution, 
and for the establishment of a Supreme Court. 

Mr. Henderson moved to pass it to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was laid on the table. 

The bill to allow defeadants to plead a partial failure of, con- 
sideration, was taken up, read a second time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Wallace, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

he bill making an appropriation for the payment of the 
claims of Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, Hatch- and Edson, was - 
taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved its engrossment ; lost. 

The bill was ‘rejected, by refusing its engrossment. 

Mr. Cazneau presented the petition of William Bugg, which 
was referred to the committee on Military Affairs, 

The bill for the relief of Jarret Menefee, was taken up on its 
second reading ; and on motion of Mr. Cooke of R., ordered to 
lie on the table. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs, Sarah Brown, was taken up on 
its second reading ; and on motion of Mr. Williams, ordered to 
be engrossed. 

The bill to endow the Wesleyan College of San Augustine, 
was read asecond time; and on motion of Mr. Ford, referred 
te the committee on Education. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill for the reliefof L, 
S. Hargous, of the city of Vera Cruz, and others, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the vote rejecting the resolution 
to elect a Reporter, was re considered. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following substitute for the reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be instructed to wait upon Mr. Weeks, and inform-him 
that the House wanted his services, to report the pioceetie 
substitute adopted. 

The Ayes and Noes were then called upon the passage of the 
resolution, and stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Ford, Henderson, Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, 


a 
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Means, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Sew- 
ry, Smith of F., Truit and Williamson—21. 
© Noes—Messrs.: Cunningham, ‘Dunn, Erath, Gage, Hardin, 
Johns, Johnson, Jones of G., Mabry Menefee, Millican, Parker,- 
Sutherland, Smyth of J, Wallace and Williams—16. ° 
. Resolution adopted. 

The bill making an appropriation for the contingent printing 
of Congress, was taken up on its second reading y and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Perkins, was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Perkins moved a suspension of the rule. 

T'he Ayes and Noes being called ‘for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, ‘Cooke of B., Cooke of R., 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johns, Jones of G. 
Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ooden, Parker, Per- 
kins, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F.,Smyth of J., Truit, 
Williams and Williamson —27.' 

Noes—Messrs. Cunningham, Hardin, Johnson, Means, Milli- 
ean, Robinson, Sadler and Wallace—8. 

The rule was suspended—bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr, Williamson moved a re-consideration of‘the vote refus- 
ing to engross the bill, making an appropriation for the pay- 
ment of the claims of Messrs, Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Ed- 
son. 

On motion of Mr. Ponuee the motion to re-consider was 
laid on the table. : 
On motion of Mr. Smith of F. , the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 10 o'clock. 


a 


Tuespay, Dee. 24, 10 o’clock, a. m 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names: 

Messrs: Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, 
Jones of G. , Jones of S. P. Lewis, \VicFarlane, McLeod, Mhbry, 
Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Farker, Perkins, Sadler, 
Scott; “Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Fruit, esece Wil- 
liams and Williamson. 
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A quorum present; Jou 
adopted. , 

Mr. Cooke of B., presented the petition of James P. Hudson, 
which was laid on the table. ; l 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of W. M. Steel, which was 
referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr, McLeod presented the petition of Thomas P. Anderson, 
late Surgeon Texas Navy; which was, on motion of Mr. Cooke 
of B., referred to the committee on ‘Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Wallace presented- the petition of Henry Smith, which 
was, on motion of Mr. Wallace; referred to aselect committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Wallace, Moffett and Mabry. 

Mr. Cooke of R., presented the petition of Thomas Middleton, 
which was, on motion of Mr. Cooke of R., referred to the com- 
inittee on Public Lands. 

The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition ofthe heirs of Joseph Eng- 
lish, reported the same back to the House, with a bill for their 
relief; read a first time. i 

The committee on Education, Wm. R. Scurry, chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill to endow the Wesleyan College 
of San Augustine, reported the same back to the Honse, and 
recommended its passage. 

The committee on Finance, Geo. W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to repeal the Exchequer system, re- 
ported the same back with amendments, and recommended its 
passage; which reports, together with the bill and amendments, 
were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Finance, Geo. W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Galveston, 
keepers of public houses, restaurats, and ordinaries, praying a 
reduction of the License Tax, reported the same back to the 
House, deeming it impolitic to pass any act upon the subject ; 
which report was adopted. 

The committee on Engrossed, Bills, made the following report: 


rhals of the preceding day read and 


ComMITTEE Room, ) 
Dec. 24th, 1844. $- 


To thé Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Eingrossed Bills, have examined a bill for 
the relief of Lucy Davis—also, a bill to alter a certain- mail . 


Oe aE — BE ME 
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. route therein, named, and for other purposes—also; a bill for the 


relief of Jonathan Bird—also, a joint resolution requiring the 
government to.relinquish its title to two lots in the town of 
(Zuintana—also, a bill to confer rights of citizenship on Earley 
Cordray—also, a bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Brown—also;~ 
a bill establishing a Post Office, and for other purposes—also, aà 
bill for the relief of J. A. Young--also, a bill making an appro- 
priation for the contingent printing of Congress, and find the 


same correctly engrossed. l 
, TOD ROBINSON, 
, One of the Committee. 

Report adopted. E 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Andrew B. Gray, 
and Hamilton P. Bee, reported the same back tothe House, 
by bill, for their relief; read a first time. 

T'he committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report, 
to wit: 


E 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 


December 23d, 1844, 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and found 
the following bills correctly enrolled, to wit: 
. A bill to be entitled an act more perfectly defining the bound- 
aries of the county of Jackson—and, a joint resolution author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to make a final settlement 
of the accounts pending between Gail Borden. Jr., late Collec- 
tor of Galveston, and the government of the Republic of Texas. 
. They were signed by the Speaker of the Honse of Repre- 
sentatives and the President of the Senate, and were this day 
presented to the President for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

The select committeé, Wm. L. Cazneau chairman, to whom 
was referred the substitute for the bill for the relief of Henry 
Castro, reported the same back to the House, and recommend- 
ed its passage ;- which report, together- with the bill, were laid 
on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

. Mr, Johns offered the following resolution, to wit ; 
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` Be it resolved ‘by the House of Representatives of the Re- 
public of Texas in Congress assembled, That the committee 
on Public Printing be authorized to contract for 300 copies of 
the National Vindicator, to be furnished this House weekly dur- 
ing the present session. 

‘Mr. Gage moved to strike out « Vindicator” and insert 
“ Houston ‘Telegraph ; ;” lost. 

The Ayes and Noes being called onthe adoption of the reso- 
lution, stood as follows 

Ayes—Messrs. Spaai, Cazneau, Cooke of R., Henderson, 
Johns, MeFarlane, Means, Millican, "Robinson and Truit-—10. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johnson, Jones of: G., 
Jones of 8. P., Lewis, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Sad- 
ler, Scott, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Wallace, Williams and Wil- 
liamson—24. | 

The resolution was rejected. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution, to wit : 

Be it resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to ex- 
amine and investigate the propriety of re-organizing the Gen- 
eral Land Office, “and report by bill or otherwise, as soon as 
practicable. Adopted. 

Messrs. Bourland, Henderson, Scurry, Cunningham and 
Erath were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., offered the following resolution : 

Be it resolved. ‘That the committee on Military Affairs be 
requested to enquire into the expediency of affording some re- 
lief to the unfortunate persons lately returned from Mexico, 
and who were among the Mier prisoners, and report by bill or 
otherwise; adopted. 

- Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill to continue in force 
an act for the relief of the purchasers of lots in the city of Aus- 
tin, and upon the tract adjoining; read a first time. 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave, introduced a bill to re-establish 
certain mail routes therein named : read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, Mr. McFarlane was added to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Sadler, by leave, introduced a bill authorizing the cotn- 
ty. surveyor of Houston county to transcribe the archives of 

his office in a bound book ; read a first time. 
i Mr. Smith of Fannin, ‘moved its indefinite postponement ; 
ost. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to re- > 
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gulate proceedings in civil suits, approved Feb. 5th, 1840; read. 
a first time. 

: Mr, Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill to charter the Nacog- 
gaches University : ; read a first . time. aes 

Mr. Bourland moved a suspension of the rule ; lest. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF. THE DAY. . 


` Mr. Means moved to take up the vecoludan of the penale to 
adjourn sine die. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit: 
ee Ayes—Messrs. Hrath, Gage, Jones of S. P., Mabry; Means, 
Millican, Parker, Sadler, Scott, "Trnit and Wallace—I1. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of B., Cooke ef R., Cunningham, Dunn, Ford, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johnson, Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, 
Menefee, Moffett, “Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, 
Smith of F., Smyth of J. 5 and Williams—25. Lost. l 

The bill to alter and permanently establish the eastern bound- 
ary line of Rusk county and for other purposes, was taken up, 
with the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. Gage moved to concur. 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the bill on the table. 

"The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows, to wit: _ 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R, , Ford, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Means, Millican, Moffett, Par ker, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
"Trait, Wallace and Williamson—L5. 

Noes—-Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones 
of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, M abry, Menefee, Ogden, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J. and 
Williams—23. Lost. i 

- The amendment of the Senate, to strike out the word “ per- 
manendi. ” in the caption, was then concurred in. 

The bill making an appropriation for the redemption ot Wil- 
liam and Jane Simpson, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Parker, de- 
ceased, was taken up on its second reading; and on motion of 
Mr. Scurry, ordered to be Paha ee 
' The bill for the relief of J. A. Young, was read a third time 
and passed. 
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` The bill for the relief of Mrs, Sarah Brown, was taken up, 
read a third time and passed. 

. A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage ofa bill, granting to settlers on vacant 
public domain, pre-emption privileges. 

The bill to confer rights of citizenship on Earley Cordray, 
was taken up and read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its passage, stood as 
follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Dunn, Erath, Ford, 
Gage, Henderson, Johnson, Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlane, Mc- 
Leod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, 
Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of is Truit and Williams—24. 

Noes—Messts. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of R., Cunning- 
ham, Hardin, Jones of S. P., Means, Millican, Parker, Robinson, 
Smith of F., Wallace and Williamson—I13. 

So the bill passed. 

. The bill requiring the government to relingnish its title to 
two town lots in the town of Quintana, was read athird time 
and passed. 

_ On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the relief of Henry 
Castro, was taken up. 

Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. m., lost. 

Mr. Parker offered the following amendment : 

« Provided, that each emigrant arriving in this Republic, un- 
der the contract of said Castro shall, before entering on the 
lands, take the oath of citizenship.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows : 

Ayes——-Messrs. Speaker, Bourlard, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Cunningham, Brath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Hen- 
derson, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of 8. P., Lewis, McLeod, 
Mabry, Means, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, Rob- 
inson, Scott, Scurry, Smith of F., Traitand Wallace—28. 

_ Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Dunn, McFarlane, Menefee, Sad- 
ler, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Williams and Williamson—9. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Scott moved to amend, by inserting, after “Henry Castro,” 
“and J. T'aussaud,” where it Occurs ; adopted. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to lay the bill on the table until 20th 
January ; lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved to strike ont two years, and insert six 
months. 
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A division of the question being called? The motion to strike 
out, was put and lost. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of 
R., Cunningham, Dunn, Johnson, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., 
McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, 
Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Truit, Williams and Wil- 
liamson—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Erath, Gage, Hardin Hen- 
derson, Lewis, Means, Millican, Moffett, Sadler, Smith. of F., 
Smyth of J. and Wallace—14. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. ~ 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill amending the Con- 
stitution ; read a frst time. 

Mr. Millican moved to adjourn until Friday morning 10 
o’clock. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cooke of R., Ford, Henderson, Johnson, Mil- 
lican, Scurry and Wallace—7. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau,Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Jones of G., Jones of 8. 
P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Mof- 
tett, Ogden, Parker, Perkius, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Suther- 
land, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit, Williams and velam 
son——30. - 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until Sada morning 10 
o’clock. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stad thus : 

Ayes—Messrs, Cunningham, Ford, Henderson, Johnson, 
Lewis, Ogden, Robinson, Scurry and Wallace—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Caznean, 
Cooke of R., Dunn, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Jones of G., Jones of 
S. P., McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Par- 
ker, "Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of 
J., Truit, Williams and Williamson—27. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until Friday morning 10 

o'clock. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Erath Ford, Henderson, Johnson, Lewis, Mil: 
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Hean, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Seurry, Wallace and William- 
son—12, 


Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, . 


Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Gage, Hardin, Jones: of G., 
Jones of S. P., McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, 
Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth 
‘of J., Truit and Williams—-25. Lost. 


Mr. Scott moved to adjourn until Thursday morning 10 . 


o’clock. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until Friday morning 9 
o’clock,. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood thus : 

*® Ayes— Messrs. Cooke of R., Dunn, Erath, Henderson, Jobn- 
son, Lewis, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Scurry, Wal- 
lace and Williamson—13. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong Bourland, Cazneau, Cun- 
ningham, Gage, Hardin, Jones of G. ‘Jones of S. P., MeF arlane, 
M cLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Parker, Perkins, S Sadler, 
Scott, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit and Williams. 
23. "Motion lost. 

Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until Thursday, 3 o'clock, 
X M. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for and stood thus: 


Ayes—Messrs. Cooke of R., Brath, Henderson, Johnson, 


Lewis, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson and Wallace—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Gage, Hardin, Jones of G., Jones of 8. P. 
McFarlane, McLeod, ‘Mabr Y; Means, Menefee, Millican, Parker, 
Perkins, Sadler , Scott, Sutherland, Smith of Fa Smyth of J., 
fruit, Will iams and Williamson—26, Lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved to take up the business on the Speak- 
er’s table; carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the House adjourned until 
half past 3.o’clock P. m. 


Half past 3 o’clock P. m.. 


Hotse met; “roll called; quorum present. 

Mr. Parker maved to take up the resolution of the Senute to 
adjourir sine die, 

. Mr, Gage offered the following. resolution, to wit':- 
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: Be it-resolved-by the House of Representatives, That the 
room now occupied for legislative purposes by the members: of 
‘the Lower House of Congress, be reserved:.exclusively fortheir 
use during-the-present session, except it may be used for. pur- 
noses of divine worship on Sabbath days only. . 
. Mr, Williamson moved to adjourn until Friday, at-3 o'clock 
P. M. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows + 
Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B, Dunn, Hardin, Hep- 
derson,: Johns, Johnson, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson,- Sadler, Sutherland and "William. 
son—l7. -> 
Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourlard, Cunningham, 
Gage, Jones of G., Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Parker, 
Scott, Smyth of J. and Truit—14@ - 
So the House adjourned until 3 o ‘clock P. M. On Friday. 


Fripay, Dec. 27, 3 o'clock, P. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment, the roll being called, 
the following members answered to their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cunningham, - ‘Dunn, Erath, 
Ford, Gage, Johns. Jones of Go Jones of S.-P., Mabry, Means, 
Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sad- 
Jer, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Trait, Wallace, 
Williams and Williamson. 

Mr. Williamson moved ta adjouru-until Monday morning, 
10 o'clock ; lost. 

Mr. -Scurry moved te adjourn untit Monday morning, at 9 
o'clock ; lost. 

The journals were read. 

Mr, Smith of F., moved to. amend the. journals by striking 
out “ half after,” so as to make it appear that the Honse met at 
“3-o’elock, P. m? lost. 

‘The journals were then adopted. . ~ 

Mr.’ Perkins.-presented-the petition ‘ofismerdry citizens,. pray- 
` ing the repeal ofthe tarifon books ls was referred’ to. the 
<onmnittee on Finances. $ 
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The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman; to 
whom was referred the bill relating to practice in. the District 
Courts—also, a joint resolution for the benefit of Henry R. 
Green—also, the bill for the benefit of jurors, with substitute 
and amendment—also, the bill to amend the act regulating the 
proceedings in the Distriet Courts—also, the bill to akolish ca- 
pital punishment within the limits of the Republic of Texas— 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended their 
indefinite postponement. l 

Also, the same committee to whom wàs referred the bill to 
provide for the better protection of the rights of married women; 
also, the bill supplementary to an act, entitled an act to change 
in part the times of holding the District Courts, in the 5th and 
7th Judicial Districts ; approved, Jan. 27th, 1844—also, the bill 
granting to Augustus Burr the franchise of the Ferry, at the 
west end of Galveston Island, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended their passage. 

And also, the same committee to whom was referred the bill 
to reduce the salaries of District Judges, and to increase the 
salary of District Attorneys—also, the bill to prevent executors, 
administrators, &c., from purchasing or trading for any debt, 
claim or demand, against the estates of their testators, intestates, 
and for other purposes—also, a bill concerning the records and 
papers of County Surveyors, reported the same back to the 
Hotise, with amendments, and recommended their -passage— 
all of which reports and bills were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Anthony B. Shelby, praying for an appropriation for the pay- 
ment of his salary as District Judge, reported the same back to 
the House, with a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

The select committee, Tod Robinson and William Menefee, 
to whom was referred the resolution making an additional rule 
for the regulation of business in the House of Representatives, 
reported the following substitute : i 

Resolved, 'That when a member shall call up a bill. or other 
subject, on the Speaker’s table, the question shall be decided 
without debate. ] 

The substitute was concurred in, and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. Jones of G., offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That Joseph 
Waples be, and he is hereby authorized to copy: the Journals of 
the House of Representatives, for the Publie Printer, and gom- > 


pare the proof-sheets of the éanie when printed, with tha origi- 
mal: and that he be allowed fifteen. cents for every hundred 
words for said services, to be paid out of the cohfingént appro- 
priation for both houses of Congress ; adopted. : 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave, intreduced a bill for the encour- 
agement of learning, by securing the copies of maps, charts and 
books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein. mentioned ; read a first time. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of John R.. 
Taylor, administrator of the estate of William Nelsen ; read a 
first time. 

Mr. Sadler, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam Legare ; read a first time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to.adjourn until Monday morning 10 
o'clock ; lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to take up the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning 10 o’clock. 


SaturpDay, Dec. 28, 10 o’clock, a. m. 


" House met pursuant to adjournment, prayer by the Chap- 
lain ; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wit : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
B., Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hen- 
derson, Johns, Jones of G., Jones of S. P. Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menetee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, 
Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace and Williams, 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. 

. Mr. Johns presented the petition of Edward Hughart, which 
was read, and referred io the committee on Claims and Ac 
counts, 

Mr, Jones of S, P., presented the petition of sundry citizens, 
praying an amendment to the militia laws, &¢., which were re- 
ferred to the committee on. Military Affairs, 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry,- chair- 
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man, -to whom was elei the petition of John Johnston, res- 
ported that the committee see no ground for legislative interpo-: 
sition ; and ask to be discharged from a further-consideration of- 
the subject ; report adopted. 

Also, the same committee, to whom was referred:the memorial 
of Charles G. Bryant, reported that they have had the same un-- 
der, consideration, and. can see no just grounds: for legislative 
action in his behalf, and also ask to be discharged trom a fur- 
ther consideration of the subject; report adopted. 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom was referred a joint resolution for the payment of Josiah 
G. Beatty, and others, with accompanying documents, reported 
that they have had the same under consideration; and recom-- 
mend a substitute therefor: which report was received, and 
bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day . 

_ The committee on Indian Affairs, made the following report : 


. COMMITTEE Room, 
December 28th, 1844, 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a 
joint resolution for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler, and the 
company under his command, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and instruct me to report, as follows: 

They find the nature of the relief praise by the bill, to 
be an appropriation for a tonsiderable sum, to pay for services: 
done in the year 1842, for guarding the Commissioners, while 
engaged in makıng the treaty with the Indians; and, although 
your “committee are satisfied of the fact and merits of those servi- 
ces, they deem it impolitic to make the appropriation, as in the 
opinion of your committee, all claims of equal merit would, in 
justice, be entitled to a similar relief; and, if granted, would Te- 
quire a sum impossible at present. to- pay.. 

They, therefore, recommend a substitute for the bill, in which 
a recognition of the claims of individuals therein referred.to is 
recommended, the same to be audited, subject to future appro- 
priation. - 

WILLIAM MENEFEE, Chairman. 


Which report was received, and -biil laid upon the table; to: 
come up among the orders of the day: - 
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Mr. Jones of $. P., introduced a bill to regulate thé Naval 
éstablishment of the Republic of 'Fexas ;- read a first time. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, introduced a bill to 
establish and incorporate Houston College ; read a first time.--~~~ 

‘Mr. Gage introduced a bill to be entitled an act supplementa- 
ry to an act creating the county of Rusk ; approved 16th Janu- 
ary, 1843; and amendatory to an act supplementary to the for- 
mer, approved January 3d, 1844-; read a first time. 

Mr. Gage introduced a bill to be entitled an act-to abolish the’ 
duties on certain articles ;-read a first time. 

A message was received from the President, by his Private 
Secretary, Mr. S. Z. Hoyle, which, on motion of Mr. Gage, was 
read as follows: 

EXEcUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, December 27th, 1844. 


Fo the Honorable the Senate 
and House of Representatives : l 
I have the honor herewith to transmit, for the information of 
your honorable bodies, the annual report of the Superintendant 
of Indian Affairs, together with an estimate showing the amount 
due over and above the appropriation for the past year. 
ANSON JONES. 


On motion of Mr. Erath, the message was referred to the 
committee on Indian Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. Erath, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill for the relief of Jonathan Bird, was read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes: were called on its final passage, which 
stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Dunn, Erath, Johns, Gage, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, 
McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, 
Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, Scurry, Wallace and Williams—24. 
_ Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Cunningham, Ford, 
Henderson, Means, Menefee; Millican, Robinson, Smith of F. 
and Smyth of J.—11. 

So the bill passed. 

A: bill to alter a mail route therein:named,: was read a third: 
time and: passed. 
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` A bill for the relief of Lucy Davis, was read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on its final passage, stood: 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Dunn, Gage, Jones of G.,Jones of S. P., McLeod, Mabry, Men- 
efee, Ogden, Sutherland and Williams—i4. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Hender- 
son, Johns, Lewis, McFarlane, Means, Millican, Moffett, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smith of F., Smyth of J., 
Wallace and Williamson—20. 

So the bill was rejected. 

A bill to establish a post office, and for other purposes, was 
read a third time and passed. 

A bill for the relief of the citizens of Goliad county, with the 
substitute of the Finance committee, came up on its second read- 
ing. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to amend, by striking out “ Bexar ;” 
lost. 

Mr. Cunningham moved toinsert “ Victoria” after “ Bexar.” 

Mr, Jones of G., moved to insert “ Gonzales.” ; 

Mr. Sutherland moved to insert “ Jackson.” 

Mr. Ford moved to insert “San Augustine.” 

Mr. Dunn moved to lay the bill on the table; carried. 

An act tochange in part the time of holding the District 
Courts in the 7th Judicial District, was taken up on its second 
reiding, and, on motion of Mr. Scurry, was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Seurry, Bourland, Smith of 
F., Johns and Scott. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, a billfor the relief of Henry 
Castro was taken up. ; 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay the billon the table, and make 
it the special order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Robinson moved to make it the special order for Tuesday 
next; carried, 

A bill to regulate in part the location of land claims; read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

A bill to authorize Samuel J.. Redgate to adopt a certain per- 
son therein named; read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Menefee, ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill making legitimate a certain person therein named ; 
read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Menefee, ordered. ta 
be engrossed, l f 
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A bill to review anid mark a road therein-named, was taken 
üp on its second reading. 

Mr, Sadler moved to refer it to the committee on Internal | f 
Improvements ; carried, 

A bill for the appointment of patrols was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, and, on motion of Mr. Johns, was referted to the 
committee on the State of the Republic. 

A bill supplementary to an act to open and establish a nation- 
al road, approved 5th February, 1844; read a second time. 

Mr. Smith of F.; moved its indefinite postponement. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson; the bill was referred to the 
committee on the State of the Republic. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a resolution, ‘to go into the elec- 
tion of Judge for the fifth Judicial District, on Monday, the 30th 
instant—also, a bill relative to Public Printing—also, a substi- 
tute fora bill, to amend an act to re-organize the District Courts 
in the fourth Judicial District ; passed January 18th, 1844. 

Also, a bill to legalize the official acts of L. H, Dilliard, Chief 
Justice of Harrison county—also, a bill legitimatizing and 
changing the name of Mary Jane Dillard—all of which they 
respectfully ask the concurrence of the House, 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, presented the petition of Henry F. 
Fisher, which was tead, and referred to the committee on the 
State of the Republic. 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, introduced a bill to appropriate the ~ 
License Tax of Galveston county to county purposes ; read a 
first time. 

A bill to reduce the tax on neat cattle, was read a second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

A. bill to prevent the retailing of a u liquors i in quanti- 
ties less than a quart; read a second time. 

Mr. Perkins moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Ford moved to strike out “ quart,” and insert “barrel.” 

A division-of the question was called for—question on striking 
out was carried. 

Mr. Henderson moved to fill the blank with “40 drops ;” lost. 
- Mr. Henderson moved to fill the blank with “60 drops ; » lost. 

The question rectirred on filling the blank with barrel.” 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill and amendments on the table, 
until the first day of March next. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 
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Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johns, Jones of G.,; Jones 
of S. P., Lewis, Mabry, Means, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Par- 
ker, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Williams and Wil- 
liamson—25, l 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cunningham, McFarlane, McLeod, 
Menefee, Perkins, Sadler, Smith of F. and Wallace—9. 

Carried; and bill laid on the table. 

Mr. Cazneau, one of the committee on Engrossed Bills, re- 
ported that they had examined a joint resolution for the relief of 
Henry Castro, and J. Jaussaud, and a joint resolution for the re- 
lief of the heirs of Benjamin Parker, and found them correctly 
engrossed ; report adopted. 

A bill to authorize the transportation of goods coastwise, was 
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Cazneau, referred to 
the committee on Naval Affairs. . 

Mr. Erath moved to take up the Senate’s resolution to ad- 
journ sine die ; lost. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this House will not receive any new busi- 
ness after the 25th January, 1845. 

Mr. Menefee moved to strike out “ 25th January,” and insert 
“ Ist February.” 

Mr, Williamson moved to amend Mr. Menefee’s motion, by 
inserting “5th February.” 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay the resolution and amendments 
on the table. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until Monday morning 10 
o’clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. M. 


3 o’cloek, P. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; quorum present. 

The resolution-of Mr. Jones of S. P., which was under con- 
sideraticn, was laid on the table one day, for further considera- 
tion. : 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the resolution of the Senate, to go 
into the election of Judge of the fifth Judicial District, on Mon- 
day, the 30th instant, was taken up and read, 

A joint resolution to rescind the law fixing the salary of the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court; read a second time, and on mo- + 
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‘sion of Mr. Cazneau, was referred to the committee onthe Judi- 
ciary. 

A bill prescribing the routine of military duty, was read a se- 
cond time; and on motion of Mr. Erath, referred to the com-. 
mittee on Military Affairs. ; 

A joint resolution for the:relief of Nealy Kimbro, was read a 
second time; and on motion of Mr. Erath, ordered*to be en- 

rossed. ; ` 

A bill for the relief of John Morris, was read a second time. 

Mr. Jones of S, P., moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cunningham, 
Cooke of R., Johns, Jones of S. P., Lewis, Millican, Parker, 
Robinson, Smith of F., Wallace, Williams and Williamson—15. 

Noes——Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B., Dunn, Erath, Gage, 
Henderson, Jones of G., McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland and Smyth 
of J,—18., 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Gage moved: the engrossment of the bil! ; carried. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to take up a bill supplementary to the 
direct tax law ; carried—and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
Monday merning 10 o’cleck. 
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Monpay, Pec.'30, 10 o'clock a. M. 


'Thė House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the róll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names : : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, 
Jones of G., Lewis, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, 
Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smith ot F., 
Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace and Williams. 

‘A quorum present; Journals of Saturday were read and 
adopted. | l : 

Mr. Robinson presented a number of resolutions from the citi- 
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zens of Brazoria county, making known their sentiments in Tés 
gard to annexation, and disapproving the apparent opposition of 
the late Exeeutive to-that measure. > ` 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to refer them to the appropriate com- 
mittee without reading. f 

‘There being no committee named, the Speaker suggested the 
committee of the whole House on the State of the Republic 

Mr. Scurry made a motion to that effect, which was carried. 

On motion, the committee arose, reported progress, and beg- 
ged leave to be discharged from a further consideration of the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the resolutions were referred to 
the committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Liberty county, praying the establishment of a mail route, &c.. 
which was referred fo the committee on Post Offices and Post 
Roads—also, the petition of George Simpton, Pilot; which, on 
motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., was referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

The committee on Military Affairs, Wm. G. Cooke, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the resolution of the House, request- 
ing the committee on’ Military Affairs to examine into the ex- 
pediency of affording relief to the Mier prisoners, &c., reported 
by bill for their relief; read a first time. 

The committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, William H. 
Bourland, chairman, to whom was referred a joint resolution to 
establish a mail route therein named, reported the same back to 
the House by substitute, and recommended its passage; which 
report was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

The committee on Internal Improvements, John H. Moffett, 
chairman, to whom was referred. the bill to review and make a 
road therein named, reported the same back to the House with 
amendments, and recommended its passage ; which report and 
bill were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E, Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition and aecounts of Hew- 
ard and Ogden and T. A. Sulley, reported the same back to the 
House with a bill for their relief; read a first time. 

The Select Committee, D. McFarlane, chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill to authorize the erection of a Light-House on 
Galveston Iskand—also, a bill for establishing a Light-House at ` 
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Passo Caballo, reported the same back fo: the House and recom- 
mended their passage. 
‘ Also, the Select committee,§. B. Johns, chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to change impart the times of holding the 
District Courts in the seventh Judicial District, reported the 
same back to the House by substitute, and recommended its 
passage; which reports, together with the bills, were laid on 
the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 
~- The Select Committee, B. Rush Wallace, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Henry Smith, George West and 
Mary West, reported the same back to the House by bill, to 
change the name of Henry Smith, and for other purposes; read 
a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced. a bill establishing a mail 
route therein named; read a first time. 

Mr. Hardin presented the petition of Thomas W. Key, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. . 

Mr. Cunningham, by leave, introduced a bill to establish and: 
incorporate the Victoria Collége ; read a first time. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives be, and he is hereby authorized and instructed to procure 
ten bound copies of the laws of the Republic of Texas, for the 
use of said House. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “ten,” and insert “five:” car- 
ried ; and resolution adopted. i i 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill to appropriate the 
direct tax to county purposes ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Smyth of J., was added to 
the committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. Williamson was added to the 
committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr, Williamson moved to go into an election of Judges of the 
first, fifth and sixth Judicial Districts, on to-morrow, at 3 oclock, 
P, M. i 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend, by inserting Friday, 11 o’clock, 
- &. Mn in lieu of to-morrow, 3 o’clock, r. m.; lost. 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following, as a substitute, which was 
adopted : i 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed 
to wait on the Senate, and invite that body to meet this House 
for the purpose of electing Judges for the vacant Judicial Dis- 
tricts (Ist, 5th and 6th,) on Wednesday morning at 11 o’cloek. 
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‘Messrs, . Cazneau, “Williamson and Mabry were appointed 
said committee. 

The House then proceeded to the special orders of the day, 
which was the bill for the location of the seat of government, 

Mr. Williamson moved tostrike out “ 15th of May,” and in- 
sert “ first Monday in March.” 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., a eall of the House was 
made, 

There, being a full house, a further call was suspended. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the motion to lay the bill 
on the table, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes—Messrs, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnson, ‘Jones of G., Jones of S. P., 
Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, 
Smith ‘of F., Williams and Williamson—20. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker,‘ Armstrong, Bourland,Ford, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johns, Means, Milhean, Moffett, Parker, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J,, Truit and Wallace—L8. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Williamson moved a re-consideration of the vote refusing 
to pass the bill for the relief of Lucy Davis. 

On motion of Mr, Menefee, the motion to re-consider was laid 
on the table. 

- The committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
į port, to wit: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
December 30th, 1844. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined and found 
correctly engrossed, the following bills, to wit: 

Joint’ resolution making legitimate a certain person therein 
named—also, a joint resolution authorizing Sam'l J. Redgate to 
adopt a certain person therein named—also, a joint resolution 
Mor the relief of Neely Kimbro—and, a bill for the relief of John 

orris. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee, , 
Adopted, ' l 
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A.vesolution to take in no new business after —— day, was 
-jaken up, and on motion of Mr. Williamson, laid on the table. 

The Senate's substitute of the bill to re-organize the District 
Courts of the fourth Judicial District, passed January 18, 1844, 
vas taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Cunningham, adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the petition of James P. Hudson 
was taken up, and, on motion of Mr, Scurry, referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The bill making legitimate a certain person therein named@, 
was taken up, read a third time, and passed. 

The bill authorizing Sam’l J. Redgate to adopt a certain per- 
son therein named, was read a third time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of John Morris; read a third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. m. ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
3 o'clock, P. m. 


n 3 o'clock P. M. 

House met; roll called ; quorum present. 

The question before the House was the. bill for the relief of 
John Morris, which was taken up. 

Mr. Williamson moved its indefinite postponement, 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

Mr, Wallace moved to lay it on the table until the 10th day 
of January next ; lost. f 

Mr. Wallace moved to re-commit the bill to a select commit- 
fee; lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved a call of the House ; lost. 

Mr. Millican moved to adjoura until to-morrow morning, 9 
.o’clock ; lost. 

The question then recurréd on the motion to indefinitely 
postpone, was put and lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved.-to lay the bill on the 8 until the 
13th January next ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning ; lost.. 

Mr. Henderson moved a call of the House ; lost. 

Mr. Menefee moved the previous question. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
10 o’clock; lost. 

The question, shall the main question be new put? was put 
and carried, 
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‘The main question being the passage of the: bill, the Ayes 
and Noes were called for and stood thus: ` . 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Dunn, Ford, 
Gage, Johns, Johnson, Jones of G., McLeod, Mabry, Means, 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Sadler, Seott, Smyth of J,, 
Truit, Wallace and Wilhams—22. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Cunningham, Hardin, 
ATR Lewis, Millican, Parker, Scurry and Williamson— 
10. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at 10 o’elock: 


TuEspay, Dec. 31, 10 o’clock, a. m. 


The House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain. i 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit’: : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 

-B., Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Jones 
of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Moffett; Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, 
Scurry, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson, >- & l 

A quorum present; the journals of the preceding day read 
and adopted. 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of James Morgan ; 
which was referred to the committee on Naval Affairs. 

The committee appointed to request the Senate to meet the 
House for the purpose of electing Judges, reported, duty per- - 
formed. i l 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House ofthe passage ofthe bill making an appropriation for 
contingent printing of Congress, with an amendment. 

Mr. McFarlane presented the petition of sundry citizens of 
Matagorda county, which was referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs, McFarlane; Henderson and Cazneau. 
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Mr. Sadler presented the petition of Nancy Landrum, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Aecownts. 

Mr. Cooke of R., by leave, introduced a’bill concerning the 
collection and payment of direct taxes; read a first time.  __. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred an act to authorize the 
re-organization of the counties of Refugio and San Patricio, re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended its pas- 
sage ; which report and bill were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Wm. Pringle and James Hall Grieve, reported the same back to 
the House unfavorably. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved to lay the report on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved to re-commit it to a select com- 
mittee. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunningham, Dunn, 
Gage, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., McFarlane, McLeod, Ogden, 
Robinson, Scurry and Williams—13. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of R., 
Eirath, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson, Lewis, Mabry, 
Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Sadler, 
Scott, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit and Williamson —23. 

So the motion was lost. i 

The question on the adoption of the report, was put and car- 
ried. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the bill to regulate the salaries of District 
Judges and District Attorneys, in which they had suspended the 
rules, and requested a like suspension on the partof the House. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred the petition of Henry 
F. Fisher and B, Miller, reported unfavorably ; which report, 
on motion of Mr. Scurry, was laid on the table. 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth, Chairman,.to 
whom was referred the petition of Alexander Somervell, report- 
ed unfavorably ; which report was adopted. . 

The committee on Military Affairs, Wm. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Wm. M. Steel, reported 
unfavorably ; which report was adopted. f 

‘Also, the same committee, to whom was referred the petition 
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wf William Bagg, reported the same back to the House, With’ a! 
bill for his relief; read a first time. - 

Mr. Smith of F., moved a suspension of the rule ; lost. 
The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report : : 


CommtrreE Room, 
ee Dec. 30, 1844. i 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined a joint re~ 
solution granting one-third of a leagueof land to Hugh S. Stapp ; 
an act to incorporate-the town of Marshall, in Harrison county ; 
and an act to alterand establish theeastern boundary line of Rusk: 
county, and for other purposes, and’have found them correctly 
enrolled. ‘They. have been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and President of the Senate, and were this- 
day presented to the President for his approval. 

B. RUSH: WALLACE, Chairman. 

Report adopted. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, Hugh McLeod, chairman, » 
reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the “House of Representatives, That the Ex- 
ecutive be requested to furnish this House with the reasons for 
the dismissal -of Surgeon Thomas P. Anderson, Lieutenant A. - 
- Ervin Lewis, and Lieutenant Geo. C. Bunner—whether charges 
were preferred against said officers, at the late General Court 
Martial—whether said officers are now borne upon thé rolls of- 
the Navy—and ineluded among those entitled to a pro rata of 
their pay, appropriated at the: last session of Congress, 

Resolved further, That he. be requested to furnish the House ` 
with the reasons for the stoppage of the- pay, due the estate of J. - 
É. Lansing, deceased. 

Mr. McLeod: moved-a suspension of the rule ; tost. 

Resolution laid on the table for one-day, for further conside-- 
ration. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced `a bill for the benefit of the 
county. of | Rusk ; read a first time. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to allow assets in 
suits instituted by executors or administrators ; read a first time. 

Also, a bill-to change the name of Mary Nettle, and for other: 
purposes; read a first time. 

Mr. . Moffett; by. leave, introduced -a-bill for the relief- of Nax- 
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thaniel Amory, late Secretary of Legation ‘to the United States :: 
read:a first time: 

Mr. Hardin, by leave, introduced a bill to regulate mills and: 
millers ; read a first time. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution: : 

Resolved, hat the committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to enquire into the expediency of providing by law, that Judges’ 
of Probate,- and- other county officers, elected to supply vacan- 
cies occurring in cases where the periods for which their prede- 
cessors had been elected had not expired, shall go out of office 
at the expiration of the term for which their’ predecessors were 
elected; adopted.. 

Mr. Speaker, (Mr. Lewis of Montgomery,) by: leave, intro- 
duced a bill to re-organize the Boards of County Commissioners 
for the several counties of the Republic ; read a first time: 

On. motion of. Mr. Henderson, the pill regulating the pay of 
District Judges and District Attorneys, was taken up and read a: 
first time. 

On motion of Mr, Hendersofi, the rule was suspended, -and 
the bill read a-second time. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to strike out “$1,500” and insert’ 
« $2,000. 

A.division of the question being called, the question om strik-- 
ing out was put and lost. 

‘Mr. Cunningham moved to strike out “$3.00” and insert- 
“ 500.” f 

A division of the question on striking out was put and lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a further suspension of the rule. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, “Armstrong , Cazneau, Cooke of R., 
Dann, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Hender son, Johnson, Jones 
of G., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Mof- 
fett, Ogden,. Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of-J., Tru, 
Williams and Williarason—28. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cooke of Bi, Cunningham, Jones of 
S: P., McFarlane, Robinson, Smith: of F. and Wallace—8. 

So the rule was suspended ang: the. bill read a third time. - 

The Ayes. and- Noes being called for- on.the passage of the 
bill, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau; Cooke of R., 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin,- Henderson, Johnson, - Jones 
ef G.,.Lewis,- "McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican,.. Mof- 
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dett, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, Scótt, Scurry, Smith of J. Truit, 
Wallace and Wiiliamson—28. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cooke of B., Cunningham, Jones 
of S. P., McFarlane, Robinson, Smith of F, and Williams—S. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill for the relief of Henry 
Castro and J. Jaussaud, was taken up, and ‘read a third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on the-table until to-morrow, 
10 o’clock; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a call of the House was made. 

On motion, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock P. m; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved a call of the House ; lost, 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock r. m.; lost. 

On motion ot Mr. Bourland, a call of the House was made. 

A committee from the Senate appeared, and informed the 
House that the Senate would go into the election for Judges on 
fo-morrow. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 3 o’olock, r. m.; lost. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched for absent members. 

Mr. Williamson moved. to adjourn until half past 2 o’clock, 
P. M.; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjoum until quarter. past 3 
o’clock, p.m.; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until quarter before 
3 o’clock, P. m.; lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a suspension ofthe call; lost: 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the House adjourned un- 
til 3 o’clock, P. m. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


House met; roll callec ; quorum present. 

A call of the House pending. 

M. Menefee moved to suspend the call. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the motion on the table, until 
to-morrow morning 11o’clock ; lost. 

The question on the suspension of the call was put and lost. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
10 o'clock ; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn’ “until half past nine o’clock to- 
morrow morning ; lost, . i 
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Mr, Menefee moved to despatch the Sergeant-at-Arms for ab- 
sent members; -lost. - 

‘On motion of Mr. Scott, the call was suspended. ` ; 

Mr. Williamsen moved to adjourn until to-morrow Morning- 
10 o’clock ; .lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table until 11 
o'clock to-morrow: morning ; lost, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a call of the House was made, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the call was suspended, — 

Mr. Williamson moved to adj journ until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning ;.lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the bill on the table; lost. | 

On motion of M. Wallace, a call of the House was made. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
10 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a suspension of the call ; ‘lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 9 o ‘clock to-morrow, 
A, M; lost, 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, moved a suspension of the call; 
lost. ` 
Mr. Sadler moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing ; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until half past 9 - 
o'clock to-morrow morning ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the call of the House was suspend- 
ed. 

Mr. Wallace moved to Jay the bill on the table; lost. 

7 Mr. Henderson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
ill. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the previous question. 

The question, shall the main question be now put? it was 
put and carried, 

T'he main question being the indefinite postponement, the 
Ayes and Noes were called, ‘and stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Hrath, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Lewis, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Smith 
of Fannin, Truit, Wallace and Williamson—15. 

Noes— Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robert- 
son, Cunningham, Dann, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of 
San Patricio, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robin- 
son, Scurry and Williams—16. 
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So tte motion was lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-tdortow 
morning. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, a call of the House was ade: 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock: to-morrow 
mornings lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to- morrow 
morning; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 9 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. McLeod moved a suspension of the call: lost. 

Mr. Cazneau moved to despatch the Sergeant- -at-Arms for 
absentees. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning; 
ost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
morning 9 o'clock. 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Erath, Hardin. Henderson, 
Lewis, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Smith of 
Fannin, Trait, W allace and Williamson—16. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
of Robertson, Cun aingham, Dunn, Gage, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San “Patricio, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
ToS Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scurry and Wi lliams—19, 
ost 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 9 o ‘clock 
to-morrow morning; lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a suspension of the call; ee 

Mr. Williams: moved to despatch the Sergeant-at-Arms for 
absent members. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to- morrow 
morning; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved fo adjourn until to-morrow morning 
9 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 8 o’clock 
to-morrow morning; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Mr, Means moved a suspension of the call; lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 
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Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn util to-morfow moming 
10 gelock :Jost. | 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
9 o'clock ; lost. ae 

‘Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 9 o “clock ; 
Jost. 

Mr. Scurry moved a suspension of the call; last.. . 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 9 o’clock 
to-morrow morning; lost. 

i Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow ; 
ost. * 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to- morrow 
morning 

The ‘Ayes and Noes were called for and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Erath, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Lewis, Means, Millican,. Moffett, ‘Parl cer, Sadler, Scott, 
Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace and William- 
son— 17. 

Noes—Messrs. Ar mstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Gage, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of 
San Patricio, McFarlane, M cheod, Mabry, Menefee; Ogden, 
Perkins, Robinson, Scurry and Wiiliams—1s. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Willfamson moved to’ adjourn until 9o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 9 o’clock to- 
morrow ; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until half past 8 o'clock to- 
morrow ; lost. 

Mr. Hardin moved to adjourn for one hour ; lost. 

; Mr, Williamson moved'to adjourn until 9 o clock. to-morrow ; 
ost. 
Mr. Hardin moved to:adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow ; 
ost. 

Mr, Williamson moved to adjourn until after 9 o’clock; lost. 

Mr. Hardin moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to- -morrow 
morning ï lost. , 

Mr. Robinson. moved to adjourn until 11 o'clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Me Williamson moved to adjourn until half past 10 o’glock 
to-morrow morning; lost. 


EF 


132 


Mr. Menefee moved a suspension of the call; lost . 

The Sergeant-at-Arms appeared with Messrs. Ford and Johns, 
in custody. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, they were released without pay- 
ing their fees to the Sergeant-at-Arms, 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
10 o’clock ; lost. ; 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, a committee was appointed to 
wait upon Mr. Sutherland, and receive his vote. Messrs. Bour- 
land and Menefee were appointed the committee. 

A full House—the call was suspended. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the passage of the 
bill, and stood thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
of Robertson, Cunningham, Dunn, Johns, Johnson, Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland 
and Williams—21. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Erath, Ford, Gage, Har- 
din, Henderson, Lewis, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, 
Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace and William- 
son—l16. . 

So the biil passed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the House adjourned until to 
morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 
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Wepnespay, January Ist, 1845. 


The House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
‘Chaplain. 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 
_ Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Cunningham, Erath, 
Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, Jones of G., 
Jones of S. P., Lewis, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Mof- 
fett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Suther- 
land. Smyth of J., Wallace, and Wilhams. . 
~ A quorum present; the journals of the preceding day read 
and adopted, . a 
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Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Benj, J. White, w. 
was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. `` ‘i 
liamson. Perkins and Erath. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, Hugh McLeod chairman, _ 
to. whom was referred the bill for the transportation of goods 
coastwise, reported it back to the House, verbally, recommend- 
ing its . passage. 

‘The bill was laid on the table to come up among the orders 
of the day. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 


Committee Room, 
December 31st, 1844. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and iand 
correctly enrolled, the following : 

An act to legalize the official acts of L. H. Dilliard, Chief 
Justice of the county of Harrison ; 

An act to re organize the District Courts in the 4th Judicial. 
District, passed January 18th, 1844, and, 

An act legitimatizing and changing the name of Mary Jane 
Dillard. 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives ‘and President of the Senate, were this day 
presentan to the President for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Report adopted. 

The committee on Finance, G. W. Smyth chairman, to | 
whom was referred a certain bill, resolutions, &c., relating to 
direct taxation, reported a substitute for them, and recommend- 
ed its passage ; which report and bill were laid on the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

T'he same committee reported to the House a bill supplemen- 
tary to an act entitled an act establishing the jurisdiction and 
powers of District Court; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of Con- 
stables ; read a first time. 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to reduce the impost 
dity to 10 per cent ad valorem. 
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t WAAngoh Movet å stispetistön ofthe rife’; löst., 

r. Mdfitit, By leave, ‘introdtuced'a bill to dinend atid’ M 
the laws R to Probate Courts: and settlement of suicces- 
sions ; read a first time, 

Mr. Mabry offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That, the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary be instructed to take into consideration’ 
and investigate the propriety of an alteration to obviate the 
difficulty now existing relative to counting of the votes for Pré- 
sident and Vice President, and report by bill or otherwise ; 
adopted. 

Mr. Williams, by leave, introduced a bill paei in part 
the proceedings of District Courts ; read a first time. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the issu- 
ance of patents to assignees ; read a first time. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of thè passage ofa resclution showing that it was the 
sense of the Senate and House of Representativés ta dispense 
with foreign ministers—also, that the Senate was ready to go 
into the election of J ridges. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House of Representatives: 
declared themselves ready to receive the Senate for that pur- 

ose. 

The Senate appeared, headed by their President, who was 
invited to a seat by the Speaker of the House of oe Cee MISLED, 
and the Senators to seats preparéd for them. 

-Nominations for Judge of the first Judicial District being in 
order, John B. Jones was put in nomination. 

Mr. McLeod nominated A. B. Shelby. 

The House of Representatives, after the Senate noi voted, 
proceeded to vote viva voce. 

The tollowing members voted for John B. Jones; 

Messrs. Speaker; Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Dunn. 
Ford, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, 
McFarlane, Means, Menefee, Par ker, Perkins, Robinson, Sad- 
Jer; Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper and Williamson—-20; ` 

And the following menibers voted for A. B. Shelby :: 

Messrs. Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Erath, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, ‘McLeod, Mabry, Millican,. 
Moffett; Ogden, Scott, Scurry, Smith of Fannin, Truit, Wallace 
and Williams—19. 

Mr. Jones received eleven votes in ie Senate, and! Mr Shel 
by received two votes, . : 
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loha Bu. Jones, aving received a, majorit ll fhe, 
aise EE Jones hevi Judge of, ‘the ‘First’ Ea D ‘ ce 
A for Judge of the Fifth Judicial District Being in’ 
er, a ° 
Mr. R. T. Wheeler was put ig nomination. 
Mr, ‘Gage nominated Mr, TJ, Jennings. 
> The following members voted for Mr. R. T. Wheeler: 
“Messrs. Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, Curininghani, Dunn, 
Exath, Ford, Henderson, Jones of San Patricio, ‘McLeod, Milli- 
can, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Robinson, Sadler; Seoti, Senrry, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wal lace, Williams and Williamson—22, 
The following members voted for Mr. T.J, Jennings: 
Messrs. Speaker, -Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of ‘Robertson, 
Gace, Hardin, Johns, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Me- 
Farlane, Mabry, Means, Menefee,, Perkins, Sutherland and 
Smith of -Pannin—17. 
Mr. Wheeler received ten votes in the Senate, and Mr. Jen- 
nings received three votes. 
Mr. R. T. Wheeler having réceived a majority ofall the votes, 
was declared duly elected Ji udge of the Fifth Judicial District. 
Nominations for Judge of the Sixth Judicial District being in 
order, 
Mr. M. P. Norton, and Mr. 
tion. 
Mr, Williamson nominated Mr. Lawrence. 
The following members.voted for Mr. M. P. Norton: `. i 
Messrs Speaker, Armstrong, Hrath, Ford, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Johns, Means, Millican, Ogden,. Parker, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scurry, Smyth of Jasper and Truit—16. 
The following members voted for Mr, William Lawrence, 
Messrs. Bourlaxid, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robert- 
son, Dunn, Gage; ‘Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San 
Patricio, Lewis, “McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, 
Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Williams and Williamson—lL9. 
The following members voted for Mr. Scott : 
Messrs. Cunninghain, Moffett, Scott and Wallace—4. 
Mr. Norto’ received six votes in the’ Senate : Mr. Lawrence 
received six votes; and MY. Scott one." 
Neither candidate having receited a majority of all the votes, 
the House proceeded toa “second viie, te 
Mr, Scott was withdrawn. °°? tee a ee 
“Phe following members vVoteil for Mi. Notton: S T 
Messrs, Speaker, prmstOng, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Hendér- 
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Scott were put in nomina- 
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sou, Johns, Méans, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Robinsén, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of Jasper, Truit and Wallace—19, 
` The following members voted fot Mr. William Lawrence: 
Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robert.’ 
son, Cunningham, Dunn, Gage, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFatlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Williams and 
Williamson—20. : 
Mr. Norton received seven votes in the Senate, and Mr. Law- 
rence received six votes. ' 
There being a tie, the two Houses again proceeded to vote, 
which resulted as before: whereupon, the two Houses pro- 
ceeded to a- fourth vote, which prodticed the same result—no 
member having changed.his vote. The two Houses being un- 
able to make a choice, the Senate retired. , 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M l 


3 o’clock, P. M. 


-7 House met pursuant to adjournment ; quorum present. — 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution calling on the President, for information, was 
taken up and adopted. 

The joint resolution making an appropriation for the contin- 
gent printing of Congress was taken up, with the amendment of 
the Senate, which amendment was concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Parker, de- 
ceased, was taken up and read a third time. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for the 10th inst.; lost. ` 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved its indefinite postponement ; lost. 

Mr. Wallace offered an amendment. 

The chair decided it ont of order. 

Mr. Wallace appealed from the decision of the charr. 

‘The question being put, the chair was sustained 
de question on the passage of the bill was then put and ear- 
ried, 
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+ fhe bill for the relief of Neely Kimbto, was read a third time 
and passed. l 

The bill to make the Secretary of the Senate an annual offi- 
cer, was read a first time. , ee 

"Fhe bill for the relief of Martha B. Runnels, and others, read 
a first time. 

The bill granting to settlers on public domain pre-emption 

rivileges, read a first time. E l 

The bill relative tò Public Printing, read a first time. 

The bill to repeal the 17th section of the act organizing Jus- 
- tices?’ Courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction of the 
same, é&c., &c., approved, December 20th, 1836, was taken up 
on its second reading ; and on motion of Mr. Menefee, ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to 
the several acts on impost duties ; read a first time. ` 

The bill requiring the Auditor to audit all legally authentica- 
ted claims against the government, was taken up on its second 
reading, and the substitute of the committee on Finance adopt- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr, Erath, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill for the relief of L. S. Hargous, ofthe city of Vera 
Cruz, and others, was read a second time; and on motion of 
Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, : . 

The bill to incorporate the Galveston Gnards, was read a 
second time. l l 

Mr. Henderson moved its reference to the committee on the 
Judiciary; lost. l 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, it was referred to the commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

The bill making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the contingent expenses of the eighth Con- 
gress, was taken up on its second reading; and, on motion of 
Mr. Bourland; ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn until to-morrow 10 o'clock, 
A.M. lost. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House adjourned until to-mors 
morning 9 o’clock,. ` 


Jap 
_ Tavrspax, Jen. 2d, 10.0°clavk, Ac why! 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by ‘the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members: ans 
swered totheir names 

Messrs, Speaker, Cunningham, Ford, Gage, Hardin, spine) 
Johnson, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, BOPInEON) Sad- 
ler, Scott, Scurry, Truit and Williamson. 

Not a quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow- morning > o'clock, 


FRIDAY, Jan. 8d, 9 o’clock, A, m 


House met pursuant to adjournment, prayer by the Chap- 
jain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
B, Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, John- 
son, Jones of G , Lewis, ‘McFarlane, ‘McLeod, Mabry, Millican, 
Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
Smyth of J. Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present ; Journals of Wednestay and Thursday 
were read and adopted. 

Mr. Bourland presented the accounts of James Long; which 
were referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. MeLeod presented the petition of Leander Wescott ; 
which was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts; 

Also, the petition of Edward Drew, which was referred to 
the committee ou the State of the Republi ic. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of W. B. Goodman ; 
whieh was referred to the cominittee on Claims and Accounts. 

The committe on Post Offices and Post Roads, W. H. Bour- 
land chairman, to whom was referred the bill to provide’. for 
carrying the public mail from Franklin.in Robertson county to 
Crocket in Houston conuty, reported the same back to the 
House by substitute, and recommended its passage? which report 
was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E, Mabry ~chair-~ 
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Hon tooti sas véferred.the potitiow of Armasa Witney. nie- 
ported utifavorably on the same y which report Was, 00 malign 
Of Mi: Henderson, laid on the table. =. ot 
‘he same committee to whonravas referred . the petition,of 
Geo. Simpton, -teported the same back to the Mouse, witha re- 
quest that it-be referred to -the committee on Navel Affairs ; 

` whieh report was adopted, 

The same committee to whom’ was referred the patition of 
Nancy Landrum, reported it back to the House, with a request. 
that it be referred to the committee ON may Affairs ; 7 walen 
report was adopted, > 

Also, the same committee to whom was referred the petitions. 

"ef John Engledow and Edward Hughart, reported unfavorably; 
which report was, on motion of Mr. “Boutland, laid on the table, 

- Phe committee on the State of the. Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson chairman, to whom was referred the petition of sundry 
citizens of Red River county, praying for a collectoral district, 
reported it back to the House, with a request that it be referr ed 
to the committee on Fi nance: adopted. 

The same committee, B. Rush Wallace, one of the commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the joint resolution to rescind the 
joint resolution fixing a salary for the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court, reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its passage. 

Also, to whom was referred the bill to allow a defendant tọ 
plead a partial failure of consideration reported, a portion of said 
committee in favor, and a portion against the passage of the bill ; 
which report and bill was laid on the table, “to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

The committee on Education, W. R. Senrri y, U: to. 
whom was referred the bill prohibiting the sale of donations of 
land to colleges, &c., for eight years, reported unfavorably ; 
which report and bill ‘was laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the. day, i 

The committee on the J adroit: A, s. Cuntiingham, one of 
the commiftes to‘whom was referred the bill relating to the 
practice in the District: Courts, reported’ the same haek ta the 
House by substitute, and recommended its passage ; whieh tg- 
port and bill were laid on thé table, to come np arhangithe orders 
éttheday; - = 

The committee a on the Judiciar y, Tod Robinson, chairman; 
to whom was Yeferredl the resolution to:énquire into the expedi- 
ency of providing by law, that Judges af Probate, and otheg 
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¢0tinty- oflieers, elected to supply vacancies aceurring in cages 
where the pericd for which their predecessors had been-elected. 
had not expired, shall go ont of office at the expiration of. the, 
term fot which their predecessors were elected, reported that it 
was the opinion of the committee, that the tenure by which the 
tibove officers hold their offices, is not subject to legislative con- 
trol, and begged to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the same ; which report was, on motion of Mr. Bourland, 
taid on the table. ; 

The Select Committee, Dugald McFarlane, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Matagorda 
county, reported the same back to the House, with a bill to re- 
peal the act incorporating the Matagorda Caney Navigation 
Company, which was read a first time. l DOS" 

T'he select committee, R. M Williatnson, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Benjamin L. White, reported the 
same back to the House, with a bill for the relief of Mary Law-, 
son Williams, whieh was read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
Tead a second time, and referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, Mr. Menefee was 
added to the committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of George W. Miller, 
which was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Cazneau, McLeod and Metefee. 

Mr. Scott offsred the following resolution : 

Be it Resolved, That the committee on Finance be request- 
ed to take into consideration the propriety of-declaring Port 
Caddo a Port of Entry: and further, the propriety of appointing 
a Collector for said Port. 

The conimittee on the State of the Republic, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition and joint resolution for the relief of Henry 
FE. Fisher, reported the same back to the Honse, by substitute, 
and recommended its passage Signed by Messrs. McLeod, | 
Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Sutherland. and Armstrong; which 
report was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

'.Mr. Moffett, by leave, introduced a hill for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Angelina and Snow rivers ; read a first 
time. 

Mr. Erath, by leave, introduced a bill to define more perfectly 
the jurisdiction of the District Courts; read a first time, ~ H 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rale was -suspended; bil} 
dad a séeond time, and on motion of Mr. Erath, referred to tha 
<orpithittee on the J. 'udiċlary. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introdueed a bill for the relief.of 
Amasa Turner; read a first time. 

Mr Cuaningham, by leave, introduced a bill to encourage 
the compilation of a digest of the laws; read a first time, and 
on motion of Mr. Cunningham, rule suspended, bill read a se» 
cond time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hardin, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of Thos. 
W. Key, Assessor of Liberty conuty ; read a first time. 

Tne committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred the bill for the benefit 
of the citizens of the Republic of Texas, reported the same.back 
tothe House, and recommended its passage; which report anc 
bill was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the: 
da 

‘On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to establish and incorporate the Galveston Lyceum 

was taken up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. McLecd, 
ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to reduce the. per diem pay of members ot Congress 
was takeh up and read a second time. 

Mr. Sadler moved its indefinite postponement. 

T'he Ayes and Noes being called, stood thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Armstrong, Bonrland, Cunningham, Brath, 
Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johnson, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, 
McLeod, “Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, 
Sadler, ‘Scott, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit and 
Williawis—23. 

Novs— Messrs. Speaker, Dunn, Hardin, Johns, Jones of Sart 
Patricio, McFarlane, Millican, Parker and Wallace—-9. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed, j 

The bill regulating license tax was read a second time, and 

-on motion of Mr, Erath, referred to the committee on Finance, 

The bill amendatory of the several acts regulating the sales of 
the estates of deceased persons and minor heirs, was read a se- 
cond time, and on motion of Mr. Millican, referred toa select 
committee, consisting of -:essrs, Millican, Gage, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Armstrong and Williams. 
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Jre bilita tepeatan act authorigitig, the holding: of arDistrict 
Court in two places in Red’ River county, and for other pur- 
poses, was read. a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Scott, re- 
ferred to the committee on County. Boundaries. 

The bill for the relief of Abel Morgan was read a second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. Dunn, McFarlane, Henderson, Per- 
kins and Cunningham. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of James Garrard, deceas- 
ed, was taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
Henderson. ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill to amend an act to regulate proceedings in civil 
suits, approved February 5th, 1840, was taken up, read a second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to authorize the county surveyor of Houston county 
to transcribe the archives of his office in a bound book, was ta- 
ken up, read a second time, and,on motion of Mr. Sadler, re- 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Sadler, Scott 
and Menefee. 

A message was received from the Senate eae the House 
of the passage of the following bills, to wit: 

An act directing the President and Heads of Departments to 
return to the city ‘of Austin ; 

An act to‘provide that all ‘laws shall take effect.from and af- 
ter their passage, unless a different time be specified in said law. 

An act to repeal certain acts relative to the creation of a 
Board of Medical Censors. &c., &e.; 

And, also, a bill providing for the location of the. seat of gov- 
ernment by the people of Texas. | 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following topat 


ČOMMITTEE Room, 
January 3d, 1845. 


- To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
_ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Kugrossed Bills have examined a bill mak- 
ing an appropriation for “the payment’ of the outstanding: lia- 
bilities of the contingent expenses of the eighth Congrese- 
also, a bill to be entitled an act supplementary touan act defin- 
ing the duties of the officers: of the ‘Boouseays Depaatmanty 


g ee ath 


“3 tes’, 


apifoved Febrúary Bth, 1840, and find the same “eorvectly eti- 


grossed. 
' AHL JONES, 
; i One of the Committee 
Adopted; 7 


“Fhe bill to establish certain mail routes therein named, was 
read a second time, and, on motion of Mr, Cunningham, referred 
to the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The bill making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the contingent expenses of the 8th Con- 
gress, was read a third time and passed, 

The bill supplementary to the act defining the duties of the 
officers of the ‘Treasury Department, approved -5th Feb. 1840, 
was read a third time. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved its indefinite postponement ; lost. 

So the bill passed. 

The bill to charter the Nacogdoches University, was read a 
‘secoud time, and, on motion -of Mr. Henderson, referred to the 
committee, on Education. 

(he bill to amend the Constitution, was read a second time, 
and, on motion of Mr, Cazneau, referred to the committee on 
the State of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill from the Senate pro- 
viding for the amendment of the Constitution and the establish- 
ment ofa Supreme Court, was taken up and referred to the cont- 
mittee on'the State of the Republic. 

The bill for the relief of A. B. Gray and H. P. Bee, was read 
a second time. 

Mr. Henderson offer ed a'substitute for the bill. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio offered an amendment to the sub- 
- stitute ; adopted. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay the bill and substitute on: 
the table > lost. 

The substitute was then adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Hen- 
derson, ordered to he engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the purchasers of lots in the city of 
Austin, &c., was taken up, read a second time, and, on motion 
of Mr.. ‘Scott, referred to the committee on tlie State of the Re- 
public. > 
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph English, was 
Fead asecond time, and on motion of Mr. ‘Smith of Fannin, or- 
ilered to be engr ossed. 

““On motion of Mr. Henderson, the’ bill for the relief ‘of hn 
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B. Black, and others, was taken up from the table and placed 
among the orders of ‘the day. 

On’ motion of-Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the bill for the relief 
of the citizens of depopulated counties, was taken from the table, 
and placed among the orders of the day. 

‘The bill to abo ish capital punishment within the limits of the 
Rep iblic of Texas, came up on its second reading, witu the un. 
favorabl» report of the com nittee on the Judiciary; which re- 
port, on motion of Mr. Scurry, was adopted. 

Tne bill for the relief of the citizens of depopulated counties, 

was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr, Jones of Sau Patricio, moved to strike out the word 
« Begar”; carried; and on motion of Mr. Jones of San Patri- 
cio, ordered to be engrossed. 

“She bill for the relief of John S. Black, and others was taken 
up, and ou motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the committee 
on the State of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Mcleod, the bill for the relief of A. B. 
Shelby was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to ameud the act regulating the proceedings of the 
District Courts, came up on its second reading, with ‘the unfa- 
vorable report of the committee; which report was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Williamson, adopted—and bill rejected. 

The bill for the benefit of Henry R. Green, was taken up on 
jts second reading, with the un‘avorable report of the committee 
on the J ndiciary ; ; waich report was adopted, and bill rejected. 

Oa motion of Mr. Bourland, the petition of Edward Hughart 
was taken up, and referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Bourland, Gage and Scurry. 

Tne chairman .of the committee on the Judiciary, withdrew 
the unfavorable report on the bill relative to the practice in the 
District Courts. 

The bill to provide for the better protection of the rights of 
married women was taken up on its second reading, and on 
motion of Mr. Henderson, laid on the table. 

Tne bill to repeal the Exchequer systern, was taken up on its 
second reading. 

Mr. Robinson moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for the 20th instant, and that 100 copies 

-ofit be printed. 
. Mr. McLeod moved to amend by inserting 10th instant, inliew 
of 2Uth , accepted by Mr. Robinson. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay the bill on the table; lost 
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` A division of the question being called—the | question on lay- 
ing on the table until 10th instant, was catried. 

Phe question on printing was put and lost. ` 

- On motion of Mr. Armstrong, thé resolution from the Senate; 
slowinm the sense of the two Houses, relative to dispensing 
with Foreign Ministers was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Me. 
nefee, referred to the committee ón Foreign Relations. 

The bill to endow the Wesleyan Collegeof San Augustirie 
was taken up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Hen- 
derson, re-committed to the committee on Public Lands. - 

The bill supplementary to an act to changein part the times 
cf holding the District Courts in the 5th and 7th Judicial Dis- 
tricts, was taken up on itssecond reading; andon motion of 
Mer. Robinson, ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Millican moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, r. m. 

Mr. Henderson moved to adjourn until 9'0 ‘clock to-morrow 
morning, which motion was put and carried. 


+? 


SATURDAY, Jan. 4, 10 o'clock, a. M 


“House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap.. 
Jain; the roll being called; the following members: answered 
to their. names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Sacks of Bexar,. Cun- 
ningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson, Jones of 
San Patricio, Lewis, "McFarlane, McLeod, .Mabry,; Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smith of Fan- 
nin; Smyth of Jasper, Wallace and Williamson. 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day were read 
and adopted. . 

‘Qn motion of Mr. Truit, the Hon. M. T. Johnson, member 
elect from Shelby county, came forward, presented his creden- 
tials, took the oath prescribed by the Constitution and-his seat. 

Mr: Cooke of Bexdt, presented the petition of Bourgeois de Or- 
vanne, and Ducos, whith was, on motiom-df Mr.:Gage, referred 
to the committee on the State of the Republic.’ c 

' On. motion of Mr..Henderson, Mr. Jolried of Shetby, was 
. addedto the committee ontthe: State of Yie di Lot 
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On motion of Mr, Triit, Mr. Johnson of ebstoys Wee, added: 

to the committee on Retrenchment. __ 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio. presented the petition ‘of Isabella 
'T. Scott, which’ was referred to:the committee on Public Lands. 

The committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, William H, 
Bourland, chairman, to whom was-referred the’ petition of the 
citizens of the lower part of Liberty county, praying the estab- 
lishment of a mail route, &c.,-reported: the same back to the 
House, with a bill for the creation of a mail route from the city 
of Galveston, to the town of Liberty ; read a first time. 

The committee on Public Lands, G. B. Erath, one of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the joint resolution for the relief 
of Mary Lawson Williams, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its passage; which report and bill were laid 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day.. 

The same committee, to-whom was referred the petition of 
S. B. Giles, reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to regu- 
late in part the location of land claims, made a report recom- 
mending its indefinite postponement; which report was laid on 
the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Mary Potter, and others, reported unfavorably ; which report 
was adopted. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Sam. Ricker, Jr., reported’ 
a bill for his relief for $399 52-100; which was read a frst- 
time—tfrom the considération of the balance of the claim, the 
committee begged to be discharged for want of the necessary in- 
formation thereon. 

The same committee to whom was referred the claim-of J. 
P. Hudson, for making a map of Fayette county, begged to be’ 
discharged. from its further consideration for the want of proper 
vouchers ; ; which report was adopted, 

‘The committee on:Public Printing, S..W. Perkins chairmar, 
reported having made the following contract with Thomas: 
Johnson : for 1, 5500 copies of President Houston’s message for 
$11 25 ; 500 copies of accompanying documents at 3- 4 cenis 
per page ; 2 quires Ayes and Noes at $4 per quire; 1,500 co- 
pies of President Jones? message for $18. 

With Messrs. Miller & Cushney for 300 copies of the Texas 
National Register.for $30 per week during. the session ; which; 
report was-laid.on the table. 
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- The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
bill supplementary to an act to regulate the proceedings in civil 
suits, reported: the same back tothe House, and recommended. 
its passage. Signed by Messrs. Armstrong, .Wallace, Scurry 
and Henderson; which report was laid on the table to come 

ap among the orders of the day. 

The committee on: Enrolled: Bills made the following report : 


GOMMITTEE Room. 
Jan. 3d, 1845. $ 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
_ Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find’ 
correctly enrolled, 

A joint resolution making an appropriation for the contingent 

„printing of Congress. 

It has been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and: President of the Senate, and was this day presented 
to the President for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

‘The committee or Public Lands, D. Gage’ one of the com- 
inittee, to whom was referred the joint resolution forthe relief 
of James W. Wauhop, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its passage; which report was laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 

The special committee Wm. Menefée chairman, to whom 
was referred the'petition of George W. Miller, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was-read a first time. 

Mr. Hardin offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolvéd, That the House of Representatives will go into 
the election ofa Judge of the 6th Judicial District, at 3 o’clock 
this day ; rejected. 

Mr. Scott offered the following resolution, to wit : 

Be it resolved, Thatthe Finance committee, be requested to ` 
take into consideration the propriety of levying a direct tax om 
all property owned’by citizens of this Government, at an ad va- 
lorem rate of one quarter of one per cent. on the- value of the 
same ; adopted. . 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the- Tria 
ity University ;- read a first time. 
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Mr Johns, by leave, introduced a bill for the benefit of De 
Kalb College ; read a, first time. 

‘Mr. Cooke of Robertson, presented the petition of- George W. 
Sevier, and others; which was referred to the commitee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, by leave, introduced a bill making an 
appropriation for the pay ofthe members and officers of the 9th 
Congress ; read a first time, and, on motion of Mr. Smith of Fan- 
nin, the rule was suspended, bill read a second time, and, on 
motion of Mr. Williamson,referred to the committee on Finance, 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to incorporate the town 
of Boston ; read a first time. 

Mr. Means, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for altering 
the attachment laws; read a first time. 

The House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Henderson moved to take up the resolution to adjonrn 
sine die ; lost. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills : 
~ An act for the relief of Jonathan Bird—a bill for the relief of 
John 'Trussell—a bill to abolish the office of Secretary of Lega- 
tion—and, a bill allowing mileage to Sheriffs, Coroners and 
Constables—and, also, a bill to incor porate Orphans’ Friend 
Lodge, No, 17. 

The bill providing for the location. of the seat of government 
by the people of Texas, was read-a, first time. 

The bill to repeal certain acts relative to the creation ofa 
Board of Medical Censors, &c., was taken up, and read a first 
time. z 
The bill to provide that all laws shall take effect from and 
after their passage, unless a different time be specified in said 
law, was read a first time. 

The bill to make the Secretary of the Senate an annual oft- 
‘eer, was taken up, read a.second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Robinson, referred to the committee on Retrenchment., 

The committee on Naval Affairs, H. McLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the memorial of: James Morgan, late Naval 
Commissioner, reported a joint resolution for his relief; read a 
first time. on 

The bili for the relief of Martha B. Ranndi and others, was 


449 


taken up, read a- second time, and, on miotion of Mr. Jones of 
San Patricio, referred to the committee on Públic Lands. 

The bill granting to settlers on vacant public domain, pre- 
emption privileges, was taken up and read a second time : And 
on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the eommittee on Public . 
Lands. 

The joint resolution relative to Public Printing, was taken 
up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred 
to the committee on Retrenchment. 

The bill to amend and alter the laws relative to Probate 
Courts, and the settlement of successions, was read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

The bill supplementary to an act defining the jurisdiction and 
powers of the District Courts, approved, December 22d, 1836, 
was taken up, read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the benefit of Constables, was read a second time, 
and on motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, referred to the com- 
mitttee on the Judiciary. l 

The bill to reduce the impost duties to ten per cent., ad va- 
lorem, was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Cazneau, 
referred to the committee on Finance, 

The bill regulating in part the proceedings in the District 
Courts was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, inde-, 
finitely postponed. 

T'he bill to provide for the issuance of Patents to assignees, 
was read a second time, and on motion öf Mr. Henderson, re- 
ferred to the committee on Public Lands. 

The bill supplementary to the several acts on impost duties, 
was read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Armstrong, re- 
ferred to the committee on Finance. 

The bill for the relief of William Legare, was read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Sadler, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. l | 

The bill for the encouragement of learning, &c.; &¢., was 
read a secoud time, and on motion of Mr. Cunningham, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. NOR 

The bill for the reliéfof John R. Taylor, administrator of the | 
estate of Wm. Wilson, was read a second time ; and oh motion 
of Mr. Scott, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 

- The bill appropriatiag’ the license tax of Gaivestoi’ county 
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+o county. purposes; was read a:second time; and on motion of 
Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The bill to abolish the duties on certain articles, was read a 
second time; and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

The bill supplementary to an act creating the county of Rusk, 
gc: &c., was read a second time; and on motion of Mr. Gage, 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Houston College, 
was read a second time ; and on motion ot Mr. Henderson, re- 
ferred to the committee on Education. 

The bill to regulate the Naval establishment was read a se- 
cond time; and on motion of Mr. Cazneau, referred to the com: 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill appropriating the direct taxes to county purposes, 
was read a second time; and on motion of Mr. Scott, referred 
to the committee on Finance. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Victoria College, was 
read a second time; and on motion of Mr. Cunningham, refer- 
red to the committee on Education. 

The bill tọ establish a mail route therein Hamed, was read a 
second time; and on motion, referred to the committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads. _ 

The bill to change the name of Henry Smith, and for other 
purposes, came up on its second reading ; and on motion of Mr. 
Henderson, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the motion to re-consider the 
vote refusing to engross the bill making an appropriation for 
the payment of the claim of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, 
was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote was re-considered, and -` 
the bill referred to the committee on Finance. 

The joint resolution for the relief of the Mier prisoners, was 
read a second time, and referred to the committee on Military 
Affairs, | 

The bill for the relief of Rusk county, was read a second 
time; and on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on 
Education. 

The bill to allow assets in suits instituted by executors or ad- 
ministrators, was read a second time, and on motion of My. 
Wallace, referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the vote referring the bill for the 
relief of the Mier Prisoners, to the committee on Military Af-- 
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fairs, was re considered ; and on motion of Mr. Cazneau, ordered 
to be engrossed. .. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the bill to repeal an act incor- 
porating the Matagorda Caney, Navigation Company, was taken 
up on its second reading; and on motion of Mr. Parker, ordér- 
ed to be.engrossed. 

The bill to change the name of Mary Nettle, and for other 
purposes, was read a second time, and on. motion of Mr. Hen- 
derson, ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Amory was taken up, 
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred 
- to the committee on. Finance. 

The bill ‘to regulate mills and millers, was read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Hardin, referr ed to the committee 
on the State of the Republic. ` 

The bill to re-organize the Boards of County Commissioners 
for the several counties of the Republic, was read a-second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the commiit- 
tee on the Judiciary. = 

The bill concerning the collection and payment of the direct 
taxes, was read a second time, and.on motion of Mr. Hender- 
son, referred to the committee on Finance. 

The bill for the relief of William Bugg, was taken up on its 
second reading, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill to authorize the re-organization of Refugio and San 
Patricio counties, was taken up on its second reading. - 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, moved to amend by fling the first 
blank with the name of Peter Teal ; and; ‘the second blank, with 
the name of William Mann; adopted, 

Mr. Cunningham moved to amend, by striking out the first 
section. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill and amendment on the 
table, until Monday morning 10 o’clock ; lost. 

The question on the amendment was put and lost. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The committee on En grossed Bills made the following report: 


w 


:. GOMMITTEE. ROOM, 7 
January 4, 1845. ; 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be entitled an act for the relief of the heirs of James Garrard, 
deceased—also, a bil] to be entitled an act for the relief of the 
citizens of the depopulated counties—also a bill to be entitled 
an act for the relief of the heirs of Joseph English, deceased— 
also, a bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Galveston Ly- 
ceum—also, a bill to be entitled'an act supplementary to an act 
entitled an act to change in part the times of holding the 
Distriet Courts, in the Sth and 7th Judicial Districts, approved, 
Jannary 27th, '1844—also, a joint resoluton for the relief of A. 
B. Shelby—also, a joint resolution for the relief of H. P. aa 
and find the same correctly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee, 

_ Report adapted. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following z re- 
“port, to wit: 


COMMITTEE Room, ? 
Jan. 4, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act di- 
recting the President and Heads of Departments to return to 
the city of Austin, and found the same correctly enrolled. It 
was signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
President of the Senate, and was this day presented to the Pre- 
sident of the Republic for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, aaran 


Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, Mr. Cooke of Bexar, was added to 
the committee on Retrenchment. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, Mr. Mabry was ad- 
ded to the committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill to change in part the 
times of holding the District Courts, in the 7th Judicial District, 
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was fake tp on-its sécond reading, and the substitute of-the 
select committee adopted ; and. on motion of Mr. Bourland, or- 
dered to be engrossed. i 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the relief of Josiah G- 
Beatty, and others, was taken upon its second reading, and the 
substitute of the Finance committee adopted; and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 9 o’clock. 


(Ree 


t 


eo Monpay, Jan. 6, 10 o’clock a. m. 


‘ The House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, Cun- 
ningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johnson of Goliad, Jones 
of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, 
Moffett, Robinson, Sadler, Scoit, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of 
Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present ; the journals of Saturday read and adopt- 
ed. < 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of Sundry citizens of Rusk 
county, praying for the establishment of a College, which was 
referred to the committee on Education. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of sundry citizens of Gal- 
veston county, praying that ice be imported free of duty, which 
was referred to the committee on Finance. 

A Message was received from His Excellency, the President, 
by his Private Secretary, Mr. 8. Z. Hoyle. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Charles A. Seefeld, 
which was referred to the committee on Military ‘Affairs—also, 
the memorial of Post Captain E. W. Moore, which was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Cazneau, referred to the committee‘on Ì Naval Affairs. 

Also the memorial of Isaac D. Boyce, which was referred to 
thé committes on Publie Lands. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of H. McHanks, which 
was referred: to the committee on Military Affairs. ‘ 

Mr. “Gage presented: the petition of Pandy citizens’ of" Rusk 
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county, praying’ the incorporation ofthe town of Henderson, 
-which was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. McFarlane presented the petition of the Stockholders in 
the Matagorda Caney Navigation Company, protesting against ` 
the repeal of the charter ; which was referred to the committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The committee on Military Affairs, Wma. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred.the bill prescribing the routine of military 
duty, and for other purposes, reported.the same back to the 
House, with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to incor- 
porate the Galveston Guards, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage. . 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill for the 
protection of the Northern Frontier—also, a petition,from Ro- 
bertson county, reported the same back to the House, and beg- 
ged to be discharged from further consideration ofthe same ; as 
a general bill for the proteetion of the frontier will supersede 
the necessity; which reports and bills were laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders.of the day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Galveston, asking to be exempted from mili; 
tary duty in time of peace, reported unfavorably upon the same; 
adopted. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Nancy Landrum, reported unfavorably on account of the Ar- 
chives being at Austin ; report adopted. 

The committee on Education, W. R. Scurry chairman, to 
whom was referred a bill for the benefit of Rusk connty—also 
a bill to establish and incorporate the Victoria College—al- 
so, a bill to establish and incorporate the Houston College—re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended their pas- 
sage ; which report and bills were laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. . 

The -committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Adolphus Sterne, 
reported the same back to the House with a joint resolution for 
his relief ; which was read a first time. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman, 
reported a bill to alter the times of holding the District Courts 
in the.first Judicial District; which was read a first time. 

The committee on Foreign relations, Re M. Williamson chair- 
aman, to whom was referred the resolation of the Senate ex-- 
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pressive.of the sénse of dispensing with’ foreign ministers, fe- 
ported the sdme back to the House, and recommended its’pas- 
sage ;. which report was, on motion of Mr. MeLeod, laid on the 
table. . 


. A message was received from the Senate informing the Hotse” 


of the rejection of the bill to divorce Elizabeth A. Dennisse 
from Peter Dennissee, and of the-passage of the following bills, 
to wit: - 

A bill for the relicf of J. A. Young—a bill for the reliefof the 
heirs of John Williams, deceased—and, a bill for the relief o 
Abram Skidmore, ~ ` 

The committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the 
petition of George Simpton, pilot, reported a joint resolution {or 
his relief; which was read a first time. 

The select committee, Wm. H. Bourland chairman, to whom 
was referred the resolution to enquire into the propriety of re- 
organizing the General Land Office, reported a bill for that pur- 
pose; which was read a first time, and, on motion of Mr. ,Caz. 
neau, 150 copies of the bill wds ordered to be printed. 

The select committee, Wm. T. Sadler chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill authorizing the county surveyor of Hous- 
tan county to transcribe the archives of his office in a bound 
book, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its passage ; which report and bill werelaid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 


Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, offered the following resolution, 


to wit: 

Resolved, That the committee cn the State of the Republic 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so changing or 
‘amending the Constitution, as to make a longer residence in this 
Republic necessary before emigrants to it shall be entitled to all 
the rights of citizenship herein ; adopted. 

Mr. McLeod offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Be it resolved, That the Executive be requested to furnish 
this House with the proceedings of the late Naval Court Mar- 
tial, in the eases of Post Captain E. W. Moore, and others—and 
to inform this House to whom the said proceedings were ad. 
dress by the Court. 

On motion of Mr. MeLeod, the rule was suspended, ‘and the 
resolution adopted: 

Mr. Scurry, by leave, introduced a bill to legalize. certain 
surveys ; read a first time, 

Mr. Means offered the following resolution, to wit; 
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Resolved, That the committee on the State of the Republic 
be instructed to take into considetation the propriety and neces- 
sity of amending the Constitution so far as relates to the elec- 


tion of members of Congress from depopulated counties in this. 


Republic ; rejected. 
Mr. McLeod, by leave, introduced a billto amend the several 
acts regulating the Post Office Department; read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the message of the President 


was taken up, and read as follows: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 6th, 1845. § 


To the Honorable 
The House of Representatives : 

The Executive embraces this opportunity to transmit, in 
compliance with a resolution of your honorable body of the Ist 
instant, a communication from the acting Secretary of War and 
Marine, with documents accompanying, containing the requir- 


ed information. 
ANSON JONES. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the message and accompanying 
documents, were referred to the committee on Naval Affairs, 
On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill concerning the records and papers of county sur- 
veyors, was taken up on its second reading, and the amend- 
ments of the committee (two additional sections;) were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, Mr. Johns was added to thé commit- | 


tee on County Boundaries. 

"Fhe bill granting to Augustus Burr the franchise of the Fer- 
ry at the west end of Galveston Islaad, was taken up, and; on 
motion of Mr. Cazneau, laid on the table. - 

The bill to reduce the salaries of District Judges and to in- 
crease the salaries of District Attorneys, was taken up on its 
eae reading, and, on motion of Mr. Scott; indefinitely post- 
ponea. i i l i E 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the DiN gantite te AUgusttts 
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Burr the- franchise of.the Ferry at “the west wand of Galveston 
Island, was taken up. 

Mr. "MeLeod: moved its engrossment, 

Mr. Smith of F., moved its indefinite postponement. aa 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Dunn, Hardin, Hen- 
derson, Johnson of Shelby, Parker, Scott, Smith of Fannin and 
Truit—1l0. 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of Robertson, Erath, Ford, Gage, Johns, Johnson of. Go- 
liad, Jones ‘of Gonzales, Jones of 8. P., Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, "Robinson, Sadler, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson—20. 

So the House refused to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. Parker moved to amend, by striking out “exclusive” 
where it occurs ; lost. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to amend, by striking out “10 years” 
and inserting “ 10 days ;” lost. 

Mr, Henderson moved to strike out “10 years,” 

Mr. Scurry moved the previous question—Shall the main 
question be now put ?—was put and carried. 

The main question being the engrossment of the bill, was 
put and carried. 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills made the following re- - 
port: 

COMMITTEE Room, ? 


Jan. 6, 1845. 


To the Hon. Join M. Lewis, 

| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have .examined a bill to 
change the name-of Mary Nettle, and for other purposes—also, 
a joint resolution for the relief of Wm. Bugg—also, a bill to re- 
peal an act to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navigation 
Company—also, a bill to change the name of Henry Smith, and 
for other purposes—also, a joint resolution for the relief ofthe 
Mier prisoners, and others—also; a bill to change. in part the 
limes of holding the District Courts in the 7th Judicial Dis- 
trict—also, a joint resolution for the payment.-of the dvafts of 
Josiah G, Beatty, and others—also, a bill to authorize. the re- 
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organization of Refugio and. San- Patricio’ ‘connties—and find! 
the same correctly engrossed. 
WM. L. CAZNEAU, one of the committee. 


Adopted. i 

On motion'of Mr; Bourland, the bill to change in part the 
times of holding the District Courts in the 7th Judicial Dis- 
trict, was taken up, read a 3d time and passed. 

Mr. Gage moved to adjourn until 3 o’elock r; m. 

M. Robinson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 9’ 
clock, which-motion having precedence, was- put and carried. -. 


+ 


Tuespay, Jan, 7, 9 o’clock, A. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the- 
Chaplain—the roll being called; the following members au- 
swered totheir names : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong; Cooke of B., dianuti 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson, of G., 
Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Milliean, Moffett, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sadler,-Sedtt; Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of J., Wallace and Williams. 

A quorum present, 

Mr. Sutherland presented the petition of Basil Dearborn ;' 
which wis referred toa select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Sutherland, Williamson and Moffett. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of Levy A. McLaughlin: 
which was referred to-a:select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Scott, Armstrong Gage and Smith of Fannin. 

Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, presented: the petition of sundry’ 
citizens of Montgomery county, praying: the establishment of a 
Post Office, at the house of Jonathan Collard, which was refer- 
red to the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Leander Wescott, re- 
ported unfavorably, (a law having been passed heretofore for his’ 
relief,) which report was adopted. 

The same committee, to whoni-was referred the petition: oft 
Wm. B: Goodman, reported: the same back to the House, with as 
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equest that it be referted: to the committee.on Military Affairs ; 
adopted. ’ . 
_ The committee on Public Lands, George.B. Erath;. one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the bill for the relief-of: 
Martha B. Runnels, and-others, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage. 
The same committee, to whom was referred the bill granting 


"to settlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privileges, re- 


ported. the same back to-the House, with amendments, and re- 
commend its passage ; which reports and bills were laid on the” 
table,-to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on County Boundaries, S: B. Johns, one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the bill to- repeal an act 
authorizing the holding of the District Court in two places im 
Red River county, and- for other purposes, reported the same 
back to the House, recommending. tts passage, which was adopt-: 
ed; and on motion of Mr. Johns, the bill was taken up and or- - 
dered to be engrossed. | = 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was-suspended, bill read’ 
a third time and passed. 

The committee on the State ofthe Republic, Jas, W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred the petition of Edward 
Drew, praying. for a divorce, reported unfavorably ;. which re-- 
port was adopted... 

The committee on Retrenchment,- John S. Ford, chairman, - 
to whom was referred a joint resolution relative to Public Print-’ 
ing—also, a:bill to make the Secretary of the Senate an annual 
officer, reported the same back to the House, and: a majority of” 
said committee recommended'its passage. - 

Mr. Gage, one of the same committee, made a counter report, 
recommending the indefinite postponement ofboth bills; which 
reports and bills were laid on the table,-to come up among the' 
orders of the day. . : 

The committee.on Finance, George W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom: was: referred: the bill making an appropriation for the 
claim of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson, reported the same: 
back to the House,.and recommended its passage ; whieh report 
and bill was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of: 
the day.. , a 

Mr. Parker presented the petition of the heirs of Wm. Bryan, « 
which was referred to the committee on Publie Lands. 

On motion-:ef Mr, Scurry, the House proceeded to the: | >» 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill ‘for the relief of the heirs of James Garrard, was 
taken up, read a third time and passed. 

es bill for the relief of H. P. Bee, was read a third time and 

asse 
: The bill for the relief of the heirs of J oseph English, deceased, 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the citizens of depopulated counties, 
was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Galveston Lyceum, 
was read a third time and passed, 

The bill for the relief of A. B. Shelby, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The bill for the payment of the drafts of Josiah G. Beatty, 
and others, was read a third time and passed. 
The bill supplementary to an. act to change in part the times 
of holding the District Courts in the 5th and 7th Judicial Dis- 

tricts, was read a third time and passed. ` 

The bill to change the name of Henry Smith, and for other 
purposes, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill to repeal the act to incorporate the Matagorda Caney 
Navigation Company, was taken up, and read a third.time. 

Mr. McFarlane moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

The Ayes and Noes were called on the final passage of the 
pill, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Erath, Gage, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Goliad, McLeod, 
Means, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Sadier, Scurry, Truit, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson—21. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Hardin, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, 
McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, Bobino Scott and Suth- 
erland—11. 

So the bill passed. 

The bill for the relief of William Bugg, was read a third time 
and passed.,.- 

The bill to change the name of Mary Nettle, was read a third . 
time and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of the following bills ; 

A bill for the relief of Neely Kimbro. 

“A joint resolution authorizing.Samuel J. Redgate-to adopt a 
certain person therein named, with an amendment. 
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A joint resolution legalizing the instructions of J ohn P. Bor- 
den, late Commissioner of the General Land Office, in regard to 
government dues upon land. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Huntsville. 

A bill providing for and regulating atbitrations and refer= 
ences. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Stephenson. 

A substitute for the bill allowing two additional Notaries Pub- 
lic for the county of Montgomery. 

A bill to authorize and require the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office to issue Patents in certain cases, 

The bill for the relief of the Mier prisoners, and others, was 
read a third time, and on motion of Mr. Williamson, laid onthe . 
table. 

The bill to authorize the re-organization of the counties of 
Refugio and San Patricio, was taken up, read a third time and 

assed. 
j The bill to incorporate the Orphans’ Friend Lodge, No. 17, 
was taken up and read a first-time. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
Jan. 7, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : - 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill grant- 
ing to Augustus Burr, the franchise of the Ferry at the west 
end of Galveston Island—also, a bill concerning the records and 
papers of County Surveyors, and find the same correctly en- 
grossed, 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 

Adopted. 

- The bill concerning County Surveyors, was taken up and 
read a third time. 
l Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved its indefinite postponement ; 
ost. A 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Memucan. Hunt, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

The select committee, E, M, Millican, chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill amendatory of the several acts regulating 
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the sales of the estates of deceased persons and minor heirs, re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended its pas- 
sage. i 
‘On motion of Mr. Parker, it was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johns, the bill for the relief of James W; 
Wauhop, was taken up on its second reading, and on motion.of 
Mr. Scurry, ordered to be engrossed. - 

Leave was granted Mr. McFarlane, to withdraw the petition 
of the Stock-holders in the Matagorda Caney Navigation Com- 

any. 
The billgranting to Augustus Burr the franchise of the Ferry 
atthe west end of Galveston Island, was read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the passage of the bill, 
stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Erath, Gage, Johns, Jones of S, P., Lewis, McFar- 
lane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland and Wallace— 
24. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Dunn, Hardin, Henderson, Parker, 
Smith’ of F., Truit, Williams and Williamson—9. 

So the bill passed. 

The bill to abolish the office of Secretary of Legation, &c., 
was read a first time. 

The bill allowing mileage to Sheriffs, Coroners and Consta- 
bles, was read a first time. 

The bill for the relief of John Trussell, was read a first-time. 

_ The bill for the relief of Abram Skidmore, was read a first 
time. “ l l l 

Ajoint resolution for the relief of the heirsof John Williams, 
deceased, was read a first time. | l 

The bill to prevent.executors, administrators, &c., from pur- 
chasing or trading for any debt, &c., against the estates of their 
testators, intestates, and for other purposes, came up on its se- 
cond reading, with the amendment of the committee on the Ju- 
diciary to strike out “ the third section ;” adopted. ` 
ag bill was then, on motion of Mr. Williamson, laid on the 
table. l ! 

ae bill for the benefit of Jurors was taken up on its second 
reading. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to amend, by adding an addi- | 
tional section : | 
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‘Section Bd. That the Jurors receive nothing for their servi- 
ces as Jurors in the District Courts.” - 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay the bill and amendment on the 
table; lost. 


The. question on the amendment was put, and rejecte go 


Mr. Scott moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr, Jones of San Patricio moved to amend, by adding an ad- 
ditional section : 

“Section 3d. Be it fur ther enacted, That the certificate ob- 
tained for jury services, shall not be tr ransferable ; 3” lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend by striking out the words 
“ have or ;” lost. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin , moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was referred to'a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs, Scott, McLeod, Bourland and 
Williantson. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill, for the relief ot Mrs. Sarah Brown— 
pal a bill for the relief of the-heirs of Thomas R. Townsend, 

eceased, . 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, by the House of Repr esentatives, That the com- 
mittee on Finance be:instructed to enquire into the expediency 


of appropriating a certain portion of the direct tax assessed in. 


each and every county, for the. payment of costs which have 
already accrued in. the District Courts, against the Republic, 
and report by bill or otherwise ; adopted: 

A portion of the committee on Indian. Affairs, to whom were 
referred the documents from the Indian Depar iment, made the 
following report : ; . 

"E COMMITTEE. Room, 
aa A 1845. 4 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representati ves: 

The undersigned, members of the committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the documents fromthe Indian De- 
-partment—not being .able to coincide, in the .epigtpn of the 
chairman of the said committee, beg leave to report separately 
on the subject; for as they conceive that the claims enumera- 
- ted in the statement of the Superintendant of Indian Affairs are 
just, and thatthe faith of the government is pledged for their 
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liquidation—both honor and expediency requires that they 
should be promptly satisfied. l : 

- The undersigned, therefore recommend the passage of the 
accompanying bill, making an appropriation for the payment of, 
those liabilities ; as also, one of a hundred dollars, for reimburs- . 
ing the redemption of a slave, redeemed by friendly Indians. 

: WILDS K. COOKE 
GEORGE B. ERATH. 
JOHN 8. FORD. | 
WM. R. SCURRY. 


The undersigned, one of the committee on Indian Affairs, to 
whom was referred the documents of the Indian Department, 
agree with the above committee, in all except the payment of 
one hundred dollars, for reimbursing the redemption ofa slave 
redeemed by friendly Indians. z si 

: G. A. PARKER. 


Which bill making an appropriation for the payment of the 
outstanding liabilities of the government, incurred for Indian 
purposes, was read a first time. ` l : 

Mr. Scurry moved a call of the House; carried. 

Mr. Gage moved a suspension of the call; lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a joint resolution requiring the government to 
relinquish its title to two lots in the town of Quintana. 

Mr. Menefee moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, p.m. 

Mr. Robinsgia moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. - ia z 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on Mr. Menefee’s mo- 
tion, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of G., Johnson 
of “S., Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Smith of F., Smyth of 
J., Truit, Williams and Williamson—27, . 

- Noes—Messrs. Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Johns, Og- 
pen, Parker, Robinson, Scurry, Sytherland and Wallace—L0. 

So the House adjourned until 3-o’clock, P. m. 
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"Half past 2 o’clock, P. 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, Mr, Scurry took the chair... - 

House met ; roll called; quorum present. 

A call of the House pending. 

Mr. McFarlane moved to adjourn until 9. o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the call was suspended, 

The bill to authorize the county surveyor of Houston county 
to transcribe the archives of his office in a bound book, was ta- 
ken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Jones ofS. P., moved to amend by adding an additional 
section. 

Sec. —. Be iż further enacted, That it shall be the duty. of 


the said county surveyor to preserve the original records. 


Adopted, 

Mr. Johns moved to amend by inserting, “that the provi- 
sions of this act be extended to allother counties in this Repub- 
lic ; adopted. 

Mr. McFarlane moved a re-consideration of the vote just ta- 
ken; carried. ` 

The amendment offered by Mr. Johns was then rejected. 

Mr. Robinson moved to strike out “ 10 cents” and insert “5 
cents.” 

A division of the question being called, the question on strik- 
ing out was put and carried. 

‘Mr, Scott moved to fill the blank with 12 12 cents ;” lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to fill the blank with “8 cents ;” lost. 

Mr. Mcleod moved to fill the blank with “6 cents; carried, 

Mr. Gage offered. the following amendment: insert after the 
word “words” « ‘to be paid out of the county aac! of 
Houston county ; > adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The bill to incorporate the town of Boston, was taken up, 
read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Johns, was ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The bill regulating the practice in the District Courts, was 
taken up on its second reading, and the substitute of tHe com- 
mittee on the Judiciary adopted. 

Mr, Cunningham moved the engrossment of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill was laid on the table. 
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The bill for the relief of Henry F. Fisher and B. Miller, was, 
on motion of Mr. Cazneau, taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

iy, Wallace moved to refer the bili and substitute toa aie 
committee, 

The Ayes and Noes béing called, stood thus : 

haga ea Bourland, “Johnson of Shelby, Lewis, Means, 

ican, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Truit and Wallace-—I11. 

spe eee Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cimningham, Dunn, rath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johnson of 
G., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., McFarlane, McLeod, 1 Mabry, 
“enefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland , smyth 
of J., Williams and Williamson—25. 

So the motion was lost. 

The substitute of the committee was then adopted. 

Mr. Waliameon moved to refer the bill to a select committee ; 
iost. 

On motion af Mr. Williamson, the bill was referred to the 
committee on Foreign Relations. 

The bill for the benefit of the citizens of the Republic was 
taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. William- 
son, referred to the committee. on Finance. 

The bill for the relief of Amasa ‘T'urner was taken up and 
read a second time. 

Mr. McLeod moved the enprossHicnt of the bill; lost, a and 
bill rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas W. Key was read a sone 

time, and, on motion of Mr. Hardin, referred to the committee 
on Finance. 

The bill for the improvement of the navigation of the Ange- 
‘lina and Snow rivers, was read a second time,. and, on motion of 
Mr. Moffett, referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Moffett, Hardin, Smyth of J. and Armstrong. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill for the relief of Martha 
B. Runnels, and others, was taken up, read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bill to authori ize the transportation of goods ‘coastwise 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. McLeod moved the engrossment of the bill. 

‘On motion of Mr. Williamson, 100 kopie of the bill was or 
dered to be printed. - 

The bill to provide that all laws shall: take effect from “and 
after their passage, unless a different time be specified in said 
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law, was taken’ up, tead a second time, and, on motion of Mr. 
Robinsoh, referred to the committee ox the Judiciary. 

The bill to repeal certain acts relative to the creation _of.a- 
board of Medical Censors, é&c., &c., was read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Williamson, referred io the committee on the 
Judiciary 

On motion of Mr, Menefee, the motion of Mr. Williamson, 
tore-consider the vote refusing to-pass the bill for the relief of 
Lucy Davis, was taken from the table. ‘The vote was re-con- 
sidered, and the bill passed. 

Mr. Sadler moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 10 
o’clock ; lost. 

Mr, Parker moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning half 
past 9 o’clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill for the relief of Mary 
Lawson Williams, was taken” p on its gerond | reading, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong o, the bill to EA for the better 
protection of the rights of married women, was taken up on its 
second reading, 

Mr. Armstrong moved the engrossment ; lost—and bill re- 
jected.’ 

On motion of Mr. Williamson. the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 10 o'clock. 


cod xo 
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Wepwespay, Jan. 8, 10 o'clock, AM. 

The House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of GQ. 
Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F. , Smyth 
oi, Trut, W atlace, Williams and Williamson. 
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A quorum present.; journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. , z 

Mr. Robinson moved to re;consider the vote refusing to en- 
gross the bill for the better protection of the rights of married: 
women—and that the motion lay on the table; carried. 

< On motion of Mr. Smyth of J., the vote was re-considered, 
refusing to engross the bill for the relief of Amasa Turner, and 
on motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was laid on the table. 

The committee on Public Lands, George B. Erath, one of the 
committee, to whom was referred the petition of Isaac D. Boyce, 
reported unfavorably ; report adopted, 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
the heirs of Wm. Bryan, reported a bill for their relief; read a 
first time. 

The same committee. to whom was refered the petition of 
Isabella T. Scott, reported a bill for her relief; read a first time. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to provide 
for the issuance of Patents, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended itg passage. 

T'he committee on the State of the Republic, Jas. W. Hender- 
son, chairman, to whom was referred the bili supplementary to 
an act for the relief of John S. Black, and sundry citizens of 
Harris county, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its passage; which reports and bills were laid on the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of H. L. Cook, administrator 
of O. A. Cook, reported unfavorable ; report adopted. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson, chairman, to whom was referred the bill supplementary 
to an act, to open and establish a National Road, approved, 5th 
February, 1844, reported the same back to the Honse, with an 
amendment, and recommended its passage; which report and 
bill was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 
port: l 
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- COMMITTEE Room, 
January 8, 1845. 


To the Hon. John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined an act for 
the relief of Jonathan Bird, and find ıt correctly enrolled. 

It has been signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and was this day presented 
to the President for his approval. p 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 
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Adopted, ! 

The committee on Military Affairs, W. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Charles A. Seefeld, re- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommended its rejec- 
tion ; adopted. l 

The same committee, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of John R. Taylor, administrator of Wm. Nel- 
son, reported the same back to the House, recommending no ac- 
tion, on account of the Archives being at Austin; which report 
and bill was laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill supplementary to the several acts on 
impost dúties, reported the same back to the House, and reconi- 
mended its passage; which report and bill were laid on the ta- 
ble, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Finance, made the following report: — 


? Commirtee Room, 2 


January 6, 1845. $ 


Tò the Honorable John M. Lewis, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred “a reso- 
lution instructing them to inquire into the policy of a total re~ 
peal of all tariff and tonnage duties, &c. ;” and, also, “so much 
ofthe Presidents message as relates to the finances of the coun- 
try”—have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
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REPORT: 


That, in obedience to the duty enjoined by said resolution, 
they have endeavored to collect .such facts as would enable 
them to arrive at satisfactory and safe conclusions upon the 
subjects before them. 

By reference to the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
it will be seen that the amount disbursed on account of the ap- 
propriations for the year 1843, was $147,271 38-100 ; for the 
year 1844, $147,850 32-100 ; which makes an annual average 
of $147,560 85-100, which may be taken as the probable 
amount of expenditures fer the ensuing year. Would it be prac- 
ticable or expedient, at present, to rely upon adirect tax as a 

resource to meet these expenditures? In answer to this, we 
would beg leave to place the following facts before the Hon. 

Congress for their consideration. By again referring to the 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, we discover that the 

amount-of direct taxes collected for the years 1842 and 1843, 

was $53,203 90-100—one half of which is equal to $26, 601 
95-100, to which add one-third ofthe license tax for the -years 
1842, 1843 and 1844, namely: $16,503 50 100; one-third of 
which is $5,501 16-100; which, added to $26,601 95-100, 
makes $82,103 11-100. Ofthis amount, the property purchas- 
ed by the government at forced sales for the collection of taxes, 

was $7, 376 18-100: amount of assessors’ commissions $3,551 
57-100; the commission for collecting amounted to $2,503 
57-L00 ; wae added together, makes the following sum, 

namely: 813,441 54-100; one half.of which, $6,726 76- 100; 

deducted from the gross amount of direct taxes collected for one 
‘year, to wit: $32,103 11-100, will leave a balance of $25,382 
35 100 as the average amount of net revenue arising from di- 
rect taxes for the years 1842 and 1843, which will, so far as we 
ean learn, be the amount for 1844. Then, as the probable 
amount of expenditures for the ensuing year, will be $147,000; 

to meet this by direct taxation, we should necessarily have to 
inereasè those already levied, to nearly sis fold! Your com- 
mittee are of opinion that it will be almost impossible to make 
‘Dut a small reduction in the current: expenses of the govern-. 
ae for the present year; and they would respectfully leave 

t for the wisdom of the ‘honorable Congress to determine 
whether, under the existing state of facts, it “would be “ politic” 
to inerease the direct taxes: in such a ratio, when it is obvious, 

that the difficulties of collection will increase correspondently ; 
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and when it is notorious, that our citizens have ever been tardy 
in meeting the demands of the government thus made. The 
committee will not trespass upon the time and patience of the 
House, by instituting a comparison between the two modes*of 
taxation ‘known to our laws—suflice it to say, that the indirect 
method has, heretofore, proved the only certain and available 
resource for the maintenance of the government. > Admonished 
by the past, having no surer criterion to judge of the future, 
your committee would conceive it an act of madness and folly 
were we even to dream of attempting to draw a sustenance for: 
our government, from a revenue derived from a direct tax alone. 
It would be, as it were, casting the destiny of our country upon 
the uncertain result of an experiment. 

Before proceeding to the consideration of the policy of an en- 
tire abolition, or even reduction of the tariff, your committee beg 
leave to call your.attention to a subject blending itself, insepa- 
rably, with the financial concerns of the country; and in so 
doing, gladly avail themselvés of some important suggestions, 
emanating from the late Secretary of the Treasury ; a gentle- 
man to whose prudence and eminent abilities we are in a great 
degree indebted, for the healthy condition of our monetary at- 
fairs. In a letter addressed to two members of the Honorable 
Senate, he uses the following langnage : 

“Phe most important measure connected with the subject, 
as I conceive, and which most claims the attention of Congress, 
is the disposition to’ be made relative te the Exchequer system. 

“Tn my opinion, nothing save extreme. necessity could ever 
have justified its adoption. From the facilities it offers for 
abuse—from the false data it continually imposes on the Gov- 
ernment and Legislature, in making their financial estimates— 
from the embarrassment to which the Department is subjected, 
by fluctuations in the value of paper, liable as it is, to be influ- 
enced by the speculations of receivers, I am convinced that the 
system ought to be discontinued, so soon as any other means ot. 
supporting the government can be resorted to. The use of a 
eurrency of government paper, receivable for revenue, unless 
managed with the utmost cantion, wijl augment the embarrass- 
ment which led to its creation; and thus entail on the country, 
the necessity of its continuance and increase, until utter bank- 
ruptcy and repudiation are the result. If we have, in the case 
of the present issue, avoided any immediate risk of those evils, 
it has been only by persevering circumspection ; and the fact 
offers no reason why we should not, as effectually as possible, 
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secure the country from the future recurrenee of such catastro- 
hes. - 

“Jam satisfied that, from the amount of specie the govern- 
ment is now able to command, it has no further need of forstall- 
ing its revenue for subsistence: that the Exchequer system is 
an evil, whose necessity has, happily, passed away; and that it 
ought to be speedily extinguished.” 

Your committee cheerfully recommend those suggestions to 
the consideration of the Honorable Congress, and hope to see 
them adopted, by the entire abolishment of the Exchequer sys- 
tem. 

The amount of exports for the‘ year ending 31st July, 1843, 
was $415,768 74-100: the amount of imports for the same 
year, $484,153, 43-00. Our exports for the year ending 31st 
July, 1844, amounted to $615,119 34-100: the value of our 
imports for the same period, $686,503 3-00. Thus exhibiting 
a direct proportion between the value of ourexports and our 
imports, That the value of our exports, for the ensuing year, 
will not exceed that of the last, we infer from the facts here ad- 
duced. The number of bales of cotton exported in the year 
ending 31st July, 1843, was $12,944: the-number exported 
last year, was 18,367—-showing an increase of 5,423. Estima- 
ting the present crop at 24,000 bales, and supposing an average 
bale to contain 450 pounds, and taking 4 cents as the probable 
price of cotton, the value of our present crop will be $432,000— 
against $580,156 12-100, the value of our last year’s crop, 
according to the report from the Treasury Department which 
leaves a balaace of $148,156 12-100 in favor of last year’s crop. 
As our principle article of export is cotton, and asthe amount 
of our imports must, of necessity, be governed by our exports, we 
are led to the conclusion, fromthe above data, that our imports 
for the year which will end 31st July, 1845, will not exceed, in 
value, those of the last year; consequently, we cannet safely 
calculate upon an increase of revenue from impost and tonnage 
duties, for the very obvious reason, that there will not be an in- 
crease of importations. It is true, that a reduction of duties 
might have an influence upon the amount of importations ; but 
this'could not, by any possibility, extend much beyond the ac- 
tual diminution of impost duties, as our ability to pay for im- 
portations would not be increased beyond this saum. ` 

‘The net revenue arising from import duties, during the past 
year was, according to the report of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, $177,861 85-100,—add to this, the probable amount of 
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net revenue derived from direct taxes, $25,382 25-100, the sum 
will be $203,244 20-100. Estimating the expenditures of the 
government, for the incoming year, at $147,000; and adding 
to this the amount of outstanding Exchequer bills, namely : 
$43,000, (and which must be thrown ont of circulation, if the 
Exchequer system be repealed,) the sum will be $190,000; 
which would, at the end of the year, leave a balance of $13,000 
inthe Treasury. And $13,000 on-the amount of importations 
for last year, would be but 1 8-10 per cent. And it must not 
be forgotten, that the Honorable Congress have already made 
individual appropriations sufficient to cover a large portion of 
this sum. 

Could we even reduce the tariff to an amount equal to the 
entire revenue we expect to ‘derive from direct taxes, namely : 
$25,382; this would only amount to 36-10 per cent. on ‘the 
sum total of the importations for last year. 

Your committee are of opinion that, consistent with an effi- 
cient maintenance of the government, but very small, ifany re- 
duction can be made upon impost duties, : 

In coming to the conclusions here submitted to your honora- 
ble body, your committee would beg leave to observe, that they 
have been guided alone, by what they deemed the interests of 
the country, independent efall personatpredilections. 

- GEORGE W. SMYTH. 
_ JOHN S. FORD. 
JOHN DUNN. i 
WILLIAM T. SADLER. 
S. L. JONES. 


“Mr. Johns, one of the committee on Finance, made the fol- 
lowing report : i 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 6, 1845. 


_ To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undersigned, dissenting’from some of the positions ta- 
ken by the Finance committee, of which he has the’ honor to 
be a member, feels bound, in justice to himself, to lay his rea- 
sons for such dissent before this House and his constituents. 
In the recommendation of the discontinuance of the exchequer 
system, the undersigned would most cordially concur; believ- 
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ing, as he does, that the productive industry of the country 
alone can add solid wealth to the nation—the multiplication of 
paper money adds nothing to the aggregate of value, and that 
the wild experiments of the famous John Law, and the repeat-. 
ed national bankruptcies which have been entailed upon every 
nation of the civilized world, should teach us that the only sure 
method by which communities or individuals can maintain 
their credit untarnished, is never to use it at all. Give us an 
exclusive currency of the precious metals, and our revenue 
will be sure and stable, amid all the fluctuations of paper credit. 
The undersigned also concurs with the committee as to the 
resources at present to be relied on to meet the current expend- 
itures of the government, but that his concurrence is based 
wholly upon theview he takes ef the present condition and 
probable exigencies of the country during the present year. 
‘The undersigned would respectfully dissent from the commit- 
tee, in, that he believes it to be wholly practicable to sustain 
the government by revenues arising éxclusively trom a system 
of direct ad valorem taxation—that he believes such a system 
would be much less onerous to the great body of the people, 
and much more conducive to individual and national wealth, 
and that he would express the settled conviction that a gradua! 
repeal ofall laws for the collection of impost and tonnage duties, 
would be most consistent with sound political economy, and 
most in accordance with the true policy of Texas, as an inde- 
pendent Republic. The reasons which have influenced the 
mind of the undersigned in arriving to those cenclusions, can- 
not be admitted into the narrow limits at present allowed him, 
and would be foreign to the objects of this report. He con- 
curs with the committee, because, all great and sudden changes 
in the mode of collecting the revenue, must necessarily cause, 
for a while, much confusion and uncertainty until the great body 
of the people become familiar with the change—and because the 
present delicate and peculiar position ofthis Republic, in re- 
spect to its foreign ‘relations, will, ere long, destroy the necessity 
for all our independent action on this subject-—or else establish 
the strongest necessity -for stability in the revenue, to enable us 
to meet vigorously the foes of onr country. These are some of 
the reasons why the undersigned would feel reluctant at the 
present crisis in our affairs, to risk or recommend a total repeal 
- of all impost and tonnage duties ; however much he may ad- 
mire the system of “ Free Trade,” as the ultimate true policy 
of Texas. - ` . l a~ N 
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If, however, we are to remain an independent people, nothing 


' gan more speedily conduct us to a respectable and enviable 


stand among the nations of the earth, than the “Free Trade” 
system. Throw open the ports of Texas to the world, and the 
commerce of all nations will pour its rich treasures in ourlaps 
affording us a ready exchange of commodities, and by enhancing 
first individual wealth, add incalculable depth and richness to 
the resources ofthe nation. It is this which would soon hew 
down our extended and solitary forests, and make eur beautiful 
and grand prairies, our fertile valleys and rich alluvions “blos- 
som as the rose,” under the plastic hand of agricultural enter- 
prize. It isthis which is to whiten every.sea with our canvass, 
and carry the Lone Star gallantly into every port of the habi- 
table globe ;--and this will make our country deserve that em- 
phatic appellation, which has been accorded to her by common 
consent, “ the Eiden of America. ; 
8. B. JOHNS, 

One of the Committee. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the reports were laid on the table, 
and 500 copies of each ordered to be printed. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James Arm- 
strong, one of the committee, to whom was referred the resolu- 
tion to enquire into the expediency of abolishing the present, 
tariff,—raising a revenue by direct taxation, and opening the 
Ports of this Republic to Free Trade with all nations, reported ; 
that it was entirely inexpedient. d 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the report on the table ; lost. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on the adoption of the re- 


_ port, and stood as follows : 


Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke ot R., Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Hen- 
derson, Johnson of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Me- 
Leod, Mabry, Means, Millican, Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scurry, 
Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace, Williams and Wu- 
liamson—29, , 

Noes—Messrs. Gage, Johnson of S., Menefee, Robinson and 
Scott—6. 

So the report was adopted. . 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James Arm- 
strong, one of the committee, to whom was referred the bill to 
continue in force, an act for the relief of the purchasers of lots 
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in the city of Austin, and the tract adjoining, reported the same | 


back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to regu- 
late mills and millers, reported the same back to the House, aad 
recommended its indefinite postponement. 

The committee on Foreign Relations, R. M. Williamson, 
chairman, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of L. S. 
Hargous, of the city of Vera Cruz, and others, reported the same 


back to the House, with a substitute, and recommended its pas- 


sage. 
l “Whe select committee, Wm. T. Scott, chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill for the benefit of jurors, reported the same back 
to the House, with amendments, and recommended its passage ; 
all of which reports and bills were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The select committee. Wm. T. Scott, chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition of Levy A. McLaughlin, praying for a Ferry 
on Big Cypress, reported a bill for that purpose; read a first 
time. 

Mr. Henderson moved the rejection of the bill; lost. 


The select committee, George Sutherland, chairman, to whom © 


was referred the petition of Basil Dearborn, reported the same 


back to the House, with a joint resolution for his relief; read a — 


first time. 

The select committee, James Truit, chairman, to whom was 
referred that portion of the President’s message that relates to 
the difficulties in the county of Shelby, reported a bill for the 
relief of certain persons therein named ; which was read a first 
time. x 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of W- 
D. Thomason ; read a first time. l 

Mr. Armstrong moved a suspension of the rule ; lost. 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill to change in part the 
times of holding the District Courts in the 5th Judicial District; 
read a first time. 

The committee on Military Affairs, W. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Horatio McHanks, reported 
the same back tothe House, with a bill for his relief; read a 
first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House proceeded to the 
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The billto authorize the appeintment of two additional Nota- 
ries Public for the county of Montgomery, with the substitute of 
the Senaté, was taken up; and the substitute of the Senate con- 
curred in. 

The bill to authorize Samuel, J. Redgate to adopt a certain 
person therein’ named was taken up, with the amendment of 
the Senate, which was concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander ‘Stephenson was read ‘a 
first time. 

THe bill to incorporate the town of Huntsville, was read a 
first time. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas R. Townsend, 
deceased, was read a first time. 

The bill to. authorize and require the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office to issue patents in certain cases, was read 
a first time. 

"The bill providing for and “regulating arbitrations and refer- 
ences, was read a first time. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal the 14th 
section of an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, approv- 
ed 16th January, 1844; read a first time. 

The biil supplementary to the several acts relative to direct 
taxation, was taken up on its.second reading, and the substitute 
of the committee ; adopted.. E . i 

Mr. Robinson offered an amendment. l 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

The committee on’ Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 


Committee Room, 
January 8, 1845., 


$ G 
z t r, 


To the Hon. John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the Flouse of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
repeal an act authorizing the holdiag ofa District Court in two 
placesin Red River county, and for other purposes ~also, a 
- joint resolution for the relief of Mary Lawson Wiillidms—also, 
a bill to incorporate the town of Boston —also, a bill antendato- 
ry of the several acts regulating the sales of the estates of de- 

L 
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ceased persons and minor heirs—also, a joint resolution for the 
relief of James W. Wauhop—and: find. the same: correctly en- 


grossed. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU,.. 


One of the Committee; — 


Adopted. 

The committee on Public Lands, George B. Hrath one of the: 
committee, to. whom was referred the petition. of George W.. 
Charles and A. H. Sevier, reported the same back to the House, 
with a bill for their relief; which was read a first time. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, ‘introduced a bill amendatory of an 
act regulating fees of office, é&c.; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the petition of Leander Wescott 
was taken up and referred to the committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, offered the following resolution, to 
wit: 

Resolved, 'Fhat the committee on Military Afairs be re- 
quested to examine into the propriety of instructing the Audi- 
tor to audit the claims of a company of rangers, raised by order of 
His Excellency, Gen. Mirabeau B. Lamar, in the -year 184-, and 
commanded by Capt, J. W. Karnes, and to make sneh provi- 
sion for their paymentas may be just and right, and report by 
bill or otherwise; rejected. 

Mr. Means moved totake up the bill altering the attachment 
laws ; lost. 

The commiitee on Foreign Relations, R. M. Williamson 
chairman, to whom was referred: the bill for the relief of Henry 
F. Fisher and B. Miller, reported the same baek to the House 
with a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

The substitute was read and adopted. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Bourland moved a call of the House, 

Mr. Cunningham moved to adjourn until to-morrow morn- 
ing at 9 o *clock ; lost. 

The question on the call was put and earried. 

Mr. Scurry moved to suspend the call. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until3 o’clock P. m. 

Mr. Williams moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 7 
clock ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson’s motion was put and: carried.. 
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3 o'clock P. M, 


House met; roll called; aquorum present, 

A call of the House pending. 

Mr. Gage moved to suspend the call; lost. 

On motion of Mr, Smith of Fannin, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Bourland moved to lay the bill on the table, until to-mor- 
row morning 10 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr, Wallace moved to amend, by striking out the second sec- . 
tion. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows : ` 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cunningham, Gage Har- 
din, Johnson of Shelby. Lewis, Means, Millican, Parker, Sadler, 
Scott, Smith of Fannin, Truit and Wallace— 15. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
of Robertson, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Henderson. Johnson of Go- 
liad, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Me- 
Leod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scur- 
a Sutherland, Smyth of JaSper, Williams and Williamson— ~ 


oth. Ee 


So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment : 

“ That the emigrants introduced by Fisher & Miller, shall be 
required to procure a Certificate from the State Department of 
the Government from which they emigrated, certifying that they 
have supported the character of good citizens of the same? ~ 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the amendment, stood 
as follows: - 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, , 

Johnson of Shelby. Lewis, Means, Millican, Parker, Sadler, 
Scott, Truit and Wallace—14. a 

Noes— Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
of Robertson, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnson of Go- 
liad, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Mcleod, Mabry, Mene- 
fee, Moffett, Qgden, Perkins, Robinson, Scurry, Sutherland, 
ae of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Williams and Williamson— 

É 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 9 
o'clock; lost, : 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, a call of the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the call was suspended, 

Mr, Wallace moved to strike out the enacting clause. 
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Ayes and Noes: were called, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker Borland, Cunningham, Gage, Har. 
din, Henderson, Johnson, of Shelby, Lewis, Means, Millican, 
Parker, Sadler, Scott, Trait and Wallace—15. °*: 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Caztieau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
ot R., Dunn, Erath, Ford, Johnson of G.; Jones of G., Jones of 
San Patricio; McFariane, Meleod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, ‘Og- 
den, Perkins, Robinson, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of Jasper, Williams and Williamson—24, 

So the motion was lost. l l 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay the bill on the table; lost., 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on the engrossment of 
the bill, and stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of. Bexar, ‘Cooke 
of Robertson, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio. McFarlane, MeLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Sutherland, Scurry, Smith 
of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Williams and Williamson—23. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cunningham, Gage, Har- 
din, Henderson, Johnson of Shelby, Lewis, Means, Millican, 
Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Truit and Wallace—16. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the House adjourned until! to-mor- 
row morning 10 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, Jan. 9, 10 o'clock, a. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names 

Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, Dann, Erath, Gage, 
Hardin, Johns, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, Jones. ot 
Gonzales, Lewis, Me Farlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, 
Milliean, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, W allace, 
Williams and Williamson. 


A quorum present; Journals of the preceding. day read and 
adopted, aie 2 
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Mr. McLeod presented the petition of J. M. Jones, praying the 
‘abolishment of dtities on. books, which was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

A message was received from His Exxecllency, the President, 
by his Private Secretary, Mr, 5. Z Hoyle, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills: 
© A bill for the reliefof John Morris. 

A.bill for the relief of the heirs of Benjamin Parker, deceased. 

A bill for the reliefof Thomas Tomlinson. : 

A. bill to incorporate the Baylor University. 

Mr. McLeod presentéd the petition of Thomas Brown, and 
Clement Guiar, which was referred to the committeee on Claims 
and Accounts. = : 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the Message of His Excellency, 
the President, was taken up, and read as follows: . 


ExscuriveE DEPARTMENT, 


Washington, January 8, 1845. | 


To the Honorable 
Lhe House of Representatives : 

The Executive has received and maturely considered the bill 
to be entitled an act directing the President and Heads of De- 
partments to return to. the city of Austin, which he feels con- 
strained, by a sense of official duty, to return to the House in 

- which it originated, without his signature. 

This bill contemplates that the emergency which existed for 
the removal of these officers from the city of Austin has ceased. 
The Executive is aware that the immediate dangers which for 
a time threatened our western frontier have for some time past 
been interrupted, . The Indian tribes have many of them been 
pacified, and those who still maintain a hostile attitude are, in 
a great degree, prevented from committing serious depredations 
by .the influence and aid of the friendly tribes, and it is confi- ` 
dently anticipated by the President, that in the course of the en- 
suing spring, or at farthest, by fall, a treaty of peace will have 
been concluded with all the tribes within our limits. Mexico, 
also, either from inability to do so, or under the restraining 
moral influence: of the United States.and other powers, mutually 
friendly, has omitted for more than two.years to send an inva- 
ding force, or a predatory party, into the country. The Presi- 
dent trusty that.this cause and these-influences will continue to 
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prevent Mexico from setting on foot any such invasion, or any 
predatory expeditions against Texas. But Mexico may at any 
moment assume a different attitude from that which she at pre- 
sent maintains. a 

The intelligence recently received from that country is, that 
the government of General Santa Anna has been overthrown, 

‘and another one installed in its place. ‘I'he main reason assign- 
ed, is the same as was given by Santa Anna himselfin subvert- 
ing the government of Bustamente, that the government of that 
chieftain had not pursued with sufficient vigor the war against 
Texas. - 

If this information be correct, as there can be little doubt it 
is, it indicates a strong disposition on the part of the people of 
Mexico to renew the war against us. Jn such an event, the 
city of Austin would be eminently exposed to the attack of the 
enemy, and the government being there, might offer an induce- 
ment for such attack which otherwise would not exist. 

In view of all the facts within the knowledge of the Exxecu- 
tive, he cannot therefore conscienciously declare, by signing this 
bill, that the emergency has ceased to exist. Itis only dormant, 
and may again recur in full force at no distant period, or be- 
tween this time and the adjournment of the present Congress, 
when it is contemplated .the Executive and Heads of Depart- 
ments shall return to the seat of government at Austin. In this 
event, it would manifestly be the duty of the President to remain 
at a place where the greatest security could be insured; and 
the law, if signed, would necessarily have to'be violated by him, 
in discharging the higher duty imposed on him by the Consti- 
tution. 

Another consideration which induces the President to with- 
hold his signature from this bill, is a thorough conviction on his 
part, that the Constitution has devolved upon him the responsi- 
bility of judging of the emergency which might, while the coun- 

_ try is at war, require the removal of the President and Heads of 
Departments from the seat of government ; at least at all times 
during the recess of Congress. It is not within the power of 
any officer or Department of the Government, while the conn- 
try is in a state or condition of war, to judge correctly of a future 
emergency. This bill not only declares that the emergency 
which existed has now ceased, but it in effect declares that no 
emergency will arise between this and the adjournment of Con- 
gress, which would prevent the President and Heads of Depart- 
meuts from returning to Austin. It also abates from that dis- 
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wretion Which the Constitution has vested in the Executive, and 
which he alone ean exercise in stich a contingency, and thus 
directly encroaches upon the distinct and separate action which 
- is required of himin this paramount law ofthe county. --. = 

So far as this bill may be considered as advisory in its charac- 
ter, the President will give‘to it all the consideration and weight 
to which an expression of the kind from the two Houses of Con- 
gress 18-so justly entitled. 

Should the President exercise this constitutional action at 
any time improperly—should he refuse to return with his off- 
cers to the seat of Government. at Austin, after the emergency 
which caused their removal thence had ceased to-exist, he would 
be directly responsible to Congress and liable to be censured or 
impeached by that body, as they might thereafter determine in 
‘the premises. 

If Congress coincides with the Executive in his views, he 
he would respectfully suggest that an‘appropriation of at least 
five thousand dollars be made at the present session of Congress, 
for the purpose of enabling him to remove to Austin, and place 
thé public buildings there ina suitable state of repair, if in the 
exercise of his constitutional duty, he should deem that course 
advisable and proper at any period between the adjournment of 
he ninth and the assembling of the tenth Congress. 

' : . ANSON JONES. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the message and bill were laid 
on the table. . a 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, presented the petition of Norman - 
Hurd ; which was referred to the committtee on Naval Affairs— 
also, the petition of James Denny, which was referred to the 
committee on Naval Affairs, 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry ehair- 
man, to whom was referred the memorial of Memucan Hunt, 
reported a bill for his relief, which was read a first time. 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of certain citizens of Harrison 
county, praying for a collectoral district—also, a resolution 
requesting them to take into consideration the propriety of de- 
claring Port Caddo a port of entry, &c.. reported the same back 
tothe House with a bill to form the collectoral district of Soda 
Lake; which was read a first time. | o ae 

The committee on Education, W. 'R. Scurry ‘chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to charter the Nacogdoches Univer- 
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sity, reported the same back .to- the House, and recommended 
its passage; which report and bill was4aid. on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Cazneau presented the. petition of. S. Cummings and A. 
Swift; which was referred to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

The select committee, John Dunn chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill for the relief of Abel Morgan, reported the same 
-back to the Honse, and recommended its passage ; which report 
and bill were laid on the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

On An of Mr. Gage, Mr. Johnson of Shetby was added 
to the committee on Education. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the House proceeded to 
the . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill legalizing the instructions of John P, Borden, late 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, in regard to the 
government dueson land; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sourry, the bill to authorize and require 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue patents in 
certain cases, was taken up, read a second time and referred to 
a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Scurry, Johns, Cooke 
of R. and Bourland. ; 

` Mr. Bourland offered the following reselution : 

Resolved, That His Excellency the President- be requested 
to cause to ‘be transmitted to this House a:copy,of a contract 
heretofore entered into between the President of this Republic 
and Henry F. Fisher and B. Miller; laid on the table one roay 
for further. consideration. 

Mr. Cooke of R., offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the "House of Representatives, That, His Excel: 
lency, the President, be ‘respectfully requested to.lay before this 
House, as soon as practicable, a copy of the contract made by 
this government with C. Fenton Mercer—also, copies of all do- 
cuments relating thereto—also, a copy of the report of said 
Mercer, or his agent, if such there be in the possession of the 
government ; Jaid on the table one day for. further considera- 
tion. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Mary Lawson. Williams 
was taken up and read a third time,  -. - . 
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The Ayes and Nees were called, and stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs.. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cocke of B., Cooke-of.K., Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Jones of 
S. P., McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Southerland, Smyth. of Jasper, 
Wallace; Williams and Williamson—26. - 

Noes— Messrs. Cunningham, Headers, Johns; Johnson of 
G., Johnson of S., Jones of G. , Lewis, Means, Millican, Soury 
Smith of F. and Trait—12. 

So the bill passed. 

The bil to incorporate the town of Boston, was read a 
third tirne and passed. 

The bill amendatory of the several acts relative to the sales 
of the estates of deceased persons and minor heirs, was read a 

third time, and. on motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the 
committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the relief of James W. Wauhop was read a third 
time, and, on motion of Mr, Cunningham, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. . 

The bill for the relief of Abram Skidmore was read a second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. 

The bill for the relief ofthe heirs of John Williams, deceased. 
was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Henderson, re- 
ferred to the commiftee on Publie Lands. 

The bill for the relief of John Trussell was read a second 
time; and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

The billallowing mileage to Sheriffs, Coroners and Consta- 
bles, was read a second time 

-Mr.-Gage moved its indefinite postponement. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it was referred to the committee 
onthe Judiciary, 

On. motion of Mr. Perkins, the vote referring the bill for the 
relief of James W. Wauhop to the committee on the Judiciary, 
was re-considered, arid, on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred to 
the committee on Engrossed Bills. ; 

The bill to abolish the office of Secretary ` ‘of Legation, and 
for other purposes, was read asecond time, and, on motion of 
Mr. Robinson, TENON to the committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions > , > 

The bill to ineor ports the Orphans’ Friend Lorg No. 17, 
was taken up, and read a second time. 
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Mr. Sendes offered an amendment, to wit: an additional 
section: which was adopted.” 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was referred to a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs, MeLeod, Henderson and 
Smyth of Jasper. 

The bill for the re-organization of the Geaeral Land Office, 
was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House resolved itself into a 
committce of the whole for the consideration of the said bill: 
Mr Menefee in the chair. 

The committee arose, reported progress, and asked leave to 
sit again on Saturday next, at 11 o'clock ; report adopted. 

Mr. Perkins moved to have 50 additional copies of the bill 
printed ; lost, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until three 
o’clock, P. M. 


3 o’clock, P. M. 

House met; roll called; quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, Mr. Cazneau was added to the 
select committee to whom was referred the bill to incorporate 
the Orphans’ Friend Lodge, No. 17. 

The bill for the creation of a mail route from the city of Gal- 
veston to the town of Liberty ; read a second time, 

Mr. Hardin offered the following amendment : 

“ Be it further enacted that the aforesaid route be extended 
to the town of Swartwout.” 

Adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred the 
bill for the relief of James W. W auhop, returned the same back 
to the House corrected. - 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill was taken wp and passed. 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, introdnced a bill to repeal in part, and 
amend an act repealing i in part and amending an act entitled an 
act for the incorporation of the-city of Galveston, approved oo 
Feb. 1844; read a first time, 

The bill for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler and.the com- 
pany under his command, was taken up on its second reading ; 
and the substitute of the committee of Indian Affairs adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
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The bill for the relief of Howard and Ogden, and T. A. Sully, 
was taken up on its second reading; and, on .motion of Mr. 
Armstrong, ordered to be engrossed. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report: 


CommMmITTEE Room, 
January 9, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a bill for 
the relief of Henry F. Fisher & B. Miller, and find the same 


‘correctly engrossed. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. . 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the relief of Henry F. 
Fisher & B. Miller, was taken up. 

Mr. Henderson moved to lay the bill on the table, until toż 
morrow morning 11 o'clock; lost. 

Mr, Wallace moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Johns, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to amend, by striking out all after 
the enacting clause, save the second section ; lost. 

The Aves and Noes were. called on the final passage of the 
vill, and stood as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
` ot Robertson, Dunn, Brath, “Ford, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Mcleod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of Jasper, Wallace, Williams and Williamson —23. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cunningham, Gage, Har- 
din, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Shelby, Lewis, Millican , 
Par ‘ker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott and Truit—16. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker the House adjourned until to-mor- 
morning 10 o’clock. 
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House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap 
lain ; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
Robertson, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Johns, 
Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shell by, Jones of ‘Gouzales, Lewis, 
McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, 
Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present ; Jour nals of.the preceding day read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Ford moved a re-consideration of the vote given yester- 
flay, on the passage of the bill for the relief of Henry F. Fisher 
"& B. Miller. 

A. message was received fromthe Senate, informing the House 
of the passage ofthe following bills : 

A bill to change the name of Mary Nettle, and for other pur- 
‘poses. 

i A bill to change the name of Henry Smith, aud for other pur- 
oses. 
4 A bill to authorize the appointment of trustees in certain cases. 

Mr. Parker moved fo adjourn until 3 o’clock, p. m; lost. 

The Ayes and No's being called on the motion of Mr, Ford, 
to re-consider, stood : as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland Cunningham, Ford, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Shelby, Lewis, Means, 
Millican, Parker, Perkins, Robitigon, Sadler, Scott, Tr uit and 
Wallace—19. . l 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke 
of Robertson, Dunn, Hrath, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gon- 
zales, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Mene- 
fee, Moffett, Ogden, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth 
of Jasper, Williams aud Williamson—21. 

So the motion to re-consider was lost. 

Mr. Wiliamson moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock, p, m.; lost. 

Mr. Dunn presented the petion of Morgan, O° Brien, and Mi- 
chael Fox, which were referréd to the committee on Claims and 
Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill to repeal the Exchequer 
system, which was made the special order of the day, for to- -day 
at 11 o’clock, was taken up, and laid on the table. 
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Mr. Cazneau presented the petition of C. B. Acklin, and C. 
R. Perry,-which was referrèd to the committee on Military Af- 
' fairs, 

Mr. Mabry presented the petition. of G. El lley, which was re- 
ferred to the committee on Military‘Affairs. - 

Mr: McFarlane presented therpetition of sandy citizens of 
Brazoria anid Matagorda counties, which was feterred to the 
committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries. -' 

On motion of Mr. Williams: the petition of James P, Hudson, 
was taken up, i and-re-committed to the’ committee on Claims and 
Accounts. ° 

The committee on Publié Lands, ' George Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill for the telief of John Trus- 
sel, reported the same back to-the House, and recommended its 
passage ; which was laid on the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

The same committee. to whom was y referred the petition of 
Major Farris, reported unfavorably ; which report was adopted. 

‘Phe committee on Education, Wm. R. Scurry, chairman, to 
whom was teferred the petition ofthe citizens of Rusk county, 
praying for the incorporation of the Rusk County Academy, re- 
ported to the House, a bill for that purpose ; read a first time. . 

.The committee on Public Lands, Geo. W. Smyth,.one of the 
committee to whom was referred the bill toendow the Wesleyan 
College, reported unfavorably ; which report and bill were laid 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. i 

The committee on the Judiciar y, James Armstrong, for the 
majority of the committee, to whom was -referred a biil supple- 
mentary to the several acts relative to direct taxation, reported 
the same back to the House, with an amendment, and reeom- 
mended its passage. 

The select committee, Hugh: MeLeod, chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to incorporate the Orphans’ Friend Lodge 
No. 17, reported it back to the House, with a substitute, and re- 
commended its passage; which reports and bills were laid on 
the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The select.committee, W. R. Scurry, S. B. Johns, Wilds K. 
Cooke and W. H. Bourland, to whom was refer red the bill to 
anthorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, to issue Patents in certain cases, reported the same back 
to the House, and recommended its passage, as follows: 
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CoMmMITTEE Room, 
January 1Uth, 1845. fi 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The select committee to whom was referred an act to au- 
’ thorize and require the Commissioner of the General Land. Of- 
fice to issue patents in certain cases, have had the same under 
consideration, and after bestowing upon it that attention which 
its importance demands, beg leave to report : 

That this bill contemplates legalizing the surveys that have 
been or may be made within the limits of the colony granted to 
Charles Fenton Mercer, in all cases where the proper files had 
heen made in the office of the county surveyor of that district 
prior to said surveyor’s receiving notice of the existence and 
territorial limits of said contract—they would premise that their 
residence in the vicinity of this colony, has the better enabled 
them to judge of the justice and merit of many of the headright 
claims which have been there filed and located; and they take 
pleasure in recommending them ‘to the Honorable Congress, as 
a class ofthe most meritorious claims in our country, ‘Time 
after time have these claimants taken up arms in defence of that 
frontier ;—they have ever guarded it with that vigilance and he- 
roic courage which is characteristic of the race from which they 
sprung, and the country to which they owe their allegiance — 
Whenever duty or their country ealled, they have obeyed the 
summons with promptness and alacrity ; and the cries of bleed- 
ing innocence or suffering humanity have never appealed to 
them in vain. The tomahawk and scalping knife have never 
been imbrued in the blood of that frontier, without being pursued 
with retributive vengeanee by the white man, until the Olive 
Branch has been extended, and the red man sues for peace. Then 
had arrived the long wished for time, when their services and their 
labors were to meet their reward, for they had made no merce- 
nary demands.upon the government, and up to this period had 
received no recompence, but the silent plaudits of a conscience 
which ever glows in a patriots bosom, and throbs in a brave 
and generous heart. Just at this crisis of affairs, they are as- 

' tounded with the unexpected and unwelcome intelligence, that 
the President of the Republic had sold their birth-right to Gen. 
Fenton Mercer—that that boon for which they had struggled, 
through many a “ hair breadth ’scape” and bloody tragedy, had 
been snatched from their lips, and transferred by the contract-of 


ee 
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29th January, 1844, to a pampered foreigner, whose timid foot 
never dared to make its impress upon ‘Texian soil, until the 
chivalry and indomitable valor of Texian soldiery, pennyless 
and in rags, had nobly redeemed and disenthralled this beauti- 
ful country from all domestic dangers and from all foreign-ag= 
gression. l l Ms : 

Thus did this ungrateful government upon which they had 
fondly leaned for justice, at least, rudely snatch from their grasp 
that “ Hesperian Fruit,” which after years of toil and labor they 
had hoped to garner up as the richest heritage of their posterity. 

The class of claimants alluded to in this bill, had reserved: 
their land claims’ with the intention of having them located 
within what are now supposed to be the limits of said colony,— 
so soon as the country should be redeeined from the dominion 
of the savage, and the surveyor could perform his office without 
the jeopardy of life. This was the only reward they ever anti- 
cipated for the arduous and patriotic services they have rendered 
that frontier; and their claim to this reward, your committee 
would respectfully urge, as~one which seems to them to be 
founded on principles of justice and equity, which should be 
held inviolable. ` 

Your committee believing that the Congress is not the proper 
tribunal before which the legality of this contract of coloniza- 
tion should be tested, have, for that reason alone, refrained from 
the expression of any opinion on that question. They would, 
however, take this occasion to express their settled convicition- 
that the condition of the North-western frontier was not such. 
as to demand for its protection a colony contract, and the con- 
comitant prodigality of the public domain. They would not 
impeach the motives of that great Statesman and Patriot, who 
signed that contract on the part of this government, but they do 
humbly conceive the said contract to have been uncalled for, in- 
expedient and impolitic, and do most sincerely regret its forma- 
tion, For, whether legal or illegal, the mere fact of its existence 
will hang like an-incubus upon the future settlement and pros- 
perity of that interesting, rich and beautiful region, and will 
retard the developement of its vast resources. 

Your committee would theretore respectfully recommend this 
bill to the favorable consideration of the House. 

WILLIAM R. SCURRY. 
S. B. JOHNS. 
WILDS K. COOKE. 
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William H. Bourland, ore of the committee, to whbm’ was re: 
ferred the act referred to ii the" foregoing, stibsctities to all ot 
the foregoing répott except that part “which denies the right to 
Congress to test the legality of such contracts’ And, also,’ that 
part which says—«'They would ‘not inipeach the motives of 


that great Statesman and Patriot, who signed that, contract Olt 


the part of this government.” 
WwW. H. BOURLAND: 
Which report and bill were aa on the table, to come. Up 
among the orders of the day. 
The committee on Eingrossed Bills made the following? report; 


Commirree Room, 2. 
January 10, 1845. $ 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, i 
Speaker of the Fouse of Representatives : 

The committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill au- 
thorizing the county surveyor of Houston county, to transcribe 
the archives of nis office in a bound book—also, a joint resolu- 
tion for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler, and, the company un- 
der his command—also, a bill for the creation of a mail" route 
from the city of Galveston, to the town of ‘Liberty—also, a bill 
for the relief of Howard & Ogden, and T. A. Sully, and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 
Adopted. m ji 

Mr. Erath, by leave, faieoaueda a bill to enable the holders of 
legal land claims to obtain Patents; read a first time. 

Mr. Cooke of Bexar, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief 
of the resident citizens of Bexar county ; read a first time. 

Mr. Johnson of Goliad, by leave, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the re- -organization of Goliad county ; read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of Goliad, the rule was suspended, 
bill read a second time, and 1eferred to the Committee on Privi- 
leges and Elections. 

Mr. Johns offered the following E 

Be tt Resolved by thé’ House of Representatives, That from 
and after the 25th day of January, 1845, no new business shall 
be introduced for the consideration of this House, at its present 
session ; laid en the table one day, for further considération:- 
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Mr. Menefee, by leave, introduced a bill-for the relief of J. W. 

-E, Wallace—also, a bill to admit the testimony of guardians;;ex- 

ecntors, administrators, and all other trustees, on the trial of civil 
actions ; read a first time. 

The committee on Public Lands, George B. Erath, one-ofthe 
committee, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Wm. 
Legare, reported unfavorably ; which report and bill were laid 
on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Armstrong, by leave, introduced a bill to establish a mail 
route from Beaumont to Jasper; read a first time. 

The House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the relief of Howard & Ogden, and 'T. A. Sully, 
was taken up, read a third time and passed, 

Mr. Means moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Mr. Johnson of G., moved to adjourn until to-morrow morn- . 
ing 9 o’clock. 

The Ayes and Noes béing called thereon, stood as follows: 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Caznean, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Hrath, Ford, Johns, Johnson of G. , Jones 
of G., Jones of S. P. , McFarlane, McLeod, Robinson, Smyth of 

J. , Wallace, Williams and Williamson—19. 

"Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Gage, Hardin, J onion of 8. , Lewis, 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican Moffett, Parker, P erkins, Sad- 
ler, Scott, Sutherland, Smith of F. and Truit—17. 

So the House adjourned until 9 o’elock to-morrow morning. 


~ 


Saronpay, Jan. 11, 10 o'clock, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; ‘prayer by the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered. to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Boutland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford,. Gage, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G. 
ae a 5, P. Lewis, eilean Melpo Means, : Menefee, 
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Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry; Sutli- 
erland, Trut, Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present; the journals ot the preceding: day were 
read and adopted. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Charles Power ; which; 
was referred to the committee qn Claims and Accounts.. 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of Levi Jordan, which was. 
referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The committee on the State ofthe Republic, J. W. Hender: 
son chairman, to whom was referred the bill for’ the appoint- 
ment of patrols, reported the same back to the House, with. 
nmendments, and recommended its passage. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion providing for an amendment to the Constitution, reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

Which reports and bills were laid on the table to come up- 
among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of Brown & Guiar, re- 

sorted unfavorably on account of the absence of the necessary 
vouchers ; which report was adopted. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Arthur Swift and S. Cummings, reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read a first time, 

The committee on Public Lands, Geo..Sutherland chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Abram Skidmore,. 

‘eported the same back to the House, and recommended its re- 
jection; which report and bill were laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day..- 

A message was received from the Senate; informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills: 

A bill to restore lands sold for taxes to the original owners, 
with amendments—a bill for the relief of John Robinson—a 
bill for the relief of Sam’l Brooks—a bill to provide for carrying: 
the public mails from April 1st,- 1845, to April. Ist, 1846, estab- - 
lishing routes and rates of postagé,. &c.2a bill making an ap- 
propriation for contingent printing. 

The committee. ou. Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland chairman, 
to whom was referred: the bill for the relief of the heirs. of John 
Williams, deceased, reported thesame back to the House-and . 
recommended its passage. 

The committee on the Judiciary, James Armstrong one of the 
committee, to whom was: referred the bill to define-more per- 
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fectly the jurisdiction of the District. Courts, reported the same 
back to the House, with a substitute, and recommended its pas- 
sage, E : 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to provide 
that all laws shall take effect from and after their passage, un- 
less a different time be specified in said law, reported the same 
back to the House, and recommended its indefinite postpone- 
ment. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to re-or- 
ganize the Board of County Commissioners for the severai 
counties of the Republic, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its indefinite postponement. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill for the 
encouragement of learning &c., reported the same back to the 
House, with an amendment, and recommended its passage. 

_ The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to allow 
offsets in suits instituted by executors or administrators; report- 
ed the same back to House, and recommended its rejection. 

Ali of which reports and Gills were laid on the table to come. 
up among the orders of the day. : 

The same committee, to whom was referred the resolution 
instructing the committee to obviate the difficulty relative to 
the counting of the votes for President and Vice President, re- 
ported the same back to the House, and begged to be discharged, 
believing that the Constitution regulated the matter; report 

. adopted,: l f 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to amend 
an act entitled an act to regulate the proceedings in civil suits, _ 
approved 5th Feb. 1840, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommended its indefinite postponement; which report 
and bill were laid on the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 


Se COMMITTEE P 
i January 10, 1845. | 


To the Honerable John M. Lewis, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
! The committee on Entolled Bills have examined and find 
| orrectly enrolled: ; 
An act for the reliefof Mrs. Sarah Brown—an act allowing 
two additional Notaries Public for the county of Montgomery, 
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and oné for each of the countiés ‘of Sabine and Harrison—a 
joint resolution for the reliefof the heirs of Benj. Parker, de- 
ceased, anda joint resolution for the relief of J. A. Young. © 
They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and were this diy presented 
to the President for his approval. - 
B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace one of the 
committee, to whom was referred a bill supplementary to an act 
defining the jurisdiction and powers ofthe District Courts, ap- 
proved | December 22d, 1836, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage ; which report and bill 
were laid on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Military Affairs, A. Williams one of the 
committee, to whom was referred the petition of Wm. B. Good- 
man, reported the same back to the House, with a bill for his 
relief ; which was read a first time. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman, to 
whom was referred the memorial of the citizens of Rusk county, 
praying for an act of incorporation of the town of Henderson, 
reported a bill for that purpose, which was read a first time. 

The same committee, to whom was referred a bill supple- 
mentary to an act creating the county of Rusk, approved 15th 
January, 1843, and amendatory of an act supplementary to the 
former, approved January 3d, 1844, reported the same back to 
the House, and recommended its passage. 

Also, to ‘whom was referred the bill allowing mileage to Sher- 
ifls, Coroners and Constables, reported the same back to the 
House, with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Also, to whom was referred the bill to repeal certain acts re- 
lative to the creation ofa Board of Medical Censors, and so 
much of the 22d section of an act regulating the duties of Pro- 
bate Courts, &c., approved 5th February, 1840, as gives a pre- 
ference to Physicians’ and Surgeons’ claims, reported the same 
back to the House, with amendments, and feeumaen tee: its pis 
sage. D 

‘All of whieh reports and bills were laid on the table, tò come 
up among thé orders ofthe day. > ~< roo aa 

The committee on Finance, Geo, W. Smyth chateman, to 
whom was referred the bill forthe Benet’ of the citizens: of the | 
Republic of Texas, tepoitedthe'same: badk: tothe Piduxe, With 


a substitute, and recommended its passage; which report and 
pill were laid on the table to come up among ‘the orders of the 
day, ine | ; . i 


"Thé same committee, to whom wab referred a resolution’ re- 
quiring them to take into consideration the propriety of levying” 
a direct tax of one-fourth of one per cent. on all property owned 
by citizens of this Republic, reported that it would be inexpedi- 
ent to depend on ditect taxation for the support of the govern- . 
ment, and recommend that no material change be made; report 
adopted. a tn 

he same committee, to whom was referred the bill appro- 
priating the license tax of Galveston county to county purpo- 
ses, reported the same back to the House, and recommended the 
rejection of the bill; which was laid on the table, to come up 
“among the orders ofthe day. , 
The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report ; 


COMMITTEE Room, 
ie January 11, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 4. i 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills haveexamined the follow- 
ing, and find them .correctly enrolled: ajoint resolution au- 
thorizing Samuel J.. Redgate to adopt a certain person therein 
named ; anda joint resolution for the reliefof Neely Kimbro, ° 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and were, on the 10th inst., 
presented to the President ofthe Republic for his approval. 

| B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

The committee on Privileges and Elections, A. H. Jones, 
chairman, to whom was referred the bill to provide for the re- 
organization of “Goliad county, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage; which report and bill 
were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

Fhe committee of Finance, George W. Smyth, chairman, 
to. whom was referred abill making an appropiigttén for pay of 
mginbers and officers of the ninth Congress‘ petted the same. 

Shite  postpone- 


back fo the Hone, and recommended its iti 
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Mr. Cunningham moved to refer the bill toa select committee, 
with instructions to tepart as early as practicable. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill and report were laid on the 
table. . 

Mr. Perkins, by leave, introduced a bill to admit books and’ 
pamphlets free’of duty, which was reid a first time, | 

Qn motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Cazneau, by Jeave, introduced a bill to repeal certain’ 
portions of an act therein named ; read a first time. . 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House resolved itself into a eom- 
mittee of the whole on the State of the Republic, for the conside- 
ration of the bill for the re-organization of the General Land 
Office—Mr. Smyth of Jasper, in the chair. 

Oa motion of Mr. Williamson, the committee arose, reported 
progress, and begged to be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the same ; report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill was taken up on its 2d 
reading, a 

Mr. Williamson moved to refer the bill to a select committee, 
to act in conjunction with a similar committee on the part of the 
Senate. | 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was referred to the committee 
on Public Lands. . 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill for the rėlief of the heirs of 
Win. Bryan, was taken up on its second reading, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the bill to repeal the Exchequer 
system, was taken up on itS second reading; and the following 
amendment of the Finance committee adopted: after the word 
“ bills,” in third line of third section, insert “ and such other lia- 
bilities of the government as are at present made receivable by 
law :” at the end of the said third section, add the fottowing pro- 
viso: “Provided, thag all land dues (except the land tax,) ahd all 
payments for Patents shall be receivable as hertofore, in the la- 
bilities of the government.” oe 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Cunningham offered the following amendment : yo 

“Section — Be it further enacted, That all Excheqter bills 
now in circulation shall be received at par in the tustom-houses; 
adopted. ' CO aT 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved to lay it on the table and Have 
150 copies printed. 
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Mr. Robinsen offered-an amendment. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, offered an amendment to Mr, Robin- 
son’s amendment. 

On motion of Mr. MeLeod, the bill was referred to- the..com- 
mittee on Finance, and 150 copies of it ordered to be printed: 

The committee on Public Lands, George Sutherland, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of ‘Thomas Middleton, 
xeported to the House a bill for his relief: read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Johns, the bill to form the collectoral dis- 
trict of Soda Lake was taken up, read a second time, and referred 
toa select committee, consisting of Messrs. Johns, Seur ry. Bour- 
land, Henderson and Gage. 

The bill to continue in force an act for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of lots in the city of Austin, and upon the traet adjoin- 
ing, was taken up on its second reading ; and, on motion of Mr, 
Cazneau, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Wil liamson, the petition of Alexander 
Somervell was taken up, and referred to a select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Williamson, Cooke of R., and Erath. 

The committee, on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson, chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill amendatory ofthe several acts 
reguldtin® the sales of the estates of deceased persons and minor 
heirs, reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its passage; which report and bill were laid on the table, to - 
come tp among the orders of the day. . 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. m. 


3 o'clock, P. m. 

House met; roll called; quorum present, 

A Message was. received {rom His Excellency, the President, 
by his Private Secretary, Mr. 8. Z. Hoyle. - 
. On motion of Mr..McFanlane, the bil toramthorize the erec- 
tion.ofa Light-Homse on Galveston Island, and.the bill estab- 
lishtag a Light-House at. Passo Cavallo, were taken DS and re- 
ferred. to the committesiotiNavdl Afairs: > © on e 

motion of. Mr. :Fernderson;: the PE E OW, from His 
Extellency, was taken up and read, as follows: 
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. EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, y 
eee January 9th, 1845. y 


To the Honorable 
The House of emesan 4 
The Executive, responding to the resolution adopted on the 
6th instant, requesting him to furnish the House with the pro- 
ceedings of the late Naval Court Martial, in the eases of Post 
Captain E. W. Moore, and others, and to inform the House to 
whom said proceedings were addressed, by the Court, respect- 
fully transmits the enclosed communication from the acting 
Secretary of War and Marine, relating to the subject matter of 
the resolution and containing the information required by the 


concluding clause. 
ANSON JONES. 


Mr. Williamson moved the printing of 150 copies ofthe mes- 
sage and accompanying communication ; lost. 

‘Mr. McLeod moved to refer the message and accompanying 
communication to a select committee; with authority to_call for 
persons and papers. 

Mr. Henderson moved to tefer them to the committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs; carried. 

The bill for the creation of a mail route from the city of Gal- 
veston to the town of Liberty, was read a third time and passed, 

The bill for raising a county revenue, and for other purposes, 
was, on motion of Mr. Scott, taken fromthe table, and plaeed 
among the orders ofthe day. ~ 

The bill to authorize the county surveyot of Houston county 
to transcribe the archives of his office in a bound book was taken 
‘up, read a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Sadler, referred to 
the committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Cazneau offered the following resolution : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the balance 
due for copying the journals of the eighth Congress, under a 
resolution of the same,.be paid out of any appropriation that is 
or may be made for the use of Congress; adopted. 

The bill for the relief of Captain Fidi Chandler, and the com-, 
pany under his command, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Erath, the caption was amended, so as to 
read, “ for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler and others.” 

The bill for raising a county i revenus aug for other parpeses: 
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was read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Menefee, referred 
‘tothe committee on Finance. 

Mr. Cooke of R., moved to take up the bill to require the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office to issue Patents in certain 
cases ; lost. | 

The resolution calling on the President for information rela- 
tive to the contract of €.. Fenton Mer cer, was adopted. 

The resolution calling on the President for information rela- 
tive to the contract of Henry F. Fisher & B. Miller was taken 

. up, and, on motion of Mr. Bourland, laid on the table. 

The resolution to take no new business after the 25th Janu- 
ary next was taken up. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to lay it on the table.; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on 1 the table until Monday 
morning 10 o’clock ; lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

The bill to change a mail route, and for other purposes, was 
taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Perkins, 

ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas ‘Tomlinson, and the bill to 
incorporatethe Baylor University, were taken up and read a first 
time. 

The bill'to review and mark a road therein named, was taken 
up on its second reading; and the amendment of the committee 
to strike out $3'and insert $2 was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, all after “two dollars per 
day” was stricken out, save the last section. 

Mr. Henderson offered an amendment. . 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was Jaid on the tabte. 

Leave of absence was granted to the Hon. R. M. Williamson, 
for an indefinite period of time. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the House adjourned nntil Monday 
morning 10 o’clock, 


x 


w 


 Monpay, ere 18, 10 o'clock 4 à M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll g called, the following members an- 
swered to their names ee 
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Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of G., 
Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, 
Smith of F., Smyth of J., Wallace, Williams and Williamson. — 
` A quorum present; Journals of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr, Smyth of J., by leave, introduced a bill making an appro- 
priation for the support ofthe government for the year 1845; 
read a first time. j 

A committee appeared from the Senate, Senator Kaufman, 
chairman, and informed the House that the Senate had passed a 
resolution requesting the House of Representatives fo meet 
them in their chamber, at half past 10 o’clock, to join in pro- 
cession for the interment of the Hon. John W.Smith, deceased, 
late Senator from the District of Bexar. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House aecépted the invi- 
tation. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the House adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Turspay, January 14, 10 o’clock, a. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names: ` g = : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, 
Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of 8., Jones of S. P., 
Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Milli- 
can, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace, Williams and Wil- 
liamson, 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. é 

Mr. Scott presented the petition of Thomas. Cox, praying for 
the emancipation of two children; which was referred to a select 
committee consisting of Messrs. Scott, Moffett ahd Henderson. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of stmdrycitizens of Gal- 
veston and Harris eounties, which were referred to aselect com- 


203 


mittee consisting of Messrs, McLeod, Robinson, puya of J., 
Jones ot 8. P. ahd Johns. 

Mr. Sadler presented the petition of W. A. Ferris, whieh was 
referred to the committee on Claims and Avcounts. 

Mr, McFarlane presented the petition of Wm. Haddon, which 
was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, - 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Edward 'Feal, adminis- 
trator of Henry Teal, deceased, which was referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Williams presented the petition of Thomas Robinson, 
which was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Williams, Jones of G. and Mabry. 

Mr Means presented the petition of Jeremiah Latham, which 
was referred to the committee‘on Public Lands. 

Mr. Speaker, (Mr. Lewis of Montgomery,) presented the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Montgomery county, which was re- 
ferred to the committee on Post Offices and Post Roads.. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of the passage of a bill to authorize the re- -organization of Refu- 
gio and San Patricio counties. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Burrell J. Thompson, 
which -was referred to the committe on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Moffett presented the petition of C. A. Serrell, which was 
referred to the committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr, Millican offered the following resolution : 

Be i resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That the two Houses 
of Congress will, on the 3d day of February next, adjourn sine . 
die ; laid on the table-one day for consideration. 

Mr, Williamson presented the petition of John Sutherland, 
which was referred toa select committee, consisting of Messrs. 
Williamson, Erath and Wallace. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Clementine G. Holman, 
which was referred to a seleti committee, consisting of Messrs, 
Wallace, Scott and Means. . 

The committee on Education, Wm. R. Scurry, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition’ for the charter of the Ceres Aca- 
demy, zoponed a bill for that purpose; Which was read ih first 
time. 

The committee tia Military Affairs, Wm. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was'‘referred the petition of G. Elley, reported a bill 
for his'reliéf; téad a Bist" tine. 

"The committee -on Finance, Geo. W. Smyth, Chairman, to 
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whom was referred the, bill to.vepeal the Exchequer. system, ve- 
ported the same back to the House, and recommerided its pas- 
sage in,the shape that it was previously recommended by the 
committee on Finance; which report and bill were laid on the - 
table to come up among the orders of the day. . r 
The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to admit 
books and pamphlets free of duty, reported as follows: 


CoMmMITTEE Room, 
eo January 13, 1845. 


To the Hon. John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : , 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred a bill to 
admit Books and Pamphlets free of duty, and, also, several peti- 
tions on the same subject, have had the same undér considera- 
tion, and have instructed me to report, that they discover no 
good and sufficient reasons for changing the views which they 
have heretofore given on an oecasion very similar to the pre- 
sent. The kind of knowledge, which it is so important that 
every free government should foster and protect, is, that intelli- 


When, at a future period, (which. we hope -iş not, disigo 
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enumerated ataongst those articles of primary importance which 
are entirely freed from it; but at. present they do not believe 
he books should be made a solitary exception to the general 
We t 
Wherefore, the committee recommend that the Hon. öh- 
gress take no further action on the subject. 
GEO. W. SMYTH, Charman. 


Which report and‘ bill were laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, Hugh McLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to erecta Light-House on Galveston 
Island, reported the same back to the House by substitute, and 
recommended its passage, 

The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace one of the 
committee to whom was referred the bill for the benefit of con- 
stables, reported a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

The committee on Internal Improvements, J. H. Moffett, 
chairman, to whom was reférred the bill for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Angelina and Snow Rivers, reported a sub- 
stitute, and recommended its passage; which reports and bills 
were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and’ Accounts, K.-Mabry, chair- 
mah, fo whom was referred the petition of Morgan O’Brien and 
Michael Fox, reported a bill for their relief, which was read a 
first time. 

The select committee, S. B. Johns, chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill to form the collectoral-district of Soda Lake, 
reported the same back to the House with amandmana; and rè- 
commended its passage. i 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was taken! up, andthe 
amendment of the committee, fo me a substitute: fer the frst 


section; adopted. > : OREZ 
-Mr. Scott moved to strike oti te word # laws" in thes West 
- section ; lost. ce tes 


. On motion of Mri: Johns, the bill was ordered to Dedi. 
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Commirree Room. } 
January 14, 1845.4 ` 


A majority of the committee on the State of the Republic, to 
whom was referred the joint resolution amending the Constitu- 
tion, have had the same under consideration, and have instruct- 
ed me to report— . 

That, deeply impressed with the paramount importance (of 
the subjects submitted to them, the pervading influence,) the 
amemdment, if adopted, must have upon the destinies of the Re- 
public—the caution and deliberation with which any ehange in 
the fundamental law of the country should be approached, and 
the propriety, as far as is practicable, of-maintaining their sta- 
bility as well as their inviolability, they have given to the whole 
subject their most deliberate consideration, , 

Reporting, as they do, in favor of adopting the amendments, 
they beg leave to give, as succinctly as possible, the reasons 
which have brought them to this conclusion ; that they may aid 
the deliberations ọf the House if found correct, or contribute to 
call forth from the wisdom of your honorable body, the correc- 
tion of any erroneous impressions, and the overthrow of any un- 
tenable position, your committee,.in common with many others, 
may entertain. - 

Of the propriety, if not absolute necessity, of the establishment 
of a separate and independent Supreme Court as soon as practi- 
cable, we believe there can scarcely rest a doubt an the mind of 
any intelligent person, who will give to the subject the delibera- 
tion which a sense of duty has demanded of your committee. 
Indeed, they are not aware of airy dissenting opinions amongst 
the members of the profession best informed upon the subject, 
which, therefore, they think are entitled to great consideration 
and respect, and by which, they are much gratified to find their 
own sustained and fortified. Your cornmittee deem it unneces- 
sary to present the yarious and imposing reasons and arguments 
in favor of the organization of sucha Court. — ` 

The fact, that for want of time to deliberate, many of the more 
important suits which have been brought before the existing 
appellate court, and some which were placed on its docket at its 
first session, have been to this day held under advisement, and 
from the changes that have occurred in the members of the 
Court, by death, resignation, and promotion to other stations, 
must be re-argued and yet further delayed; are, of themselves, 
sufficient to show the necessity ofa different organization. The 
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failure of this tribunal to-decide upon questions ‘of the greatest 
moment to the whole country, long since submitted to its adju- 
dication, occasions a vast accumulation of suits on its docket, 
which early precedents might have prejudged and settled.. 

Indeed, under our present system, delay almost . amounts to 
the denial of justice, and in many instances, in consequence of 
the accumulation of costs and other expenses, it would be far 
better for the litigants that the Court had been closed against 
them—that tardy justice, because accompanied with certain ` 
ruin, had been denied them. ; 

Forbearing to dilate further upon the impolicy of continu- 
ing longer than can be avoided, an appellate tribunal, calcula- 
ted from its constitution, in the belief of your committee, to con- 
firm, in effect, the errors of Opinion pronounced by them or 
their associates below; and taking it for granted that your 
honorable body, and our constituents, are convinced of the ne- 
cessity of a change, we will procceed to state our reasons for re- 
porting the amendments under consideration, notwithstanding an 
amendment embodying one of the objects of these, has already 
been passed upon by the last Congress, and is now under the 
control and, subject to the action of this House. 

‘Your committee are of opinion that the other amendments to 
the Constitution under review, (especially the third article,) are 
as important, and admit of as little delay as that to which we 
have just referred ; and a majority of us are of opinion that the 
adoption of an amendment, or amendments, of the Constitution, 
by a vote ofthe people, will preclude all other amendments for 
the space of three years, otherwise than by a convention, 

They are aware that a portion of your committee dissent: 
from them in their construction of the proviso of the 11th sec. 
tion of the general provisions of the Constitution, and that there 
exists much diversity of opinion amongst gentlemen of high 
legal attainments in regard to the true construction of that pro- 
vision. 

Your committee cannot, however, regard the proviso in any 
other light than as a conservative principle. A construction 
alike justified in their belief by the terms in which it is couched, 
and the obvious propriety, ifmot necessity, for such a restriction. 
‘No other clauses of the Constitution provide for its amend- 
ment. This covers the whole ground, and embraces the whole 
subject of amendment. Withoutsuch a provision, ebvjously 
none.eould be made—no change effeoted; except by a conven- 

lon, 
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So, also,in the opinion of your committee the proviso em- 
braces the whole subject—all mariner ofamendments, and con- 
trols, not a part only, but the entire grant. Look at its terms, 
Can there be a more comprehensive negation found in the 
English language ? E 

Your committee cannot perceive by what ingenuity, or by 
what rules of construction the terms “no amendments,” &c., 
_can admit of any amendment whatever. To confine the 
proviso to amendments already adopted by the people, 
would be, to make a provision to prevent the people from doing 
a thing which they are supposed already to have done. But is 
there any thing inconsistent or inappropriate in the idea ofa 
grant, general in its character and covering one entire subject, 
being limited by a general restriction, controlling or limiting the 
whole subject of the grant? Seeking to arrive at the intention of 
the framers of the Constitution, your committee see nothing in 
the object of the 11th gection or the general spirit of tne Constitu- 
tion, which should induce them to construe a broad and all per- 
vading negative into a limited or partial restriction. They can- 
not regard it inconsistent with good sense, sound policy or the 
end and object of a Constitution, that there should be some secu- 
rity for its permanency and stability; at least for a few years. 
That it should be secure from the annual mutations to which 
our laws are subjected, inasmuch that the most important acts of 
Congress car scarcely be promulgated to the people before they 
are materially altered. ; 

Your committee, upon full deliberation, regard this proviso 
as a great conservative principle possibly obnoxious to the ob- 
jection, that the term of three years for the existence and opera- 
tion of government is tooshort. If they are wroug in their con- 
clusions, still, as the construction given by others is not certainly 
correct, Is it consistent with sound policy to hazard, unne- 
cessarily, the defeat of other-obviously important amendments of 
immediate and pressing importance for three years ? 

‘Your committee do not believe that any such necessity actu- 
ally exists. On the contrary, by a protnpt action on the part of 
Congress at their next session, should a majority of two-thirds 
adopt the amendment, the vote of the people can be taken, and 
the Court organized, so as to take their seats at the time of the 
nekt-regular session ; which is as-soon.as it could be. effected, if 
the'other amendment were adopted, This being the case, the 
simple: question is presented, whether ‘the amendment: under 


ee Me: 
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consideration, or the: former amendment providing only for a 
separate Supreme Court ought to be adopted. 

“Your committee confidently hope that the other amendments 
will be sustained: by the people, and that their presentation with 
the first, will'secure to the whole a large vote, which might be 
opposed to any one separately presented. . 

Your committee are of opinion that itis time Con gress should 
þe authorized to pass an act of naturalization, specifically pro» 
viding the mode by which future immigrants to the. country 
may be entitled to the civil and political rights of resident citi- 
zens. In pursuing this course, Texas will atleast be follow- 
ing the example of all other nations of modern times. It is cer- 
tainly a reasonable requisition and consonant with sound poli- 
cy, and absolutely essential to their stability, that a residence 
should be required’ of emigrants to the country long enough to 
enable them to form a correct idea of its peculiar institutions, 
before they are allowed to. participate in their control, alteration, 
or (perhaps) stibversion. 

In the expression of thése views, and the P 
tion of the adoption of the. third article of the amendments, 
your committee disavow the idea of any distinction between 
emigrants from.different countries. All are alike foreigners to . 
us. Much of our system is unique—entirely unlike that of any 
other people. Ang whilst ne restrictions of the rights and pri- 
vileges of the existing population are proposed by the amend- 
ment or invidious distinctions drawn-or attempted, is it not as 
just, as expedient, that those who have encountered so many 
privations in its establishment should take the steps and provide 
the guards which all other nations throw around them, to secure 
to themselves and their posterity the fruits of their exertions, 
their sufferings and suceess. 

If there be those whe would resist the propriety of such a 
policy, that fact, in the opinion of your committee, would be 
an argument, with others, of no little force, in sever of the 
amendment, ~- 

Your committee deene it unnecessary to dilate upon the con- 
venience which would be extended to a large portion of the peo- 
ple by granting to Congress the power, suitably restricted, to 
render justice more comventently. accessible to them than it now 
is, by a sub-divisian of the targer counties into convenient Ju- 
dicial Districts, T'he facts, that Congress hastwice endeavor- 
ed. to.afford this convenience to the: citizens of some of the 
larger counties, and that the people, although much discouraged 
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by the first decision, of the Supreme Court, persisted in another 
form, to sue for the benefits.of such a provision, seem to mani- 
fest in advance the popular will, and the convenience, if notne- 
cessity, of adopting this or a similar amendment. : 
In conclusion, your committee would say, that the more they 
have examined into the amendments and their bearing upon 
_ the best interests of the Republic, the more they are convinced 
of their propriety and-necessity, and earnestly recommend their 


adoption. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the majority of the Committee. 


- Mr. Robinson moved to lay the report on the table, and have 
200 copies of it printed. 

Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of R., Dunn, Ford, 
Gage, Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones.of S. P., Lewis, Me- 
Farlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, Robinson, Scurry, 
Sutherland, Truit, Wallace, Williams and Willtamson—22. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cunningham, Erath, Har- 
din, Henderson, Jones of G., Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, 
Sadler, Scott, Smith of F. and Smyth of J.—15. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill changing the ses- 
sions of the District Court in Washington county ; read a first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and referred to a select committee. consist- 
ing of Messrs. Cazneau, Mabry, Williams, Millican, rath and 
Cooke of R. _ bi 

_ Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill to fix the place 
for the sessions of the Supreme Court ; read a first time. 

The committee on ‘Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port, to wit: - 


Committers Room, 
January 14, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives $ 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have. examined a bill te 
alter and change a mail route; and for other purposes. 
A bill to eontinue in foree an act for the relief of the purcha- 
sers of lots in the city of Austin, and upon the town’ tract ad- 
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joining, approved, January 16th, -1843—alsd, a joing fesolntion 
for the relief of the heirs of Wm, Bryan, deceased, and find the 


same CarrecHy reer 
WILLIAM. L CAZNEAU~ 
One of the ote, 


Adopted. 

“The sélect committee,. Hugh McLeod, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of -M, Bourgeois d’Orvanne, praying 
for an extension of time for the introduction of emigrants, Te- 
ported unfavorably-; adopted... 

‘Mr. Bourland offered the following iecolutions 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred a bill to.re-organize the General Land Office, with 
instructions-to act in concert with alike committee on the part 
of the Senate, be instructed to report their separate action Ener: 
on, as soon-as practicable. : 

Mr, Scurry, by leave, introduced a bill to remedy certain de- 
fects in the existing laws; read a first time.. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Be it Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the 
committee on Education be instructed to enquire into the pro- 
priety of locating the Colleges or Universities contemplated by 
an act, approved, January, 26th, 1839, by which fifty leagues of 
land was appropriated. and ‘set apart for the establishment and 
endowment of two Colleges or Universities, and report to this 
House by bill or otherwise ; ; adopted. 

‘Mr. Mabry, by leave, introduced a bill to rae the Navy 
scrip receivable. for dues to the ee that accrued prior 
to Ist February, 1542; “yead a first time 

. Mr. «Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill. relating to aftach- 
ments; ‘tead a first time, 

Mr. Smith of F. , moved its indefinite postponement ; lost, 

i: Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Mary. Chase; read, a frst time. = : 

‘Onimotion of Mr, Robinson, the rulewas suspended, bill read - 
a. second time, «and, -beferred to the eommittee op p Claims, and 
Accounts, . oy 

- Mr. Bourland offexedsthe {olló wing resolu tini: 0 o? 

Resolved, That it shall be a standing order of the day when 
the House shall- prosegrt torte orders of the day, to first take up 
and dispose of all bils- df a général charactér, awd no private 
relief bill shall be taken up until all sushy shall have been nee 
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posed of, unless by æ vote of two-thirds of the House ; laid on 
the table one day for further consideration. l 

Mr. Scott, by leave, introduced a bill amendatory of an aet.to 
establish and incorporate the Marshall University ; read a first 
time. , i 

Mr. Cooke of R., by leave, introduced a bill for the revision of 
the laws. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill for-the relief of the 
Mier prisoners was taken from the table and placed among the 
orders of the day. S wy ; 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, thė bill for the relief of Jarret 
Menefee, was taken from the table and placed among the orders 
of the day. | : TEN 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, -the bill relating to the prac- 
tice in the District Courts was taken-from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to-restore lands sold for taxes to the original owners 
was taken up with the amendments of the Senate. 

In caption strike out “ original,” and insert “former :” in 3d 
line, Ist section, before the word “owners,” insert the word 
* former :” after the figures “44,” in 5th line, Ist section, insert 
“or at any time previously :” in 6th line, 1st section, before the 
word “ owner,” insert the word “former :” after the word “own- 
ers,” in 6th line, insert the words “or their agents or attorney’s 4 
in Ist section, after the word “may,” in 8th line, insert the 
words “or would :” strike out the word “any,” in same section, 
9th line, and insert the word “said :” insert the following, after 
the word “lands,” in said 9th line, and Ist section, “ Provided, 
the lands had been purchased by any person or persons, or Te- 
mained in his own possession :” add, after the word “ govern- 

*ment,” in 4th line of 2d section, “specifying particularly the 
amount of money that he has received from each individual 
under the provisions of this act;” all of which amendments 

were concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of the Mier prisoners was taken up on 
its second reading. i 
Mr. Williamson moved to lay it omthe table. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was referred 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


to the com 
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On motion of Mr. MeLeod, the pill for the relief of Le S.. 
Hargous, of the city of Vera Cruz, and others, was taken up.and. 
referred to the committee on Military:Affairs. ... ”. 

On motion of Mr, Millican, the House adjourned until three 
o'clock, P. M.. ; l 


- o'clock, P. m. 


House met; roll called; quorum present. > 

The bill to alter and changea mail route, aad for other pur- 
poses, was taken up, read a third time and passéd. 

The bill to continue in force an act for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of- lots in the city of Austin, and upon the town tract 
adjoining, was read a third time and passed. . . . 

The bill to authorize the appointment of Trustees in certain 
cases. 


The bill to provide for carrying the public mails from April 


Ast, 1845, to April 1st, 1846, establishing routes and rates of 


. postage, &c. : 


The bill for the relief of John Robinson. 

A. bill for the relief of Samuel Brooks. 

A bill making an appropriation for contingent printing, were 
severally taken up and read a first time. 

A bill granting to settlers on vacant public domain pre-emp- 
tion privileges, was taken up on its second reading, with the 
amendments of the committee, which were adopted, to-wit: 

In 2d section, 4th line, strike out the word “surveyed,” and 
insert “ covered with a valid certificate :” adopted.. In 2d sec- - 
tion, strike out the proviso: in section 3, 10th line, after the 
figures “ 1841,” insert “ or 50 cents in par funds per acre:” in 
section 6th, 5th line, strike out the words “in which,” and 
insert the word “and:” insame section, strike out “six 
months” whenever they occur, and insert “eight months :” in 
same section, 8th line, strike out the word “ entered,” and insert 
“surveyed :” in same section, after the word “ pre-emption, in 
9th line, strike out the balance of the section, and insert “ and 


_ on application being made by such settler to a surveyor to have 


his said land surveyed to include his improvements, he shall not 
be compelled to furnish the surveyor with any land certificate, 
but he shall take an oath, which may be administerd to him by 
said surveyor, that he- believes he is settled upon vacant land 
upon which the survey, not exceeding three hundred and twen- 
ty acres may be made, and the field notes shall be returned with 
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the afor esaid affidavit of the settler, to -the county surveyor of 
‘the county in which the land lies, who shall have the same re- 
corded in said pre-emption book; for which services‘ the said 
surveyor or county surveyor may charge the fees now allowed 
by law for such services, and no more: ” Provided, that when a4 
proper certificate may be subsequently obtained by the settler, 

the same may be applied to such survey without running or 
marking the line anew.” In section 7th, after the word “alone,” 
in 5th line, insert “if-there be no widow.” 

Mr. Bourland moveđ to amend the: amendment ofthe com- 
mittee on 2d page of the amendments, in second line, after the 
words “ vacant lands,” insert “as contemp! ated in the Ast s Sec- 
tion of this act; adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Beary, the bill was ‘passed toa third read- 
in 
Mr. Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to amend the Con. 
stitution ; read ‘a first time. 

Mr. Bourland moved to re-consider à vote given on the adop- 
tion of a resolution instructing the joint committee on Public 
Lands of both Houses, to report upon the bill to re-organize the 
General Land Office, as soon as practicable. 

‘On motion of Mr, Williamson, the motion tö re-consider was 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. aae a A was appointed to 
wait upon the Senate, and request them to instruct the commit- 
tee on Public Lands to act in conjunction with the like com- 
mittee of the House, upon the bill to re-organize the General 
Land Office. Messrs Williamson, ‘Bouriand” and Sadler were 
appointed the said committee. 

. The bill for the relief of Jarret Menefee was taken up on its 
second reading ; "and, on -motion of Mr, Parker, ordered to be 
engrossed. 

‘The bill for the transportation of goods coastwise was taken 
up. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on the table. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, it was laid on the table, and made 
the special order of the day for the 16th instant, at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Wm. Bryan, which 
was referred to the committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill making an appropriation.:for the payment i out- 
standing liabilities for Indian purposes, was axen ae of its se- 
cond reading. 

| Mr. Gage’ moved to. lay the bill on the tables lost, 


Sa 
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Mr, Cooke of Robertson, moved its engrossment, 

Mr. Wallace offered the following amendment: 

And any’ other person or persons having been robbed or 
otherwise dispossessed, by the Indians or Mexicans, ofa cow, 
Bull, calf, colt, mare, stallion or filly, Jack, Jenny or mule, 
shall be hereby authorized to demand and receive from the 
Treasurer of the Republic, as much money as said cow, bull, 
calf, colt, mare, stallion or filly, Jack, Jenny or mule shall be 
said to be worth by any Justice of the peace, and to be paid out 
of any money unappropriated, fund or money in the Treasury. 

On, motion of Mr, Millican, the amendment was laid on the 

table. 

The question on the engrossment was then put and carried. 

The committee appointed to wait upon the Senate, reported 
duty performed, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill providing for the loca- 
tion of the seat of Government by the people of Texas, was taken 
up. . 
Pr. Williamson moved.to lay it onthe table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Monday, at 11 o’clock, and that 150 
copies be printed; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on the table; lost. 

Mr. Scurry moved to lay it on the table, and make it the spe- 
cial order of the day for to-morrow, at 11 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Saturday, at 10 o’clock, and that 150 
copies be printed. 

Mr. Seurry moved to adjourn until "10 o’cleck to- morrow. ` 
morning ; lost. 

A division on Mr. Wallace’s motion on the question of print- 
ing, was put and lost. 

The question on laying on the table, was put and lost. 

Mr, Williamson moved to lay it on the table for the present; 
lost., 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost., 

Mr, Trait offered to amend by striking out “1847” and in-’ 
serting “ 1846,” 

Phe Ayes. and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R, Hardin, Johnson ofS., 
Means, Millican, Moffett, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of Jas- 

per, Truit and Wallace—13, : 

-{Noos—Messrs.. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau; Cooke of B., 
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Cunningham, Dunn,.-Hrath, Gage, Johnson of G., Jones af G., 

Jones ofS. P, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Williams and William- 
son—22, . 

So the amendment was rejected. 2 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Monday, at 10 o’clock ; lost, 

Mr. Armstrong moved to amend by striking out the pream- 
ble. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay it on the table, and make it the 
special order of the day for Saturday, at 11 mciock, and that 150 
copies be printed ; lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to adjourn until 9 o'clock to-morrow morn- 
ing lost. 

‘Mr. Williamson moved a call of the House ; lost. 

Mr, Wallace moved to lay it on the table until EBOrSORYs at 
11 o'clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a call of the House was made, 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr: Ford, the call was suspended. 

Mr, Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow, at 10 
o'clock; lost. 

Mr. Parker moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. , 

The Ayes and Noes being called on Mr. Armstrong’s motion 
to strike out the preamble, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Brath, Gage, Johnson of G., 
Jones of G. Jones of S. P, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Ma- 
bry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of 
F., Williams and Williamson—23. 

‘Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson 
of S., Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Smyth of 
J., Truit and Wallace—14. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to strike out of 1st section the words 
in order to give force and efficiency to the reserved rights of 
the people in regard to locating the seat of Government. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table until to- 
morrow, at 10 o’clock ; lost. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on Mr. Armstron g's 
amendment, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau , | Cooke of B, 
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Cunningham, Daun, Erath, Gage, Johnson of G., Jones of G., 
Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 2 Menefee, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of 
J., Williams and Williamson—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Ford, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Johnson of S.,- Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Scott, 
Truit and Wallace—13. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table until to- 
morrow, at 10 o’clock ; lost 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, acall of the House was made. 

Mr. Williamson moved toadjourn until to-morrow morning, 
at 10 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Wallace moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 10 
o'clock; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, at 10 o’cloek. 


ee 


Ce ed 


Wepwespay, Jan. 15, 10 o’clock, a. m. 


The House met pursuantto adjotirnment; prayer by the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of . 
Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, ‘Dunn, Erath, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, 
Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Parker, 
Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, ‘Smyth of Jasper, 
Truit, Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quortim present; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. 

‘Mr, Wallace PET the account of Wm. Lakey, which 
was referred to the ċcommitteė on Public Lands. l 

Mr. Henderson presented the petition of L. C. Stanley, which 
was referred tothe committee on Claims and Accounts. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry ehair- 
man, to whom was referred the memorial of Charles Powers, 
_ Yeported the same back to the House, with a request that it be 
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referred to the. committee on Naval Affairs; which report was 
adopted. 

The select committee, A. Williams. chairman, to. whom was 
referred the petition of Thomas Robinson, reported a bill for 
his relief, which was read a first time. 

The select committee, Geo. B. Erath one of the committee to 
to whom was referred the bill changing the sessions of the Dis- 
trict Court in Washington county, reported ag same baek to the 
House and recommended its passage: 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was taken up, and. or- 
dered to -be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the bill amendatory to the several acts relative to frau- 
dulent land certificates, had passed, with imendments—andg, the 
bill concerning the records and papers of county surveyors, had 
been rejected. 

The select committee, R. M. Williamson chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of John Sutherland, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a second time, and referred to the committee on ` 
Public Lands, 

The committee on Naval Affairs, H. McLeod chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of James Denny, reported a bill 
for his relief; which was read a first time. 

‘The same ‘committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
William Bryan, reported unfavorably on a portion of the ac- 
count, — 

On motion of Mr. Wiliamsen, the report was laid on the 
table, and the petition taken up and referred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of Jasper, Mr. Scurry was added to 
the select committee, to whom was referred the memorial of sun- 
dry citizens of Galveston and Harris counties. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Bourland was added to the 
same committee. 

Mr. McLeod moved to have 150 copies of the memorial 
printed ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill directing the President 
and Heads of Departments to return to the city of Austin, toge- 
ther with the veto message of the oe thereon were taken 
up. i , 
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Mr Williamson moved to have 150 copies of the bill and 
message printed. - 

Mr. Robinson moved to een by inserting “ 160” copies in 
lieu of 150 copies; amendment accepted by Mr. Williamson, 
and motion carried. 

Mr. Johnson of Shelby, by leave, introduced a bill making an 
appropriation for the pay and contingent expenses of Captain 
Mabbit’s company of volunteers; read a first time. 

Mr. Johnson of Shelby, moved a suspension of the rule ; lost. 

Mr. Lewis of Austin, presented a number.of resolutions adopt. 
ed by the citizens of Austin county, in mass meeting assembled, 
in favor of annexation. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay them on the table; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, they were referred to the committtee 
on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Gage presented a number of resolutions adopted by a 
‘portion of “the ‘citizens of the county of Rusk, in opposition to 
annexation. 

Mr. Gage moved their reference to the committee on the State 
of the Repu blic. 

Mr. Williamson moved to reject them. 

The Ayes and Noes being called thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of 
Robertson, Erath, Hardin, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Mabry, 
Means, Millican, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, 
Smyth of Jasper, Williams and Williamson—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau,- Cunningham, Dunn, 
Gage, Henderson, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, Jones |: 
of San Patricio, MeFar! lane, McLeod, Menefee, Moffett, . Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Truit and Wallace—18, 

So the resolutioas were rejected. 

Leave was granted to Mr. Gage to withdraw the resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the House proceeded to the 


"ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill for the location of the seat of government by the 
people of Texas was taken up. 

A call of the Hotise pending. 

' On motion of Mr. Robinson, the call was suspended. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill.on the table ; lost. 
- v'The question before the House was‘ shall the bill pass toa 3d 
reading ? ? si $ i t ; 
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Mr. Means moved the previous question. : 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was made.. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the call was suspended. l 

The question, shall the main question. be now put ? was pat i 
and lost. r ; 
_ Mr. Armstrong offered an amendment. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill and E on the 
table ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until 3 o’clock, P. M.; lost. 

Mr. Henderson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
amendments. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved the indefinite postponement of 
the bill and amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the Boas adjourned until three 
o’elock, P. Mm. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


House met ; roll called; quorum present. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, by leave, presented the petition of 
Dan’! R. Jackson, which was referred to the committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, presented the petition of John C. 
Hays, which was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Perkins, by leave, presented the petition of R. 8. Neigh- 
bors, which was referred to the committee on Claims and Ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Wallace, by leave, presented. the petition of John Gilbert, 
which was referred to a special committee, consisting of Messrs, 
Wallace, Johnson of Shelby and Scott. 

Mr. Hardin, by leave, introduced a bill for the. relief of 
Emanuel Clemens; read a first time. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, presented the petition of John 
Karner: which was referred to a select committee consisting of 
Messrs. Cooke of R., Erath and Sutherland. 

The House then proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY.. 


~ The question before the House vaste following amendment 
offered by Mr. Armstrong: 

“ Be it further enacted, That the sum of five thousand dol- 

lars be, and is hereby appropriated, and placed under thé ĝon- 


Zat 


trol of the President for the purpose of removing the Archives 
to the city of Austin, for defrayingthe contingent expenses of 
the several Departments, and in making preparations for the 
meeting of the 10th Congress at that place.” l 

` Mr. Seurry offered the following amendment tó the añeñd- 
ment, which was accepted by Mr. Armstrong: 

« Provided there shall not intervene such emergencies as are 
contemplated by the Constitution for the exercise of his discre- 
tion.” . 

Mr. Williamson offered, the following amendment to the 
amendment : TE 

« And that the President have leave to dispose of the appro- 
priation specified, to transport the Archives from thecity of Aus- 
tin to the town of Washington, in the county of Washington,” 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of a bill to confer the rights of citizenship on 
Early Cordray, with an amendment—a bill to incorporate the 
town of Boston—and, a bill for the relief of H. L, Kinney. 

The Ayes and Noes beitfg called on Mr. Williamson’s motion 
to amend the amendment, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Cooke of R., Ford, Hardin, Johnson 
ofS., Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Truit, Wallace 
and Williamson—13. 

Noes—-Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau,Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Hrath, Gage, Henderson,Johnson of G., 
Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smith of F, Smyth of J. and Williams—-26. 

So the amendement was rejected. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the billon the table ; lost. 

Mr. Bourland moved the previous question, 

Shall the main question be now put }—was put and carried. 

The main question being the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Armstrong, 

The Ayes and Noes were called for, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Johnsen of G., Johnson of 
S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Ma- 
bry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Suther- 
land, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit and Williams—27. 

Noes—Messts. Speaker, Cooke of R, Ford, Hardin, Hender- 
aon, Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker Sadler, Wallace and Wil- 
hamson—12. , ; 
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So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Scurry moved to pass the vill to a third reading. 

Mr. Williamson moved to have 150 copies of the bill printed ; 
lost. l | pal 

Mr. Menefee moved the previous question.’ ; 

Shall the main question be now put? was put and. carried. 

The main question being the passage of the bill toits third 
reading. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Johnson of G., Johnson of 8., Jones 
of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, 
Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J, Truit, Wallace 
and Williams—30. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Cunningham, Hardin, 
Henderson, Millican, Parker, Sadler, and Williamson—9. 

So the bill was passed to its third reading. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port: 


Committee Room, 
January 15, 1845. 


To the Hon. Join M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the. House of Representatives: 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint re- 
solution for the relief of Jarret Menefee——-a bill making an ap- 
propriation for the payment of the outstanding liabilities of the 
government, incurred for Indian purposes—and, a bill to form 
the collectoral District of Soda Lake, and find the same cor- 
rectly engrossed. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 

One of the Committee. 

Adopted. , 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill to provide for the 
national defence, by organizing the militia; read a first time. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the suspension of the rule. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for thereon, stood as follows, 
to wit: 3 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of B, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Henderson, 
Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of.S; P., Lewis, 
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` McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Williams and Williamson—32. 

Noes—Messrs., Ford, Hardin, Millican, Parker, Sadler and. 
Wallace-—6. ` - tee 

So the rule was suspended, and the bill read a.second time. 

Mr. Wallace moved a further suspension of the rule, so that 
the bill might be read by its caption a 3d time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. ; 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning 10 o’clock. 


Tuurspay, Jan. 16, 10 o’clock, A.M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names: } 

Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of B., Cooke of R., Cunninghan, 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., 
Johnson of S., Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, 
Scurry, Smith of F., Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read and | 
adopted. . 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a bill (accompanied by 
a petition,) transferring the succession of Ben Fort Smith from ` 
the county of Montgomery to Harris county; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. . 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 
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. CommitreE Room, 
January 16, 18465. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Entolled Bills have examined and find 
correctly enrolled : 

A joint resolution requiring the government to relinquish its 
title to two lots in the town of Quintana. ` 

An act to change the name of Mary Nettle, and for other pur- 
poses, 

An act to change the name of .Henry Smith, and for other 
purposes. 

A bill for the relief of John Morris. 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives and President of the Senate, and were, on the 15th instant, 
presented to the President of the Republic for his approval. 

B, RUSH WALLACH, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

The committee on Military Affairs, W. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Captain John O Hays, re- 
peported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of L. S. Hargous, reported the same back to the House 
and recommended its passage. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of the Mier prisoners, reported the same back to the House 
with amendments, and recommended its passage ; which reports 
and bills were laid on the table to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

The committee on Internal Improvements, J. H. Moffett, 
chairman, to whom: was referred the petition of Sundry citizens 
of Brazoria and Matagorda, reported the same back to the House 
with a bill authorizing the erection of gates on public roads 
passing through plantations ;. read a first time. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, H. McLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the memorials of Surgeon T. P. Anderson, 
and Lieutenants A. Irvin Lewis and G. O. Bunner, reported a 
bill for their relief; read a first time. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Norman Hurd, reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

The committee on Military Affairs, W. G. Cooke; chairman, 
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to whom. was` referred the petition of O. B. Acklen and C.R. 
Perry, reported a bill fox:their relief; read a,first time. ae 
‘The committee-on Naval Affairs, H. McLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Charles Power, reported a bill 
for his relief; read a first time. © -> Eog 

The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush. Wallace, one of 
the. committee, to whom was reterred the bill to amend and al- 
ter the laws relating to courts and settlement. of successions, re- 
ported the same back to the House :with amendments, and 
recommended its passage ; which was laid on the table to come 
up amoug the orders of the day. l 

The select committee, W. K. Cooke, chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition of John Karner, reported a bill for his re- 
lief; read a first time. 

The select committee, B. Rush Wallace, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Clementine G. Holman,reported un- 
favorably, on account of the absence of the necessary informa- 
tion upon the subject; which report was adopted. 

Mr. Perkins, by leave introduced a bill for the relief of Mil- 
ton Hicks ; read a first time. 

Mr. Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill for the reliefof R. G. 


. Hall; read a first time 


Mr. Jones of G., by leave, introduced a bill requiring the 
President. to appoint one additional Notary Public for the county 
of Gonzales; read a first time. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, H. MeLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Leander. Wescott, reported a 
bill for his relief; read a first time, 

Mr. Jones of G. , by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of” 
Francis Berry and Esther Clark: read a first time. 

Mr. Moffett, by leave, introduced a bill relating to land dues ; 
read a first time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing. the 
House that the committee on Public Lands had been instructed 
to act in conjunction with alike committee on the part of the 
House, upon the bill to re-organize the General Land Office ; 
and of the passage ofa bill to repeal certain portions of an act 
concerning conveyances, approved 5th February, 1840—a bill 
to regulate. the venue in certain cases, of a criminal character— 
and a bill to amend the 4th and 5th sections of an act, approved 
January 27th, 1842, which act .was supplementary to an act to 
raise a. Eon by impost datos, jaca esa 5th, 1840. 
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Mr, Willidins presented the petition of Eliza Y. Hopson, whick 
was referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Speaker, (Lewis of Montgomery,). presented a map of the 
United States, Texas, Mexico and California, from Col. Thos.. 
Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the General Land Office, for the 
use of the House of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the map was ordered to be hung 
up in the Hall of Representatives. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk transmit to Thos. Wm. Ward 
the thanks of the House, forthe map of Texas and the con- 
tiguous territories thereto, which he has furnished this body ; 
adopted. 

The joint committee on Public Lands, Isaac Parker and.Geo. 
Sutherland, chairmen, to whom was referred the bill to re-or-. 
ganize the General Land Office, reported the same baek to the 
House with amendments, and recommendedits passage ; which 
report and bill were laid on the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. 

The select committee, B. Rush Wallace, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of D. W. Gilbert, and others, reported 
a bill for their relief; read a first time. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill amendatory of the several acts relative to fraudulent 
land certificates, with the amendments cf the Senate was taken 
up, and the amendments concurred in. 

The bill to confer rights of citizenship on Farley Cordray 
was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Parker moved to take up the bill for thereliet of Wm. 
Bryan ; lost. 

Mr. Speaker, (Lewis of Montgomery,) moved to take up the 
general appropriation bill ; lost. 

Mr. Erath moved'to takeup the resolution to adjourn sine die. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Dunn, Erath, Hardin, 
Henderson,. Johns, Johnson of Shelby, Jones of San Patricio, 
Means, Millican, Moffett, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth. 
of Jasper and Truit—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, 
Cunningham, Ford, Gage, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gonza- 
les; Lewis, McFarlane, Mcleod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Per- 
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kins, Róbinson, Sutherland, Smith óf Fannin, eee and Wil- 
Jiams—20 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Johns moved to take up the bill for the establishment. of 

atrols; lost, 

The ‘bill to provide for the collectoral district of Soda Lake 
was taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Jarret Menefee, was read 
a third time and passed. 

The committee on Public Lands, R. M. Williamson, one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of 
John Sutherland, reported the same back to the House and re- 
commended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. “Williamson, the bill was taken up and or- 

dered to be engrossed. j 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule ; lost, 

The bill making an appropriation for the outstanding Habil- 
ities for Indian purposes, was taken up and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Erath; “the 2d section was stricken out. 

‘On motion of Mr. Erath, the word “ two” was stricken out of 
the 3d section. 

The Ayes and Noes were called on the passage of the vill, 
and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of B., Cooke of 
R., Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, John- 
son of G., Johnson of S., Jones of B. P., Mabry, Millican, Mof 
fett, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J. 
Truit, Wallace and Williamson—-26. 

Noes—Messrs. Cunningham, Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Meaus, Menefee, | Smith of F, and Wallace—9. 

The bill for ‘the location of the seat of Government by the 
people of Texas, was taken up and read a third time. 

Mr. Williams moved the previous question—shall the main 
question be now put ?—was put and earried. 

The main question being the passage of the bill, the Ayesand 
Noes were called, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Erath, Ford, Gage, Johnson oft Gol iad, Johnson of Shelby, 
Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patri iejo, Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Ro- 
binson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wal- 
lace and Williams—28. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, 
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Dunn, Hardin, Henderson, Johs Millican; Pasker, Sadler ad 
Williamson—1L1. 
So the bill passed. 
The committee on Engrossed Bills, ee the following Ye- 
port, to wit: 
CoMmMITTEE Room, | 
January 16, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined and found 
correctly engrossed a joint resolution changing the sessions of 
the District Court in Washington county. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
. One of the Committee. 


Adopted. 

On motion ‘of Mr. Williamson, the bill changing the ses. 
sions of the District Court in ‘Washington county, was taken 
up, read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr, Robinson the bill -to alter the times of hold- 
ing the District Courts in the first Judicial District, was taken 
up on its second reading, and on motion of Mr. Robinson, Te. 
ferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. McLeod, Par- 
ker, McFarlane, Lewis and Perkins, 

The bill granting to settlers on vacant public domain pre- 
emption privileges, was read a third time, and,on motion of Mr. 
Williamson, referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill for the relief of heirs 
of John Williams was taken up, ‘and passed to its third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Wm. Bryan was read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. Cazneau moved to adjourn until 10 0 clock to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. ‘McLeod moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

The ‘Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, -Cooke of Robert- 
son, Dunn, Ford, Johns, McFarlane, McLeod, Menefee, Mot- 
fett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson,. Sutherland, ‘Wallace and Wib 
liamson—16. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland,: Brath, Gae, Hardin, 
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Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby; Jones of Gonzales, Lew- 
is, Mabry, Means, Millican, Parker, Sadler, Scott, Smith of F., 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit and Williams—19. 

Motion lost. ame ee 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 
Qo’clock, ~ 

The Ayes and Noes being called stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robert- 
son, Dunn, Ford, Johns, ‘Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Moffett, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, 
Sutherland, Wallace and Williamson—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Erath, Gage, Hardin, 
Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G., Lewis, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Sadler, Scott, Smyth of Jasper, Truit and Wil- 
liams—-17. 

So the House adjourned. 


Fripav, January 17, 9 o’clock, a. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by. the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, Cunningham, 
Krath, Gage, Hardin, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, 
Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, 
Moffett, Parker, Perkigs, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Suth- 
erland, Smith of Pantin, Smyth ‘of Jasper, Truit, Wallace, 
Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. ` 2 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of B. J. Thompson, which 
was referred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Wal- 
lace, Scott and Sadler. -~ 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry ehair- 
man, to whom was teferred the petition of L. C. Stanley, re- 
ported i in favor of giving him the articles, (except.the portrait of 
Washington,).upon which. he: ee oe whieh report 
was'adopidd, 12.00 Me in 

The same-committee, to ae was referred ‘the petition of 
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m. Haddon, reported: unfavorably for :the want of: vouchers ; i 


ee report was adopted.. . 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition, of 
R. S. Neighbors, reported unfavorably on account of..the Ar~ 
chives being at Austin ; which report was adopted. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Levi Jourdan, reported unfavorably, for the want.of ‘evidence ; 
which report was adopted. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill for the 
reliefof Mary Chase, reported the bill back to the House, and 
recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the Lill was taken up and order- 
ed to be engrossed. 

The same committee, to whom’ was referred the petition of 
W. A. Farris, reported unfavorably, on account of its being em- 
braced in the general appropriation bill; which report was 
adopted. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of R. P. Jones, which was 
referred to the select committee to whom was referred the me- 
morial ofsundry citizens of Galveston and Harris counties. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report: 


ComMITTeE Room, 
January 17, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint reso- 
lution for the relief of John Sutherland, and find the same -cor- 


rectly engrossed. 
l i _ WM. L. CAZNEAU, l 
One: ‘of the Committee. 

Report adopted. 

The committee on Finance, Geo. W. TEN Chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill appro pieng ine arrea! taxto o county 
purposes. 

A bill to abolish the duty on certain uS 

A resolution instructing them to take into consideration -the 
expediency of appropriating a certain portion of she direct tax, 
in each ‘and every county, for the payment of costs whieh have 
already accrued, in the. District Courts, against:the Republic., 

A joint resolution to reduce the n duty to Pr cent, 
ad valorém. Me acts saves ssc) ea 2b lhc ene es 


as easel 


The “bill: fou. the taising of a county revenne, and.for other 
purposes—and a bill concerning.the eellection and payment of 
the direct taxes, reported the same back to the House, and. beg- 
ged to bedischarged from the further consideration of the-same ; ; 
which report and bills were laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day, 

Mr. Hardin, by leave, inirodated a bill ey antiag land to emi- 
grants; read a first time. ; 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The joint resolntion to adjourn sine die was taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. Scurry, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Hrath, the Senate’s resolution to adjourn 
sine die was taken up. 

Mr. Henderson moved to fill the blank with 3d of February. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, a call of the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Mr, Bourland was excused, on ac- 
count of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. Hrath, a committee was appointed to re- 
ceive the votes of absentees. 

Messrs, Hrath, Cazneau and Johnson of S., were appointed 
said committee, 

On motion, Mr. Williams was waded to the committee. . 

On motion ‘of Mr. Scurry. the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the resolution was laid on the table 
until Monday next. » 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the vote referring the bill granting 
to settlers on vacant public domain pre-emption privileges was 
re- ee and bill withdrawn from the committee and pas- 
se 

The resolution concerning the orders of the day was 
taken up, and,.on motion of Mr. Robinson, laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of John Sutherland, was read a third 
time and passed. . 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John Williams, was read 
a third time and. passed. 

The bill to provide for carrying the publie mails ftom April 
Ist, 1845, to April Ist, 1846, and establishing: mail routes and 
rates a postage, éue., WAS Tead a second timp, and, on motion of 
Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Post oflices and Past 
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The joint resolution to rescind the joint resolution fixing the 
salary of the Clerk óf the Supreme Court, was taken up on its 
second reading, __ 

Mr. Gage moved to lay it on the table, until the 10th of Feb- 
ruary. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B., Erath, Gage, Jones of 
G., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Ogden, Perkins, Robin- 
son, Sadler, Scott, Smith of F., Smyth of J. and Truit—17. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cunningham, Ford, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of S. 
P., Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Sutherland, Wallace, Williams 
and Williamson—16. ' 

So the bill was laid on the table, 

The bill to authorize defendants to plead a partial failure of 
consideration, was taken up on its second reading, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Mr. Cazneau offered a resolution to adjourn sine die, on the 
27th instant; read and laid on the table one day for further con- 
sideration. 

The bill to provide for carrying the public mail from Frank- 
lin, in Robertson county, to Crockett, in Houston county, was 
taken up on its second reading, and the substitute of the com- 
mittee adopted ; and, on motion of Mr. Erath, ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The bill to prohibit the sales of donations of land to Col- 
leges, under eight years, was taken up with the unfavorable re- 

ort of the committee on Education; and, on motion of Mr. 
Gage, the report was adopted. 

The bill to incorporate the Trinity University was read a se- 
cond time; and, on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the com- 
mittee on Education. l 

The bill for the relief of G. W. Miller, was read a second time, 
and, on motion of Mr. Henderson, ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Ricker, Jr., was taken up on 
its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of S. B. Giles, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, and on motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered to be 
engrossed. - = 0 > oo na ; wt 

The bill supplementary to an act to regulate proceedings 1n 


t 


i 
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civil suits, was taken up on-its second reading, with the substi- 
tute of the committee. 

Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill and substitute. ge 

The Ayes and Noes were called thereon, and stood as fol- 
lows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Erath, Hardin, Jones 
of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, Smith 
of F. and Williamson—12. 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Ford, Gage, 
Henderson, Johnson of G., Johnson of S. , McFarlane, McLeod, 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, 
Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace and eae 

So the motion was lost. 

The substitute was adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Scurry moved to lay it on the table until the Ist March. 

Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Cooke of Bexar, Erath, Ford, Har- 
din, Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., 
Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Ogden, Parker, Perkins, Robinson, 
Scurry and Williamson—18. 

Noes-—Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Gage, 
Henderson, McLeod, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Sad- 
ler, Scott, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Wallace and 
Willianis—17. 

Mr. Ogden moved a re-consideration of the vote just taken, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a call of the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of F., the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. Mm. 


3 o'clock P. M, 


House met; roll called; a quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. ‘Robinson, the call of the PONSE was sus- 


pended. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Ogden’s motion to re-con- 
sider was laid on the table. í 


Mr. Scott moved to re-consider. the vote laying the joint re- 
solution to rescind the joint resolution fixing a salaty for the 
Clerk of the Supreme Court,.on the table. 

. On motion of Mri Gage; the motion to-re- Goni was . laid 
on the table, 


a. 


“The bill to-regulate,. impart, the location of land claims, was 
taken up on its second reading, with the unfavorable report. of 
the committee on Public Lands, and. the report adopted. 

The bill to provide for altering the attachment laws, éc., was 
taken up, read-a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Menefée, 
referred to the committee on ‘the J udiciary. 

The bill for the benefit of De Kalb College was taken üp on 
its second reading, and, on. motion of Mr. Scurry, ordered to be 
engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of James Morgan, was read a second 
time, and, on motion of Mr. McLeod, referred,to a select com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. McLeod, McFarlane and Smyth 
of Jasper. 

The bill for the benefit of Rusk county, came up on its se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, offered the following amendment ; 

« Provided the said land shall not be located in Povon coun- 
ty ;” lost. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was ordered to je engross- 
ed.. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Houston College, 
came up on its second reading. and, on motion of Mr. William- 
son, ordered to be engrossed, 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Victoria College came 
up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Cunningham, 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the. relief of Captain 
John C. Hays was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, and 
the bill read a third time and passed. 

The biil for the protection of the Northern Frontier, was ta- 
ken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Erath, laid 
on the table. 

The bill prescribing the routine of military duty, and for other 


purposes, was taken up on its second reading, with the amend- ` 


ments of the committeeon Military Affairs; which ameridments 
were adopted, and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill forthe relief of George Simpton was taken up on 
its second reading, and, on motion ot Mr. ya oeniens ondered 
to be engrossed. PEET 

The bill to amend the several: acts. relating to the. Post Office 
Department, was read a second time, and, 1on motiow: of Mr, 
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MelLeod; referred -to the committee om the State of the Repub- 


ic. 4 
The bill to legalize certain surveys, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, and, on motion of Mr. Scurry, laid on the table: 
The bill making amr appropriation for the payment of the 
claims of Messrs, Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, was taken 
up on its second reading, and, on motion, ordered to be engross- 


The bill to provide for the issuance of patents to assignees, 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Williamson moved the engrossment: 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay it on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Erath, offered an amendment. 

Mr. Ford moved to refer the bill and amendment to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ; lost. 

Mr. Erath moved to re-consider the vote just taken. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the vote to re-consider and the 
bill were laid on the table. .. 

The bill to change in part the time of holding the District 
Court in the 5th Judicial District, was read a second time, and, 
on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the J udi- 
clary. 

The bill for the relief of W. D. Thomason was read a second 
time, and on motion of Mr. Scott, referred to the committee on 
Public Lands. 

The bill for the relief of Horatio McHanks, was taken up on 
its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered 
to be engrossed, 

The bill to repeal the 14th section of an act to raise a revenue 
by direct taxation, approved 16th January, 1840, was read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Ford, referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of Jasper, the bill to repeal the Ex- 
chequer system, &c., was taken up, and made the special or der 
of the day for to- -morrow, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

The bill to make the Secretary of the Senate.an annual offi- 
cet, was taken up on its second reading, with the two reports of 
the:committee on Retrenchment. 

: Mr. Williarason moved to lay the reports on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr, Means, the bill aad reports were laid on the 
table until Ist of March. . 

"she bill for the relief of Adolphus Sterne, wastaken - up on its 
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second réading;and, on motion of Mr. Williamson, ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill supplementary to the several acts on impost dines l 
was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., the word “ paid” was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Scurry offered an amendment, which was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that they had concurred in the amendments to the bill 
providing for the location of the seat of government by the peo- 

le. 
ù And of the passage ofa bill for the relief of A. B, Shelby, 
with amendments. 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the contingent expenses ofthe eighth Con- 
gress, with amendments. 

And a bill for the relief of Mary Lawson Williams. 

- The bill for the relief of John R. Taylor, administrator of the 
estate of William Nelson, was taken up on its second reading, 
and on motion of Mr. Scott, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning 10 o'clock. 


SATURDAY, Jan. 18, 10 o’clock, a.m 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of Gs 
Johnson, S., Jones ‘of G. , Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod,. Mabry, 
Menefee, Millican, Moffatt, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J; ‘Trait, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present; Journals-of the preceding: day read and 
adopted, 
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‘A message. was receivéd fram.the Senate, ‘informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill ta provide for taking the 
Census of the Republic. * 

- The select committee, H. McLeod, chairman, to whom, was 
yeferred.. the bill for the relief of Jamès Morgan, reported the 
same back to the House (verbally,) with amendments, and re- 
commended its passage; which report and bill were laid on the 
table to come’ up. among the orders of the day. ~ 

The committee on ‘Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port: 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 18, 1845. - 


To the Honorabie John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the Fouse of Representatives : 

The committee on Emgrossed Bills have examined a bill for 

the relief of Mary Chase, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 
Adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Millican, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The resolution to adjourn sine die, on the 27th instant, was 
taken up. 

Mr. Henderson moved to strike out “ 27th instant,” and insert . 
3d February.” 

A division of the question being called. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the question to strike out, 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Krath, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, John- 
son ee Moffett, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Trait and William- 
son— 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Gage, Johnson of G., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., 
Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Milli ican, 
Ogden, Perkins, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J. 
and Wallace—23. 

' So:the question on striking out was laste 

Mr. Scott moved to lay the resolution on the table; lost 

The resolution was then adopted. 
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The bill for the relief of A. B..Shelby, was taken up, ‘and the 
amendments of the Senate adopted. 

The bill making an appropriation for the payment of the out: 
standing liabilities of the contingent expenses of the eighth Con- 
gress, was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate adopted. 

T'he bill for the relief of Mary Chase was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill supplementary to an actto open and establish a Na- 
tional Read, approved 5th Feb. 1844, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, with the amendment of the committee, which 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re Te- 


port: 


COMMITTEE Koom, 
January 18, 1845. 


To the Hon. John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Exngrossed Bilis have examined : 
A bill to establish andi incorporate the Victoria College. 
A. bill for the relief of Sawl B. Giles; 
A joint resolution for the relief of George W. Miller ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of Sam’l Ricker, Jr. ; 
A bill for the benefit of De Kalb College ; 
A bill supplementary to an act in relation to common schools 
and academies, and to provide for securing the lands formefly 
appropriated for the purposes of education, “approved Feb. 5th, 
1840, supplementary to an act appropriating certain lands for 
the establishment of a general system of education, approved 
Jan. 26th, 1839; 
A joint resolution for the relief of Capt. John C. Hays; 
A bill for the relief of George Simpton ; l 
A bill prescribing the routine of military duty and other pur- 
poses ; 
A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the claim 
of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson for engraving ; 
A bill suppleme entary to the several acts relating t to'impost 
duties; and, 
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Á jóintresolution for the rehaf. of Horatie. McHanks ; and 
find the same correctly engrossed, 


nip WILLIAM Ł. CAZNEAU, 
| ` One of the majority of the Committee. 


Adopted. - 
The committee on Enrolled Bills made the followng report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 18, 1845. 


To the Honorable Joha M. Lewis, 
. Speaker of the House of Raa ves $- 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and found 
correctly enrolled the following bills : 

An act to incorporate the town of Boston ; 

An act to authorize the re-organization of Refugio and San 
Patricio counties ; 

An act to'restore land sold for taxes to the original owners ; 

i And, amw aet to confer the rights of citizenship on Early Cor- 
ray. 

E A signed by the Speaker ofthe House of Represen- 
fatives and President of the Senate, and werte, this day, present- 
ed to the President of the Republic for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Frank 8. Early. 
which was referred to aselect committee consisting of Messrs. 
Cazneau, Cooke of B. and Sutherland; 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Simpson Holloway, 
which was referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs, 
Wallace, Johnson of S. and Moffett. 

Mr, Cooke of R., presented the petition of Jarret Ridgeway, 
which was referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Williams moved a re-consideration of the vote laying the 
> on the table, making the Secretary of the Senate an annual 
officer. 

On motion of Mr, Henderson,.the motion to re-consider was 
laid on the table, 

The bill to repeal the Exohaguer system, &e. a was taken up, 
it being the special order of the day, for to-day at 11 o’elock,. 


a 
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“On: ‘motion of. Mr. Williatison, the amendments of. Messrs, 
Robinson and Smith of F. were laid on- the table. © 2: 

Mr. Williamson moved to'amend, by striking out the 5th 
section. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was laid on the table until 
Tuesday next, 11 o'clock, a. m. 

The bill for the benefit ofj jurors, was taken up on its second 
reading, and the amendment of the committee, to strike out the 
words “have or” adopted; and the bill ordered to be engrossed, 


On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read a ` 


third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of Jy the general appropriation bill 
was taken up. — 

Mr. Gage moved to lay it on the table, and make it the special 
order of the day for Monday next, l1 o ‘clock, A.M, 

Mr. Sutherland moved to have 150 copies printed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, it was made the special order of 
the day for Tuesday, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

The question on printing was put and lost. 

The bill to authorize the transportation of goods coastwise, 
was taken up. 

Mr. McLeod moved to strike out the word “ that,” after “ Feb- 
ruary ;” and after the words “bond on,” strike out “another,” 
and insert “a;” adopted. 

Mr. McLeod moved the engrossment, 

Mr. Henderson offered an amendment, 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill and amendment were re- 


ferred to the committee on Finance. 
On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the House adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. mM. ) 


3 o’clock, P. M. 


House met; roll called; quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the bill providing for and 
regulating arbitrations and references was taken up, "read a se- 
cond time, and referred to the committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, by leave, introduced a bill to regu- 
late the practice and charge. of Physicians; read a first time. 

The select committee, John H. Moffett, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Thomas Cozy reported a bill for his 
relief: read a first. times , 
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-Rha bibo: provide forthe issuance df Papena te ies ae 
was taken npon its Second reading.’ -7 TE oe ae 

Mr, Firathoffered: ain ‘amendtnertt, ‘to’ wits air additional SEC- 
tion, which was adopted: and the -bill ordered to be engrossed: 

The’ bill forthe relief of ‘Basil Dearbon, was eae? on its 
second reading. 

Mr. ‘Smith of E, moved its indefinite postponement ; losti 
and the bill was orderęd;to. be.engrossed. 

Mr. Johns, by leave, introduced a bill to repeal in part an act 
requiring the collection of 5 pér cent. duties on goods imported on 
foreign bottoms; read a first time. ^ À 

M Jones of, S. P., moved & suspension:ot the rile; lost; - 

Mr.:Henderson, by leave,: introduced a bill to exempt -the 
steam ship “Johns. McKim” from tonnage duty ; read a first 
time. 

The select cothmittee; B. Push Wallace, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of B. J. Thompson, reported a bill for 
his relief; read a first time, l 

The bill for the relief of George W. Charles, and A. H. Se- 
vier, was taken up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
Robinson, ordered to be engrossed. 

The. bill for the relief of certain. -persons therein named, was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Truit moved its engrossment. 

Mr. Cunningham moved its reference to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts; carried, 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas R. Towns- 
end, deceased, was read a second time,“ aad, on motion of Mr.. 
Smyth of Jasper, referred fò the committee on Public Lands: 

Mr. Wallace presented the accounts of T. G. Breocks, which 
avas referred to the-commilttee on Olaims and Acceunts. ~ 

The bill to incorporate the town-of Huntsville, was read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Speaker, (Lewis of Montgo- 
mery,) passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee,- the motion to te-consider the vate 
rejecting the bill.to regulate the proceedings in civil suits was 
taken up, and the House refused to reconsider the vote. 

The bill for the relief of Alexander Stephenson, was read a 
second time, and, on motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, refers 
red tg the commmittes;on Claims and“Accounts. -` ap 

-The bill amendatory of an:actregulating fees of office, e, 
was read- a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Menetees. netersed 
toithe:comanittee on. the: Judiviary.i, Naty ee ss. HE 
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On. motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill to pievend exerutors, ad 
ministr ators, &c, from trading: for. any debt, clabm er demand 
against the estates of their testators or.intestates, was taken up 
from the table and placed ameng the orders of the day.. . 

' The committee on Engrossed Bills. made the following report: 


~ COMMITTEE Room, 
January 18, 1845.. ? 


fo the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined a joint 
resolution for the relief of “Adolphus ‘Sterne, and find the same 
correctly engrossed.. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 


Report adopted. 

The bill to authorize Levy. A. McLaughlin to establish a 
Ferry, was’ taken up on its second reading, and, on mation of 
Mr. Scott, ordered.to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill to prevent executors, administrators, &c., iow pur- 
chasing or trading for any debt, elaim or demand against the 
estates “of their testators or intestates, and for other, purposes, 

was taken upon its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. 
Wallace, ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella T. Scott, was taken up on. 
its second. reading, and. ordered to be engr osred. 

The bill for the reliefof Memucan Hunt was taken up, and, 
on motion of Mr. McLeod, laid on the table. 

Fhe bill to repeal in part and amend an act repealing.in part 
and amending an act for the incorporation of the city of Gal- 
veston, approved February 5th, 1844, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, and, on motion of Mr. McLeod, ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill to charter the Nacogdoches University, was talelt 
up on its second reading, and, on motion of Mr. Bora ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The bill for the relief of Abel Mongar, was taker up on. ‘its 
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second reading, and on motion of Mr. Sutherland, ordered to'be 
engrossed. 
"The bill for the relief of William Legare, wastaken u p on its 


~ second reading, with the unfavorable report of the committee on 


Public Lands, which report was adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until Mon- 
day morning 10 o'clock. ` 


Monpay; January 20, 10 o’clock A. Me 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
lain; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names 

Messrs. Speaker, Cooke- of B., Cunningham, Dunn, Ford, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, ' Johnson of G. , Johnson of S., 
Jones of G., Jones of S. P. Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scurry, Suther- 
land, Smyth of J., Trait Wallace and Williams. 

A quorum present ; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. 

Mr. McLeod presented the memorial of Charles B. Snow, 
which was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

. Mr. McLeod presented the petition of Edmund Mullen,which 
was referred to the committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio, presented the petition of E. Mce- 
Lean, which was referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Jarret Ridgeway, reported 


| unfavorably ; report adopted. 


The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the re- 
lief of certain persons therein named, reported the same back 
recommending its indefinite postponement. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of Alexander Stephenson, reported the same back to the 
House and recommended its passage; which reports and ‘bills 
were laid on the table to 'come up among the orders of the day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Wm. Bryan, topono a bill for his relief; read a first time. 
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The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
James C. Eccles, reported unfavorably ; adopted. 

The committee on Naval Affairs, H. McLeod, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill establishing a Light-House at Paso 
Cavallo, reported the same back to the House and recommended 
its passage., ` s 

The committee on Military Affairs, Wm. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the message of the President, in relation 
to the proceedings of the Naval Court Martial, with ‘the accom- 
panying documents from the War and Marine Department, re- ` 
ported the following resolution : 

Be it Resolved by the Honse of Representatives, That the 
President be requested to dismiss .M. C, Harnilton, Chief Clerk 
in the Department of War and Marine, and acting Secretary of 
War, for indecorons language towards this House; laid on the 
table one day for farther consideration. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill to provide 
for the national defence by organizing the militia, reported the 
same back tothe House and recommended its passage, 

The committee-on Education,- W. R Seurry, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to incorporate the Trinity University, 
reported the same back to the House and recommended its pas- 
sage; which reports and hills were laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The same committee ta whom was referred the resolution in- 
structing said committee to enquire into the propriety of locating 
the two Universities or Colleges contemplated by an act, ap- 
proved January 26th, 1839, reported that the situation of the 
western country is such that it wonid be imprudent to make a 
permanent location of the western University at present. For 
the location of the eastern University, they reported a bill for 
that purpose; read a first time. 

The committee on Pubiic Lands, Geo. Sutherland, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Daniel R. J ackson, reported 
a bill for his relief; read a first time 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the rule was suspended, 
and bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the rule was further sus- 
pended, bill read a third time and passed. 

The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jeremiah Latham, reported a bill for his relief; read 
a first time. 
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On nidtion- of Mr: -Means;, the rule was suspended, and bit 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Means, the rule was farther suspended pilt 
‘read a third time and passéd. ` 

The same committee to whom was referred: the petition of 
William Lakey, reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

The committee on Post Offices and Post Roads, William Mene- 
fee, one of the committee to whom was referred the bill to pro- 
vide for carrying the public mails fram April 1st 1845, to April 
lst 1846, and establishing routes and rates of postage, &c. re- 
ported the same back to ‘the House and recommended its pas- 

sage, with amendments; which report and bill were laid on the 
table to come u p among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, B. Rush Wallace, chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Simpson Holloway, reported a bill 
for his relief; read a first.time. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, introduced a. bill for the relief of 
James Reily ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second tiine, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Robinson, by leave, introduced a bill to amend an act to 
incorporate the Brazos Caual Company read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a second time; and, on motion of Mr. Robinson, referred 
to a select committee consisting of Messrs. McLeod, Perkins and 
Lewis of Austin. . 

Mr. McFarlane, by leave, intreduced'a` bill to incorporate the 
Matagorda University ; ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and referred to.the committee on Education. 

Mro-Johnson of Shelby, by leave, introduced a bill supplemen- 
tary to an act to establish the eastern boundary line of Rusk 
county, and for other purposes; read a-first time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Johnson. of Shelby, the rulé was suspended, 
and bill read a second time. 

Mr. Scott. moved its reference to. the committee on County 
Boundaries ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson'of Shelby, the rule was susporided, 
bill read a third time and passed. - , OF 

A message was received from the 5 Senate; nor the 
House of the passage of ; 
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% A bill tocontinwe inforce anact for the relief of the. on cree 
of lots in the city of Austin, and upon the town tract adjoining ; 
7 A bill for-the relief of the heirs of Joseph English ;. 

A bill for the relief of John Sutherland ; 

A bill for the relief of depopulated counties ; : 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the drafts 
of Josiah G. Beatty, and others; ` 

A bill for the relief of J. C. Neill, with amendments ; 3 

A joint resolution for the relief of H. P. Bee, with amend- 
ments ; 

A bill to incorporate the Galveston Lyceum, with sient 
ments ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of James W. Wauhop, with 
amendments ; 

A bill supplementary to an act entitled an act defining the 
duties of the officers of the Treasury Department, approved 5th 
February, 1840, with amendments ; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Elisha Roberts ; 

A bill for the relief of William Moffitt, and others, ; 

A bill for the relief of John Gregg ; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. M. Harrison ; 

A bill for the relief of Bertholet Heald & Co; 

And, a bill for the reliet of John.G, Tod. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the bill for the relief 
of J. C. Neill was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill for the relief of Milton 
Hicks was taken up. read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the vote making the general 
appropriation bill the special order of the. day for’ Thursday, at 
11 o’clock, was re considered. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the general appropriation bill 
was taken up. 

Qn motion of Mr. Robinson, the House resolved eek into a 
committee of the whole upon the said mi, 

: Mr. Robinson in the chair; i 

The committee rose, reported prow ress and asked leave to 
sit again. 
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Mri Mcleodimeved ty adjourn until 3 oclock, P. m3 lost. 
On-nintion Of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until hæf 
past 2 o'clock, P. m. 
; ; CETE E EN 
r: on eF a ia y Malf past. olola, P. M. 


House, rivet + roll called | aaran presente: i 

On motion of Mr. Robinson; the House again resolved itself 
inta a committee of the whole: upon : the general SpEepnenes 
bill~Mr. Robinson in the-chair. ~. 

A.message was announced from: the Senate, 

The Speaker took the chair, and received- the message ; 
which was; that the Senate had passed a joint resolution “for 
the relief of T. Jefferson Chambers, 

The Speaker dia and the committee resumed their la- 
bors. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the committee arose, report- 
ed progress, and: begged leave to sit again ; report adopted. 

Mr. Scurry moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 18 
o'clock ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the House adjourned until seven 
clock, P. M. 


7 o'clock, P: m. 


` House met; roll alen: : quorum present. 
The committee on Hugrossed Bills, made the following ze- 
ports, to wit: e : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
‘January 19, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of. Representatives : R 

The. committee om Kngrossed Bills have examined, a bill to 
allow a defendant to plead a partial failure of consideratiqn— 
also, a bill for the relief of Isabella "T. Scott—also,a bilk for: the 
relief ot Abel Mosgamsalsa,,a bill to-authorize Levy A. Mc- 
Laughlin:,to-estaplishra, ferhy—-also,,a bill: to. establish andain- 
corporate;the Housten Gollege—and, find. the. same conrad} ly en- 
gtossed. Whe eh Me igo h t oc Er 
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pete © aes Mii adie e d i 
> pr eee at ‘diction 20, 186. 
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To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, a bill 
supplementary to an act to open: and establish a National Road, 
approved 5th Febraary, 1844—also,; a bill ‘for ‘the benefit of 
Jurors—also, a-bill to prévent:administrators; executors, Ks; 
from purchasing or trading for any ‘debt against the estate of 
their testators or intestates, and for other. purposes—-also, a bill 
to provide for the isstrance of patents to assignees—also, a bill 
to'repeal in part and amend aii act, repealing in part and amend- 
jng an actentitled an act for the corporation of the city of Gal- 
veston, approved Feb. 5th, 1844—also, a bill to establish a cer- 
tain mail route—also, a joint resolution for the relief George W, 
Charles and A. H. Sevier—also, a. joint résolution for the “relief 
of Basil Dearborn—and find the same correctly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 


Reports adopted. 

Mr, Smith of Fannin offered the following. resolution : 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is bereby, au- 
thorized to pay to B. M. Hatfield, one htmured:and fifty doilars 
out of the contingent funds, appropri: ted “by the. present Con- 

gress for fitting up and furnishing a comfortable : room for the 
use of the House of Representatives of the eighth Congress, and 
that this resolution take effect from and after its passage. 

Adopted. be 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, a bill for the relief of H. L. Kin- 
ney, was taken up, and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham. the House again resolved 
itself into a committee of the Whole on the general appropria: 
tion bill. 3 

Mr. Robinson in the chair. - Pig araa A 
' After sometime spent therein, the committee rose, and reported 
the bill back to the House with ‘sundry amendments, and rečni- 
mended their adoption, and the passage of the bill, tard" asked 
that they be asc bated “ah a further consideration of thé bill; 


discharge granted, a , 
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“On niotion of Mis C Caineany: the House ‘adjoumed until to- 
morrow. fnerning halfipast 9-o’elock. a 
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so ` Turspay, January 21, half past 9 o’clock, A. m. 
The Henge met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 

Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- 

swered to their Hames: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Fexar, Cooke of R., 
Dann, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johns, Johison of Goliad, 
Johnson’ of Shelby, ‘Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millicau, Moffett, ‘Perkins, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutflerland, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace, 
Williams and Williamson.. 

A quorum present; Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted. 

The committee on Finance, George. W. Smyth chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to repeal the 1l4tn section ofan act 
to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, approved 16th Jan- 
uary, 1840, reported the same back to the House by sutstitate, 
and recommended i iis passage. 

The same committee, to whom was ‘referred the bill. for the 
relief:of James Reiley, reported the same back to the House, 
and recommendeédtits passage. 

' "Phe committee on Education, Wm. R. Senrry chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to incorporate the Matagorda Uni- 
versity, reported te same back to House, and reconimended its 
passage. > 

Which reports i bills were laid on | the table fo come up 
‘among thé orders of the day. 

The committee on Public Lands, George Sntherland chair- 
‘wan, to whom- was referred the bill for the benefit of Milton 
Hicks, reported the same back to the eee and eecommenced 
its passage. ` 

~ Oni motion of Mr: Bobinson the bill was taken up; and or- 
dered tc be engrossed. 


OED 


- Ou motion of Mi. Perkins,. the ire’ was: suspended,” and the 
pill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Henderson, by leave, ixitraduced. a bill to incorporate the 
Texas Cotton and Woollen. Manufacturing. Company; read a 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Mabry, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read a second time, and referred to the committee on Inter- 
nal Improvements. 

The select committee, H. McLeod chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill to amend an act to ‘incorporate the Brazos Ca- 

nal Company, reported the same back to the House, with a sub- 
stitute, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson; the substitate was taken up and 
adopted, and`on his motion, ordered to be engrossed, 

Ou motion of Mr. Robinson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

The select committee, Wim, L. Cazneau chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of Frank S. Early, reported a bill for 
his relief; which was read a first lime, 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a secoud time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

The committee on Public Lands, George Sutherland chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill for the reliefof the heirs of 
Thomas R.'Townsend, reported, the same back to the House, 
and recommended its passage. 

Which report and bill were laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Mabry offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sum of- sixty dollars be appropriated, 
payable out of the contingent fund of the House ot Representa 
tives for the pay of mileage due S. L. Jones, by resolution of 
the members of the eighth Congress, 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Gage presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
north of Na cogdoches county, which was referred to-a select 
committee, consisting of Messrs. Gage, Moffett and PAYIN of 
Jasper. 

air. Mabry, by leave, jnerodaced a, bill for the relief of Robert 
Pace; which was reada first timé,.. 

On motion of Mr, Henderson, the rule was suspended. and 
the bill read a second time, and Tefetied, to the a p on 
Finance. Ka PAN A, 
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` Mr, Mokeod, by leave, introduced a bill to.abolishi the office 
of Superintendant of Indian Affairs ;. reada fimsttime, 7 a ' 
On motion of Mr. MeLéod, the tale was suspended, and.‘the 
‘pill read a second time; and. " referrer to: ‘thé. p es dn, the 
State of the Republic. 
On motion of Mr. Johns, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill making an appropriation for the support of govern- 
ment, was taken up with the amendments of the committee of 
the whole House. 

Ist Amendment ; “ porter hire”_« one half for. Treasury 
Department and Bureaus, to be under the control of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and the balance for the other Departments 
under the control of the Secretary of State ;” adopted 

2d. Amendment; strike out “travelling ‘agent for Treasury 
Department ;” rejected. 

3d Amendment; contingent fund of Treasurer, strike out 
“one,” and insert “two 3” adopted. 

4th Amendment; for county maps, strike out “2,000,” aad 
and insert “ 1,500 ;” adopted. 

5th Amendment; for contingencies of General Land Office, 
strike out “ $1, OU” and insert “500;” rejected. 

6th Amendment; Clerks of the State Department, strike out 
“ three,” and insert two.” 

The Ayes and Noes were called on the adoption of the amend- 
ment, and stood as follows: x 

Ayes—Messrs. Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Johnson of G., 
Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod. Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, 


Sutherland, Smith of F, Wallace and Williamson—15. 


Noes—Messrs. ee Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B, 
Cooke of R., Dunn, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johus, Johnson 
of S., Jones of S. P., McFarlane, Millican, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J, Truit and Williams—22. 

So the amendement was rejected. 

7th Amendment} Clerks of the War Department, strike out 
“two,” and insert “ one.” 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows : 

; Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Denn, 
Erath, oe Johns, Johnson of G,,:Johnsen of S., Jones of G, 
Jones ‘of S. P.; Lewis, MeFarlane, Meligeds Mabry, Menefee, 
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Millican Perkins, Sadler, Sutherland, Smith of By Snij of Jy 
Truit, Wallace aad Williams+-25. R 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of B., Cooke. of R., Ford, Har- 
din, Henderson, Moffett, Ogden, - Robinson, Grott Scurry. and 
Williamson—12. > 

So the amendment.was adopted. 

Sth Amendment; Clerk for Comptroller’s Office, strike out 
“one” 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Dunn, Brath, Gage, 
Hardin, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of S, Jones of G., 
Lewis, McFarlane, Menefee, Perkins, Sutherland, Smith ot F, 
Wallace, Williams and- Williamson— 19. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Ford, Hen. 
derson, Jones of S. P., McLeod, Mabry, Means, Millican, Mof- 
fett, Ogden, Robinson, Sadler, ‘Scott, Penny Smyth of J. and 
Troit—18. 

Amendment adopted. 

9th Amendment; strike out « : $9, 000 for Charge d’ Affaires ;” 
adopted. 

10th Amendment ; strike out “ $1,000 for contingent expen- 
ses of Foreign Legatious ; > adopted. 

Mr. Johuson of S., moved a re-consideration of the vote 
adopting the 8th amendment. 

Mr. Menefee moved to lay the motion to re-consider on the 
table, until the 15th of February. 

The Ayes and Noes were called thereon, and stvod-as_ fol- 
lows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Erath, Gage, Hardin, 
Johns, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gonzal es, Lewis, MeFar 
lane, Menetee, Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, and Wil- 
liamson—I5, 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar. Cooke 
of Robertson, Dunn, Ford, Henderson, Johnson of Shelby, Jones 
of San Patricio, McLeod, 3 ‘Mabry, Means, Millican, Moffett, Og- 
den, Robiuson, Sad iler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth- -of Jasper, Tmi, 
Wallace and Wiliams—23. 

Motion- lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved a call of the House. 

-Mr. Menefee moved to lay the motion to re consider oo the 
table, until the Ist of February, - `- 

The Ayes and Nees. beiûg called for thereon, istodd“as foltows: 
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Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Gooke of Robertson; Cunningham, 
Erath, Gage, Johns, Johnson of .Goliad, Jones of Gonzales, 
Lewis, McFarlane, Menefee, Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of Fan- 
nin, Wallace, Williams and Williamson—17. 

Noes— Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Dirin, 
Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of Shelby, Jones of San 
Patricio, McLeod, Mabry, Means; Millican, Moffett, Ogden, 
Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Seurry, Smyth of Jasper and Truit—21. 

So the motion was lost. 

The Aves and Noes being called for on the re-consideration, 
stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Dunn, 
Ford, Henderson, Johnson of Shelby, Joues of San Patricio, 
McLeod, Mabry, Means, Millican, Meffett, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry; Smyth of Jasper, Truit ‘and Williams—2U. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, 
Erath, Gage, Johns, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gouzales, 
Lewis, McFarlane, Menefee, Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of 
Fannin, Wallace and illlamson—16. > 

So the vote was re-considered. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cuuningham, Erath, Gage. Johns, John- 
son of Goliad, Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, McFarlane, Menefee, 
Perkins, Suther! and, Smith of Fannin, Williams and William- 
son— l4, 

Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, 
Cooke of Robertson, Dunn, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson 
of Shelby, Jones of San Patricio, McLeod, Mabry Millican,. 
Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J. 
and Tr nit-—22, 

So the ammendment was rejected. 

{ith Amendment; for frontier protection, fill the blank with 
s $57,000.” 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill and amendment on the table ; 
ost. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the adoption of the 
amendment, stood as follows: 

Ayes—\ essts. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robertson, 
Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Go- 
liad, Jones of Gouzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McLeod, 
Mabry, Ogden, Sutherland and Wi liams—]7, > 

Noes —Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Ford, Gage, Hardin; 
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J ohnson of Shelby, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffeit, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, . 
Truit, Wallace and. Williamson—19. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, ithe blank was, filled with “45, 000.” P 

12th Amendment; for keeping the Navy i in ordinary,. ‘fill the 
blank with © $3,000, » including $475 50 cents due James Den- 
ny for repairing the vessels, and "$551 for pilotage due to Geo. 
Simpton; adopted. 

Mr ‘Scott offered the following amendment: “that the sum of l 
$2,500 be placed at the disposal of the President of the Repub- 
lie, to be used as rewards for the apprehension of fugitives from 
justice ;? rejected, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of the following: bills: 

A bill supplementary to the several acts regulating impost 
duties ; 

A bill to provide the times and place of holding the sessions 
of the Supreme Court of the Republic; and, 

A bill making valid all surveys in colonies previous to elos- 
ing the contracts for the same. 

On motion of Mr Johns, the House adjourned until half past 2 
o'clock P, mM. ~ 


~ 


Half past 2 o’clock P. m. 


House met; roll called; a quorum present. 

The general appropriation bil being under consideration, 
Mr. Gage moved to lay it on thé table; lost. 

My. Jones of S. P. , offered the following amendment: “ To 

pay David Felt & Co., for stationery, two hundred and thirty- 
two dollars ;” rejected. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., offered the following-amendment : 

“Sec. —. Be it farther enacted, that this act shall take effect 
from and after its passage ;” adopted. 

Mr. Smyth of Jasper, moved to strike out “ nineteen elerks” 
and insert “eighteen ;’ adopted. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved to strike ont “nine hundred dol- 
lars,” {for compensation f clerks,) and insert- “two hundred ; 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be em- 

rossed. 

. Mr, Meatigs moved a suspension. of the rale ; lost. 
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-On‘nidtion ofMr. Gage,the bill to proviife for carrying‘ the 
public mails-from April 1st, 1848; to April ist, 1846, and estab- 
lishing routes and rates of postage, &e:, was taken u p on its se- 
igs reading, and all the aren dments of the committee adopt- 
ed. >" ' 

On’ the ronte from Huntsville to Jasper, Mr. Hardin moved to 
insert “ Ratcliffs” after “ Hooker’s ;” adopted. 

On the route from “ Point Bolivar” to Pattil lo’s, Mr. Arm- 
strong moved to insert * David Garnet’s” béfore “ Peaymont;” he 
adopted. 

On'the- route from Boston to Fulton, Mr. Johns moved to in- 
sert “‘ via Mooresville; adopted. 

On the route from Montgomery to Houston, Mr, Henderson 
moved to insert “via Jacob Croft’son Spring Creek ;” adopted. 

Mr. McFarlane moved to insert “from Galveston to Paso 
Cavallo via San Luis, Velasco, Matagorda, and thence to Paso 
Cavallo by water ;” rejected. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: 

“Section —, ‘Be it further enacted that a mail route is here- 
by established from Beaumont, in the county of Jefferson, to 
Jasper, in the county of Jasper, via Grant’s Bluffs, and a mail 
shall be carried on this route once in two weeks ;” adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill on the table until to- 
morrow, 10 o'clock ; lost. ` 

On motion ot Mr. Gage, the bill was passed to a third read- 
ins. * 

- On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill to repeal the Exxche- 
quer system was taken up. 

The amendments offered Py Mr. Robinson and Mr. Smith 
of F., were rejected. 

Mr. Jones ofS. P., offered the following amendment : ; 

« Section 6. Be it farther enacted, that the act entitled an act 
to regulate the collection of. impost ‘duties, approved July 23d, 
1842, be and the same is hereby repealed ;” adopted. 

On mot ion of Mr. Scurry, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed. 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced a bill to alter and define the 
boundaries of the county of Travis read a first time. 

On motion of Mr: Cazneau, the tule was ‘suspended, and bil 
read a'second time. 

Mr. Cazneau moved its engrdssmert.. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, it was réterred to a select Gorkmaisteð 
consisting of Messrs Ogden, Cazneau and Scurry, 
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On motim-of Mr, Williamson, Messrs, Mabry and ‘Menefee, 
and, on motion of Mr. Scett,: Messrs, Cooke of Bexar and Jones 
of Gonzales were added to the same committee: 

A message was received from the Senate, informing - the 
House of the passage of a bill to provide for issuing patents dn 
valid eliims to’ assignees, Where the. assignments are Tegally 
authenticated, 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of Jasper, the bill E to 
the several acts relative to direct taxation, was taken up on. its. 
second reading, and the amendment of the committee adopted, 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, moved to amend, in 4th section,, 2d 
Jine, after the word “ cattle, ? insert ‘over 25 head ;” rejected, 

Mr. Speaker, (Lewis Montgomery,) offered the foll lowing 
amendment: 

“Be it further hiia That it shall be the duty of; the 
County Treasurers to present all retailers who refuse to obtain » 
licenses; adopted. 

The amenament to the 3d section, providing “that it shall 
not destroy gut tam actions” was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill was ordered. to be 
engrossed. 

On mation of Mr, Cunningham, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Moffett, the bill for the relief of H. P. Bee 
was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the bill for the relief of Sanil 
Broocks was taken up, and- referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts, 

On motion of Mr. Sceurry;the bill for the relief of William 
Moffitt, and others, was taken up and reterred to the committee 
on Claims and Accounts. $ 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill for the relief of T. Jef. 
ferson Chambers—the bill for the relief of John G. 'T’od—the 
bill to incor porate the Baylor Unjversity, and the bill to authorize 
the appointment of Trustees in certain cases, were taken up and 
referred to a seiect commiftee consisting of Messrs. Menefee, 
Sutherland, Jones of San Patricio and McLeod, without reading. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertsony by leave, ‘introduced a bill to regu- 
late the trial of land claims ; read a ‘first time. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was stispended, and 
bill read a second time; and, on- motion of Mr: Cooke of Robèrt- 
‘gon, referred to a committee ou the Judiciary. 


ee rare 
5 oe om 
” ace t p“ ~ 


y L 


cit a lB i ll 


QEF. 
On mgtidh of Mr. Wallace, the bill for the relief ‘of the heirs 


oof Elisha Roberts, was taken up; read å first time. 


Qn motion of Mr. Ford,.the rule was suspended, bill road a 
second time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands, 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill for the relief of John Grége, 

was taken up and read a first time. , 

On motion of Mr, Scurry, the bill for the relief of H. L, Kin- 
ney was taken up, read a second fame, and referred to the com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning 
‘tO o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Seurry moved to adjourn until 9 o’ 'elock to-morrow morn- 
ing; lost. 

On motion of Mr, McLeod, the bill for the relief of L. S. 
Hargous, and others, together with the substitute of the corn- 
mittee on Foreign Relations were taken up. 

Mr. Scurry moved to strike out the latter clause ofthe first 
section, and insert “and the above amount is hereby appro- 

riated.” = 
: Mr. Erath moved to lay the amendment on the table ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bill and amendment on the 
table, until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock ; lost, 

Mr. Scurry’s amendment to the substitute was adopted; and, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. | 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the rule was suspended, bill, 
read a third time and passéd, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


MADNEEOEY) Jan. 22, 10 o’clock, a. m 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer > the 
Ghaplain—the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered totheir names : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of R, Ounning- 
ham, Erath, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Q., John- 
son, of S; Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, MdFariané, Mo- 
Leod, Mabry, Means, ‘Menefec, aa Moffett, Ogideli, Për- 
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kins,. Robins6n,.Sadler, Scott, Scurry; Sutherland, Smyth of J,,. 
Wallace, Willianis and Williamson.. 

A quorum present; Journals-of ttie- preceding day read and: 
adopted. : 

Mr. Williamson, by. leave introduced a bill authorizing G. 
H. Harrison and A. C. Harrison, to manumit a certain slave - 
read a first time. 

On motion.of Mr; Williamson, the rule. was suspended, and 
bill read a second time. 

On motion.of Mr; Williamson, the rule was further. suspend: - 
ed, bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. MeLeod presented the petion of David G. Burnett;which. 
was.referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts, 

Mr, Jones of Gonzales, by leave, introduceda bill supplemen- 
tary to an act to incorporate the Texas Trading, Mining and 
Emigration Company ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ogden, the rule was suspended,.bill read a 
` second. time, and referred to the committee on the State of the: 
Republic. 

The committee on Military Affairs, W.G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Lieut. Charles B. Snow,. 
reported a bill for his-relief;. read a first time. 

The same committee to whom was referred. the petition of E. 
McLean, reported the same back to the House, with a request 
that it be referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts ;: 
adopted. 

The committee on the Judiciary,.A. s. Cunningham, one: of: 
the committee to whom was referred the petition in relation to 
a digest of the statute laws of the Republic of Texas, reported a: 
bill for that purpose ; read a first time. 

The same committee, Tod Robinson, chairman,. to whom was 
referred the memorial of Edward 'Teal, "reported unfavorably, as 
the object sought can be obtained under the provisions of an 
act passed at the present session ; adopted. 

The committee on the Judiciary, T'od’ Robinson, chairman;. 
to whom was referred the bill to regulate land claims, reported 
the same back to the House and recommended its indefinite 
postponement ; which report and bill were laid onthe table to 
come up among the orders of the day. >- 

Fhe same, committee to whom was referred the bill to pto- 
vide for altering the attachnient laws, &c., éc., reported thet 
same back,tothe House and recommended. its indetipite post: 
ponement; which report was a oa BR ni stow a 
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The same committee to whom was referred ‘the bill transfer- 
ring the succession of Ben Fort Smith from Montgomery to 
Harris county, reported the same back to the Housa and recom- 
mended its indefinite postponement. Sain 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the report was laid on thet table. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry. chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Wm. Mof- 
ftt, and others, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

The same committee, to whom was feld the bili for the 
relief of Sam’l Brooks, reported in favor of its passage. 

Which report and bills were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace one of the 
committee, to whom was referred the bill to change in part the 
times of holding the District Courts in the 5th Judicial District: 
reported the same'back to the House with a substitute, and re- 
commeuded its passage. ` 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was taken up, and a substi- 
tnte adopted, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, ane the bill 
read a third time and passed. 

The same committee, to whom was referred a bill eas: 
ry of an act entitled an act regulating fees of Office, approved 
18th January, 1842, reported the same back to the House, and 
recommended its passage. 

Which report and bill were laid on the table to come up 
among the orders of the day. n 

The committee on Internal Improvements, J. H, Moffett 
chairman, to whom was referred the bill to- incorporate the 
Texas Cotton and Woollen Manufacturing Company, reported 
the same back to the House, with amendments, and recommend- 
ed its passage. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson chairman, to. whom was referred the bill to abolish the 
office of Superintendant ‘of Indian Affairs, ‘reposted the same 
hack to the, House; and recommended its passage. , 

‘Which reports and bills were laid on a table, fo come up 
ae „the, oders of the day, Ka 

e committee on Foreign oie g Mt non chair. 
he to whom was referred the bill for the relief of H. L. Kin- 
ney, "reported the same back to the House, and recommended 
its passage. 
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On. motion of Mr.: Wifieamson, the bill was takety up- and 
passed to akhitd veadi : 

The. select coutnitiee, R M. Williamson chairmaty, to whom 
was referred the petition of Alexander Somervell, reported 4 
bill tor his relief; which was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Williamson, the rule was suspended, the 
bill read a second time, and, on motion of Mr. Menefee, the 
rale was further suspended, and the bill read a third time and 

assed, 
: The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following n Te- 
port : 


Commrrrar Room, 
January 22, 1845. 


To the Hon John M. Lewis, 
i Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bilis have examined : 
A bill for the relief of F. S. Farley ; 
A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Latham ; 
ae bill to amend. an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Com- 


"A in supplementary to an act to establish the eastern bound- 
ary line of Rusk county, and for other purposes ; 

A bill to repeal an act to authorize the President to issue Ex- 
chequer bills, and to declare what shall be receivable in ‘pay- 
ment of taxes and duties on imposts, approved January 19th, 
1842 ; 

Anda bill to charter the Nacogdoches University, and find 
the-same correctly: engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAD, 
` One of the Committee. 


Adopted. 

' The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace, one of 
the-committee, to whom was referred the petition of B. J. Thomp- 
son, administrator of Patsey Lewis, deceased, reported a bill; 
read a first time. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the followng en 
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Poo ate a: a a eee a 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, i 
-> Bpeakerofthe House of Representatives: z l 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and found 
correctly enrolled: = aa . | 
A joint resolution for the relief of A. B. Shelby, 'Tho’s. John- 
son and others; E l 
A joint resolution for the relief of Mary Lawson Williams; 
An act amendatory of the several acts relative to fraudulent 
land certificates ; . l 
And an act making an appropriation for the payment of the 
outstanding liabilities of the contingent expenses of the eighth 
Congress ; i l 
They were signed by the Speaker of the. House of Represen- 
talives and President of the Senate, and were, this day, present- 
ed to the President of the Republic for his approval. 
ane B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 
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Adopted. ° 

The committee on Finance, Geo, W. Smyth, chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill for the transportation of goods coast- 
wise, reported the saine back to the House, and begged to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the same; which 
report and bill were laid on the table to come up among the 
orders ofthe day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bil for thé 
relief of Robert Pace, reported the same back to the House and 
recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. : l 

The select committee, William Menefee, chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to. incorporate the Baylor University, and 
a bill authorizing the appointment of Trustees in eertain cases, 
reported the same back to the House and recommended thei 
passage. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill authorizing the ap- 
poiatment of Trustees in certain cases, was taken up and passed 
to a third reading; and, on motion of Mr. Menefee, the bill to 

- incorporate the Baylor University, was taken up‘and passed toa 
_ third reading, 
The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 


relief T. Jefferson Chambers, reported the same back to the 
House with an amendracit,'and recommended its passage. 

On motion of. Mr. Williamson, the bill was taken up,, and the 
amendment of the committee adopted. colt 

On motionof Mr. Menefee, the- ne Was le oer and bill 
réad‘a second time. = - 

On, motion of Mr. Weman, ie ails was: farther suspend- 
ed, bill read a third time and passed. a: : 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of John ‘G. 'Fod, reported the same back to the Honse and 
recommended its passage ; which report and bill were laid on 
table to come up among “the orders of the day. 

The select committee, D. Gage, chairman, to whom ‘was re- 
ferred the petition of sundry citizens of Rusk and Nacogdoches 
counties, reported a bill to attach certain territory therein | named, 
to Rusk county, for judicial and other purposes ; read a first 
time.. 

On motion ot Mr. Moffett, laid on the table. l 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill amendatory ofthe 
various land laws, and to establish land districts, and for other 
purposes ; read a first time. 

Mr, Williamson moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

Qn motion of Mr. Scott, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the bill for the relief of Charles 
Power, was taken up on its second reading; and, on motion of 
Mr. McLeod, ordered to be engrossed. | 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill supplementary to an act defining the duties of the 
officers or the Treasury Department, approved 5th February, 
1840, was taken up, and the amendment of the Senate adovted. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the fol lowing te- 
port: 


f 
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‘Cotmrrrme Root ©: 
Lo 92, 4845; i 


Ho ihe Honorable John m. Tewis eae! 

. © © Speaker of the House’ of Re AS : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, a joint 
resolution for the relief of L, S. Hargous, and others ; and a bill 
-for the relief of Milton Hicks, and find the’ same ° correctly en- 


grossed. 
WM. E CAZN EAU, 
One of the Committee. 


Report adopted. 
The bill for the relief of James W. Wauhop was taken Up, 


. and the amendments of the Senate adopted. 


The bill to incorporate the Galveston Lyceum was taken up, 
and the amendments of the Senate adopted. 

The bill prescribing the routine of military duty,and for other 
purposes was taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Victoria College, 
was read a third time-and passed. 

The bill to establish and incorporate the Houston College, 
was read a third time and passed. 

‘The Bill-for the benefit of De Kalb College, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The‘bill to charter the Nacogiloches University, was read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill to incorporate-the town of Huntsville, was read a 
‘third time and passed, 

The bill for the relief of Basil Dearborn, was read a third 
time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the House adjourned until half past 
2 o'clock, .p. m. 


‘Half past 2 o'clock, P. M, 


’ “House mét ; roll called; quorum present: 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill for the re-organization of 
the General Land Office, was taken up on its second reading, 
and the amendments of the committee adopted. 

Mr. Cunningham moved the engrossment:of the bill. 
- The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood-as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
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Cunningham, Erath; Ford, Gage, Jolins, Jolinsom of G., Jones 
ef G., Lewis, MeFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, 
Perkins, Robinson,.Sadler, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J. 
Wallace and Williams—25. a ae 

Noes—Messts, Speaker, Cooke.of. R., Hardin Hendersoh, 
Johnson of S., Jones of $. P., Means, Millican, Scott, Smith of 
F„ Fruit and Williamson—12. | ae 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johns, the bill for the appointment of pa- 
trols, was taken up on its second reading, with the amendment 
of the committee, to wit: “and further provided, this act shall 
not be enforced in organized incorporated cities.” 

Mr. McFarlane offered the following amendment to the 
amendment: “where there is a regularly organized police”— 
both of which amendments were.adopted. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to refer it to a select committee ; lost. 

Mr. Johnson of S., offered the following amendment : 

. «That the counties of Shelby, Victoria, Fannin, Milam, Bex- 
ar, Goliad, Brazoria and Jasper, be exempted from the opera- 
tions of this act; adopted. 

Mr. Perkins moved to lay the bill on the table, until the first 
of July next; lost. 

Mr. Gage offered an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was laid on the table 
until to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. m. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, ` 

A. bill regulating the issuance of headright certificates, and 
duplicate certificates, land warrants and discharges ; 

An act for the protection of the frontier ; 

A bill making legitiniate a certain person therein named, with 
amendments ; and, 

A. bill for the relief of Jerome R. Robertson. 

The committee on Finance, S. B. Johns, one of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the bill explanatory of an act sup- 
plementary to an act to raise a revenue by impost duties, ap- 
proved 5th February, 1840, reported the same back to the House 
with a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr, McLeod, the substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the two: bills. providing for 
amendments to the, Constitution were: taken ap; and, on mo- 
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tion of Mr. Williamson, they were laid- on the table, and made 
the special order of the day for Saturday. next, at 11 o’elock. + 
. The bill to provide for carrying the: public mails from Aprif 
tst, 1845, to April ist, 1846, and establishing routes and rates 
of postage, &e. was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the rule prohibiting bills frem 
being amended on their third reading was suspended. 

Mr. Robinson moved to amend by inserting “Columbia” be- 
fore Brazoria ;” adopted. 

The bill was then passed. , ; 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill for the relief of James 
Morgan was taken up on its second reading, and the amend- 
ment of the committee adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bilk 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill for the relief of the 
Mier prisoners was taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, it was re-committed to the com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, . 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the act supplementary to an act 
creating the County of Rusk, &c., &c., was taken Up on its se- 
cond reading, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third trme and passed. f 

The bill to repeal the Exchequer system, &c., was read a 
third time and passed. ' l 

The bill tọ allow defendants to plead a partial failure of con- 
sideration, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of F., the bill for the relief of Chas. 
B. Snow was taken up, andon motion of Mr. Smith of F., the 
rule was suspended, and bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, it was ordered to be engrossed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Smith of F., the rule was further suspend- 
ed, bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, introuced a bill for the better security 
of customs ; read a first time. l ; 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the.rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and referred to the committee on Finance, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill to make Navy serip 
receivable for dues to the goversgmnent, that accrued prior to the 


‘Ist February, 1842 was taken up, read a- second time, and Te- 
ferred to the committee on Finance., ~ 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill for the relief of B. J. 
"Thompson, was taken up on its second - reading, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, ‘the bill ‘to incorporate the 
- Matagorda University, ‘was taken-up on its-second reading, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

And, on motion of Mr, McFarlane, the rule was suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 

‘On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill tor‘the protection of ‘the 
frontier, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill read 
‘a second time, and referred to the-committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

On motion of Mr, Williams, ‘the bill for the relief of Simp- 
son Holloway was taken upon its second reading, and,'on mo- 
tion of Mr. Scott, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johns, the bill for the relief of Thomas 
‘Tomlinson was taken up, read a second time, and referred toa 
select committee consisting of Messrs. Johns, Scott and Scurry. 

‘On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill -for the relief of John Trus- 
= sell was taken up and passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke of R., the bill for the relief of Jarret 
Ridgeway was taken up, read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to adjourn: until half past 9 o'clock, 
to-morrow morning ; lost. 

The bill for the relief ot Abel Morgan was taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Isabella 'T. Scott was taken up, read 
‘third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of George W. Charles and A. H. Sevier 
avas taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the benefit of Jurors. was taken up, read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief-of Horatio McHanks was taken up, read 
a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of G. W. Miller was taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 

The bill to provide for the issuance of patents : to assignees was 
taken up, read a third time and passed, N 
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The bill supplementary. to am act to open, and- establish a 
‘National Road, approved February 5th, 1844; and, | .~- 

. +. A bill to prevent administrators, executors, &c., from pur- 
chasing or trading for any debt against the estates of their testa- 
tor or ‘intestate, and for other purposes, was taken up, Tead a 
third time and’ passed. . 

The bill for the relief of George Simpton was taken up, read 
a third- time, and, on, motion of Mr. Jones al S. P,, laid on the 
table. 

The bill to establish a certain mail route was taken up, read 
a third time, and, on motion of Mr. Menefee, laid on the table. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills; made the following re- 


port: 


.CoMMITTEE Room, 
January 22, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

. The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 

A bill supplementary to several acts relative to direct taxa- 
tion; and, 

A bill authorizing G. H. Harrison and Ann C. Bsn to 
manumit a certain slave, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 


Report adopted. 
The committee on Enrolled Bills aide the following report < 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 22, 1845. _ 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, .and find 
correctly enrolled: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph English ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of John Sutherland ; 

A bill for the relief of depopulated counties; - 

A bill to continue in force an act for the relief of the purchas- 
ers of lots in the city ef Austin, aad upon the town tract ad- 
joining, approved January 16th, 1843; and, 
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. A joint resolution for the payment of the drafts of Josiah G., 
‘Beatty, and others. — 

They were signed by the Speaker. of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and were, this day presented 
to the President of the Republic for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACH, Chairman. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the House adjourned until 10 


o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tuurspay, Jan. 23, 10 o’clock a.m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap. 
lain ; the roll being called, the following members answered 
to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of B., Cooke of R. 
Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson of G, John- 
son of S., Jones of G., Lewis, McFarlané, McLeod, Mabry, 
Means, Menetee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J. 
Truit, Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present, 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed by this 
House, to act with alike committee on the part of the Senate, 
to make suitable arrangements for the burial of the late Hon. 

G. A. Parker, Representative from Fort Bend county. 

” Be it further resolved, That the members of this House will 
wear crape on their left arms, in token of respect for the memory 
of the late Hon. G. A. Parker, and sorrow for his loss, 

Be it further resolved, That that this House now stand ad- 
journed,.to meet at the time appointed by the committee of ar- 
rangements to attend the funeral of the late Hon. G. A. Parker, 
in a body; which resolutions were adopted. 

Whereupon, Messrs, Robinson, Scurry, Ford, Cazneau and 
Smyth of Jasper, were appointed the committee as contemplated 
by the first resolution. 

- On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned. until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. _ 7 
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FRIDAY, January 24, 10 o'clock, A. M 


The ‘House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
Rev, Mr. Williams ; the roll being called, the following mem- 
bers answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cooke 
of R., Cunningham, Dann, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, 
Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, 
Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, 
Wallace and Williams. 

A quorum present; Journals ofthe two preceding days read 
and adopted. 

Mr. McLeod presented the memorial of the merchants of Gal- 
veston city, which was 1eferred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Cooke of R., presented the petition ofsundry citizens of 
Robertson county, which was referred to the committee on 
county boundaries. 

Mr. Robinson presented the petition of Thomas D. Johnson, 
which was referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. Robinson presented the memorial of S. B. Brigham, ad- 
ministrator of Asa Brigham, deceased, which was referred to a 
select committee consisting of Messrs. Robinson, Scurry, Johns, 
Ford and Bourland, with authority to call for persons and pa- 

ers. * 
P Mr. Ford presented the petition of J. M. Caldwell, and others, 
which was referred to a select committee consisting of Messrs. 
Sadler, Cooke of R. and McLeod. 

Mr. McLeod presented the petition of sundry citizens of Gal- 
veston county, which was referred to the committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Sundry citizens of 
Austin county, which was referred to the committee on County 
Boundaries. 

Mr. Williamson presented the claims of James F. Edrington, 
which were referred to the committee on Claims and Accounts. 

THe committee on Military Affairs, W. G. Cooke, chairman, 
to whom was referred a joint resolution for the relief of the 
Mier prisoners, and others, reported the same back to the House 
with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

: "Phe same committee to whom was retesred the bill.for the 
Protection of the frontier, reported the same back to the House: 
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with amendments, and recommended its’ passage ; which re- 
ports and bills were laid on the table to come up among the 
orders of the day. . 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report:. 


ComMiTTEE Room, 
January 23, 1845. t 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Entolled Bills have examined and find 
eorrectly enrolled ; 

A joirt resolution for the relief of H. P.. Bee, Nathaniel Amory 
and Memucan Hunt. 

It was signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and was, thisday, presented, 
to the President of the Republic for his approval. 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


| Adopted. 

Wilds K. Cooke, one of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to whom was referred the bill to incorporate the Texas 
Cotton and Woollen Manufacturing Company made the follow- 
ing counter report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 23, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undersigned, one of the committee on Internal Improve- 
ments, to which was referred an act to incorporate the Texas: 
Cotton and Woollen Manufacturing Company, dissenting from 
the majority of said committee, asks leave to make the following 
report: . 

The bill under consideration, contemplates the establishment 
of a great chartered monopoly, conferring extraordinary privile- 
leges upon a favored few, which are denied to the great mass of 
the people, the source of all power in a republican government, 
and for whose benefit we are here to legislate. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the.7th and 8th sections of 
the' act confers upon the company privileges calculated to build 
up a great manufacturing monopoly, which, whilst it- will, 


i ied hated 
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4eywin” for the benificiaries an overgrown-and mammoth fortune 


will overshadow the minor capitalist of the country with its gi- 
gantic arms, and exercise a baneful: and deleterious: influence: 
upon every thing like individuat enterprize.. 

Believing it to be the duty of the Honorable Congréss™ to 
«guard with sleepless vigilance” against any encroachment 
upon the Constitution, the undersigned, in the ‘discharge of 
what he conceives to be a solemn duty, would respectfully urge 
wpon the House the propriety of rejecting a bill so monopolizing 
in its tendency, and dangerous in its consequences, and.so re-- 
pugnant to the Constitution. 

. WILDS K. COOKE, 
One of the Committee. 


Which was- laid on the table to:come up among the orders of 
the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of David G. Burnett, re- 
ported a joint resolution for-his relief; read a first time. 

The same committee to whom was referred the petition of 
E, McLean, reported a bill for'his relief; read a first time. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report :. 

CoMMITTEE Room, 
January 23, 1845. { 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, OS 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined : 

A joint resolution for the relief of Charles B. Snow ; 

A Joint resolution for the relief of Charles Power; and, 

A bill making an appropriation for the support of government 
for the year 1845, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee.. 

Adopted. 

‘The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland, chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of W. D. Thomasor, 
reported in favor of its passage. os 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill. for the 
relief of the heirs of Elisha Roberts, reported- unfavorably ; 
Which reports and bills were laid.on the table to come upamong 
the orders of the day. ` ` 7 
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‘The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth chairman, to 
whom was referred the bill to make Navy scrip receivable for 
dues to the government, that acerued prior to ist of February, 
1842, reported in favor of its passage. | 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of Thomas W. Key, reported unfavorably, on account of 
the Archives being at Austin; which reports and bills were laid 
on the table to come up among the orders of the day. 

The same committee to whom was referred the bill for the 
better security of the customs, reported in favor of its passage. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was taken up, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

The select committee, W. R. Scurry, one of the committee to 
whom was referred the bill for the relief of Thomas Tomlinson, 
reported it back to the House and recommended its passage; 
which report and bill were laid on the table to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

The select committee., H. McLeod, chairman, to whom was. 
referred the memorial of sundry citizens of Galveston and Har- 
ris counties, made the following report: 


Commirtre Room, | 
January 22, 1845. i 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The special committee to whom was referred the memorial 
of the citizens of Galveston and Houston, praying a modifica- 
tion of the tariff, have had the same under consideration ; and, 
after a mature consideration of the whole subject, have instruct- 
ed me to report: 

The memorialists set forth, very justly, that the present du- 
ties fall unequally upon that portion of the people of Texas, 
who import their supplies through the port of Galveston. This: 
fact, the investigations of your committee fully sustain: a refer- 
ence to the best data within the reach of your committee, proves 
that twenty-three counties (having 7,796 voters,) paid, of the 
impost duties of the last year, $182,902, or $23 46 per voter ; 
and that twelve other counties (having 4,968 voters,) paid but 
$15,187, or $3 06 to the voter. 

The returns from the custom-houses show that the imports of 
last year were—-into Galveston, $501,734 

“ San Augustine and Red River. 70,610 
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+ The ‘populatiqn who receive their. supplies: from the; United: 
States, by. way of Red. River. is equal, if not „greater than the 
population wha receive their supplies through the port of Gal 
veşton ;,and the difference exhibited in the custom-house Fe- 
tutas, bstween thei imports into Galveston, and into San Agus- 
tine and Red River, show that a very small portion of the ac- 
tual imports, by way of Red River are entered at the.custom-. 
haiises. 

A system of taxation operating sa unequally on dient sec- 
tions of the republic, necessarily creates adverse interests, and’ 
fosters local and sectional interests, which furnish the most 
dangerons weapons to corrupt political. demagogues. Experi- 
ence has demonstrated that, without public virtue, it is impos- 
sible to preserve public liberty. The fact that our revenne sys- 
tem cannot be enforced, proves it to be radically vicious and 
snbversive of the public morals, We are insirnueted by Him 
who, taught as never man ti ght, to pray—“ Lead us not into 
templation. ” It is the duty of Coigress. to reconcile with each 
other, as fur as it can be done, the interest of every section of the 
country.. Our system coerees the people cf Red River to de- 
fraud, the revenue; becanse, by. doing so, they can import their’ 
aaa from the United States cheaper, without paying duties, 
than they could import them through Galvestou, paying the 
duties. Ifa merchant in San Augustine could make a profit by 
purchasing his merchandize in our own ports—paying the du-: 
ties instead of purchasing. them in New Orleans—paying no 
duties, he would not defraud the revenue. 

The wholesale merchant in New Orleans pays a duty to the 
United, States, which is added to the price paid for it by the 
merchant i in Sin Augustine. This duty goes Into the Treasury 
of the Uuited States; for, althongh ihe merchandize is cen- 
"sume in Texas, there is no drawbaek allowed: the conse- 
quences iş, that the merchant at San Augustine defrauds the 
"Fexas custom- house; for, otherwise, he would be driven from 
the market, by merchandize imported . through Galveston, pay- 
ing but one daty. If he paid the Texas duty, his goods would 
be “charged with the duty at New Orleans, and.the duty at: Sam: 
Augustine, a also. This course never eould. yee a Prout, and, 
consequently, i is never followed. 

+ YOURE cory mittee can see no remedy for stich. a aol things, 
bugte pnt, down the duty:onall. inerchidndize, so dow.asitorener 
ble all to import their supplies thraugh-onr ews potiay chespam 
than they ean PSA ene ee ne thejrevennebiy Phenéf- 
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fect of this would-be; to-unite the whole peopl y ‘ to-déprive- 
those who would array the East agmnsét the West, and.the West 
against the Hast. and: thus create sectiónal passions and prejt- 
dives;of the power fo-dé mischief. We-should then hear nomore 
ot the conflicting interests of astern and Western, and‘Northerii- 
ot Souther Texas. The money which now goes, in the 
shape of duties.on our imports, into-the Treasury of the United: 
States, or into the pockets of merchants in New Orleans as pro- 
fits, commissions. and charges, would: then go into: our own 
Treasury—or accumulate as capital among our own people— 
furnishing ample means to-improve-eur rivers and bays, and to: 
construct roads and canals, connecting all parts of the Re- 
public with onr seaports: thus making us truly a united people, 
in interest and feelings. All those who seek popular favor, 
would. then be compelled’ to address the public intelligence, in- 
stead of laboring, and, unfortunately succeeding (as too many: 
now do) to create conflicting sectional interests, that they may: 
arouse the worst passions, and swim on currents of local preju- 
dice thtis excited. . 

By the report of the chairman ofthe Finance committee: of 
the Senate, itappears that the ordinary. expenditures of the go- 
vernment should not exceed the sum ef $84,000. From the 
best information your committee can obtain, they are warranted: 
in estimating the cotton crop of the next year, at one hundred‘ 
thousand bales; this, at $25 per bale, would give two millions. 
and a half ofdollars; ten per cent. on this would give two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars—a sum far exceeding the cur- 
rent expenses of the government. Your committee helieve that 
an average duty of ten per cent: on imports, would put a stop te 
frauds on the revenue; and thata large amount of merchandize 
imported into T'exas, would be consumed in the United States, 
and in Mexico; so that instead of-paying duties into the Trea- 
sury of the United States, upon goods smuggled into Texas, 
and thus defrauding our own revenue, our merchants would 
pay into our Treasury all the duties npon goods consumed in 
'Fexas; and they would also. pay a large amount of revenue oi 
merchandize consumed elsewhere, 

The imports of 1843, were $471,205: 
« & 6 1844, -> 686,503; 

. Fhe eurrent year will give more than a proportionate in- 
crease, because the new lands put in-cultivation mist - ime Pease 
our exports in a muel greater ratio. ae 7 | B 
“In accordance withthe foregoing views, your cominiftee ro- 
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pottabill redueing the duties to ten per cent. ad valorem, and 
respectfully recommend its adoption. 


E ee = H. McLEOD, Chairman, ~ 
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, Which pill regulating duties. on imports, was read:a fiust time: 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of : 
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A bill for the relief of Henry Castro and J. Jaussaud, ;. 
- A joint resolution changing the sessions of the District. Gourt 
in Washington county ; 
A bill to form the collectoral. district of Soda. Lake, with 
amendments ; B 
- & bill for the relief of the heirs.of James Garrard,deceased, with 
amendments; | oe 
. A bill for the relief of John Hamilton; and, _ 
A bill to defray the expenses ofthe contingent printing ef the 
9th Congress ; and, that the 
Bill for the relief of Howard & Ogden, and F. A. Suly, had 
been rejected. oe 
Mr, Bourland, by leave, intraduced a bill te. incorporate. the. 
tow of Paris, the county seatof Lamar county; read a. first, 
time. . 


. 
° 


. On, motion of, Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, bill.xead. 
a second’ time, and ordered to be engrossed. __ K 

-.Qn motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read, a third time and passed... oe 

Mr. Gage, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of the 
Minute Men. raised under an act approved 4th February, 18441 ; 
read afirst time... ` ) l i. 
` On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, -bill read a 
segond time, and referred to a,select committee consisting of 
Messrs, Gage, Jones.of S. P. and Brath. l ~ 
- Mu. -Menefee offered the following resolution: . ” 

Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That the Sec = 
tary .of State be required to receive the usual number af 
copies of the Journals of the 8th Congress, from Messrs. Cry rer, 
& Moore, the Public Printers for Congress, and settle with them 
for the same, in accordance with the terms of their proposals, 
made at the time of their election; adopted.. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule prohibiting votes being 
re-considered after the lapse of 24 hours, was suspended. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the yote concurring in the amend- 


ane 
aot ofthe 'Seniate to the bill for the relieP of J: 0. eii ‘wastes 


considered. . DE 

` On“ motion of Mr.- “Williamson, the House disagreed to the. 
amendment of the Senate. , 

“Mir, McFarlane, by leave, introduced a bill establishing | & 
mail roúte therein named; read ‘a first 'tinte. 

On motion of Mr, McFarlane, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read-a second time. 

Mr: Sutherland, moved to refer it to the committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads: Jost. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the rule was ftirther suspended 
bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Smith of F., by leave, introduced a bilt to provide for the 
apprehension.und punishment of fugitives from justice; read a 
first time. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved a suspension of the rule’; lost. 

The committee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace, one of the 
committee, to whom was referred the bill providing for and 
regtilating abitratious and‘references, reported the same back’ 
to ‘the, House and recommended its passage, with amendments; 
which report and bill were laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. , 

Mr. Bonrland, by leave, introduced'a bill for the nppointment 
of a commissioner, to examine into the validity of the contract 
of C. Fenton Mercer, &c.; read a first time. 

Mr. “Wallace, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the 
President to receive volunteers into the service of the Repnblic; 
read a first time, 

‘On motion of Mr. Williamson, the report of the niilitary com- 
mittee upon the communication of M. C. Hamilton, Acting Sec- 
retary.of War and Marine, was taken up and re- comuiiftted to 
the satne committee. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following» Te- 
port : l 
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 Toghe Hon, John Mi Toney. ; Po 


Speaker of the House of Representatives : E 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined: 

A bill to change i in part the time of Homing the District cen 
in the 5th Jùdicial ‘District ; 
n, A bill to repeal the ninth section of an act therein oe 
“A joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Somervell ;,- 
.. A joint resolution for the relief of Robert Pace; . ak 
"A joint resolution for the relief of B. J. Thompson ; < a 
À. „Joint resolution for the relief of James Morgan ; and, 
A joint resolution for the relief of Simpson Holloway, and find 


the same correctly. engrossed. - , 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. 
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Adapted. - a 7 
_ Mr. ‘Armstrong, by leave, introduced a bill establishinga cer- 
tain mail route „and attaching the same to a certain other, ropte; 
“read a first time. na 
. On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was aiia : bill 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was further suspapded, 
bill read a third time and passed, 
_, Mre Cooke of R., by leave, introduced a bill for ‘has relief of 
Clerks of:District Courts; read a first time. 
On motion of Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, the bill to inċorpo- 
yate the Orphans’ Friend Lodge No. 17, was taken, up ki its 
‘second reading. “ei 
Gn motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was laid on the table.. 
+ . Qu- motion: of, Mr. Wallace; the petition of “Mary Pottey was 
taken u p, and, referred. io aselect, committee consisting of Messrs. 


Wallace, Johnsan of S. and Tuit. ot 84 
On motion of Mr. Erath the PONSE proceeded to the u ; 
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‘pOg motion K Mr. Hath; the bill fogthe relief of John ba 


was taken up, read a second time, and referred to a select Eog- 
mittee. consisting of, Messrs. Brath, EA O a at 
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Où gis Uf RE. ‘Pot; thee bill for the appointment of patrols 
> was (akei tp 

Mr, Ford offered a substitute for the bill, which was adopted. 

ena of Mr. Williamson,’ the bill Was örtçiöä ‘to beven- 

ros È : 
‘ Mr. MctPaitlahe théved its: inidéfitiite postbotieltins ; Jost: 

‘ Ox motion-of Mr. Scott, the rule was s sispenided, bil ‘rend a 
third time and passed. 

Oü tüdtiön of Mr. “Mabry, thedill to incorporate- ilte Texas 
Cotton and Woollen Manufacturing Company, was taken'up on 
jts second readitig, and the amendment of ‘the committee being a 
substitute for the seventh ‘section ; adopted. 

Mr, Williamson moved to Tay the bill on ‘the table, until. Mon- 
‘day morning 10 o'clock; Jost. - 

Mr. Williamson moved to tore it to-the: conen on ‘Re- 
trenchmeént; lost: 

: Mr. McLeod moved ‘its engrossment, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, ‘Cooke of B, Dunn, Erath, Jones of 
“G; Jones of 8. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, ‘Mabry, Menefee, 
Mottett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Sutherland, Stith 
of F. and Williamson—19. 

-Noes—Messrs, Spéaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R., Cuńhing- 
ham, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson of G., Jolinson ofS. 
‘Means, ‘Milliean, Scott, Truit and Wallace—-15, ' 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

‘Ga motion of:Mr. Williamson, the bill for the relief of John G, 
Tod, was taken up on its second reading, and passed to'a third 
‘reading. S 

- Ön motión of Mr.:Jønes of 'S. P., the bill making an appro- 
priation for the support of government for the- year 1846, wås 
taken up, read a third time and passed. —_. 

4On motion of Mr. Ford, the bill forthe reliéf of- Saninel 
‘Brooks was taken up, and passed to a third'reading. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the Tule was suspended, ‘bill read’ a 
third time'and passed. 

On motion of Mr, McLeod, the bill for the protection of the 
frontier was taken up, -and ‘tHeamehdment of the committee 
adopted. 

‘Oh motion of Mr. MeLeod, ‘the bill! irastpassed'ts a third read- 


ing. 
Od motor: of Mr, ‘MeLiéod, ithe ralé was suspernded, bt i 
a third time and passed. 


mennen e = oon 
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halk: smanscage vwasioivesived : from bessen; à änfonmi 
Mouse ofthe passage: of eee, 

A bill for the relief of A. W. Luckett: and, - oy de: 

>A, bill amendatory. ofan act supplementary . to am apt 
revenge by impost-duties, approved Sth February, 1840, amd 
approved Jan. 27th, 1842. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill to authorize the odeti 
“of.a Light House on Galveston island, wastaken up. T 

. On: motion of Mr, Williamsen, the sacra aay nni 3 
0 clock P.M. $ 


30 clock, P, M 


Bou met; roll called; aquornm present. i 
A message was received from the Senate, informing - the 


House thatthe Senate had congdrred in a portion and reyested 


portion of the amendments to the billto provide for earryin 
the public mails from April Ist, 1845 to April ist, 1846, and 


_ establishing routes and rates of postage, &e. 


The bill to authorize the erection of a Light House on Gal- 
weston Island, being before the House, the substitute of the com- 
anittee was adopted, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was ordered to be engrosg- 
ed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, and the 
‘bill read a third time and passed, - 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, the bill establishing a Light 
House at Passo Cavallo was taken up on its second reading, 
and ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr: McFarlane, the rule was suspended and the 
Dill read a third time and passed. 

_ The select committee, Geo, ‚B. Erath chairman, to whom 
was-referred the bill forthe relief of John Gregg, reported, the 


same back to the House and recommended its passage. 


On motion of Mr, Erath, the bill was taken’ sp and, passet to. 


its third reading. 
‘On motion ` of Mr. Ford, the bill-for the relief of Wiliam Mot- 
fitt, and; others, was,takea yp and passed to its third reading. . 
‘Qn motion of Mr. Scott, the bill amendatory of an act te £$- 
ne the: Marshall University was.taken; up on its seepnd 
reading. 
T Mz. Spot moved tp amend by striking out contain aga and 
anserting others ; adopted. ee ees 


# 


4 


“Ommetiomof, Mr. Scott; thie Will wisorderst tobe ensrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the tule was ~suispeidéd; and r ‘bill 
read a third time and passed: ` EE BIG FO abeau 

On motion of Mr.. ‘Williamson, the bill'toprovide-for idi řevi- 
sion of the laws, atid for the. formation: of a criminal code was 

taken up, read a second time, and referred to the Cornino oh 
the J udiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill legalizing the instructions of 
‘Jolin P. Borden, late Commissioner of the General Land. Office, 
in regard to Government dues upon land, was taken up,-read a 
second time, and referred to the committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill for the relief of cer- 
tain persons therein named, was taken up and referred to a se- 
lect committee, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, So John. 
son of S., Wallace aud Gage. í 

‘On motion of Mr. Johnson of S., the bill making an appro- 
priation for the pay and contingent expenses of Capt. Mabbitt’s 
company of volunteers, was taken up and referred: to the select 
committee to whom was referred the bill for the relief of certain 
persons therein named. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of G., the bill to provide for the 
organization of Goliad county was taken up on its second reag- 
ing and ordered to. be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of G., the rule was suspended, 
bill read a third time aud passed. 

On motio1 of Mr. McLeod, the bill to incor Doris the Or- 
phans’ Friend Lodge, No. 17, was pren up, and the substitute 
of the committec adopted. 

Mr. MeL od offered the following aniondment, at the end of 
first section add the following: 

« Provided, That when real edtntwanaill accrue to said Grand 
Lodge, and sub: wdinate Lodges, by donation or will, they 
shall have the period ot two years to dispose of the same ; P ” adop- 
ted. i 
On motion of Mr. Melieod, the bill was posed to its third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill to incorporate the Rusk coun- 
ty Academy was taken up onits second reading, and ordered 
to be engressed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the nile was suspended, bill-read a 
third time and passed. nS 

On motion of Mi Cunningham, the bill for the relief of" the 


Mier prisoners, and others, was taken wp, and the amendments: 


ar 
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ofthe gommbittce on Military . Afthiis adopted z: ‘bilMonderedwtosbo 
engrossed iene, third tinte:and pissed: 2). uu bn. o be 
Qü. motion.of: Mr, Jonés of S/P.,.2the bill sepp’ementary to 
the several acts regulating impost duties, was taken np. and 
read a first time. 
On'mótion of Mr.- Arinstrong, the rule was suspended. and 
the bill read“a.secortd time. — : 
On motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., the rule was further sus- 
pended, bill read a third time aud ‘passed, 
s The committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following Te- 


port: : l | 


ComMITTEE Room, }: 
January 24, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, ` 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined,, 
A bill for the re- organization ofthe General Land Office; and 
find the same correctly engrossed. a ar 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Conimittee, > 
t 
Kip bi 
On ae of Mr. MeLeod, the bill to appropriate the lidénse 
tax to ‘connty purposes was taken from the table and placed 
among the orders of the day. 
The committee on Enrolled, Bills. made the following report : 
Cae ITEE. Room, 
January 24, 1845. 


Toth: Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives :: 

The committee on EnroHed Bills’ have examined, and: find 
correctly enrolled : E 

À joint resolution for the relief of James W. Wanhop:;' n 

An act supplementary to an act entitled an act. defimimg,the 
_ duties of the officers of- the REY, Department, TOES 
Feb. 5th, 1840 ; and, EEN 

tAniact to incorporate the Galveston Lyceum, ies 

. They were signen by the d of the House of Repsten. 


g? f i oce Bae’ 
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‘tatives ahd Piesidént ofthe Seliatte, and were, thisdayy. pretent- 
ed to the President of.the Republic for hhisiapproval. ` 
 'B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 
Adopted. 5, 
‘A joint resolution making legitimate a certain. person: therein 
named, was taken up, and the amendment of the Senate adopt. 


Mr. Williams moved that -a committee be E to wait 
-pon the Senate, and invite them to meet the House to-morrow 
at 11 o’clock, a. m., for the purpose of electing a Judge for the 
6th Judicial District, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of the Hon. P. C. Jack. 

Oa motion of Mr. Robinson, “to-morrow” was stricken out 
and “ Tuesday” inserted, and the motion carried. 

Whereupon, Messrs. Williains, ‘Robinson and Wallace wero 
appointed the committee. 

The bill supplementary to the several acts relating to impost 
‘duties was taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Armstrong, laid on 
the table. 

The bill for the reliefof Frank S. Harley was taken up, read 
a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill to re-organize the General 
Land Office, was taken up and read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the final passage of 
the bill, stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning. 
ham, Gage, Johns, Johnson of G., Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod, 
Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Suther- 
land, Smyth of J., Wallace and Williams—20, 

Noes—- Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of R., Dunn, Ford, Hardin, 
Johnson of S., Means, Millican, Ogden, Scott, Smith of F, 
Truit and Williamson—13.. 

So the bill passed.. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, the bill to re-organ- 
ize the Board of County Commissioners for the several countigs 
of the Républic was taken up, and, on motion of Mr, weet 
son, ordered to:be:engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. "Gewis of . Montgomery, the ral was sus- 
pended, and bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Nobs being ‘dalled on. the passag ge, stood i as 
follows: By te t 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, “Cooke 


(PR eymen 


t 
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‘Be Rube Sune Hardi, Tokrisoh HMSneby, Joles of Ban 
Patricio, Lewis, MeLeod, Ogden, Scott, Séuity, “Sutherlin, 
SMil of kaldin, Smyth of Jasper, Trig Wallace, ‘Williams 
PAG Williainstn—20,0° o e ee 
 NGds_Mébsis:'Caznean, Cunningham, Dunn, Gage, Johnson 
“of Goliad, Jones of Gonzales: MAbty, Means, ‘Menefee, ‘Millican, 
“Moffett, Perkins, Robinson afd'Sadler—14. 

‘So tlre bill passed: ee 
_ On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill to authorize and require the 
‘Commissioner of: the General Land Office to issue patents in. 
certain cases, was taken up and passed toa third reading. 

Mi. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Résdlved by the House of Representatives, That the Chief 
Clerk be authorized to employ an assistant Clerk for the remain- 
der of the present session, atid that ‘he receive the same pay as 
other Clerks of the House, to be paid ont of the contingent fund 
of the'Congress ; adopted, . 

-The bill for the reliefof.S. B. Giles was taken up, read a third 
time and passed.) 

‘The bill making an appropriation for the payment of the 
claim of Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, was read a third 
time and ‘passed. 

“Oi motion of Mr, Truit, the. dill for the relief of William 
Lakey, was taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the rule was suspend- 
ed, bill read a third tinie and passed. 

-QOn motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the reliefot ©. B. 


“Acklen and ©. R. Perry; was taken ùp and ordered to be en- 


grossed. 
On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. Scott, thé bill for the relief of Michael Fox, 
and others, was taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the rule was sus- 
péehddd, ‘bill read“a third time-and passed. . 
„On motion of Mr. Ford, the bill for the relief of H. L. Kinney 
was-takén’‘up, read a third time and passed. l 
“On ‘motion öf Mr. Cunningham, the bill for the encouragè- 
ment of learning, by securing copy-rights-to author’, was taken 
‘nh omits secortd reading, ‘and the thehdments. of ‘thie-eomithittee 
tedi tie Poets  § ae a EER 


“OO? motin of Mr. :Roblison, ‘the bill Was ‘ordéfdd: toberen- 
bsd: eae a i a amy ae a on . MRI a re ih ce 
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-,, On-motion of achiopiaees the rule ing suspended, hilbtead 
a a third time and. pass aT eran 

The bill. supplementary to. an act: in relation ‘to: commen 
Schools. and Acadamies, and to ptovide for securing : ‘the latids 
formerly appropriated for. the.purposes af education, appreved, 
Sth February, 1840, supplementary, to an act appropriating per- 
tain lands for the establishment eta general system of educa. 
tion, approved, 26th een 1839, was taken up, ! read a thiid 
_time aud passed. 

. Fhe committee on ngrossed Bills ‘made the éligging g report: 


| Comairers TEE Room, , i 3 
January 24, 1845, 


To the Vinal John M. Lewi is, Bea l - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : oe 

The committee ou Engrossed Bills have oe 

A bill to incorporate the. Matagorda University ; = 

- A bill fot the better secutity of Customs; and, 

- A bill to incorporate the town of Paris, the county seat of 
Lamar county, and find the same cor rectly engrossed. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, ` 
_ One of the Conimittee, 

ii 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Robert Wilson, 
which was referred to the comMiltee on the State, of the Re. 


public, 
On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House adjourned’ until, 9 


o'clock to-morrow morning.’ R 


A as ae 
SATURDAY, Jan. $5, 9 o'clock, As M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by. ‘the 
Chaplain—the rolt being called, the. following members , an- 
‘swered totheir pames: , aoir fear 

.. Messrs. Speaker, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke, of Rohertsop, Cun 
ningham, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Johns Joe of Goliad, 


son of Shalhy, Jones, of: Gonzales JRE ar ice is 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, nica M te ee ie dud 
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Ee su til ARE ‘Sihith of Pannin, Smyth: of Jasper, mein, 
Wale Wil if amë and Williamson. - 

uoruni ‘present ; Journals of the preceding: day: ‘read and ' 
ed. 

Mr., Williamson presented. the acdunt’ of Samuel Bogart, 
wliich was referred to the comniittee on Claims‘ and Accounts. 

“Phe committee on Military Affairs; Wm, G. Cooke chairman, 
t6 “wWhoni was referred the message of the President in relation ` 
td the proceedings in the case of Post Captain E. W. Moore, 
angi’ others, and the accompanying documents, from the War 
and Marine Department,’ reported a joint resolution for there- 
lief of Post Captain E. W. Moore ; read a first time. 

“Mr, Robinson offered the following resolution : ‘ 

Aiesol ved, That the chief clerk be directed to pay the funeral 

me dises of the late Hon? G.-A. Parker, ontof the fund appro- 
ited for the contingent’ -expenses of the ninth Congress; 
ted. 

mn Robinson offered the following resolntion : 

Resolved, That the Reporter of the House of Representa- 
tives’ shall receive, the samepuy as one of the clerks, from the ° 
10th day of December ; adopted. 

‘William R. Seurry and George W. Smyth, from the select. 
committee, to whom was referred ihe memorial of the citizens 
of Galveston and Harris counties, made the following report; ' 


} ‘ Commirtrree Room, 


: January 25, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The undersigned, a portion ofthe committee, to whom was 
referred the mentorial of merchants, planters and citizens ofthe 
Reptiblic, residing and doing business in the cities of Galveston, 
Houston and vicinity, respectfully dissenting from the report of 
the talerited chairman of the committee, have given the merno- 
rial'sėrious consideration, and ask leave to make the following: 
re Ort 

fpon.. a careful perusal óf the memorial, the first subject wor 
my of serious consideration that is presbited, is the. éxtrabr ti 

nary reg quest; that 4 4 apes upon te attiétės of necessity? ba" fe- 
ite 


“fevied!” "Ihe “nnd signed aad at a ‘joss to Hie ist vA 
: WIRCH Erticles of ħecessitý” “the themoridlists allwddiwhiéh, 
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under the present sate of impost levied, will admit of a. redug, 
tion of from twenty to thirty per cent. It cannot possibly; be 
sugar;.coffee, iran, steel, powder or lead ; if such are the “ agti- 
cles of necessity” referred to, the simplest calculation will prove | 
the folly of entertaining their request. ‘T'wo cents per pound 
on coffee is not more than twenty-five per cent. upon the origi- 
nal cost, sugar at one cent per pound does not amount to more 
than twenty per cent.; the imposts upon iron, stell, powder and 
lead is only fifteen per cent. ad valorem ; and the average.of 
duties upon the importations of last year, was but 26 6-7 per 
cent. Lest the mathematical accuracy of the calculations made 
by the officers of the Treasury Department should be doubted, 
we will state the question in such shape that any gentleman 
can solve them for himself, 

As 686,503 dollars, the amount of our importations, is to 
182,643 dollars, total of import duties,so will 100 be 26 and 60. 
100, the rate of per centage, which the gross amount of impost 
duties bears to the total of merchandize imported. Vf, instead 
of 182643 dollars we use in the calculation, 201,418 the total 
of imporis,fees of office, blanks and storages, it would be thus; ag 
686,503 dollars is to 201,413 dollars, so is 100 to 29 and 33- 
100 per cent. This exhibit is made for the purpose of show- 


ing that the memorialists, however intelligent and respectable, . 


- have not taken the trouble to enter into a close analysis of the 
subject. ~ 

What renders the memorial still more extraordinary ts, that 
after having asked a reduction ofthe imports to nothing, they 
request an appropriation of five thousand dollars or more, to be 
taken from the tonage duties, for the erection of a Light-House- 
This allusion to the Light-House is not designed to defeat that 
project, for the undersigned believe a Light-House is required at 
that point, it is only mentioned as (when taken in connectian. 
with the first request,) an evidence of the exireme modesty of 
the memeorialists. f ; 

The memorialists complain of the peculiar hardship of their 
condition as regards the payment of the tariff, for this the undes- 
dersigned can perceive no good reason. The citizens of , Gal- 
veston are effected by the tariff to the extent of their consump- 
tion and no farther, and every consumer is-affected in the-same, 
manner aud to the same extent, in proportion to the goods eon- 
sumed upon which dutieshave beén collected... That. the eats. 
are only. advanced by the merchant,,and oltimately. refunded. 
with remuneration for all advanges by-the consumer, is a prope; 


© 


sitióti which at this tinte is perfectly understood,by every seheal-, 
y examining. the report, of the chairman, we.are left in ex- . 
treme doubt as: tothe data upon which his calculations are. 
fownded, and by what principles they are governed. Does-he, 
mean to take the number ot voters in those portions of the coun- 

ty «which he denominates tariff paying and non-tariff paying . 
counties respectively, as the basis of his estimates? Taking 

this as the basis, and the amount of importations into those 

counties, considered in his report as non-tariff paying will not 

exceed $395,000. Ifthose portions of the Republic which re- 

ceive their supplies through the port of Galveston are equal in 

population to the nan-paying counties (as is asserted in the r6- 

port of the chairman,) which is stated to be in all 4,968; there- 
isa portion of the people other than those residing in what are. 
denominated. the non-paying districts, who, numbering 2,828, 

only pay $30,664, or $10 87 cents to each voter, from which it 

would appear that delinquencies in the payment of the tariff are 

not confined exclusively to the San Augustine and Red River 

collectoral districts. 

-In the absence of positive information on the subject, the 
nearest approximation fo true results will be to base the caleu- . 
lation wpon the relative amounts of specific taxation: this will 
exhibit approximately the number of negroes; the number of 
negroes will show the quantity of cotton raised ; the cotton, the.. 
value of our exports, and the value of our exports will neeessa- 
rly regulate the amount of our imports. In No.5, of the re- 
port of the Secretary ofthe Treasury, it will be seen that the as- 
sessment of specific taxes for the year 1844, in twenty-eight. 


_ counties, is $19,756 and 88 cents, of this sum, nine eastern coun- 


TRCN METH a 


ties pay $5,177, and nineteen other counties pay the residue, 
that is $14,679, not knowing: what other three counties the 

chairman includes, to make out the twelve, but desirous ef, 
giving him every advantage in the calculation, we will add the, 
counties of Jefferson, Red River, Hartison and Sabine, making 

thirteen counties: instead of twelve, and the best estimate we çatz 

maks bya comparison ofthe direct taxes of these counties in: 
past years with the specific tax of counties of like wealth ang, 
thée-entire spécifie tax of those thirteen counties, cannot amen, 
to more than $8,051. Without. estimating thé foun extra.equn-. 
lids, fequisite tö make the twenby-three referred to inthe repprt- 
ofthe cHaimman; as tariff paying counties, (still, giving -hig the» 
adfahtage of she assimed! data, Jand the atnountrof the importa.: 


Fidi 
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tions:into.thirtéen counties cannot exceed $338,000, froin which: 
deduct $70,000 impost duties acknowledged to have been paid, 
and ‘there remains, $258,000. . Itisa well known fact, that se- 

veral boats, laden with cotton, passed down’ the Neches, most: 
of which found its way to Galveston, was there sold, and -phe 

return cargoes were goods, on which the duties had been paid 

atthat port; it is equally certain that a considerable portion of 
the produce of Houston county must have been shipped down. 
the Trinity to the same port, and disposed of in like manner, : 
If, therefore, due allowance is made for the foregoing facts, it 

will be evident that the amount of goods and merchandize, im- 

ported across the eastern boundary line into the collectoral dis- 

tric's of San Angustine and Red River, have heretofore been 

much overrated; and, in the opinion of the undersigned, the 

difference in the amount of imposts paid, at that port and the 

eastern Cristom Houses, instead of being a subject of complaint, 

should be canse of felicitation as an evidence of the commercial 

importance of their city. . 

"The chairman of the committee, in his estimate of the cotton 
crop for the ensuing year, has stated it at 100,000 bales. We 
are constrained to ask. how is this conclnsion arrived at? The 
crop of 1843 was 12,944 bales, tnat of 1841, according to the re- 
port-of the Secretary of the Treasury, was 18,367 bales, adding 
7,100 to the former, and 10,000 to the latter, for those sections 
of the Republic not supposed to be alluded to in the report, and 
its wells the former to 20,044 and the latter 28,367 Lales. By 
what process the chairman arrived at the conclusion, that the 
crop of the ensuing ‘year will amount to 100,000 bales, tlre un- 
dersigned cannot forin the mest remote conjecture. 

The imports of 1843 are stated at $471,205, but to this should 
be added $12,948 dollars contained in the returns of 1844, which 
properly belongs to 1843, and it gives $484,153; subtract this 
amountfrom 686,503, as returned for 1844, and it leaves 673,554 
dollars. The valueofthe cotton crop of last year (see Secretary's 
report) was $58 156; which, estimating the average weight of 
the bales at 450, was seven cents per pound. .'Theẹ price at pre- 
sènt isonly about four cents; our present crop must, therefore, 
exceed ‘ihe last nearly.-sixty per cent, to make it yield the same 
value; and all experience teaches us that our imports are, and 
muse be governed by our.exports, N i 

-Fhe undersigned would cite the foregoing facts, and also re: 
speétfully refer tke: House’ to the.report eff the eommittée.on 
Fhaanse, for a mbte detailed statement of the: reasons whieh. 
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haveindbenced them in. withholding. their agyent totheozepart 
‘of their chairman. They cannot conenr with higgdashi 
clusions, as to the effect which the reduction which he proposes, 
wilt have,1in. dimoral and pOlitical point of view, they cannot 
coneefve that jt willbecome an universal panacea, healing all 
‘party dissentions, calming the troubled waters of political strife, 
stilling the voice of the noisy démagog#e and soothingythe bite 
terness of, feeling ever engendered by conflicting sectional in- 
terests, thns producing in our political horizon a¥tate of mile- | 
hial Blesseditiess, which has tiever existed in any countty, ‘dnd 
dé still less Itkely to have its birth in ours, possessing, ds its does; 
6 many inflammatory materials and so much of the elémbnts 
of disedid and strife, | ee te acer 
Tie undersigned, would here express their sincere convie- 
tion, that in the present delicate position of our finances, ‘the. 
réduction proposed woald inevitably result in financial ruin, 
and certain bankruptcy. ‘They indulge the hope, that the day is 
not far distant whén this sanny land will be weleomed into’ the 
‘embrace of the country of her birth, and find in that parerit 
bosom a respite fromthe troubles, which, for more than eight 
years of toil and tribulation, have assailed-us. «Should this 
cherished hope of alt the people of Texas be realized)Wwithin any 
short , period of time, there is' no necessity for change’ in our 
financial policy; should disappointment blight our wishes, the 
undersigned ardently desire to see sothe system of gradual re- 
duction commenced, at a time properatid safe, whieh will pre: 
pare the way toa final abolition of the tariff and the ésfablish- 
ment of a free and unrestricted trade with the world, which, be- 
ond all controversy, is the ultimate true policy: of this éonmtry, 
for by it will all the shackless which now trammel our eoninier- 
cial relations, be‘ removed, and trade, naturally seeking the most 
easy and accessible avenues, will pour its treasures upon ‘out 
Shores, enriching our ‘coffers, and giving new. impetus and gn- 
Sotiragément'to individual ahd national enterprize. Bnt-warn- 
ed by thé former monetary embarrassment and present situxtion 
óf the ‘Treasury, they-behold, with alarm, an. «effort to make: ge 
Suldén’ and ‘extensive.a-reduction of the tariff as is -contem: 
Slated‘by-the bill reported by the ehairman.of the committe 
believing that its passage will like. site: fabled box ef -Pandong 
Satter indumerabdlé atrd-irremediable evils upon therloamatry, 
Without leaving events she. ligkwrofhope behind? ~sy WOG,021 
fests. 3 a i, ot bolle: iter y en IN M R AGUR " site 
z GRO: W. Sal MDMA aar 
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Simon. L. Jones, one of the same- committee, made the fol. 
lowing Feport. = =. * ia es a a 


‘3 


- CommirreEe: Room, 
January 25, 1845. § - 


al 


. 7 l 4 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, Pgp & 
i Speaker of the House of Representatives: 


.. The undersigned, one of the select committee to whom was 
referred the memorial of the citizens of Galveston and Houston, 
while he cannot agree with the chairman, in relation to an im- 
mediate reduction ofthe tariff, as contemplated by them, is re-- 
luctantly compelled to acknowledge that he agrees with himin 
his report, so far as it relates to the unequal collection of the re. 
venne, At the same time, he does not attribute it to the want 
of honesty or patriotism ou the part of the inhabitants, but to 
the geographical situation of the country adjacent to the United 
States, and the pecniiar manner in which the business of that 
section is conducted, Heis, also, fully impressed with the force 
of the argnments advanced by the chairman, so far as they re- 
late to the benefits. which the country. will derive from a reduc- 
tion of the present. tariff, to the lowest possible rate, consistent 
with a safe and proper administration of the Government, firmly 
believing that the true policy of this country will leaď'to such a 
reduetion as will enable the citizens on our eastern border to 
introduce their goods more advantageously through. our. own 
ports, than through those of the United States. By reference 
to the existing tariff of that country, it will be seen that the im- 
post duties, on mary of the leading articles, amount almost toa 
prohibition—particularly on the coarse description of cotton 
fabries, of which we are large consumers. l 


It would be unnecessary to enter into details relative to the 
state of trade between the United States and Europe: the fact 
is tooapparent, that even in the face of the high protective tariff 
of the former, a large portion of the goods entered for consump- 
tion in the United States, consist of the mannfactures of the 
latter, notwithstanding whieh, we are tributary to the United 
States for more than two-thirds. of our importations—the saving 
ot which; rif turned into the proper channel, would be, at leash 
$150,000 per annum; after making a liberal allowance for the 
articles which we are necessarily compelled to import from that 
markeétjas being the cheapest. a 


t ee 
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- Should we adept the true policy. of making onr purchases, at - 
sthecheapest:manket, a reduction, of the tariff would induegship- 

- memts from Europe, and investments of capital from those eoun- 
tries wthere.the-rate of interest isso low, that it would bean ob- 
ject for the capitalists to invest their profits derived. from the 
sale of.the manufactures thus introduced, in the improvements 
of our country, which offers so many inducements for such 
enterprize. | a S . 

-Lanras.much impressed with the importance of a. reduction 
af the duties as the chairman; and only disagree with him as 
to the time and manner in which such reduction should be made. 
We must take into consideration the unusually low price ofout 
great staple, apon which we are mainly dependant, and upon 
which our calculations must be based. There is no doubt in 
my mind, but that the imports and exports are much greater 
than calculated upon in my estimates: but we have no reason 

‘to anticipate that all persons will come cheerfully forward, and 

„contribute to the full extent of their importations, even under a 
reduced tariff, which wouid probably amonnt to 12 or $13 per 
head if all was paid, when we find that, under existing cirenm- 
stances, the average amount . collected is not over $3 OG for 
each voter, in that portion of the country opposed to paying the: 
tariff as levied under the existing laws. And jt must be:a mat- 
ter well understood, that it is impossible to-turn the cnreent. of 
trade suddenly; without material injury to all engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits—even Mit were practicable, which I am induced 
to believe is not the case, . 


The cotton crop of 1843-4, as returned, was 18,000 ea 
s.to 


valued at $580,156 ; which, calculated at the rate of 450 

the bale, wonld give 7 1-4c. per lb. To this we will add one- 
third as the increase for this year, which would give us 24,489 
bales; at.450 lbs. to the bale, and valued at the present price.of 
cotton, say 4 cents per lh, would give $440,802. ‘To the gx- 
ports of theeastern counties, over last year, which was $70,610, 
add o1e-third as. the probable increase forthe present year, will 
give $94,146: te beth these amounts add-$30,000-—being the pro- 
bable amount of the value of other exportations, independent, of 
the . cotton erop.: the whole will make au aggregate amount of 
$564,900 ; which, deducted from the exports of last.year, which. 

were $615,419, will leave a deficit of $50,219... =, n | 
sy We will admit that our imports and. exports will; be equal 

à l : Zee 
-dusing-the present year. At the average tariff.of .2%, pl per 
tent, this will yield $155,200. To thig add. $20,000, :aa;ton-. 
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et apa ator Eo e ied moe bireottioe 
reve ‘as wld not Se proper to’datcrt Aep t 
A a targe portioty ohiherti leatoivies Leer at ine 
fividted “for the paythetit ofpiessings déniatidlsuigdinist tie 
“SoFeFtiinent. ` Takiy l Jins hito attoniti togélfet with thb: én, 
‘certainty of catléction, and it we leave is no rdOM tö saa 
tahy avaifable reverme fiom this sotirce, 
According to the above estimate, we have $185, 700%: from 
“this deduct $18,880, being the pitrposed' reditdtion-vé: five dper- 
“cent. on our imports fromthe United States—-supposing: them 
tobe two-thirds of the whole amornt, and’ we Have a'net ‘reve. 
tte of $166,870. - a 
‘Tie appropriations: nade! for the support: of the. gavertiment, 
‘by ‘the present Congress, itidependent of the amount of. Ex. 
j hegnets i in circulation, wÌttully cover the above amount ; and 
' T dm of the opinion, that any reduction of the'tariff, at: this time, 
‘further than the five per cent. contemplated, would be highly 
“inexpedient and detrimental to the best interests of the country. 
‘8S. L. JONES. 


"On motion of Mr. Willianson, 500 copies of E 
ports were ordered fo be printed. 
‘Mr. Robinson moved to amend, by making it the special or- 
“der of the day for Tuesday next, at 11 o’clock, A. m.; carfied. 
“The select committéé, B. Rush Wallace chairman, to whom 
“was referred the petition of Mary Potter and others, reported a 
bill for their relief; read a first time. : 
The committee on Public: lands, Geo. Sutherland chairman, 
“to whom was referred the bill legalizing the ‘Instraction's of 
“John P. Borden, late Commissioner ofthe General Land Office, 
iù regard to the government dues upor land, reported the same 
“bale to the -Hotse with a ADENI anid recommended its pës- 
“sage. a 
R motion of Më. Siitherland, the bill was: ise ID, ° Kate: 
“afte ‘adopted, jand bili drdered to ‘be enoressed. 
“3. Od motion of Myr? Sutherland, tthe valë was stispotithed, til 
“ybatl'a third time and:pissed.-— - Rae ca a MI 
: t Phe select conimitiee; David Grice ia aaeoa was, 
ordered the: bill for the fellef of the Maitte tele raised harder . 
an act, approvéd,-4thHebriatys 4844, shdbontelitthe sathe back 
‘Hee Houe a ithamndndlinsieestetia eoctrnineaded Hap alice. 
tt Grlin dtodd Mi aaye; tebii wasntakeipengg artiepetincht 
Hu pited: Ai Graded Ub Be endebséd,  Hioiy iw H e 
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third time and passed, onr “Sead uit Neeg 
xs@asmotionvol “ MosMekeod, the hih fonthe elie’ off (Ze pian 
John G. Tod was taken’ up, read a third time and passedagsanay 
= Maz Johnson of Shetbyeby leayeginwodueede hilt:far-ihe we- 
lief of È. L. Martin; read a first time. gay ov fu a hee 
On motion of Mr. JohnsomefShelby,: ‘the ulgiwas sispended, 
bill read a second, time, end: y neferred toa pp committee; i 
sisting of, Messys. JahnspnobShelbysSenany ands Moffett.. 4 
Mr. McLeod, by 7 ae a aoe A gomit ice fnées of: 
duis} fread e: first time.. aa “wo È 
‘On, raotiom,of Me. Hadad the’ ailea pen A bil) read‘ æ 
second “time and referred to the ecomuhittee-on- Hinances” naa: 
On: motion, of Mr.-Menefee,; the voteaadoptiligthe ‘résolution, 
requiring the Secretary of State to settle, with: Messrs. Orugers 


& Moore, latespublic. printers, waste- considered, E. oi 
(Mira Menefee moved to amends by. inserting: ‘House of Reprer 
sentatives ; carried, and resolution adopted. a 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bills'providiag for an ament- 
thet, 'to’.Lbe constitution, were taken wp, they pia the ‘special 
order of the day. 

. Or motion-ol Mr, Cazneauj-the bul originating | in the Honse, 
was taken up and rea 

+ Mrs Johnson of, Shelby, moved to enpreni the- words 4 gör 
judiaiakpunposes onlyLin article 2d. or eae a 

. Mr, Hord moved to strike, owt the entire seticle P ga 

Or motionio£ Mri Robinson, altiafterthie: word bbe residenebi* 

inthe Sdieuticle, was stiieken out: 0: 04 oo 
> Mr Sgott moned to, strike out: thie third altticie'; lash. (eye 

Mr. Wallace offered: àb amendment,’ toprovide that thie: wen: 

bers of the House shall be elected bieunially, ee {1847 and 


Senatdns torbeelected to serve for six. yeaS.. me ey i 
The Ayesand-Nogsibeingisalled fon- dr thë iloption off te 
amantd men tésendmetfollowst: Josema paf pjero 


; ı Ayes: Mess raphordy Hardin; Job nsdnofs belib, MeFarlene; 
Means Manafer Mafia Sadilew, Seoti SMitherland, p Fruity Wader 
laces Willies andn Waditamsense pe: atodi ou amod abya 
Noes—Messrs. Speaker jAcuamnotia'f Cazneau Cin ringtiamzs. 
Rasha Esat dola, Johnsd, of Goliad, Jones ofGanddlessdoles 
of Ban. Ratini Mevis, zMeltaads{ Mahis ys Refilpbnsh wi olbimstiely 
Scum Stwo i dynein aad Syte Jape a bosom nO 
Se: the amendment was rejected. byianenos ot tow [lid 9%: 


* 
OA. 
« 


eMac Sniith bf Funtnin waved to strikeout three: yours,” and 
insert “two years ;” lost. 

' My Seurry moved to strike out “atede yet and: insert six 
months.” 

Mr. Johnson of Shelby, moved to strike out “ three years)" 
and insert “ five years.” 

A division of-the question was called. 

The question on striking out was put and lost. 

The Ayes and Noes being called or the engrossment, ‘stood 
as follows : 2 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Onnningham, Dunn, 
Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, Jones. of Gonzales, Jones 
of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, 
Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth 
of Jasper and Williims—20. 

Noes—Messrs Speaker, Krath, Ford; Gage, Hardin, Johns, 
Means, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Truit, “Wallace and Wil- 
liamson—14. 

So the bill was ordered to engrossed. ; 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bil 
read a third time. 

-The Ayes and Noes being càllèd on its final passage, stood as 
follows : 

: Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneat, -Cunningahm, Dunn, 
Johason of Goliad, Jones of. Gonzales, "Jones of San Patricio, 
Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, 
Robinson, Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper“and Wiltiams—-18. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, 
Johnson of Shelby, Means, Millican, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
Smith of Fannin, Fruit, Wallace and Williamson=—17: 

' So the till passed. 

Mr Menefee moved a re- O ot thè vote just taken. 

. ‘The Ayes and Niaes being called, stood as follows: ’. 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Ford, Gage, Jolinson-of G., Johnson of S , Jones of G., Jones of 
San Patricio, Lewis, NteLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fan- 
nin; ‘Esait, Wallace and Williams—19. 

= Nogs—Messrs, Speaker, Eràth, Hardin, Johirs, M Mickaxiane, 
Milica, Sadter;y Scott; Smyth ot: Jusper and Wiltianisoti—6. ' 

On motion &¢Me.: Menefes thë bere forthe !enttressment of 
the bill was reconsidered.) sts) ay T4auIbts iiu edt o7 


Pee ea oe 
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‘Ou motion .of Mr. Johisoí of Shelby; thé proviso-te the third 
article was stricken, out. iets 

"Phe. bill was ther drdered to be engrossed. ia 

Ön motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, : and.. 
pill read a third time. - 

The Ayes and Noes were talled on the passage of the bill, 
and stọod as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of, Bexar, Cun- 

ningham, Dunn, Gage, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, 
Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, 
Sutherland, Smyth of Jasper and, Withiams—22. 

‘Noes——Mesars. Speaker, ‘rath, Hardin, Johns, Millican, 
Sadler, Scott, Trujt, Wallace and Wiltiamson—10. d 
` o tke bill passed. ` ' 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill from the’ Senate, of 
‘the same tikes was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, ers the 
House of the passage of 7 

_ A bill for the relief of Willam Bugg3 

A bill toamend an act to incorporate the Brazos Canal 
Company; 

A bill to repeal in part and arend an act repealing in part 
and amending an act for the incorporation of the city of Gal- 
veston, approved, 5th February, 1844 ; 

A bill for the relief of Henry EF. Fisher & B. Miller, with 


‘amendments 3 


A bill for the relief of Lucy Davis, with amendments; . 

A bill to repeal an act authorizing the holdingof a District 
Court, in two places in Red River county, and for other pur- 

loses 3 * ' , 

A bill to change in part the times of holding x the Courts in 
the 7th Judicial District; 

A-bill'for the reliefof Helena Nelson; — i 

` A bill for the retief of Francis Hughes and others ; 

A bill to establish the limits of the Mercer Colony 5 i 

-À bill relating to the’ ‘piloa óf vessels entering dé (Port 


of Brazos; © ` GIET arunt 
"gtt 


a ape pill - amendatory'e of a 3 a EEN peociaathy yg. exif 


ment and. ornin nce & of pea san 18, RH a a 
tercourse with the’ fading; appro d, 1th anuary - 
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>i biti forthe palie? of Chaviés Borban dosigioorofTohn 


Tom ; e me ee a 

A bill to ehange thé: ‘ystems of hosebsing wndvcolRecrd di 
‘rett takes i did“ . AA 

le resolution to adjourn, sine die on “Thin, thé 80th | ‘in 
‘ghint y 

And that the Senate had eganda the! ‘vote réjecting 
the ‘bill fe fot the relief of Howard & Ogden, ; and T Ae mally 

‘ Awa’ ‘that the, Senate had réfiised to’ ea Hont efr 
atendments tothe bill for the relief of J. C. Nellis 

~ “Kad, also, that they had- refused. tò concur in the amend- 
ments of the House, to the bill for the protection of tlie frontier. 

“On motion of Mr. Jones-of San Patricio, the bill for the re- 
lief of Howard & Ogden, a and T. A. Sully, was returned to 
the Po a 

The select commitiee,S. Be Johns caiiad, 10 hom was 
referred the memorial of ihe , merchants of Galveston, pray- 
ing the establishment of a Chamber of Commerce, reported a 
“bill for that purpose ; read a first time. | 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the role was ‘suspended, le 
read a second-time, and’ ordered to be engrossed. 

On-motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read. a third time.and, passed. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong., the bjll to provide for carry- 
ing the public mails from April Ast, 1845, to April 1st, 1846, 
and establishing routes and rates of postage, &c., Was taken 
up. 4 

Ping House ad Te to ‘their amend ments 3 ; and, 

, On motion of Mr. Armstrong, a committee of conference 
was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Armstrong, Johnson, of 
Shelby, Johas, Jones’ of San Patricio and Gage. . 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill to.incorporate ithe town of 
Henderson, was takep.u p, and ordered tp be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr, Gage, the at Was suspended, bill read 
a third.time: and passed.. pay 

Pa ‘motion. ef Mr,, Robinsey ithe bili tor J he, jeliek of Sohn 

7 


Trussell was of i up, read a third time a: passed, 


ë ~ eb Ms: 


motio t; Scurry, the bill to re uj ire the 15- 
R AR An ed T sina ech 
z Ae ae 43] es i TA ial ETA 
atui ABs te TEN iird Senki E MeN OUI 


On motion.o& Mrr Ford pthetbilt to emdowi thes Wöslegan 


Collegeof Sam Augustine: Wastaken ops He > DES 
Qn motion of Mr. Jones of Sia: ‘Patricio, theta was olor 
ad tombe efigressed. oaa T ati 


On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rite was suspended, ‘bin 
read a-tiird timè and passéd. 

‘Ori motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill to repeal the 14th sec- 
tion of an act to raise a revenue by direct taxation, approved, 
16th January, 1840, was'taken u P. ón its sécond réading, i and 
the substitute, of the committee adopted. 

Ori thotion of Mr. McLeod; the bill’ was ordered to be! èn- 
grossed, 

On motion, the’rule’ was suspended, bill read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of M r, Cazneau; the bill for the } protection of” the 
frontiér. was taken up. o 

he House adhered 10 their amendments. E ; 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, a committee ofconference: wag 
appointed,. consisting of Messrs. Gaznéau, Erath, Cunning- 
ham; Scurry. and McLeod. 
~ The comrmittee_on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port: . | i 


E COMMIETEE Room. i ae 
‘ January, 25, 1845. e 


To thë Honorabl> John y. Lewis, - oe 
Sp aker of the House of Representatives : l 
Fhe: committee on'Engróèsed Bills have examined, a joint 
resolution for the relief ‘of the Mier prisoners, and others ; 
A bill amendatory. of an aat- toestablish the Marshall Unter- 


sity yp’ Uf Ste: of 
hy ‘joint resolution for the relief af Willian: Lakes ; ‘iraj 
A bill establishing a certain mail route, and attaching the 
Same to. acebtain athstabinte 5 Toot, 7? 
A bill establishing a mail route therein mamed ; VOR 
of wA GOIN resqhation fon -theweligf of ©.:Bs: Aeklet and: CL R. 
Berry ume ald E oo e nlpt o h bonr 


sii Oil for thea pps atinelnt ofePatadists yyt ed io vores 
A joist resolation fontlae sielie fof Michaels ox land oghersx 1 
„uA bibhte adthorizestherexcttiontof a- Light: Moise. dni Gal¥es- 
‘ton Island ; boezaq bre 
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Ac bill to establish a Light Honse'at Paso Ovalo; ~? 

A bill to re-organize the Board ot County Commissioners for 
the several counties of the Republics; and, : 

A joint resolution to provide for the organization of Goliad 
county—and find the same. correctly Engrossed. | j 

3 WM. L. CAZNEAN, 
One of the Committee, 

Adopted. . E 

On motion of Mr, Gage, the bill to provide for taking the Cen- 
sus of the Republic, was taken up and read a first time, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The bill to form the Collectoral District of Soda Lake was 
taken up, and the amendment of the Senate concurred in. 

The bill to repeal the act authorizing the holding of the Dis- 
trict Court in two places in Red River county, was taken up, 
and the amendments of the S-nate concurred in. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs ot James Garrard, deceased, 
was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

The joint resolution for the relief of J. O. Neill was taken up, 
and a committee of conference appointed, consisting of Messrs. 
Williamson, Scott, Cazneau, Cooke of B. and Johns. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Henry F. Fisher and B, 
Miller, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until half 
past 2 o'clock, P. m. 


Half past 2 o'clock, P. m. 


House met; roll called ; qnorum present. 

The bill for the relief of Henry F. Fisher ard B. Miller being 
before the House, the amendments of the Senate were concurred 
in. Lane os 

The bill for the relief of William: Moffitt and others, was ta- 
ken up, read a third time and passed. 2 

The select committee, W. T. Sadler chairman, to. whom wat 
referred the petition of John M. Caldwell, praying the exclusive 
franchise of the ferry at-the t6in of Alabama, or the Trinity 
river, repobted «nttlavorably §-which report wasiddoptad.. : M 
+ Bey bibl fon thé relief of Jolut: Greggs! vRS MEA a thinidd time, 
and passed. ee 


“ABs bilt fon the relief of Simpson ‘Holloway was. ences third 
time and passed. R 

: Qa motion of Mr. Róbinson, thesvote: making.the ITarif pill 
the special order of the day for Tuesday, at }1 o'clock, was re- 
considered, and 12 o’elock: inserted. inheu of 11 o'sh-ek. ~ 

The bill for the relief of B. J. ‘Thompson, was read a, third 
‘time, and, passed. 

The bill for the better security of Customs, was read a third 
time and Peet 

The bill to incorporate the Baylor University, was read a third 
time and passed, 

T'he bill for the apjointment of Trustées, in certain’ cases, 
was read athird time and passed 

The bill for the relief of R Robert Pace, was read a third time 
and passed. . 

The bill to repeal the 9th. section of an act therein named, was 
reada third time, and; on motion of Mr: Williamson, laid on the 
table until Monday, 12 o'clock. EN 

The bill to amend the'4th and 5th sections of an act approv- 
dd- January 87th, 1842, which act was supplementary toan act 
to raise a Feveane: by: impost diities, approved, 5th Feb., 1840, 
was taken up and read a first-time. 

. Mr. Robinson:-affered the following resolution : : 

Resolv d,, ‘That the committee on Finance be instrneted to 
enquire into the propnicty of reducing the rate of Direct Taxes, 
and that they report o on eee morning by bill er a Sale 

Adopted. 

A message . was ee N the Betas informing the 
House of the passage of,, -. 

_ Avbill for the relief of Augustus Williams ; 

A bill relating to security F for costs in the District Courts, and, 

_ Ac bill for the. relief of the heirs of William Bryan, 

The bill to repeal certain portions of an act concerning 
conyeyapices, approved 5th Feb.:1840, was taken np and read a a 
ee time. 

| The biil to’ regulate vénue in certain cases, of a cringinal 
Pae was taken up; read a frst time. . 

dhe billtepreyide.the times, and place of holding the. mn 
sions: af: sleeaBerpeame Géurt of the Republic, nee read a first 
time. ` $ ait 


betaion-fafditea the rile wine uepended bill 


300 
peon times sania femnah tethec}eominiiten: od be Ju- 


diciary. aoo aag ieh 4s 

The:bill fotithe veliefof Willian Me Harrison wadna a 
first-tiimeg- i ers. Maeey ae ee tard pa uy sati 

The bill ib bretha reliefof Bertholet; Heald &'Co. Weis red 
afirstitime. -| gers? 

The bill making valid all surveys i in colonies previous, to: 
closing the contraets for the ‘same;' was read a‘first time: - 

On TOON of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the rule wasi sus- 
pended, and’bill read a second time: ‘ X 

On motion of Mr. Jones ot San Patricio, the rule was the: 
ther suspended, bill read a third’time and passed. 

_ Mr, Scott offered the fi following resolulion: S 5 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on Finance bé Pa: to: 
take into consideration the propriety-of establishing.a system 
of direct tax, at an ad valorem rate z and, farther;,to consider 
‘the propriety of making an increase. of the same,on- all, cw 
bles, except on white poll-tax g adapted . a> 

The bill to provide for the.jsguance. of. aan on eae 
claims to: assignees, where the assigaments.are legally au- 
thenticated, was read a first time. isos, 

On motion of Mr. Jobna;.the role was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and, ifo - 

On’ motion of Mr, Cunningtiam, refered to the committee” 
onthe Judicitrys, ~- 02 te et a t a 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, by leave, introduced a billie an- 
courage. theidestruction : of wolves; and for: the provereton’ of 


personal property; read a first time.. + ee D 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, honed: a; bugpension: of the: fule; ; 
@arried. => Toppo E 

Bill read a secórid tite, and refered id: ithe: corii hido! on 
Finance. Beg BEEN BE MEL? A 

The bill for the-reliéf of J. B:  Tlobertsoby; ss reat ina 
time, 


“ Mb. Henderson, by leave, introducedia: ‘bill fox ike riit of 
3. F. Brown: read'd firkeijnset a uk SEE AGERE | 

Ontiotion of Mr Headerson, aib adle was saspdhideds Bill 
readtaigecond times and Nefob ted soube connniuseods Claims 


and Accounts. 


a ee ARELL 


a frst imer tan tod 
ahhe bill, te change.im part: theitiees of haldidg. theriD is- 
Hel Courts in the 7th Judicial District was taken: tp andnhs 
‘yangqndinepts of - AR gorthiréd: im m p, e a 
The bill for the relief of Luey Davis was taken ip, amd 
jheddmeadments of the-Senate concurred, in. s 
1 Bhe bill. for the. relief. of. J eha Hamikon was: taken wpy 
ead a first times: ee 
On motion of Mr. Williams, the rule was- suspended, amd 
‘bill tead a second 4imes 

sOn motiomof ; Mr. Williams, the role was. farther eae 
ed, bill read a third time and passed. 
= Phe bill-to defray the contingent expenses of the contin 
gent printing of the ninth Congress, was read a first time. - 
On mation of Mr. Jones.of Gonzales, the rule was suspend- 
ed, and bill read a second time. . 

‘On motion, the rule“Wwas further suspended, bill read third 

time.and passéd. 

-The bill amendatory of. an act; supplementary to an act 
entitled, an act to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved, 
~5th February; 1840, approved, 27th January, 1842, was read 

a first time. 

The bil for the reliefof A. W. Luckett; -read.a, first time. 
The bill for the reliefof Augustus Williams; read a first 
time. ' 

The bill relating to. ean y. for costs in the District Courts ; 
read a first time. 
"i. Bhebill.for the relief of Francis Hughes and. others; ; read 
a first time. 
sae The bill for the relief of Helena. Nelson ; read a first time. 

The bill to establish the limits of the Mercer colony ; Teac 

a finststime, > : 
iO, motion of Mr. Gace: the rule was suspended, bill redd 

a second tìme; and, aata 

an Qmmotipw af Mr: Hendersons. raferred to a seleet commit- 

tee, consisting of Messrs. Gage Bourland, Johns; :Ceokerof 
fsRobexikon; SrajthdaWatinia.and-Souriy. i v -u n ei 
tendBhe hidarglatè ngs to} pilotagesoF yessels entesing the Porkbf 


Brazos, was read a first time. ALANNE 93 


Bee 
On motion of Mr. Robiasony' the rule was naspeniiiad, and 


bill read a second time. 

On mation of Mr. ‘Henderson; it was referred tothe som- 
mittee on Finance. 

The bill for the reliefof Charles B. Stewart, assignee ‘of 
John Tom, was read a first time. 

The bill amendatory of an act to provide for the establish-, 
tment and maintenance of peace, and to regulate friendly in- 
tercourse with the Indians, approved, 14th January, 1848, 
was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and referred to the committee on Indian. At 
fairs. 

The bill to change the system of assessing and collecting 
taxes, was read a first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was. spends and bill 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill was Tid on the fable: 
and one hundred and fifiy copies ordered to be printed.. 

The bill granting land to emigrants, was taken up, read a 
second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, referred to the committee on 
the State of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, Messrs. Cooke of Robertsom: and 
Millican were added to the committee on County Bounda- 
ries. 

The bill to incorporate the Galveston Guards, was taken up 
on its second reading and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. ' 

Mr. Sadler moved to take up the resolution to adjourn sine 
die ; lost. 

The bill for the reliefof Leander Wescott, administrator of 
Lewis Williams, was taken upon its second reading, and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

-On motion of Mr. MeLeod, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Hardin, the bill forthe: reliefiof Envanuel 
Clemens, was taken up’ on its second ae and ondéred 
to’ be engrossed. es a cae 


' Ou, motion, gg:Mr, Lewis of Montgomery, the rule wagawe- 
pended, bill read ‘a third time and passed... =o taju 
On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill for the relief of Thoas 
R. Townsend was taken up, and passed to its tbird readings 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the billto make navy sert 
receivable for dues to the government, that accrued prior to 
1st February, 1842, was taken upon its second reading. 

Mr. Henderson offered the following amendment : 

“ Beit further resolved, That the audited scrip of members 
of the sixth Congress be placed on the same footing with navy 
scrip; adopted—and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On. motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. a 

Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until 16 o’cloek, Monday 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Robinson moved to adjourn until 9 o’clock, Monday 
morning y’ lost. 

Mr. Scott. moved to adjourn until 7 o’clock, P. m.; toste- 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of 

A bill to repea! a.certain act therein named; and, 

A bill requiring the owuers of lands in the counties of Re- 
fugio, Goliad and San Patricio, to eause their lines to be de- 
signatec and marked. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson, presented the petition of Robert 
Steel, which was referred to a select committee, consisting of 
Messrs. Cooke ot Robertson, Truit and Dunn. . 

Mr, Menefee moved to adjourn until 7 o'clock, Pr. a3 lost 

Me. Sutherland moved to adjourn until £0 o’clock, Monday 
morning ; lost. 


Oa motion of Mr. Williamson, the House adjourned until 
Yo’clock, Monday morning. 


a 


Monay, January 27, 9. o'clock Ae M 
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House met pursuart to adjournment; the Speaker being 
sick, Mre Menefee was called to the chair; prayer by the 


goa 
Ghaplain ; the roll being. called; the- following: members. an: 


swered to their names? . 

„Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar: ‘Cuneing- 
-ham,. Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson,‘ Johns, Johtson of 
Goliad, Jokneon of Shelby, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San 
Patricio, Lewis, MeFarlane,McLeod, Mabry, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Robinsan, Sadler, Seott, Scur- 
ry, Sutherland, Smith -of Fannin, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace 
and Williams. 

A, quorum present ; Journals of Saturday read and adopted, 

The committee on the State of the Republic, William T, 
Scott, one of the cominitiee, to whom was.referred the bill 
granting lands to emigrants, reported the same back to the 
diouse with amendments, and recommended its passage; 
which report and bill were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred the joint resolution. for the relief 
of J. EF. Brown, reported the same back to the Bones) and re- 
commended its passage. 

Oi motion of Mr. Henderson, -the bill was taken Up. 

Mr, Henderson moved a suspension of the rule ; lost. 

The committee on Finance, S. B. Jobus, one a the. com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the resolution instructing them 
to * enq sire into the expediency of reducing-the direct taxes,” 

‘and ithe resolution * ee to take into considera- 
tion the propriety of establishing a system of direct-tax at an 
ad valyem rate, and further to consider the propriety of 
making an increas eof the same, on all sree Sd on 
white poll- -tax,” reported ; 

T fact itis thexpedient to reduce the direct’ tnx, because the 
country looks forward with solivitude to the period when the 
impost duties can be reduced, consistently with a due ad- 
ministration of its affairs, and a reduction of the direct tax 
would tend materially towards defeating that object. 

That it is inexpedient to Increase the direct tax, because, 
so long as the impost duties remain as they are, an increase 
ofdirect tax would weigh fo onernusly on the tax ayers; 

and fur reasons heretofore given by this committee, t the ime 
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þag'not' yet arrived when the duty on imports cad ‘bd materi- 
ally diminished consistently with thé géweral welfare.” ~ i 

Réé port adopted. , | ae 
_ Phe committee onsFinande, Jobi S. Ford; one’ of the. gohi- 
mittee, to whom was referred the bill to’ encourage’ the’ de- 
struction of wolves, and for the protection of personal proper- 
ty, reported the ‘same back.to the House and’ recommended 
its indefinite postponement. ? 

On’ motion of Mr. Gage, the report and bill were referred 
toa select committee, consisting of Messrs. Gage, Ford, Mot- 
fett, Cooke of Robertson, McLeod and Erath. 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
man, to whom was referred: the petition of Samuel Bogart, 
reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. | 

On moton of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a Second time, and laid on the table. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the accounts. 
of James F. Edrington, reported a bill for his relief; read a 
first time. ' l 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman, 
to whom was referred the bil for the revision of the laws, : 
and a joint resolution to encourag¢ a compilation or digest of 
the laws, reported the same back to the House, and recom- 
mended their passage ; which report and bills were laid on the 
table, to come up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, M. T. Jchnsun chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of E. L. Martin, reported 
the same back to the House, and recommended its passage. 

The committtee on the Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the- bill to-provide for 
issiiing patents to assignees, where the assignments are legal- 
ly made, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its passage. 

The select committee, B. Rush Wallace one of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the bill making an appropria- 
tion for the payment and contingent expensés-of Captain 
Mabbitt’s company of volunteers, reported the same back to. 
the House, and recommended its passage. > fee 

The'same committee, to whom was referred. the billfor the 
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relief of certain persons. therein named, reported. the same 
back ‘io the House, and recommended its passage.. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinsen chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill to. provide the times and place 
of holding the sessions of the Supreme Court, reported , the 
same back to the House.with amendments, and recom- 
mended its passage ;. which. reports and bills were laid on 
the table, to come up among the orders of the day.. 

The select committee, D. Gage chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill to establish the limits of the Mercer colony, 
reported the same back to-the House, and recommended. its 
passage, with an amendment.. 


On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was taken up, and the — 


amendment of the committee adopted. ; 


On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill was passed to its third 


reading. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

The committee of conference, D. S. Kaufman, chairman 
on the part of the Senate; and. William L. Cazneau, chair- 
man on the part of the House, upon the joint resolution for 


the reliefof J. C. Neill, reported, that they have agreed to | 


recommend that the Senate recede from their amendments to 
strike out “two,” and insert “ one,” in 4th, line, Ist section; 
and to strike out, in Ist section, the words “first day of 
January,” and insert “ tenth day of February, 1845 ;” which 
report was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the House proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill for the relief of Thomas 
Cox was taken up and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed.. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, R. M. Wil- 
liamson one of the committee, to whom was referred the bil 
providing for the permanent defence of the western frontier- 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended iti 
passage ; which report and bill were laid on the table, tí 
come up among the orders of the day. 7 
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Fhe comrhittee ow * Engrossed Bills, maie the following re- 
port = K 
Commit?EE Room, 

January. 27, 1845 fe 


To the Honorabls John M. Low's 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee: on:Engrossed Bills have examined, , 

A. bill to repeal in part, dnd amend- the 14th section of dtr 
act to raise'a public revenue by direct taxation, approved, 
January 16th, 1840. 

A joint resolution amending the Constitution. 

A substitute to a joint-resolution legalizing. tke instructions 
of John P. Borden, late Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, i in regard to government dues upon lanas. 

A joint resolution for the reliefof Leander Wescott,-admin-. 
istrator of Lewis Walliams. . 

& bill to create a body corporate and politic, by the ‘name 
of the Galveston: Chamber of Commerce. * 

A joint resolution for the relief of the minute men raised: 
under an act, approved, February 4th, 1841, : 

A bill to incorporate: the ‘Fexas Cotton and Woollen Manu- 
facturing Company. 

A billto endow the Wald College of San Augustines 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Clemens. 

A bill making navy scrip receivable for dues to the gov- 
ernment, that accrued prior to the first of February, 1842. ` 

A bill to incorporate the ‘Galveston Guards, City of Gal- 
teston. 

A bill to incorporate the town of Hendene in the county’ 
of Rusk, and, 

A substitute to a bill to incorporate the Orphans’ Friend: 
Lodge No. 17, and find the same correctly engrossed. 


WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
; .  QOne of the Committee,- 


_ Adopted. 
“She réxolution-to- ‘adjourn swe die Was ‘taken up- 
» Me W. illiamson: moved to lay iton- thestábles 


y 
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The Ayes and. Neas, Betngrealled, stood ax follo.: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cooke of Robertson, Curiningham, Ford, 
Hardin, Jones of Gonzales, Menefee, Perkins; Rogas 
Scurry, Sutherland; ‘Smith of Fannin, Wallace, Williams and 
Wiliamson——14. - 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of 
Bexar, Dunn, Erath, Gage, Henderson; Johns, Jolson of 
_ Shelby, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Milli- 
can, Moffett, Sadler, Scott and Smyth o zor 

- So the motion was lost. ! 

` Mr. Williamson moved to amend, by- striking out * 30th 
instant,” and inserting ‘3d February. n 

"Fhe Speaker decided the motion in order, 

- Mr- Armstrong appealed from the ‘decision of the chair. 

The question was put to the House, and the decision sus 
tained. 

The Ayes and Nees being called € on the motion to amend, 

stood as follows: 
_ ‘Ayes-—Messrs. Cooke of Bexar, a of Robertson, Cun- 
T ningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johnson of Shel- 
by, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, 
McLeod, Menefee, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Seur- 
ry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Wallace, will liams ‘and 
Williamson—4 i 

Noes—-Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Ghzneat: Hetiderson, 
Johns, Lewis, Mabry, Means, “Millican, Ogden, Scott and Smyth 
of Jasper—12. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A. bill for the relief of Adol phus Sterne; ’ 

A bill for the reliefof Jarret Menefee ; 

A bill supplementary toan act to ehange in part the times of 
holding the District Courts in the 5th and ‘7th Judicial Dis 
tricts, approved, January 27th, 1844. ; 

A bill for the relief of Sam. Ricker, Te with amendments ; T 

A Vill to.amend an act or ganizing' the intone courts, and de- 
fining the powers and jurisdiction of the same, passed 20th 
December, 1836, and: to repeal in part an act organizing’ j justices 
courts, &c:, &e,, „passed: ‘20th December, 18965- 

A bill to repaull the 5th séetidn’of ari nebo! cain me 


909- 


hodt daa ihenglts of property levied orblby extoitlen fap. 
proved, February 5th, 18465 ` 

: Adit rebative: to: terinase duties: p 

And, that the Senate had- “appointed ‘eoutrnittees of önkor: 
ende -oü the-bill -to provide for-carrying the: pablic- mails; and 
establishing routes and rates of postage ; 

Atid, on the bill for the protection of the ‘frontier. - 

The committee on Finance, S. L. Jones one of the ‘commit- 
tee, to whom was referred the bill to admit ice free of E Pe- 
ported in favor ofthe- passage of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill. was taken up, and ade 
edto be engrossed, - 

On motion ot Mr. Robinson, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. - 

The committee of conference, on the bill. for the- protection’ of 


the frontier, made the following report : . 


e A a i COMMITTEE Room, 
Me a raana 27, 1845. 


Lo the Honvrable K. L. Autron 
President of the Senaté : 
To, the. Hon. John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committeé-of conference, to which was referred the bill, 
entitled an’ act -for the protection of the frontier, beg leave tp 
make the following report :— 

That they have agreed to recommend that the House recede 
from their first and third amendments, and that the Sénate 
adopt the second amendment, with the following proviso’ “Pro- 
vided, the same shall not exeeed.ten dollars per r month tet each 
person”—and to adopt the fourth amendment,‘all of whichis re- 
spectiully Submitted; and the concurrence of the ‘two ‘honses 


recone es in the Same: 
G. W. WRIGHT, 


_ Chaitman of-the Caes on the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNBAG, - 
Chairman of the Committee on-the part of the House. - 


The select eofninittee, WK. Cooke-chairman, to whom was 
referred the petition of Robert Steel, oe a bill Tor his re- 


lief; geada fist Hine, 


. 
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On motion of Mr. Erath,the rule was suspended, bill read a 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was further suspend.’ 
ed, bill read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs Thomas R. Townsend, ‘wae 
réad a third time and passed. ` 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill to change-the system of 
assessing and collecting taxes, was taken from the table, and 
placed among the orders of the day. 

The bill to repeal a certain act therein named, was read a 
first time. 

* The bill requiring the owners of Jandsin the counties of Re- 
_ fugio, Goliad and San Patricio, to.cause their lines to be desig- 
nated and marked, was read a first time. ` 

Qn mation of Mr, Jones of San Patricio, the rule was sus- 
pended, and bill read a second time, 

Mr. Cunningham moved to strike out Goliad. 

Qn motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill was referred to the 
committee dn the Judiciary, with instructions to report to-mor- 
row morning. 

The bill to incorporate the Texas Cotton and Woolen Manu. 
facturing Company was taken up and passed. 

The bill to admit books and pamphlets free of duty, was 
taken up on its second reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, laid on the table. 
uutil to-morrow, 11 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule to take in no new 
business after the 25th inst. was suspended. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Susan Parker. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read a second time. 

Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment * 7 

“ Be it further resolved, That Wiliam G. Cooke be authori- 
zed to receive the remainder of the pay due the late Honorable: 
John W. Smith ;” -adopted—and bill.ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was farther suspend. 
ed, bill read a-third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Sart Patricio, the: vote to lay on the 
table the bill to admit books and pamphlets free of duty, was Te- 
considered.. - 

The Ayes and Noes being called on laying the bill on the 
table, stood as follows ; 


a 
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Ayes—Messts. Armstrong, Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, 
"rath, Ford, Henderson, Johnson of S:, Means, Millican, Sadler, 
Scott, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace and Williamson—lL5. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Gage, Hardin, Jones of Gonzales, . 
Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin and Williams—15. 

‘So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendm@t: 

Insert “bar iron, sugar, salt, powder, lead; dry-goods and li- 
quors ;” adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Finance, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill to provide for the national 
defence, by organizing the militia, was taken up on its second 
reading, and ordered to be engrossed. l 

Qn motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. i 

The bill for the relief cf Sam. Ricker, Jr., was taken up, and 
the amendment of the Senate concurred in. 

The bill relating to the practice in the District Courts, was 
taken up on its second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Means, the House adjourned until half past 
2’0°Clock, P. M. 


Half past 2 o’clock P. m. 


x 


`“ 


House met; roll callec ; quorum present. 

The bill relating to the practice in the District Courts being 
under consideration, Mr. Sadler moved to strike out “Republic,” 
and insert “ county ;” adopted. 

Mr Cunningham moved the engrossment of the bili. 

The Ayesand Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cunningham, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, 
Johns, Johnson of Shelby, Lewis, Means, Millican, Robinson, 
Sadler and Snutherland—12. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of Robert- 
son, Erath, Ford, Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Mabry, 
Menefee, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of Jasper, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson—15. ) 

So the bill was rejected, by refusing to engross. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the President, 
3y his Private Secretary, Mr. 5. Z. Hoyle. 
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On motion of Mr. Scurry, the message was taken up, and read 
as foliows : l m; o l 
ExecuTive DEPARTMENT, ' 
Washington, January 27, 1845. ? 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 

_ The President has had under consideration the bill origina- 
ting in the House of AAN entitled “an act, amenda- 
tory of the several adiS relative to fraudulent land certificates,” 
and returns the same without his signature, with his reasons for 
so doing. l 

This bill has for its object the revival ofthe right extended to 
individuals to suethe government, in cases defined by the “Ist 
section of the statute, passed the 4th February, 1841, supple- 
mentary to “an act to detect fraudulent land certificates,” &c., 
&c,, which right being limited by the act of 14th January , 1843, 
was barred by its prescription on the lst day-of January, 1844. 
There is but one class of cases embraced by this prescription, 
It refers exclusively to those individuals “holding or owning 
head-right certificates, issued by any Board of Land Commis- 
sioners,” and not subsequently recommended ‘as genuine and 
legal by the general and Iccal commissioners,” whose duty it 
was “to detect fraudulent land certificates.” Persons entitled 
to head-right certificates of the first elass, which they have not 
obtained, from any of the boards heretofore in existence ; and, 
also, such as mny have received certificates from any of those 
boards for too much land, are still authorized to avail themselves 
of the remedy given by the statute, ‘Those clairns only are pre- 
cluded, to which the imputation of fraud attaches, in conse- 
quence of the official action of the general and local commission-. 
ers. Claimants of this description have already been allowed 
three years for the institution of their suits against the govern- 
ment, with the advantage of the notice contained in the statute, 
which the bill proposes to repeal, that their right of action 
would be barred at the expiration of the year 1843. It is a well 
established doctrine, that the government can only be sued in 
the mode afd time prescribed by its own consent; and it is con- 
ceived that the class of persons referred to, have received all 
the indulgence which they can reasonably request at the hands 
ofthe government, without the renewal ofa privilege which they 
have voluntarily or negligently permitted to elapse. = 

What force is to be attached to the.proeeedings or_ decisions . 
of the investigating board of commissioners, is for the judicial 


319. 


tribunals of the country to determine. It is known that many 
respectable members of thé legal profession, entertain the opin- 
ion that those decisions have not the effect, nor are in the nature 
ofjudgments rendered in our courts of law; they, with great plau- . 
sibility, insisting that the rights of no person can be injuriously 
affected by a proceeding to which he is notaparty. It is un- 
doubtedly proper, however, that the government should so far act 
upon the information contained in the report of those commis- 
sioners, as to withhold the sanction of its patent, to perfect the 
titles of individuals, whose claims the investigating beard has pro- 
nounced fraudulent: and, also, to prohibit the location of those 
claims, in cases where surveys had not been consummated. 
This is but the exercise of a negative power, on the part of the 
Republic, whase right so far, to act in its own defence, and in 
protection of legal and genuine claims upon its domain, it is be- 
lieved, cannot be questioned. 

The neglect to the: parties interested in the class of claims 
now precluded by the preseription, to avail themselves of the 
remedy instituted for their benefit, within the delay specified by 
the statute sought to be repealed by the bill under consideration 
has, itis under$tood, induced many of ourcitizens holding genu- 
ine certificates, within the past year, to locate portions of the 
land previously surveyed by virtue of claims belonging to the 
class called fraudulent. The Executive is of opinion that the 
power should not be given, by any legislative act, to persons of 
the latter description who, by a delay of the three years, have 
forfeited their legitimate remedy still to establish their claims in 
the judicial tribunals of our country; especially as such estab- 
lishment cf these lapsed claims, would have rélation to their 
previous,locations, and might vest in the successful claimants, 
tights to take effect from the time of the original surveys : would 
it not be more equitable to leave the respective parties under 
the operation of the law, as it existed at the time when these con- 
flicting rights accrued, withont extending to either the advanta- 
ges ‘of special legislative favor ? 

Whatever right or colar was created by actual surveys made 
for the benefit of individuals, by virtue of any of this class of 
certificates, before their-rejection by the investigating board, 
cannot be, divested or destroyed by any law subsequently en-- 
acted. Those rights, if any such actually exist, remain unaf- 
fected by the decision of those commissioners ; and the parties 
interested will be protected in the enjoyment of them by the ju- 
dicial tribunals. ‘Subsequent locators have surveyed the lands 
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thus previously covered, at their own risk; trusting, no doúbt, 
that any conflict between themselves and those claiming under 
older surveys would be settled by the law, as it was when the 
last locations were made. Under such circumstances, the Ex- 
ecutive conceives that it would be.manifestly partial and un- 
just for Congress now to enact a law whereby the validity of 
the former locations could be established, to the exclusion of 
the latter, and the bill returned is clearly liable to this objection. 

Again, it is a well known fact, that some ten thousand spuri- 
ous certificates, purporting to be issued by former boards of land 
commissioners, but all without authority, and notoriously frau- 
dulent, have been putin circulation in the community, with the 
design of defrauding the government out of its domain; and 
that the territory actually surveyed upon those spurious claims, 
amounts to thousands of leagues, and presents an area sufficient 
for several constitutional counties, 

The testimony in possession of the government, to establish 
the fraudulent character of those claims, when separately and 
at wide intervals, presented 1n our conrts throughout the seve- 
rai districts and counties, is neither so accessible, strong or abun- 
dant as it was three years ago; while the facilities to establish 
these claims, by means of perjury and corruption, have been 
greatly increased by this very decay of proofs on the part of the 
government. Should the door of our tribunals, as contemplated 
by this bill, be again thrown open for the establishment of these 
rejected claims, the Executive is of opinion that very dangerous 
and unwarranted advantages would thereby be afforded for a 
vast and snecessful perpetration of frauds, which the govern- 
ment would be every day growing less and less able to counter- 
act or obviate; and which the bill itself would have an effect 
to cherish, by holding out to the selfish and unptincipled the 
strong incentive of unhallowed gain. i 

In the class of certificates rejected by the investigating board, 
there are no doubt some just and legal claims, the holders of 
which have neglected to avail themselves, in season, of their 
remedy by suit against the Republic; still the proportion of 
such claims is believed to be very limited, when compared with 
the vast number to which the imputation of fraud justly at- 
taches. The certain evil, therefore, would far exceed any pros- | 
pective good likely to result from the passage of this bill to a. 
law; and for these reasous the Executive feels compelled to 
withhold from it his approval. _ Te 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the message and bill were 
laid on the table, and one hundred and fifty copies ordered to be ` 
printed. - 

A. message was received from the Senate, informffiig the 
House of the. passage of : 

A bill for the relief of Isabella T. Scott; 

A bill grantiig to Augustus Burr, the franchise ofa ferry at 
the West end of Galveston Island; and, = - 

A joint resolution for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler and 
others, with amendments. ` 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the petition of Edward Teal 
was re-committed to the committee on the Judiciary ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, they were instructed to report as 
early as practicable. 

. The bill for the reliefof J. W. E. Wallace was taken up, read 
a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, referred to the committee on 
Claims and Accounts. -- 

The joint resolution for the relief of Captain Eli Chandler and 
. others, was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate con- 
curred in. 

The bill granting to Augustus Burr the franchise of the ferry 
at the west end of Galveston island was taken up, and the 
amendment of the Senate concurred in. 

The bill to admit the testimony of executors, guardians, &c., ' 
&¢., on the trial of civil actions, was read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. ° 


The bill to enable the holders of legal land claims to obtain 
` certificates, was read a second time, and, 


On motion of Mr, Erath, referred to the committee on Public 
Lands. 


The bill to’ regulate mills and millers, was taken up on its 
second readiny. 

M. Hardin moved to insert “in Liberty county.” - 

Mr. Wallace moved to insert “San Augustine.” 

Mr. Erath offered a substitute for the bill and amendments ; 


adopted. fs 
Mr. Ford offered the following amendment: ‘that wind ra 
be exempt from the provisions of this act ;? rejected. Sq WWO- 


Mr. Williamson moved the engrossment ofthe bill. 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as folle 
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_Ayes-+Messrs, Armstrong; Cooke gfi PresompCleokactieiobnet 
son, Cunningham, Erath, Ror lage Hari iiA Jobin: 
son of Goliad, Johnson of Shelby, Jones of Gonzales, Jones .of 
San :Patricio, Lewis, MeFarlane, Meclieed, Mabry, Memefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Scott, Scurry, Saryth af: Jesper, 
Wallace, Williams and W illiamson —26. 

Noes—Messrs. Johns, Robinson, Sadler and Sutherland—4. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. . 

Qn motion of Mr. Scott, Messrs. Williamson and lewis of 
Austin, were added to the committee on ‘County Boundaries. 

‘The bill to-allow - Thomas Robinson to adopt a certain child 
therein named, was read asecond time, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the rule was suspended, bill reat! 
a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill for the relief of Jerome B. 
Robertson was taken up, read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis of Austin, the bill for the relief of 
Francis Hughes and others, was taken up, read a second time, 
and passed to a third reading. 

The bill to define nore perfectly the jurisdiction of the Dis- 
trict Courts, was taken up on its second reading, and the sub- 
stitute of the committee adopted; and, 

On motian of Mr. Erath, ordered to be engrossed., 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was snspended, bill 
real athird time and passed. 

Oo motion of Mr. Williamson,the joint resolution for the re- 
lief of Post Captain E. W. Moore, was taken up on its second 
reading. and ordered to be engr ossed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, “the rule was suspended, bill isad 
a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. MclI.eod, the bill for the -relief of Surgeon 
Thomas P. Anderson was-taken up, read a second time, and or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

The rule was suspended, bill read a third time and passed. . 

On motion of Mr..Robiason, the bill to incorporate the Trinity 
University was taken up on its second reading, and ordered to 
be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Seurry, the rule was suspénded, bill read a 
third time and passed. 

On motión of Mr. Willi iamson, the bill. for the e elie of wil. 
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{iat Bayan-was táken Up, reada second: time; and: ordered 

engrossed. tb iiis 
On motion of Mr. Williamson, the role: was suspendéd, “bill 

reaba:third time and passed! od i 

On. motion .of Mr. Esati, the pill for the retisk of Auguktus 
Waäidkiamsavas-taken up, death a second ti me, and-passed-to-a-third 
reading. 

Oi motion of Mz. Caznean, the bill granting land to emi- 
grants wes taken up, and the amendment of the committe 
adopted. ‘ 

Mr, Wallace:moved to amend, By inserting “wpon paying 10 
cents per acre.” 

The Ayesand Noes being called on.the amendment, stood aş 
follows : 

, Ayes — Messrs. Menefee, Robinson, Sadler, Sutherland, Smith 
of-Fannin, Smyth of Jasper and’ Wallace—7. 

Noes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke, 
of Robertson, Cunningham, Erath,~ Gage, Hardin, Henderson, 
' Johns, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of San Pa- 
tricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, . Mabry, Millican, Moffett, 
Perkins, Scott, Scurry, Williams and Williamson—24, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Scott offered the following amendment: “ Provided, the 
emigrant shall have remained in the government three. years, 
before an unconditional certificate shall issue to him;” adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend, by inserting “5 cents per acre ; 
rejected. 

Mr. Brath offered the following amendment: “or those. now 
heré who may have arrived, or may arrive by the 25th Decem- 
ber, 1846, to the age of seventeen years,” 

Mr. Cun ningham moved to adjourn until 9 o’¢lock. to-morrow 
morning ; lost. 

Mr. Robinson moved the previous question ; lost. 

The question on Mr. Hrath’s motion was put and carried. 

M+. : Hath moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The Ayes.and Noes being called, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Armstrong | Cazneau, Cooke of Bea Cooke 
of Robertson, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of .Go- 
‘Hadj: Johasort of Shelby; Jones. of: Gonzales, Jones of Ban. Patri- 
cio, Lewis, McFarlane, MeLeud, Mabry; Miltioan, Jacott Sourry, 
‘Binith 208 Rained mand Will kasom- e i 

Noes—Messrs. Cun nighasy Jolis, . Monette Parkins Ro- 


vat 
te ce” š oa. 


* + 


318 . s 


binson, Sadler; Sutherland; Smyth of Jasper, Wallace: and Wik. 


liams—10. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. . > ` : 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio moved: a suspension of the tule. 

"Phe Ayes and Noes being edlled for, stood as follows: | 

Ayes—:Messrs;. Cazneau,- Cooke of , Bexar, Cooke of Robert- 
son, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of Goliad, Johnson of 
Shelby, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis; McFarlane, McLeod, 
Mabry, Perkins,. Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Smith of Fannin, 

Williams and Williamson—20, 

Noes—Messrs: Armstrong, Crnningham, Erath, Johns, Janes 
of Gonzales, Msnefee , Millican, Sadler, Sutherland, Smyth of 
Jasper and Wallace—It.. : 

So'the motion was lost. 

On motion‘of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the-bill-for the felici 
of Alexander Stephenson was taken up,. read asecond time, and 
passed to a third reading. 

The bill to-authorize the President to appoint an additional 


Notary Putlic for the eounty of Gonzales, was taken up on its: 


second reading. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson offered the following amendment : 
insert “an additional Notary. Public: at Fort Boggy,-in Robett- 
son county 7” adopted. 

Mr. Robiuson moved its reference to the commulee on the 

Judiciary ; lost. 

On motion of: Mr. Jones of- Gonzales, the bill was sedere to 
Be en grossed. 

The rule was suspended, bilk read-a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the-bill for the transportation of 
goods coastwise, was made the special order ofthe day for to- 
morrdw,.after the other special orders of the day were disposed 
of. 

Mr, Robinson gave notice that he would, at a convenient sen- 
son,.move to take up the censůs-bill: 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill to ineorporate the College of 
Eastern Texas was taken up,-and-bill read a second time. 

Mr. Millican- moved. to-adjourn until 9 o’clock, to-morrow 
morning; lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to strike out “Henderson in Rusk county,” 
and insert “ Marshall in-Harrison-county.” 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the bilt and amendments on the: 
table, until! ‘to-morrow, 10 v’clock; lost.. 

The question:on. Mr. Seott’s amendment’ was put, ‘and. fost, 
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_ "fhe bill was then ordered to.be engrossed: 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read a. 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill making, the Secretary 
_ of the Senate an annual officer was taken up, read a second time, 
_ and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr, Robitison, the House adjourned untir 9 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


E 
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- 'Fuespay, Jan. 28, o'clock, 4. M. 


House met pursuant to adjournment ; prayer by the Chap- 
lain ; the roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names, to wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Borland, Cooke: of B., Cunningham, Ford, 
Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G, Johnson of Da 
Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFàrlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Me- 
nefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinsen, Sadler. 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J. ; Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson, 

A quorum present ; Journals. of preceding day read ‘and 
- adopted. 

A committee appeared from the Senate, informing. the pase 

that the Senate would go into the election of a Judge for the 6th 
Judicial District, at 11 o’clock. 

‘The committee ow Indian Affairs, George B, Erath, one of the 
committee to whom was referred the bill amendatory of an act 
to provide for the establishment and maintenance of peace, and 
to regulate friendly mtercourse with the Indians, approved 14th 
January, 1843, reported the same back to.the House, with 
amendments, and recommended its passage ; which: report and 
i were laid on the table, to come up among theerders of the - 

a 

Mr. Williamson moved to. suspend the rule, to take in no 
new business after the 25th instant ; lost. 

The committee on Finance, S. L, Jones, one ofthe commit- - 
tee, to whom: was referred the petition of Thoms D. oan) 
reported unfavorably. a 


$0 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, thè ‘petition: ws referred to'a se- 
lect*conrmittee, cowsisting óf’ ‘Messi: Robinson, Meéñette and 
Sadler, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, thie’ House proceeded tø the” 


ORDERS OF. THE DAY. 
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The billfor the relief of Alexander Stephenson was taken up, 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Augustus ‘Williams, was read a third 
time and passed. . 

The bill*for the relief of Jerome B. Robertson was taken up, 
read a third time and passed. 

The biit forthe relief ot Francis Hughes and others was ta- 
ken up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill to make the.Secretary of the Senate an annual ofti- 
cer was taken up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill to amend an act organizing the inferior courts, and 
defining the powers and jurisdiction of the same, passed 20th 
December, 1836, and ‘to repeal in part du act organizing jus- 
tices courts, Ee. &c., passed 20th December, 1836; read a first 
time. 

The bill to repeal the 5th section of the act to'establish the 
ethod of trying the rights of propeity levied on by execution, 
approved 5th Febr nary, 1840 ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the bill for the relief of 
Win: B. Goodman was taken up, and, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, ordered to be engrossed. 

Pere motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the rule was Sapon 

i, bill read a third time and passed. 

E bill relative'to tonnage duties was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a second time. 

The rule was farther suspended; bill read a third time and 
passed. 

The bil providing for and tegolating' arbitrations and ref 
eretiees'was take-up, ahd'the aniendtients of the’ cbitinilttee 
on the Judiciary adopted ; and, ~> a 
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` On motion of Mr. Scott, it was passed to its third reading. 
The bill for the relief of the Hon. David G. Burnet, was 
taken up on its second reading. 
Mr. Menefee méved to strike out “ previous to 1845 ; ta 
adopted. l PERSA 
Mr. Cazneau offered the Doe amendment: 
« Be it further resolved, That the sum of fifteen hundred 
_ dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated, te pay back 
salary of M. B. Lamar, receivable for direct taxes due previ- 
ous to‘1st January, 1845, in drafts not less than fifty dollars 
each ; adopted—and bill ordered to be engrossed. 
On motion of Mr. Gazneau, the rule was suspeyded, bill 
read a third time and passed, 
On motion of Mr. Perkins, Messrs. Johnson of Shelby and 
Sadler were added to the committee on Enrolled Bills. 
The bill for the relief of James Denny was taken up; and, 
« On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, laid on the table. 
The bill to remedy certain defects in the existing laws, 
read a second time; aiid, 
On motion of Mr. Menetes, referred to the committee on 


the Judiciary. 
The bill for the relief of resident citizens of Bexar county 


was taken u 
Mr. Williamson moved a on grossment; ane bill 


rejected. 


The bill for the relief of G. ‘Elley was taken úp, read a 
second time; and, 


On‘ motion of Mr. Jones of Sati Patricio, referred to the 


_ committee on Military Affairs. 

. The bill to.répeal in part an act for sis collection of 5 per 
cent. duty on goods imported in foreign bottoms was taken 
` up, read a second time, and laid on thetable. - 

‘The bill to regulate the practice and, charge of physicians; 
/ was read a second time, and -referred to a sélect committee, 


consisting of Messrs. Ford, Coke of Robertèdti, Johns‘ afd 


ro hypi tee 


Mabry. © 7. 
The bill to repeal certait acts relative’ to. the credtion ofe 


Board of Medical’ Cetigors; and sd-ntuch ofthe 21st séction- of 
an ‘act regulating thedtties of Probátè Gonttss Bei, ap prey éd 


5th February, 1840,"ds‘givés: a préferaide oP hy giane Hed l 


Surgeons’ claims, was read a second time, and referred to the 
v l 


s 
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select committee, to whom was referred phe bill:to- regulate 
the practice and charge of Silas. y . 
The bill to provide that all laws. shail, take effeet from ang 


` after their passage, uñless a different time be. specified, Was 


taken up with the unfavorable report of the committee. .- 

Mr. Gage moved to lay the bill ‘and report on the table; 
lost——and, 

_.On motion; the bill was indefinitely postponed, 

The bill for the relief of Thomas and Benoni A ii 
was taken wp; and, 

On motion of Mr. Erath, ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Cooke of Robertson moved a suspension of the rule; 
lost, 

The bill amendatory of the several acts regulating the sales 
of the estates of deceased persons and miaor heirs was taken 
“up, read a third time and passed, 

The bill for the relief of A. W. Luckett, was read a second 
time, and passed to a third reading. 

The: committee of conference, Senator Pattillo, chairman 
of the committee from the Senate, and Mr. Armstrong, ehair- 
man of the committee from the House of Representatives, to 


.whom was referred the bilkto provide for carrying the public 


mails from April Ist, 1845, to April 1st, 1846, and establish- 
ing routes and rates of postage, &c,, reported — 

That in amendment No. 2, the Senate recedes; that in 
amendment No.4, the House recedes; that in amendment 
No. 5, the House recedes in part, and adopts the following : 
strike out “ Matagorda” and “ Brazoria,” and insert Co- 
lambia” in place of * Matagorda.” That in amendment Na. 
14, the House recedes; that in amendment No. 16, the 
House recedes—report adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A. bill to provide for the organization of Goliad. county ; 

A bill to repeal the Sth section of an act establishing the 
method of trying the right of property levied on by execu- 
“tien, approved, Sth February, 1840; 

A. bill forthe better security of customs; 

A bill supplementary toan act to raise a revenue eby ti. 
taxation, approred, February 5th, 18423 ‘| ‘ 


A bill to regulate the license tax, and to provide for the 
prompt collection of the same ;.and, 

That the Senate have adopted. the substitute of the House, 
to the bill to incérporate the Orphans’ Friend Lodge No. 17 ; 
and to the joint resolution legalizing the instructionssef John 
P. Borden, late Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
relative to government dues on land ; 

Also, that the Senate refused to concur in the amendment 
of the House to a joint resolution to establish the limits of the 


Mercer colony ; 
X 


” 


Also, that the Senate bad adopted the report of the com- 
mittee of conference, on the joint resolution for the relief of 
J.C. Neill. i 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House took a recess of 


-fifleen minutes, to prepare for receiving the Senate, for the 


purpose of electing a Judge forthe 6th Judicial District. 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order. 

The Senate appeared, headed by their President, who was 
invited to a’seat by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, and the Senators to seats prepared for them. 

Mr. M. P. Norton was putin nomination. 

Mr. Scurry nominated Mr. C. W. Buckley. 

Mr. Gooke of Bexar, nominated Mr. William Lawrence. 

Mr. Johnson of Shelby, nominated Mr. R. T. Smyth. 

The Senate having voted, the House proceeded to. vote 
DIU VOCE. 

The following members voted for Mr. M. P. Norton : 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Hardin, Henderson, Jobns, 
Means, Millican, Sadler, Scott, Smyth of J. and Truit—11. 

The following members voted for Mr. C. W. Buckley : 

Messrs. Erath, Ford, Johnson of Goliad, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Robjnson, Scurry, Wallace and Williams—10. 

The.following members voted for Mr. William Lawrence : 

Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Dunn, Gage, 
Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Menefee, 
Sutherland and Williamson—12. 

‘The following members voted for Mr. R. T. Smyth: 

Messrs. ‘Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, Johnson of 8., 
Jones of San Patricio, McLeod and Smith of Fannin—6. 

Mr. Norton received 7 votes in the Senate, and Mr. Law- 
rence received 4 votes. - 
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Neither candidate having received a majority of all the 

votes, the two Houses again proceeded to vote. . y 

The Senate having voted, the House proceeded to yote 
UIA VOCE. 

The following members voted for Mr. M. P. Norton : 

_ Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Means, Millican, Sadler, Scott, Smyth of J. and Truit—11. 

The following members voted for Mr. C. W. Buckley : 

Messrs. Erath, Ford, Johnson of Goliad, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Robinson, Scurry, Wallace and Willitams—10. 

The following members voted for Mr. William Lawrence: 

Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Dunn, Gage, 
Jones of Gonzales, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Sutherland and Smith of Fannin—13. 

The following members voted for Mr. R. T. Smyth: 

Messrs. Cooke of Robertson, Cunningham, Johnson of Shel- 
by, Jones of San Patricio and Williamson—®. 

Mr. Norton received 7 votes in the Senate, and Mr. Law- 
rence received 4 votes. 

Neither candidate having received a majority of all the votes, 
the Senate retired, and the House proceeded to the despatch 
of the business before it. . 

The bill to repeal certain portions of an act therein named, 
was read asecond time; and, . 

On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, referred to the com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. . 

The bill supplementary to an act for the relief of John S. 
Black, and sundry other citizens of Harris county, was taken 
up on its second reading. l ` 

Mr. Scott moved to lay it on the table ; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill to establish a mail route from Beaumont to Jasper, 
was laid on the table. i 

The bill regulating the duties on imposts was taken up. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio moved its indefinite postponement. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was laid on the table. 

The bill to exempt the steam ship “John S. McKim” from 
tonnage duty was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 
Finance. 

The bill to authorize the President to receive volunteers into 
the service of the Republic was taken up ; and, a 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on the 
State ofthe Republic. 

The ‘bill for the relief of Norman Hurd, was taken- up on its 
second reading. ' Pa i 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio moved its engrossment; lost—and 
bill rejected. . : 

The bill for the reliefof the heirs of Elisha Roberts was taken: 
up ; and, l . 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, laid on the table. 

The bill to fix the times and place for holding the sessions 
of the Supreme Court was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. l 

The bill supplementary to an act, defining the powers and 
Jurisdiction of the District Courts, approved, December 22d, 
1836, was taken up on its second reading ; and, À 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of J., ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, the rule was suspended, bill 
read athird time; and, 

On motion of Mr: Bourland, referred toa select committee, 
consisting of Messrs. Bourland, Smyth of J. and Cunningham. 

The bill for the appointment of a commissioner for certain 
purposes therein named, was read a second time. 

Mr. Bourland moved its engrossment. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was referred to the- 
committee on the Judiciary. . 

The bill for the relief of E. McLean, wastaken up, and, | 
on motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio,ordered to be engross- 
ed. l l 
On mation of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, the rule was sus- 

ended, bill read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas ‘Tomlinson, was taken 
up, and, on trotion of Mr. Johns, passed to a third reading. 

The bill for the religf of Thomas W. Key was taken up, 
and, où motion of Mt: Williamson, laid on the table. 

The. bill for the reliefof W. D. Thomason was taken up on 
its second reading. ; j l 

Mr. Armstrong moved thé engrossment ; lost—and' bill re- 
jected. ` ’ baie, T eons oE 
Mhe bill concériing the collection ‘arid’ payiment of direct 


tagel,' wag tiken' up, ant laid on ‘tlie fable. 
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The bill to redace ths impost dutiss-to 1 per cent. ad va- 
lorem, was taken up, and laid on the table, J . 

The bill appropriating the: direct. taxes to. county purposes, 
was taken up, and laid on the table. , 

The bill for the raising of a county revetine, and for other 
purposes, was taken up, and laid on the table. i 

The bill for the reliefof Abram Skidmore was taken up, 
with the unfavorable report of the committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. Erath moved to lay the bill on the table ;, lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the report was adopted, and - 
bill rejected. i l 

The committee on Finance, S. L. Jones, one of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the bill relating to pilotage of 
vessels entering the port of Brazos, reported the same back 
to the House with a substitute, and recommended its pas- 
sage ; which report and bill were laid on the table; to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 
port: 


CommirrEE Room, 
` January 27, 1845. 


To the Honorable John. M. Lewis, i. 
_ Speaker of the House of Representatives :. 

The committee on’ Enrolled Bills have examined and 
found correctly enrolled, ajoint resolution for the relief of 
Henry Castro and J. Jaussaud ; and a joint resolution chang- 
ing the sessions ofthe District Court in Washisigton county. 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House. of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate,and were, this day presented 
to the President of the Republic for his:approval. : 

B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


‘Adopted. á f e E i i i l 

The House proceeded to the. special, orders of the day, 
which was, ` oo ne he, a, HOE 

A bill amendatory ofan act supplementary to aninpi ehti 


tled an act to faise a reyenne by impostduties, weproyed. 6th 
Feb., 1840; approdid one ait ae eae As AiG 


Mr. Bowrfand tovet strike out “ pig.” 
© Mr. Ford moved to strike out “ iron.” ’ 
Mr. Scott moved to strike out the entire section. - 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, ‘the ‘House adjourn med untits 
eclode P, M, ` 


: Zo'clock, p. Mm: 


House met; roll called; a quorum present, . 

“The question on Mr. Scotts motion to strikeout the last 
section, was put and carried. 

Mr. Scott moved! to strike out sugar and: salt; tost.. 

Mr. Robinson offered a substitute for all the. bills upon the 
subject of the tariff 

Mr. Jones of S. P., offered an amendment to the substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bills and substitute were 
laid on the table until 16 o’clock to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod;}.the bill for the transportation of 
goods. ‘coastwise, was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read.a third time and passed. 

` The committee on the J udiciary, James Armstrong, one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the bill requiring the 
owners of lands in the counties of Refugio, Goliad and San,- 
Patricio, to cause their lines to be desiguated and marked, re- 
ported the same back to the House, with an amendment, and 
recommended its passage. 
* The bill was taken up, and the amendment of the commit- 
tee to strike out “ Goliad,” adopted. ` i 

On motion of Mr. Jones of 8. P., the rule was suspended, — 
bill read a third time and passed. 


The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port! 
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- COMMITTEE Room, . 
`- January 28, 1845, 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Repr Ga, 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 

A jointresolution for the reliefof Thomas Cox ; 

A bill to allow 'Fhomas Robinson to adopt a certain child 
therein named; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susan Parker ; ; 

A joint resolution authorizing the President to appoint two 
Notaries Public; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Post Captain E. W. 


Moore; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Surgeon T, P. Anderson, 
and others ; 

A. bill granting land to iaaa TA 

A joint resolution for the relief of William Bryan, and, 

A bill to provide for the national defence, by oteang the 
militia ; 


And find the same correctly engrossed. 
WM. L. CAZNBAU, 


One of the Committee. 
Adopted. 

The committee on county boundaries, E. M. Millican and 
James Truit, two of the committee, to: whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Robertson county, praying 
to be attached to the county of Brazos, reported a bill for ae 
purpose, which was read a first time. 

Wilds K. Cooke, from the same‘committee, made a count- 
er report. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill to change the system of 
assessing and collecting taxes was taken. up. 

Mr. Robinson moved to go into committee of the whole 
House; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Aye—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Erath, Jones, Johnson of G. Jones of G., Lewis, Millican and 
Williamson—11. 


oad 


‘Noes+—Massrs.: Bourland, Cook of B., Cooke of R., Ford; 
Gage, Johnson of S, Jones ot S. P., McLeod, Mabry, Means), 
Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson. Sadler, Scdtt, 
oe Sutherland, Smyth of J.,- ‘Wallace and Willianrs=-22.. 
ost 

Mr. Cunningham moved to go into committee ofthe whole 
louse; lost. 

Mr. Cazneau moved its reference to the committee on the 
Judiciary ; lost. : 

Mr. Williamson moved to refer it to the committee on the 
State of the Republie ; lost. 

Mr. Scott moved to amend in Sih Perens: by striking’ out 
January and inserting April. 

On motion of Mr, Scurr Y; the bill was referred to the ĉom- 

mittee on Finance. 

Mr. Scurry moved to sipped the rule to take in no new 
business after the 25th January ; lost, * 

The committtee on fie Judiciary, B. Rush Wallace, one of 
the committee, to whom was referred the petition of Edward 
Teal, reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was suspended, vill read a 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Scott moved to suspend the rule to take in no new’ busi- 
ness after the 25th instant ; lost. 

Theé-bill to amend an act to regulate proceedings in civil 
suits, approved, February 5th, 1840, was taken up on its se- 
cond reading, and indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Williamson moved the appointment of a committee, to 
wait upon the Senate, and invite them to meet the House this 
evening at 5 o’clock, for the purpose of electing a Judge ior the 
6th Judicial District. 

On motion of Mr. Armstrong, “Saturday, 3 o’clock,” was in- 
sertéd in lien of “this evening 5 o’clock ;” motion as amended 
carried, 

Messrs. Ford, Smyth of Jasper and: Armstrong è were appointed 
said committee. 

On niotion ‘of Mr. Gage, tlie bill fof the benefit of the citinens 
of tlie Republic df Texis, p with thé substitute: of the committee 
on Finance was téken u p 
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Mr, Gage offered a substitute for the original bill and substi. 
tute; rejected ; and the substitute of the committee:adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill was ordered to be. engrossed, 

On motion of Mr, Gage, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed.- 

"Phe joint resolution for the relief of Patsey Le wis was taken 
up and read a second time. 4 

Mr. Scurry moved to lay the bill on the table; lost, 

Mr. Williamson moved the engrossment. 

On motion of Mr. Millican, the bill was referred to the com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

The bill for the relief of Philip Potter was taken up, read a 
second time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, referred to the committe on Pub- 
lie Lands. 

The bill making an appropriation for contingent printing was 
taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, laid on the table. 

The bill for the reliefof John Robinson was read a second 
time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, passed to a third reading. 

The bill for the improvement of the Angelina and “Snow 
Rivers, with the substitute ofthe committee was taken up. 

Mr. Scurry offered an amendment to the third section ; Te- 
jected. 

Mr. Scurry moved to strike out the enacting clause; lost, 

Mr. Millican moved to refer it to the committee on Tnternal 
Improvements; lost. 

The substitute was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mr. Moffett, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of Shelby, t he rule was suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 

The bill relating to land dues, was read asecond time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Erath, laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of R. G. Hall, was read a second time ; 
and,’ 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, referred to the committee on Claims 
and Accounts. 

The bill for the reliefof John Karner was read asecond time. 

Mr. Sentry moved to refer it to, the Fore 9pyPuplic 
Lands; tost—and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the e rule was ‘sisperided, bit Tiat a 
' third time and passed, 
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The bill for. the rehef of the heirs of John Gilbert, waswead 
and referred te the committee on Public Lands. 
She bill forthe relief of Francis Berry and Esther Clark, peu 


read a second time, and refexred to the committee oneClaims 


and Accounts. 

‘The bill for the relief of Arthur Swift and S. Cummings was 
nead a.second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Jones of Gonzales, the rule was suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 

‘The bill authoriging the erection of Gates in certain cases, 
was. taken up and read a second time. 

Mr. Jones of San Patricio moved to lay it on the table ; ‘lost. 

Mr. Seurry moved to refer it to the committee on Internal 
Improvements ; lost, 

On motion ot Mr, Robinson, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 

Mr. Robinson moved a suspension of the rule; lost. 

The bill to provide fox the apprehension and ‘punishment of 
fugitives, was read a second time; and, 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, referred to the committee on 


the Judiciary. 


The bill allowing mileage to Sheriffs, Coroners ‘and cane 


bles, was taken up with theamendment-of the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. Johnson of Shelby, moved the previous question. 

Stiall the main question be now put ?—was put and carried. 

The main question being the passage of the bill to a oe 
reading, was put and lost ; and bill rejected. 

The bill to extend the powers of Constables, was taken: ap on 
its second reading, and the substitute of the committee ou the 
Judiciary adopted; and ordered to be engrossed, 

Qi thotion of Me. Jones of Ban. Patricio, the rule was stis- 
- pended, bill read a third time and passed. . 

The bill to encourage the digesting of the laws of the Popu 
lie.of Fexds wasread a second: time: and,- 

Or motion of Mr. Cunningham, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Robisisom, ‘the rile “was soepen bil 
read: athine: time. : eae: rt il ar 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the bilane tables Joster = 

“Mr, Armstrong moved to refer it to the committee on the 
State of the Republic ; ‘tost—and the bill passed. 


T'he bill relating to ‘attach ments was read asecond time ; and, 


Qn motion of Mr. Sadler, indefinitely postponed. 


3 
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The bill to amend the fourth and fifth sections of ah act, ap- 
‘proved, January 27th, 1842, which act was supplementary to 
an-act, to raise a revenue by impost duties; approved, February 
5th, 1840, was read a second time}. and, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, laid on the table until to- morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. - 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A. bill establishing a certain mail route therein named ; 

A bill making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the government, incurred for Indian pur- 

OSES 5: 

A bill establishing a certain mail route, and attaching. the 
same to certain other route. 

The bill for the relief of the Clerks. of the District Courts, 
was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Gage moved to lay it on the table until the 4th February. 

The Ayés and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs: Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Johnson 
of Goliad, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McLeod, Méans, Mene- 
- fee, Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scurry, Sutherland, 
Smyth of Jasper, Wallace and Williamson—20, 

Noes-—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B, 
- Cooke of R., Cunningham, Erath, Johnson of S., Jones of G, 
Ogden, Robinson, Scott and Williams—13, 

“So the bill was laid on the table. 

The bill to amend and alter the lawsin relation to Probate 
Courts, and the settlement ofsuccessions, was taron up, with 
the amendments of the committee ; and, . 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, laid on the table. 

The bill amendatory of the several land laws, and to establish 
land districts, and for other por poses, was- read a second time ; 
and, á 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, jad on ‘the table. : 

The bill to charter the Ceres University was read a second 
time: and, 

On motion of Mr, Scurry, laid on tine table. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the House adjourned antil 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

, es į ae 
Ree. Mak. Sieh Oa 
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_ Wenwespay, Jan. 29, 9 g'elock, Ai- +r. 


‘The ‘House. met- pursuant to adjournment; prayer by- the 
Chaplain ; - the roll being called, the following members- an-- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunning- 
ham, Erath, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of &., 
Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Moffett, Millican, 
Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland Wallace, Williams 
and Williamson. 

A quorum present ; Journals of the preceding day read and 
- adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule to take in no new busi- 
ness after the 25th instant, was suspended. i 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Willis Stewart, W. 
©. Peters and John J. Smith, which was referred to the com- 
miftee on Public Lands. ; 

The committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry chair- 
man, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of J. W. E. 
Wallace, reported the same back to the House and recommend- 
ed its passage; which report and bill were laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman, to 
whom was referred the memorial of the-citizens of Galveston, 
relative to an amendment ofthe gambling laws, reported a bill 
for that purpose; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule was suspended, a bill 
read a second time. 

Mr. McLeod moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, “Cazneau, Cooke of B., Ford, Hen- . 
derson, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McLeod, Millican, 
Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of 
J., Williams and Williamson—18. 

'Noes+—Messrs. Armstrong, Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Gage 
Hardin, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G.) 
bry, Means, Menefee, Pérkiris, Sadler and Wallace—16. 

So the bill was ordered” to engtoşšed: l 

Mr. McLeod moved a ‘further suspénsion of the rule; lost. 

- The conimittee on the Judiciary "Pod-Riebinson- ‘choirean, fó 
whom was referred the bilk to adimit thé -testinton'y ‘ofexectitors, | 
guardians, &c., on the trial. of-civiliedses,’ reported fhe: same 
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back to the House and recommended its indefinite postpone- 
ment..- 

The committee on Public pends Geo. Sutherland chair- 
man, to whom was referned the bilt for the relief af-the‘ heits of 
Philip Petter, reported the same: back to the: House and redom- 
mended its passage. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the. bill for the 
relief of Patsey Lewis, reported the same back to the Howse and 
recommended its passage. 

Alt of which reports and bills were laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The select committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
S. B. Brigham, administrator of the estate of A, Brigham, de- 
ceased, made the following reports ; 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 28, 1845. 


To the Honorable John BT. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

A portion of the select committee, to whom was referred the 
memorial of the administrator of the estate of Asa Brigham, de- 
ceased, late Treasurer of the Republic, praying an extension of 
time, to enable the estate to settle the accounts of the late 'Freas- 
urer, “with the Treasury Department, have ascertained, upon dme 
investigation, that the accounts of the late Treasurer have been 
duly settled with the proper agents of the Government; and 
that there is no charge against the Treasurer asa defaulting 

officer. Wherefore, they pray to be discharged from the fur- 
he consideration of the matter.. 

TOD ROBINSON. 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 28, 1846. ? 
To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
~ Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The undersigned members of the committee to which was 
referred the memorial of 8. P. Brigham, administrator of the 
estate of Asa. Brigham,deceased, late (Treasurer of the Repub- 
lic, beg leave to state, that although; they comineidesmt here 
port of the chairman of = eommitiee, they .cotceive that 
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justice demands of them a farthér expression of their views 
of the case: - e, ate a, he S 

It appears from the investigations ofthe undensigoed, : sat 
ex-President, as was usual, and with the approbation: of the 
‘Txeasury Department, for the purpose of greater conmemben @ey. 
drew requisitions upon the several’ approp! kalions placed un- 
dər his immediate control, by act of -Comgress, arid plaéed 
the warrants so drawn upon the Treasurer in the hands of 
that officer, the late Asa Brigham, taking his receipis ibere) 
for, specifying thatthe money upon said warrants was to be 
disbursed according to the orders of the President, as design- 
ed by law; warrants for different amounts were from time 
to tinse-thus placed in the bands of the Treasurer, to the credit 
ofthe ex-president upon the several appropriations for the 
President’s salary, Executive, contingent and Indian puar- 
poses. ` : — 

It appears, moreover, from the statement of the memorial- 
ists that, although the accounts of the late Treasurer stand 
balanced with the Treasury Department, there is a deficiency 
of funds, which he held in a private capacity, and for which 
he had receipted to ex-president Houston, although they still 
properly belonged to the government; upon the President’s 
salary fund, there appears to be a deficit of $615 37 cents. 
Upon the Executive contingent, $1,936 63 cents; and upon 
the fund for Indian purposes, $839 60 cents: making in all, 
a deficit of $3,391 60 cents, which was set aside, we learn, to: 
be used in the before mentioned appropriations, and drawn 
from the public Treasury by President Houston, so far as the 
signing and deposite of warrants ts concerned : but which, 
instead of being really received by bim, had been merely 
transferred from the official to the individual custody of Mr. 
Brigham, that it might be actually drawn, at such times and 
in such sums as would be most convenient in meeling the 
demands of the appropriations. 

‘Although ex-president Houston is in law the only person 
responsible to the government for this deficiency, it must be, 
obyious,. that as, the funds were never dishussed by hina, nor 
even removed Írom the personal custody ofthe Treasurer, the 
Esap the deceased.is ihe, wue deblor.in eguity 5 andy {hat- 
asthe. demands, haveta bepaid lg ihe goxernment,.thranglr 
the ex-president, an extension of time for the settlement af . 
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accounts between the late Executive and the government, is 
an act of justice, imperiously demanded by the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the case. ` 

By such an extension, the late President, with the aid of 
the administrator might realize, out of the estate, such an 
amount as would enable the ‘former to meet a demand for 
which he Ws, without any direliction on his part, become Te- 
sponsible. l 

It is true, that no petition for such favor was made by the 
late Executive, previous to bis departure: nor (so far as we 
have learned,) was authorized to be made for him during his 
absence, which is probably owing to his too great reliance on 
the ability of the estate, to make a prompt settlement; but 
asthe memorial of the administrator shows the nature of the 
deficiency, to be in all leading points as above stated: we 
conceive the most equitable manner of acting upon the sub- 
ject, would be by granting time to the party that would be 
most aggrieved by a speedy and rigid exaction of responsi- 


bility.’ s - 
We therefore report the following joint resolution to the 


House, and recommend ils passage. . 
W. R. SCURRY. 


S. B. JOHNS, 
JOHN S, FORD. 


è 


Which bill. was read a first time. 

The select committee, Tod Robinson chairman, to whom 1 was 
referred ‘the petition of Thomas D. Johnson, reported a bill for 
his relief; read a first time—and, 

On motion of Mr. McFarlane, laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, „informing the- 
House ofthe passege of, 

A bill for the relief of Charles Power, with amendments ; 

A bill making an appropriation for the support of government, 
for the year 1845, with amendments ; 

A bill to allow Thomas Robinson to adopt a certain child 
therein named ; 

And, that the Senate had concurred in the amendment, of the 
House to adjourn sine die; - 

_ And, that the Senate had adopted the report of the conmittee 
of conference, on thé bill to provide for carrying tie publi ic 
, mails, &c, 
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The-committee on Military Affairs, Wm. G. Cooke chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill for the relief of G. Elley, reported 
in favor of its passage. 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth chai irman, to . 
whom was referred the bill to change the system of assessing and 
collecting taxes, reported the same back tothe House with 
amendments, and recommended its passage. 

Which reports and bills were laid on the table, to come up 
among the orders of the day. 

T'he select committee, John S. Ford chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill to repeal certain acts relative to the creation of 
a Board of Medical Censors, &c., reported it back to the House, 5. 
with amendments, and recommended its passage. > 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill and reports were laid on 
the table. 4 

The same committee, to whom was referred the bill to regu- 
late the practice and charges of physicians, reported it back to 
the House, and recommended its rejection ; which report was 
adopted. 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Pri inting be instruct- 
ed to contract for the printing of 800 copies of the captions of 
the laws passed at the 9th Cengress, for the use of the mem- 
bers of the same, to be in readiness by the morning. of the, Ath 
February, 1845. 

Adepted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill for the relief of Thomas 
D. Johnson was taken from the table ard placed among the or- 
ders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill for the relief of ‘Charles 
Power was taken up; and the amendments of the Senate con- 
curred in: 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill for the relief of Bertho- - 
lett, Heald & Co. was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Smith of F., moved to strike out “receivable for direct 
taxes,” and insert “payable out of the first money in the treasu- 
ry not otherwise appropriated ;” rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland the bill passed. to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule to take in no new business 
after the 25th inst. was suspended, 

Mr, Scott, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the Audi-, 
tor to settle the accounts of Hugh 8. Hope, sheriff of Harrison 
county ; read a first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Scott the rule was suspended and bith read 
a second time, and referred to the committee on Finance. 

Mr. McLeod moved to suspend the rule to take in-no new 
business after the 25th inst. ; lost. l 


; , A 
The committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred resolutions from several counties in favor of annexa- 
tion to the United States, made the following report : 


ComMITTEE Room, 
January 28, ° 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

+ The committee on the State of the Republic, te whom was 
referred the resolutions of the citizens of Austin county, in re- 
lation to annexation, have given the subject such attention and 
deliberation as its importance, and the high source from which 
they emanate, seem to demand; and, although your committee 
concur with their fellow-citizens of Austin county, in the be- 
lief that the annexation of Texas to the United States, upon 
honorable terms to botl parties, is desirable to a large portion of 
the people of Texas, yet they do not entertain the belief ex- 
pressed in the aforesaid resolutions, that the people of this coun- 
try are indifferent tothe terms and conditions ofa measure 
which requires at their hands a surrender ofall their rights as 
a separate, free, sovereign and independent government, and sa- 
cred rights secured by treaty stipulations. 

Your committee are impressed with the belief that, upon this 
portion of the subject, the whole people do feel a deep and live- 
ly interest, and much will depend upon the terms and condi- 
tions of any future propositions, to bring about and consummate 
the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Your committee, with some care, have examined the funda- 
mental law of the land, and cannot find any authority to justi- 
fy the representatives of the people, or any other department af 
the government, to adopt any measure in regard’ to annexa- 
tion, which could be held binding upon the people, without 
their concurrence first had and obtained by a conventional as- 
sembly, or by a direct-proposition submitted to them; yet, they _ 
still believe that the expression of the opinions of the people 
“upon this question, intheir primary assemblies, is neither un- 
called for or unbecoming, when the canses which elicit it are 
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-o - a 
properly considered. Their views should be Had; as the Uii- 
ed States must new first act, T “A 
The history of Texas, for the last fortý-two years, is MÙ of 
interest upon this question ; and places the United Statesender- 
many obligations to the past and present inhabitants of this 
country, which she cannot slightly overlook in the face of the 
world, if she had the‘desire, as we are now satisfied she has not. 
In 1803, the Republic of France ceded tothe United States 
the province of Louisiana, and the American statesmen, from 
that time tothe present, have, without exception, concurred 
with Mr. Jefferson, that the territory of that province exténded. 
to the Rio del Norte; thisclaim of the United States to the 
territory comprising Texas, was always maintained by the au- 
thorities of the, United States, in the discussions which took 
place upon the subject against the feeble shadow of title faintly 
interposed by Spain, nntil Texas was formally, and in effect, 
ceded to Spain, in the treaty by which the United States ac- 
quired the Floridas as a.partial consideration for the cession. * 
‘The treaty.by which Texas was ceded to the United States, 
in 1808, contains a provision in article 3, too broad in its terms, 
and too plain and‘distinct in its object, ‘to require explanation 
or discussion for its proper understanding. It isin the follow- 
ing language: m 
« The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorpora- 
ted into the Union of the United States, and admitted as sopn 


. ` Saji pier ee das BA bora pero ip a teres at NS 
had not the right, and that ‘it Was nt Het duty, to Secure to 
inhabitants of the eéded territory the rights conthing “tia 
above provision of the treaty,,any more than that the above 
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nty must have a scope in point of time, at pesi commen- 
a e with the American Cotistitutforr. l 

In the minds of your, committee, the United States never did, i 
and never ean, exhibit even the shadow of authority, either ax. 
pressed. orimplied by any single clause of the - constitution pf 
that government, to convey this country, by cession to any 
other power, without the consent.of: its inhabitants, as well as 
thàt of fhe- government of France. 

‘The government of. the United States undertook a trust 
‘which could only be discharged in onè way, namely, by a faith- 
fal and rigid falfillment. That government has as much right 
now to cede Louisiana and Arkansas, a part of the same purchase, 
with all their inhabitants, without their . consent; as she ‘has 
had, to cede Texas. The right which she acquired to this terri- 
tory by the treaty of Paris, was rendered inalienable by the sti- 
pulations contained in the third article ; the subsequent cession 
to Spain therefore'was a nullity, and totally voit; neither 
France, the original contracting party, nor the inhabitants of 
this country, whose rights were s; affected by it, were madè par- 
ties to the cession, that either ever were consulted—never has 
been urged or pretended. 

The course which the inhabitants of Texas have pursued, is 
already a matter of history—they have spurned with indigna- 
tion, from their necks, the yoke attempted.to be placed: upon 
them. They have, with the force of arms, vindicated their title 
to privileges secured to them by the treaty of Paris ; at the ex- 
peuse of the best blood of the land, they have redeemed to the 
American Union the fairest and most valuable portion of ‘its 
possessions, and embraced the earliest occasion to tender the 
American Congress and peopleits wishes toreturn to the Union; 
again, and again, have they made the offer—again, and again, 
have they been spurned—aud it is thé opinion of yout commit- 
tee that it now becomes this, country to assume a different atti- 
tudé,,and demand, as aright, what.she may have heretofore 
considered as desiring as a boon, Let Texas demand, then, .of 
the U. States, that the stipulations of the treaty of Paris be car: 
rjed out, and that Texas be restored to the Union, without. fur- 
ther unnecessary delay : and the recent demonstrations of pub- 
lic opinion onthat subject ia the United Statés affords strong 
reasons to believe that the demand will not be disregatded,. ind 
that we will, in.a short period of time, find ourselves s réstored tc 
that unign v which contains in its civil institutions somneh that i lF 
detr to our affections. l Sa O re 

ae : # a ee 


$41 l 


_ Your commitice ate not insensible, thatthe same unwently 
councils which- undertook the exchange.of this fertile coumiay 
for the barren sands and fetid ,evetglades of Florida,. witha 
view, doubtless, to the adjustment of.certain balances of politic . 
cal powerin the Union, and to. limit and depress the influenge + 
of that home-bred institution. whieh ‘is peculiar to the’ South, 
may still resist, successfully, our-restoration to that Union from 
which we were so unjustly expelled—and believing that it does 
not well become us to maititain, longér, the humiliating attitude 
of suppliants for justice to qa government which has -overlook- 
ed the rights of our people; -secured by treaty: stipulations, as 
well as the voice of kindred blood, and kindred institutions— 
they, therefore, recommend the adoption, of the following reso» 
lutions, as the opinion ofthis House.. | 


JAMES W. HENDERSON, 
WM. G. COOKE, © . ... 
W. R. SCURRY, = 
= S.B. JOHNS, _ es 
JAMES. ARMSTRONG, 
WM. T. SCOTT, 


. | WILLIAM D. CAZNEAU, ` 
H. McLEOD, ae: 
-> M."T. JONSON, : 


` GEORGE SUTHERLAND. ` 


e 


Whereas, 'The annexation of ‘Texas to the United States of 
America, however desirable it may-bé:to the people “of either 
country, is calculated inits mfluenge over the interests of this 
country, to impair. the confidente of the: people in their. ability to 
sustain, their own institutions..and to delay indefinitely, if-not 
to defeat the establishment of such relations with. other powers, 
as the best interests of the country impératively demand, there- 
fore, S a eo a ee . : 

Be it resolved, hat if the present Congress of the. United | 
States shall finally adjourn: without the adoption of such meas- 
ures as shall leave oilr réstqration to the Union beyond the reach 


eet Con mgt tet Ane e lipa a, ee eaeh) tng 2B owe bos 3g pt T: 
of all reåspñable:doubt, that i Will beth’ dtity of Ahoy 


u: 
tive to anitérintd Such Hévocidtions' Hl tivated wh” by ty- 
ers as will gelieve Oaks Beg duva Rohi atiy hei Bn 
ports, and edd fe t's rch cotintities, when ratified by the Sen- 
ate, a: co¥tespoidin relief from the duties now impased on 


their products and manufactured goods in our ports. “ 
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Resolved, That the President be desired to ascertain if a 
convention cat be eftered into between the United ‘States and 
Texts for the cession to Texas of some cofiventefif point of 
land hear the mouth ofthe Missiesippi for a port of entry, and 
asv depot for the. deposit of goods, &c., to be exported from, o? 
‘imported to, that-part of Texas lying on the Arkansas and fed 
Rivers, through the Mississippi, and for the regulation of Tex- 
as vessels in said Mississippi, Arkansas and Red Rivers, to and 
from Texas, in such way as will relieve them from exposure 
to tonnage and other duties in the American ports, at which 
they may touch on said rivers.« 

Resolved, That the Président be requested to re-open nego- 
ciations for a permanent peace with Mexico, on the basis of our 
proper limits on. the Rio. Bravo del Norte. 

Which were, on motion of Mr, Williamson, referred to the 
committee on Foreign Relations. 

A message was “received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill to change the times of holding the District Courts in 
the Gth Judicial District; ; 

A bill prescribing the mode of proceeding against delin- 
quent colléctors and holders of public moneys ; and, 

A bill-for the re-organization of the General Land Office. 

The committee on Eng rossed Bills made the following report : 


. = COMMITTEE Room, ? 


January 29, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Levis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 
_A bill creating the College of Eastern Texas; - - 
AT joint resolution for the relief of William B. Goodman ; 
` Å joint resolution admitting ice freé of duty ; 
_ A bill to define more perfectly the jurisdiction of the Dis- 
trict Courts; ` 
A bill to regulate mills and millers; , ' 
A joint resolutión for the relief pf Robert Steel ; and, 
` A joint resolution for the reliėt of Arthur Swift and S. Cums 
mjogs, and find the-same corrécily eugrossed. 
_ WILLIAM L. CAZNEAY, . 
E * a One of the Goma. 
Adopted... | A 
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The conmittee on the State of the Republic, James W. 
Henderson, chairman, to whom was referred the bill supple- 
mentary to an act, to incorporate the Texas Trading, Min- 
ing and Emigration Company, reported the same back to the 
House, and recommended its passage; which repért and 
bill were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of 
the day. 

Thet committee on Enrolled Bills made the following report: 


CoMMITTEE Room, 
January 29, 1845. f 


' To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
correctly enralled, 

A bill to be entitled, an act granting to ene Burr, the . 
franchise of the ferry at the west end of Gaivesfon Island ; 

A bill to be entitled, an act entitled an act, to change in 
part the times of holding the District Courts in thé 5th and 
7th Judicial Districts, approved, January 27th, 1844; 

A bill to be entitled, an act to amend an act to incorporate 
the Brazos Canal Company; 

A joint resolution for the reliefof the heirs of William 


Bryan; 3 - 

A Joint resolution for the relief of Jarret Menefee : 

A bill to be entitled, an act to change in ‘part the times of 
holding the District Courts, in the 7th Judicial District ;- 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Luey Davis; 

A: joint resolution for the relief of William Bugg ; 

A bill to be entitled, an act to repeal an act authorizing the 
holding of a District Court, in two places th Red River coun- 
ty, and for other purposes ; 

A billto be entitled, an act for the relief of the heirs of 
James Garrard, deceased ; 

. A bill to be entitled, an act to repeal in 1 part, and amend an 
act repealing i in part, and amending-an act entitled an act for 
the incorporation of the city of Galveston, approved, Febru- 
ary th, 1844; 

A. joint resolution ranking legitimate a certain person : there- 
in named ; TE i 
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ja. resolution for the relief of Henry F. Fisher & B. 
I r 3 > 5 is . F 2 
R A bill to be entitled, an act for the relief of Isabella T, 
Scott 5 i : a. 
. A billto be entitled, an act to form the collectoral district 
of Liake Soda ;“. and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Adolphus Sterne. 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President of the Senate, and were presented to the 
President of the Republic, this day, for his approval. 

. B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 

Adopted. 

` Thé committee on Claims and Accounts, E. Mabry, chair- 
“man, to whom was referred the petition of R. 8. Neighbors, 
reported a bill for his relief; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill to provide the times 

. and place of holding the sessions of the Supreme Court of the 
Republic was'taken up, and the amendments of the commit- 
iee adopted ; and passed to a third reading. O 

Qn mofion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill 

read a third time and passed, i 
> On motion of Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, the bill to change 
the time of holding the Courts in the 6th Judicial District 


* 


was taken up and read a first time, 

' On motion of Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, the rule was sus- 
pended, and bill read a,second time. i 

_ On.motion of Mr. Lewis-of Montgomery, the rule was fur- 
ther suspended, bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Bourland. moved a re-tonsideration of the vote that 
passed the bill to provide the times and place ‘of holding the 
sessions of the Supreme Court of the Republic. — 

On- motion of. Mr. Willidmson, the motion to re-consider 
was laid on the table. _ — 

On. motion of Mr. Means, the House adjourned until 3 
o’clock, P. m. l ea tee s i 

Te es 8 OPelock. P. w 
- House met; roll callec’; quortm. present. 

‘A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House ofthe passage of > : ee Bee, tO 


845 
A bill for thé relist of L. S. Hargous and others, with 


amendiments ;, and, : 

A bill for the relief of J. C. Hays. 

Mr. Robinson moved to suspend the rule to take i 1N.HO new 
business afier the 25th instant lost. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill for the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the Republic, was taken up on its second read- 
in 

Yir. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. - 
The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

_Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cunningham, 
Dunn, Erath, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of Gonzales, Jones of 
San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Williams and Williamson—20. 

Noes—Messis. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of 
Robertson, Ford, Gage, Hardin; Henderson, Johns, Johnson 
of Shelby, Means, Millican, Moffett, Sadler, Scott, Seung, 
Smyth of Jasper, Truit and Wallace—19. 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

The committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
ports : 


COMMITTEE Room, - 
January 28, 1845. 


To the Hon. John M. Lewis,  - 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 

A bill to be entitled, an act for the benefit of the citizens of 
the Republic of Texas; ; also, ` 

A joint resolution for the reliefof John Karner; and, 

A bill fò be entitled, an act to extend the power of Consta- 
bles, and find | fhe same correct engrossed. 

© WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee. ` 
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Commitres Room, , 
January 29, 1845, 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
' Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 

A bill supplementary to an act, defining the jurisdiction 
-and powers of the District Courts, approved, December 22d,. 
1836 ; 

A bill to authorize the transportation of goods coastwise ; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Teal; 

A joint resolution for the reliefof Hon. D. G. Burnet; 

A joint resolution for the reliefof Thomas and Benoni Mid- 
dleton ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of E, McLean ; 

A bill authorizing the erection of gates in certain cases; 

A bill to encourage the digesting of the laws of the Republic 


of Texas, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
One of the Committee, 


z- 


Reports adopted. ; 
The select committee, W. K. Cooke one of the committee, to 
whom was referred the bill for the destruction of wolves, and 
the better security of personal property, reported the same 
back to the House, with an amendment, and recommended 
its passage. 
Report and bill laid on the table, to come up among the 
orders of the day. 
- On motion of Mr. Millican, the bill making an appropria- 
tion for the support of government, forthe year 1845, was 
taken up with the amendments of the Senate. ` l 
First amendment—insert “ for pay of Secretary of the 
Senate, during the recess of Congress, $700 ;” adopted. 
Second amendment—after ‘Chargé d’ Affaires,” insert 
“nine thousand dollars, for full pay of salary, outfit and con- 
tingent expenses; and any law or parts of laws heretofore in 
a allowing an outfit to Foreign Ministers are hereby re- 
ealed.” : 
. The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 
Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Duan, Erath, 


~ 
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Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Jobns, Johnson of Shelby, 
Jones of San Patricio, McFarlane, Means, Millican, Moffett,: 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of Jasper, Truit and Williams— 
22. ` i 

| Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cooke of Robertson, Cunning- 
ham, Jones of Gonzales, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, 
Sutherland and Wallace—10. 


So the amendment was aaopted. 

Third amendment—in paragraph for navy, strike out 
“ eight,” and insert “ five”? ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the last vote was re-considered ; 
and, on motion, a call ofthe House was made. 

The call being suspended, 

The Ayes and Noes were called on the adoption of the 
amendment, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of Robertson, 
Dunn, Ford, Hardin, Johnson of Shelby, Means, Millican, Mof- 
fett, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland; Smyth of J., 
Truit and Wallace—19. ; 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of Bexar, Cun- 
ningham, Erath, Gage, Henderson, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of 
Gonzales, Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, 
Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, Smith of Fannin, Wilhams and Wil- 
liamson—19. 

There being a tie, the amendment was rejected. 

‘Fourth amendment—after the paragraph for contingent ex- 
penses of War Department, insert “for compensation of Captain 
of Ordnance, six hundred dollars.” i 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on its adoption, stood 
as follows: ; , 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, Cooke of 
Robertson, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of Shelby, 
Means, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Scott, Scurry, Smith of Fan- 
nin, Smyth of Jasper, Truit, Williams and Williamson—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cunningham, Erath, 
Dunn, Ford, Gage, Jolinson of Goliad, Jones of Gonzales, 
Jones of San “Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, 
Menefee, Perkins, Sadler, Sutherland and Wallace—17. 

Adopted. l 

Fifth am 


ndment-—strike out “for frontier protection forty- 


3 


five thousand dollafs ;* addpted. 


The committee on Enrolled Bills made the fofowing repart: 
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COMMITTEE Room. ) i 
January. 29, 1845. 


To the Honorable John: M. Lewis, =" 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Entolled Bills have examined.and find ` 
correctly enrolled, the following bills and joint resolutions: 

An act establishing a certain mail route, and attaching the- 
same to a certain other route ; 

An actestablishing a mail route therein named ; 

_ Anact making an appropriation for the payment of the out- 
standing liabilities of the government, incurred for Indian pur- 
poses ; and, 

A joint resolution for the relief of Charles Power. __ 

They having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President ofthe Senate were, this day, pre- 
sented to his Excellency, the President, for his approval. 

S. W. PERKINS, 
` One of the Committee. 
- Adopted. j l 

Mr. Cunningham moved a re-consideration ofthe vote re- 
jecting a bill supplementary to an'act for the relief of John S. 
Black, and sundry other citizens of Harris county. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning, 


- 


Tuursbay, Jan. 30, 10 o’clock a. mt. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the Chap- 
lain ; the roll being called, the following.members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cunning- 
ham, Dtinn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Jolingon 
of G., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, etie- 
fee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robigsot, Sadler Scott, 
SR, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, Smyth of J, ryit ahd 

ailace. - i Sr A TR e f 
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A quorum present; Journals of preceding day read and 
adopted. 

The commitiee appointed to request the Senate to meet the 
House, for the ‘purpose of electing a Judge for the 6th Judicial 
District, reported duty performed. ` sana 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill amendatory of an act to establish the Marshall Uni- 
versity ; 

A bill to provide for the revision: of the civil laws, and for the 
formation of a criminal code, and a bill to repeal a part of an 
act, approved, 5th February, 1842, to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation, approved, January 16th, 1840; 

And, that the bill to endow the Wesleyan College of San An- 
gustine, had been rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule to take in no new busi- 
ness after the 25th instant, was suspended; and, 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, introduced a bill to authorize the erec- 
tion ofa Hospital at-Galveston ; read a first time. 

On motion ot Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time and-referred to the committee on Finance. 

The committee on the Judiciary, J. Armstrong one of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the bill for the appointment of a 
Commissioner for certain purposes, reported the same back to 
the House, and recommended its passage; which report and 
bill were laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
day. i 

T'he committee on Engrossed Bills made the following report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 


January 29, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, . 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentatives : 

The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 

A bill for the improvement of the navigation of the Angelina 
and Snow Rivers; - 

A bill to incorporate the Trinity University ; also, . 

A bill to be entitled, an act granting certain privileges to li- 

censed houses ; and find the same correctly engrossed. 
A. HJ ONES, 
. One of the Committee. 

l Adopted. 
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The committee on the Judiciary, Tod Robinson chairman, 
to whom was referred the bill to repeal certain portions of an act 
therein named, reported the same back to the House and recom- 
mended its indefinite postponement; which report and bill were 
laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the day. < 

The committee on Finance, George W. Smyth chairman, to 


whom was referred the bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the- 


accounts of Hugh S. Hope, Sheriff of Harrison county, reported 
the same back to the House for its action, 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill was taken up. 

Mr. Erath offered the following amendment: “the Auditor is 
also required to audit the accounts of Jerry Hood, Sheriff of 
Milam county, on the same conditions; adopted. 

Mr. Cunningham moved to amend, by extending the privi- 
lege to the late Treasurer of Victoria county; rejected. 

Mr. Henderson moved to amend, by extending the privilege 
to the Sheriff of Harris county ; rejected. 

Mr. Scott moved the engrossment of.the bill. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Erath, Ford, 
Gage, Hardin, Johns, Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, Millican, 
Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Williams 
and Williamson—20. 

Noes—Messrs. Cooke of B., Cunningham, Dunn, Henderson, 
Johnson of G., Jones of G., Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, Sadler, 
Smyth of J, and Truit—12. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
third time and passed. ~ / 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the name of the Sheriff of Mi- 
lam county was inserted in the caption. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the re-organization of 


the General Land Office was taken up. 
Mr. Henderson moved to lay it on the tabfe ; lost. 
The amendments of the Senate, were then concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. Henderson, the motion to re consider the 


| 


vote rejecting the bill supplementary to an act for the relief of | 


John S. Black, and sundry citizens of Harris County was taken 


up, and the vote re-considered. 
Mr. Henderson offered a substitute to the original bilt; adopt- 
ed 


Mr. Williamson offered the following amendment :.“ and that 


| 
| 
| 
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áll rejected claims in the county of Bastrop be, and they are 
hereby declared valid; adopted. i 
Mr. Dunn offered an amendment, to make valid all rejected 
rae in the counties of Shelby, San Augustine, Jasper and 
Sabine. ee 
Mr. Gage moved the indefinite postponement of the bill an 
amendments. ` ; i 
: The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 
Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod, 
Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit, Wallace, 
Williams and Williamson—30. l 
Noes— Messrs, Cazneau, Erath and Robinson—3. 


So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the motion to re-consider the 
vote that passed tle bill to change the times and place of 
holding the sessions of the Supreme Court of the Republic 
was taken up. 

Mr. Scurry moved to lay the motion on the table ; lost. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the re-consideration of 
the vote, stood as follows : l 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Erath, Hardin, Johns, Johnson of G., Jones of 
G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Millican, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Scott, Wallace, Williams and 
Williamson—23, 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cunningham, Dunn, Ford, 
Gage Henderson, Johnson of S., Means, Menefee, Sadler, 
Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J. and ‘Truit—14. 

So the vote was re-considered. 

Mr. Cazneau moved the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Henderson moved the previous question. 


Shall the main question be now put? 

‘The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cooke of R., Erath, Ford, 
Gage Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of S., Means, Menefee, Mof- 
fett, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit and 
Wallace—19. i 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B.. Cunning- 
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ham, Dunn, Johns, Johnson-of G., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., 
Lewis, McLeod, Mabrv, Millican, Ogden, Perins, Robinson, 
Williams and Williamson—18.- 

So the motion carried. j 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill was aido on the table. 4 

Mr. Williamson moved a re-consideration ofthe vote that in- 
definitely ` postponed the bill for the enumeration of the inhabi- 
tants of the Republic. 

« Mr. Johnson of'S., moved to lay the bill on the table, and 
make it the special order of the day for to-morrow, 10 o’glock. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Armstrong` moved a re-consideration of tke vote on the 
previous question ; carrie 

On motion ot Mr. McLeod, the bill for the relief of L. S. Har- 
gous, and others, was taken up, and the amendments of the 
Senate adopted. 

` On motion of Mr. Wallace, the rule to take in no new busi- 
ness after the 25th instant, was suspended. 

Mr. Wallace presented the petition of Francis Wilson, which 
was referred to the committee on Education, 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill for the reliefof A. W. 
Luckett was taken up, read a third time and passéd. 

A message was received from his Excellency, the President, 
through his Private Secretary, Mr. S. Z. Hoyle, which was a 
veto on an act supplementary to an act, entitled an act defining 
the duties of the officers of the Treasury Department, approve 
5th February, 1840. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill for the relief of Helena Nel- 
son was taken up, read a second time, and passed to a third read. | 
ing. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the vill to charter the Ceres Aca. 
demy, was taken up on its second reading, and ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson ofS., the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, the bill to amend 
an act organizing the Inferior Courts, and defining the powers 
and jurisdiction of the same, passed 20th December, 1836, and 
to repeal in part an act organizing Justices Courts, &e., &e., 
passed 20th December, 1836, was taken up on its second and 

passed, to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis of M, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. . ~ 


Sue Fhe 
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A message was received from the Senate iei ‘the 
House of the passage of, 

A, bill explanatory ofan appropriation made by an act making 
appropriations for the support of government, for the-year 1842, 
approved, 3d February, 1842 ; 

A bill to amend an act incor porating the town of Bastrop; and, 

That the Senate had receded from their amendment to the 
general appropriation bill, 

On motion of Mr. Mabry,-the bill to amend an act incorpo- 
rating the town of Bastrop, was taken up and read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was further suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chief clerk be authorized to employ a 
clerk, to assist in the enrollment and engrossment of bills—said 
clerk to be paid out.of the contingent fund of Congress; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Bourland, the bill for the appointment of a 
Commissioner for certain purposes, was taken up on its second 
reading, and ordered to be engrossed. ' 

On motion of Mr. Cooke of R., the rule was suspended, and 
bill read a third time. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the final passage of 
the bill, stood. as follows : A 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of R., Gage, Hardin, Johnson of G. , Lewis, MeLeod, 
Mabry, Means, Moffett, Ogden, Sadler, Scott, Wallace, Williams 
and Williamson—19. 

Noes—Messrs. Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Johns, 
Johnson of 8., Jones of G., Menefee, Manca Scurry, Suther- 
land, Smyth of J. and. Truit—t3. 

So the bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M 


* 
3 o'clock, P. M. 


+ 


House met; roll called; aquorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke of R., the.bill fòr the relief of Thos, 
and Benoni, Middleton was taken. arp, read athird time,and pas- 
sed, š 
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The committee on Education, W. R. Scurry chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition, of Francis Wilson, reported a 
bill for the relief ofthe Wesleyan College ; read a first time. 

On. motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was suspended, bill read a 
second time, and ordered to be engrossed. ane 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill to 
adinit books and pamphlets free of duty, made the following re- 
port: ; 


ComMITTEE Room, 

January 80, 1845. i 

To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the joint 
resolution providing for the importation of printed books, duty 
free, have again given the subject that patient investigatiow 
which its importance demands, and beg leave to report, that the 
duties have already been reduced on articles of prime necessity, 
as far as the present condition of the country will admit, con- 
sistently with an efficient administration of the government.— 
In some portions ofthe Republic, which have recently received 
by immigration, large accessions of population, the people are 
_ actually suffering for subsistance ; and if it were consistent with 
the safety of the government, a reduction of duties on provis- 
ions would first clairn the attention of Congress; but itis a mat- 
ter of deep regret to your committee, that the poverty and em- 
barrassment of the government is such that we do not feel justi- 
fied in recommending any farther reduction of imposts, though 
called for by the crying necessities of an oppressed population. 
Much less, therefore, are we disposed’to recommend a reduc- 
tion of duties on books, which, for the most part, at the present 
day, are the light luxuries of men of wealth and literary: Jeis-. 
ure, and ina great measure calculated to pamper a vicious and 
depraved literary taste. © l 

If other reasons are necessary, your committee, with all due 
deference to- the opinions of: many educated: and intelligent gen- 
tlemen, who advocate the indiscriminate and unrestricted im- 
portation of foreign literature, would humbly hazard the opin- 
ion that.the repeal asked’ for, would'not encourage sound'educa- 
tion, or elevate the literary taste;the intelligence or morals of the 
community. They are aware that the popularcry is fof more 
books ;. aud they are equally aware of the painful truth that the 
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odd books already amongst us are but little studied, with thaf 
patience and mature reflectiom necessary to a correct apprecia- 
tion of their merits. More light is greedily called.for, while it 
is matter of doubt whether the importation’ of books ¢ndiscrim#:- 
nately would afford more light, or shadow the literary realm 
with more obscutity and vicious confusion—fiction and novelty 
is the order of the day. l 


$s 


————+— that the mind 
~ Of desultory man, studious of change, l 
And pleased with novelty, may be indulged.” 


‘Though that indulgence is unfortunate, too often, at the expense 
of many of the higher and nobler virtues of the human heart. 
Ťt is a matter of common observation, that the literary taste of 
the public is, at the present day, less chaste, and the works of 
modern authors evince less genius, strength and merit, than 
those of former days. In polite literature, the works of Addi- 
son, Johnson, Le Sige, and others, are still unrivalled models 
for the study and admiration of succeeding ages, In the realm 
of fancy and romance, the ancients have pre-occupied the 
ground, and their beautiful and thrilling creations remain the 
unimitated’ and inimitable patterns fot the whole tribe of busy 
scribblers, who continue from time to time, to flood the voracious _ 
and insatiate public, like the locust of Egypt, with their pestife+ 
rous visitations. In.morai and natural’ philosophy—in sacred 
and profane histary—in theology as well as in the arts and sei- 
ences, the standard text books used in the- schools and colleges 
of the present day, are the unrivalled productions [of former 
ages. 

In investigating the causes which have produced this appa- 
rent literary inferiority of the present age, we cannot admit that 
the present race of mankind are inferior to those who have pre- 
ceded’ them in-natural mental strength. Whey, then, with all 
all the, advantages of the experiments and. intellectual labors of 
those who have gone before, do the modern writers fall so far 
short in all the essential manifestations of intellectial greatness ? 
We hunibly enfettain the opinion, that the true secret lies in the 
fact, that the ancients drew from nature, and with their paucity 
of books, they studied nature more attentively than the moderas, 
confused and. overwhelmed as they are, with such a profusion 
éfboaks which, from-necessity, they must but imperfectly study. 
The original is always superior in merit to the mere copy, be- 
cause, more genius and talent is requisite to execute an original: 
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design,than to perform the more rhenial office of a copyist. But, 
originality, is not the only reason of the literary excellence of 
ancient authors. They had. but few books to read, and they 
studied and understood-them well, while we are confused ‘and 
overwhelmed with such amass of carelessly written: books, and 
our attention distracted and divided between such an obscure 
multiplicity of literary matter, that it is almost impossible to give 
any, in our eagerness for novelty, that mature and deliberate 
study which is necessary for a correct understanding. If three- ' 
fourths of the light literature which ‘now ,eumbers our'library 
shelves and book- -stores, were to share the fate of the Alexandri- 
an Library, the cause of publie learning and public morals 
would suffer no material damage.. 

Your committee would, therefore, respectfully recommend 
the indefinite postponement of the bill, 

S. B.J OHNS. 


> ` W. R. SCURRY. 

- | JOHN S. FORD. 
WM. T. SADLER. 
S. L. JONES. 


Mr. Menetee moved to lay the report on the table; lost. 

“Mr. Johnson of S., moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill and report. 

‘A division of the question. 

The Ayes and Noes being called ¢ on the indefinite postpone- 
ment.of the bill, stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker,.-Armstrong, Cooke of R. , Conning- 
ham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of 
G., Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., McLeod, Mabry, 
Means, Millican, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth at d., 
Truit and Wallace—25. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Gage, 
Lewis. Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Smith 
of F. and Williams—12, 

So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

‘Oh motion of Mr. Scurry, the report was laid on- the table. 

-A message was received from the Senate, informing. the 
House of the passage of, - 

A bill teamend and alter the laws relating to Probaté 
Counts, and the settlement of successions’; 
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A joint resolution authorizing thé President to appoint two 
Notaries Public; 

The bill supplementary to the several-acts relative to di- 
rect taxation, with amendments; and, 

A bill for the relief of Charles B. Snow, with amendments ; 2 

And that the Senate bad rejected a bill to re-organize ‘the 
Board of County Commissioners, for the several counties of 
the Republic ; * 

A bill for the rélief of the minute men, raised under an act, 
approved; February Sth, 1841; and,’ 

A. Gill for the relief of Milton flicks; and; 

. That the Senate has refused to concur in the amendments 
ot the’ House, ‘to the bill for the relief of T.. Jefferson Cham- 
bers. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the bill explanatory of an ap- 
propriation, made by an` act making appropriations for the 
support of government, for the year 1842, was taken up and 
read a first time. 

On motion of Mi. “Menefee, the rule was: ' suspended, and 
bill read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was farther suspended; 
bill read a third time and passed. 

' On motion of .Mr. Scurry, the bill for the permanent de- 
fence of the south-western frontier-was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, laid on the table, until’ 7_o'tlock, 
this evening. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bills on the subject of the 
tariff, were taken up, and the substitute offered by Mr. Robin- 
son, ona previous day, for.all the bills, was adopted. 

. Messrs. Jones of S. P., and McLeod, offered sundry amend- 
ments, which were adopted’; and, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill was referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Messrs. McLeod, Robinson, 
Scurry, Bourland and Smyth ofJ. 

The biĦ to amend ihe 4th and 5th ‘sections of an act, àp- 
proved, January 27th, 1842, which. act was ‘supplementary 
toan act, to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved, 5th 
Febraary, 1840, was taken up on its second reading. 

Mr. Scott moved to amend, by inserting “the District of 
Soda Lake; adopted—and bill passed to a third reading. 
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A message was received from the Senate, infortheming 
House of the passage of, 

A bill supplementary to an act, to establish the eastern 
„boundary line of Rusk county, and for other purposes, with 
amendments. 

And a bill for the incorporation of the town of Henderson, 
in Rusk county, with amendments. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved to take up a bill supplemery nia 
to an act, to incorporate the ‘Texas Mining and Emigrating 
Company; carried—and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. : 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rale was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of J., the bill supplementary to 
the several acts relative to direct taxation, was taken up, and 
the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the bill for the relief of R. S, 
Neighbors, was taken up on its second reading, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke of R., the bill for the revision of 
the laws, and for the formation of a criminal code, was taken 
up onits second reading ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, laid on the table. 

The bill to regulate license tax, and to provide for the 
prompt collection or the same, was, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, taken up aud read a frst time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and referred to the committee ou Fi- 
nance. . l i 

Mr. Sutherland moved to adjourn yntil 9 o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S S., the Pouse adjowned until 
7 o'clock, P. M. 
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Howse met; roll called; quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill for the relief ofthe heirs 
of Patsey Lewis, wastaken up, read a third time.and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Fannin, the bill for the relief of 
Charles B. Snow, was taken up, and the amendments of the 
Senate concurred in. . 

On motion of Mr. Smith of F., the bill providing for and 

regulating arbitrations aud references, was.taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill for the incorporation of the 
town of Henderson, was taken up, and the amendment of the 
Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill for the relief of Philip 
Potter, was taken up on its second reading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wailace, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. 

Te House ‘proceeded to the special order of the day— 
being the bill for the permanent defence of the south-western 
frontier. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole—Mr. Scurry in the chair. ’ 

The committee rose, reported progress, and asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the subject 5 re- 
port adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the bill was indefinitely post- 
poned, 

The select committee, H. McLeod chairman, to whom was 
referred the bill proposing a reduction of the tariff, and fixing 
the rates of imposts, reported the same back to the House, 
with amendments, and recommended its passage. 

The- bill was taken up, and the amendments of the com- 
mittee adopted; and bill passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of F., the bill for the relief of G. 


Elley was taken up. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson, the House’ adjourned until 9 
o'clock; to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY; January 31, 1845, 


“The House met purshant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain—the roll being called, the following members “an- 
swered to.their names, io wit: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of B. , Cunningham, Erath, 
‘Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson 
of 5., "Jones of G., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Mil- 
lican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, 
‘Sutherland, Smyth of J. Wallace, Williams and Williamson. 

A quorum present ; Journals of the Preceding day read and 
adopted. 

The committee on Public Lands, Geo. Sutherland chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Willis Stewart, W. C. Pe- 
ters and John J. Smith, trustees of the Texas Emigrating and 
Land Company, believing that it had been presented at too late 
a period of the session, reported the same back to the House, 
and begged to be discharged from the further consideration of 
the same ; adopted. 

The committee on the State of the Republic, James W. Hen- 
derson chairman, to whom was referred the bill to authorize 
the President t receive volunteers into the service of the Re- 
public, reported the same baek to the House, and recommended 
its indefinite postponement; report adopted. 

The committee on Finance, John S. Ford, one of the com- 
‘mittee, to whom was referred a bill toregulate license taxes, &ce. 
reported the same back to the House, and recommended its pas- 
sage. 

‘On motion of Mr. Ex rath, the bill was taken.up. © ` 

Mr. Scott moved to fill the first blank with, “1st day of April, 
1845.” 

Mr. Menefee moved toamend by inserting “ 1850 ; ;” lost, and 
Mr. Scott’s amendment adopted. 

Mr. Wallace moved to amend by inserting the following : 

“ Provided, ‘That more than five boarders shall be accommo- 
dated therein at the same time.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Smith of Fannin, moved the indefinite postponement of 
the bill; lost. i 

Mr. Sutherland moved to strike out the last section. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows: 

à . 
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P Erath, Ford, Hardin, Johnson of G., Jones of 
G., McFarlane, Menefee, Millican, Sutherland, Wallace and 
Williamson—11. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Dunn, Ford, Gage, Hendérson, Johns, Johnson of 
S., Jones of San Patricio, Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, 
Moffett, Ogden, Perkins Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smith 
of Fannin, Smyth of J, Truit and Williams—27. 

So the motion was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill was passed to a third 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a third time, and passed. 

The committee on Finance, S. L. Jones one of the commit- 
tee to whom was referred the bill to exempt the steam ship 
Er S. McKim from the payment of tonnage duties, reported 

unfavorably ; which report was adopted. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 


port: g 


CommiTTEE Room, 
January 30; 1845. ? 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
found correctly enrolled, the following act and joint resolu- 
tions, to wit: 

Joint resolution for the relief of Sam. Ricker, Jr. 

Joint resolution for the reliet of Capt. Eli. Chandler, and: 
others ; 

Joint resolution to provide for the organization of Goliad 
county 5. ° 

Joint resolution for the reliefof J. C. Neill ; and, 

_ An act for the better of customs ; 

* The first of which were signed by the Speaker of the House 
and President of the Senate, the kalance ,were signed by the 
Speaker of the House and President pro tem of the Senate, and 
were thisday presented to his Excellency the President for his 


* approval, 
S. W. PERKINS, 
One of the Committee. 
Adopted. i i 
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The committee on Engrossed Bills made the following re- 
port: . 


~ CommırreE Room, } 
January 31, 1845. ? , 
To the Honorabie John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
The committee on Engrossed Bills have examined, 
A bill supplementary to an act to incorporate the Texas 
Trading and Mining Company ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of the Wesleyan College ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of R. S. Neighbors ; also, ` 
A bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of Hugh 
S. Hope, sheriff of Harrison county, and Jerry Hood, sheriff’ ‘of 
Milam county, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
A. H. JONES, 
One of the Committee. 
Adopted 


The House then proceeded to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The motion to re-consider the vote indefinitely postponing 
the Census bill, being the special order of the day, it was taken 
u 

"On motion of Mr. Jones of San Patricio, a call of the House 
was nade. y 

Mr. Scurry moved to suspend the call; lost. 

A full House—the call was suspended. 

Mr. Armstrong moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table until Satu rday, 4 o'clock P. m. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of B, Cunning- 
ham, Dann, Erath, Johnson of Goliad, Jones of G., Jones of 
San Patricio, Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, 
- Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of 
Jasper ‘and Williams—21. ; 

Noes--Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of R., Ford, Gages 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of S., Means, Millican ; 
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Moffett, Sadler Scott, Scurry, Truit, Wallace and . Wilkam- 
son—l18. 

So the motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule to take in no new busi- 
ness after the 25th inst. was suspended. 

Mr. Cazueau, by leave, introduced a bill supplementary to an 
act for the frontier protection ; read a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved a further suspension of the rule. 

The Ayes and Noes being called thereon, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of B., Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Er ath, Ford, 
Gage, Heriderson, Johns, Johnson of G. "Jones of G, Jones of 
S. P, Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, 
Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Sutherland, 
Smith of F., Smyth of J., Trait, Williams and Williamson—34. 

Noes— Messrs. Hardin, Johnson. of S., McLeod, Scurry and 
Wallace—d. z 

i the rule was suspeaded, and bill read a third time and pass- 

e 


Mr. Sutherland offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That all committees, standing and select, also all 
members having in their possession any papers or documents 
belonging to the House, shall be required to report, or hand in 
mo same to-morrow morning, SALAT Ast February. 

* Adopted. : i 

Mr. Gage offered the following resolution : g 

Resolved, ba y the House of Representatives, That no motion 
coming from any member ofthis House shall be put to the 
House by the Speaker, unless such member, at the time of ma- 
king such motion, shall be at his proper place, or at the fire 

lace. 
a Which was, on motion of Mr. Williamson, laid on the table. 

The bill for the relief of G.-Elley wastaken up on its second 
reading, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of F., the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed.. 

. The bill to establish the limits of the Mercer Colony was ta- 

ken up, and the House receded from their amendments. 
-The bill for the relief of T. Jefferson Chambers was taken up, 
and the House receded from their amendments, 
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The bill amendatory of the several acts to raise a. revenue by 
impost duties,.was taken up on its third reading. | 

in McFarlane moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill; lost. 

Mr. Means moved the previous question—shall the main ques- 
tion be now put ?—was put and carried. 

The main question being the passage of the bill, 

The Ayes and Noes were called, and stood thus : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B, 
Cooke of R.; Cunningham, Erath, Gage, Henderson, Johns; 
Johnson of S, Jones of G., Jones of S, P, McLeod, Mabry, 
Means, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, 
ot , Scurry, Sutherland gomyth of J., 'Truit and Williams— 


Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Dunn, Johnson ot G., Lewis, Mc- 
Farlane, Millican, Smith of F, Wallace and Williamson—10. 

So the bill passed. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas R. Townsend was taken up, 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the reliefof John Robinson was taken up, read a 
third timeand passed. 

The bill for the relief of Bertholett, Heald & Co. was taken 
up, read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Helena Nelson was taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 

The committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill 
for raising a hospital at Galveston, reported it back, with a sub- 
stitute, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr, McLeod, the bill was taken up, and sub- 
stitute adopted. 

The main i pemg the engrossment of the bill, was 
put, and carried. 

Mr. Henderson moved the previous question—shall the main 
question be now put?—was put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. MeLeod, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read a third time. 

Mr. Menefge moved the previous question—shali the main 
question be now put?—was put and carried. 

The main question being the passage of the bill, the Ayesand 
Noes were called, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong,: Bourland, Cazneau, 
Cooke of R., Cunningham, Duan, Ford, Gage, Henderson, 
Johns, Johnson of G., J Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P; 
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Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Means, -Menefee, Moffett, 
Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Smyth of J, Trnit 
- and Williams—30. 

. Noes—Messrs. Cooke of R., Hardin, Millican, Scurry, Suth- 
erland, Wallace and Williamson—7. 

So the bill passed, 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution : 

Resolved; That the Clerks, Reporter, Sergeant-at-Arms and 
Door-Keeper, of the House of Representatives, be allowed one 
dollar in addition to the pay fixed by law, the same to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of Congress, upon the Chief Clerk’s 
certificate. 

Mr. Millican moved to lay the resolution on the table ; lost. 

F The Ayes and Noes being called‘for on the adoption of the 
resolution, stood as follows: , 

Ayes—Miessrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Gooke of B., Cooke of R., 
Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johnson of G., Jones of G, Jones of 
S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Means, Moffett, Ogden, Per- 
kins, Robinson, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Williams "and Wil- 
liamson—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Speer Armstrong, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Hardin, Johns, Mabry, Menefee, Milliean, Sadler, Smyth of J., 
Truit and Wallace—!3.__ 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion or Mr. Means, the House adjourned until 3 o’clock 
P, M. 


To o 3 o’clock, P. m. 


House met pursuant to adjournment; roll called; quorum 
present. 
’ A message was received from his Excellency the President, 
through his private Secretary, Mr. S. Z. Hoyle. 

A message was received from, the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill supplementary, to‘an act for the protection of the fron- 
tier ; 

“A bill'to provide for the issuance of patents to assignees: 

The bill to repeal the 4th and.5th sections of an act approved’ ’ 
January 27th, 1842; whieh act was supplementary to the seve- 
ral acts to raise:arevenue by impost duties, was'taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 
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The bill granting certain privileges to licensed Houses was 
taken up, and read athird time. 

Mr. Lewis of Montgomery, moved to lay iton the tables 
until the Fst of March. 

The Ayes and Noes-being called for, stood as follows ; ; 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Cooke of R., Cunning- 
ham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns; Jobn- 
son of G., Tousen of B., Jonesof S. P., Lewis, MeF arlane, 
Mabry, Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scot, Smith of F., Smyth of J " Fruit Wallace and Wil- 
ane o0. 

Noes—Mr,. Sutherland—t. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the call was suspended, 

On motion of Mr. Jones of S. P., the message of bis Excel- 
lency, the President, was taken up and read, as follows yr 


Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, January 31st, 1845. \ 


To the Honorable the House of Representatives : 

In pursuance of a resolution of the Honorable House, re- 
ceived on the 17th instant, the Executive transmits a commu- 
nication trom the Hon. Secretary of State, ad interim, with ac- 
companying documents, which comprizes all the information 
in possession of the government in relation thereto. — . 

ANSON JONES, 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S. ., the message and accom- 
panying documents in relation to the contract of C. Fenton 
Mercer, &c., were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the bill to change the system of 
assessing and collecting taxes, was taken up, and the amend- 
ments of the committee adopted. 

Mr. Jones ‘of S. P., moved to strike out all after the ward 
“act,” in 17th line, lst section ; adopted. . ` 

Mr. Cunningham moved to strike out all'after collector; i 
a line, to the word “' and,” in 10th line, tst section ;. adept-- 
ed. 

Mr. Menefee moved to lay the bill on the table. 
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The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Dunn, Erath, Johns, Johnson of 
G., Jones of G., McFarlane, Mabry, Menetes, Millican, Og- 
den, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Sutherland, Smitrof F., Wil- 
liams and Williamson—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Botrland, Cooke of 
B., Cooke of R., Cunningham, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Hender- 
son, Johnson af Sa Jones ofS. P., .Lewis, McLoed, Means, 
Moffett, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J. .„ Fruit and Wallace—21. 

Lost. 

Messrs. Johnson of S., Lewis of Montgomery and Cun- 
ningham, offered amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Perkins, the bill and amendments were 
réferred to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Perkins, 
Johnson of S., Cunningham, Smyth of J., Jones of B. P., 
Menefee and Armstrong. 

On motion of Mz. Lewis of Montgomery, the committee 
were instructed to report to-morrow, by 3 o'clock, P. M. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate had adopted and amended the substi- 
tute ofthe bill amendatory of the several acts om impost du- 
lies; and, 

A bill making navy scrip receivable for dues to the, gov- 
ernment, that accrued prior to Ist February, 1842, with 
amendments ; and, 

That the Senate had rejected the bill for the relief of the 
“Mier eae 

The bill amendatory of the several acts on impost duties 
was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate coucurred. 
in. 

Mr. Henderson moved to take up the bill to repeal añ act 
to enforce costs'in the Supreme Court. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the House adjourned - until tos 
morrow morning, 10. œ clock. 


- 
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SATURDAY, Feb. 1, 10 o’clock, A. M. ; 


The House met pursuantto adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain; the roll being called, the following members an- . 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of R., Cun- 
ningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johns, John- 
son of S., Jones of G. Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, MiHi- 
can, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Suther- 
land, Smyth of J., Wallace and Williams. 

A quorum present : Journals of the preceding day read and 
adopted, 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the.passage of, 

A bill for the relief of Calvin Boales, D. Dawson and others ; : 

A bill for the benefit of De Kalb College ; 

A bill for the relief of Edward Teal; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Daniel R. Jackson : 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Somervell ; 

A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Latham ; 

A bill to charter the Nacogdoches University, with amend- 
ments ; 

A bill for the reliefof Wm. Lakey, with amendments ; 

A bill for the relief of James Morgan, with amendments; 

A bill to incorporate the Matagorda University, with amend- 
ments; and, 

A bill supplementary to an act, creating the county of Rusk, 
approved 16th January, 1843, and amendatory to an act supple- 
mentary to the former, approved 3d January, 1844, with amend- 
ments. 

. The bill for the relief of James Morgan was taken up, and 
the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of Wm. Lakey was taken up, and the 
amendments of the Senate concurred in, 

The bill to charter the Nacogdoches University was taken 
up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

The bill to.incorporate the Matagorda University was taken 
_ up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred in 

The bill to provide for the issuance of Patents to assignees, 
was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred™in. 
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The:bill making navy serip receivable: fot all dues to the gov- 
ernment, that accrued prior to ist February, 1842, was taket 
up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. `` ; 

The bill supplementary to an act creating the.courity., of 
Rusk, approved 16th January, 1843, and amendatory to an 
act, supplementary ‘fo the former, approved January 3d, 
1844, was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate con- 
curred in. * na 

The bill granting land to emigrants was taken up, aa laid 
on the table. 

The bill for the relief of the” Wesleyan College, was taken 
up and read a third time. 

Cee of G., moved the’ indefinite. postponement. of 
tne DI F 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes-—Messrs. Cunningham, Dunn, Johnson of G., Jones 
- of G. and Sutherland—®. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, ‘Covke of B., Cooke-of 
R:, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Hea dersou. Johns, Johnson 
of S., Jones of.S., P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins. Robinson, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J., K Wallace and Wiliams— 

29. ; ; 

Lost—and bill passed. i ' : 

-= + The bill to authorize the erection of gates in certain cases, 
was taken up, and laid on the table. 

The bill to provide for the revision ofthe civil laws, and 
for the formation ofa coming code, was taken up and read z a 
first time, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a second time. 

Mr. Armstrong offered the following amendment: “ Provi- 
ded, that such suggestions shall be based on Common Law p 
rejected. 

Mr. McLeod ‘moved to amend: byi T after “6 deat 
ments,” “for the year 1845 ;°* adopted. ' > 
- ‘Mr. Armstrong offered an amendment.’ 

Mr. Williamson ‘moved the previous qyestion. - 

Sal the main, ace be how diss oe ‘Pat and’ car 
ried. .. 
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The main question being the pasage of the bill to a-third 
reading, was put, and carried. BE : 
` Mr. Armstrong moved tolay the bill on the table; lost. 

Mr. Johnson of S., moved a suspension of the rule 

‘The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood: as follows.:  - 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bourland, Cooke of R., Erath, 
Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of S., Jones 
of S. P., Lewis, Means, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, Robinson, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit and 
Williamson—24. | 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Cooke of B., Cunningham, 
Dunn, Jones of G., Mabry, Menefee, Perkins, Wallace and 
Williams—10, 

So the rule was suspended, and bill read a third time and 
passed. 

A committee from the Senate, announcing that the Senate 
would meet the House this evening, at 3 o’clock, for the pur- 
pose of electing a Judge for the 6th Judicial District. 

The select committee, S. W. Perkins chairman, to whom 
was referred the bill to change the system of assessing and 
collecting taxesy reported the same back to the House, with 
a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S., the bill was taken up, and 
the substitute adopted. 

Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S., the.rule was suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. 
~ Qn motion of Mr. McLeod, the rule to take in no new busi- 
ness after the 25th January, was suspended. 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, introduced a bill forthe relief of 
J. Antonio Navarro; read a first time. .. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a second time, and ordered to be engrossed. 

‘On motion-of Mr. McLeod, the rule was further suspended, 
biil read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Calvin Boales, D. Dawson and 
others, was taken up, and read a first time. , 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the rule was suspended, bill:read a 
second time, and passed to a third reading. ` 
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On motion’ of Mr. Erath, the-rule was further suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed. x | 
Mr. Armstrong offered a resolution deferring the time for the 
élection of a. Judge forthe 6th Judicial Distriet,~intil Mon- 
day, 4 o’clock, P. m. l l 
i Mr. Williamson moved to lay the resolution Gn-the table ; 
ost, o o - : 
The Ayes and Noes being called on the adoption of the 
resolution, stood as follows: . 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Gooke of R., Dunn, 
Johnson of G., Johnson of S., Jones of S. P., McLeod, Ma- 


bry; Ogden, Sutherland, Smyth of J., Truit and Williams— 
14 


Noes—Messrs.-Bourland, Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Jones of G., Lewis, Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Perkins, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Wallace 
and Williamson—19. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill to repeal the Exchequer system, with amendments ; 

A. bill to incorporate the Texas Cotton and Woolen Manu- 

facturing Company, with amendments ; 

The bill amending the Constitution; and, ; 
< A bill authorizing the County Courts to cause the field- 
notes-in the County Surveyor’s office to be transcribed in a 
well bound book; and, i E 

That the Senate-had concurred in the amendments of the 
House, tothe bill to provide for the revision of the civil laws, 
and for the formation of a criminal code. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., offered the following resolution : 

Be it resolved, That the thanks of this House be tendered to 
J. B. Miller, Esq., late-‘Secretary ofthe Treasury, and the ' 
agents employed by ‘him, fer the prompt and-efficient man- 
ner in which the duty devolving upon them, under an act 
passed during the last session of Congress, for the relief of 
the Mier prisoners, were discharged ; and, that a -copy .of 
this resolution be forwarded to each of the parties who were 
engaged in carrying the act into effect. _ 

Mr. ‘Seurry moved! to insert the name of Sam Houston; 


adopted, 


$ 


372 


On motion of , Mr: Williamson, the House ‘adjourned nuntii 
half aior 2 o'clock P. m. i 


~ .. Half pasi 2 o'clock, P. M.. 


House met; roll called ; quorum present. 

A message was: received from the Senate, informing the. 
House of the passage of 

A bill to authorize the Ai to settle the accounts of: 
Hugh S. Hope, Sheriff of Harrison county, ‘and Jerry Hood, 
Sheriff of Milam county, with amendments; . 

A bill for the relief of Susan Parker, and Mrs. Jobn W, 
Smith; and, . 

A bill to extend the powers of Constables ; and, 

That the Senate had concurred in the amendments of the 
House, to the bill.to repeal the 4th and 5th sections ofan act, 
approved, 27th January, 1842, which act was supplementa- 
ry to an act, to raise a revenue by impost duties, approved, 
5th February, 1840; and, also, to 

A bill providing for and regulating arbitrations and refer- 
ences. 

The resolution before the House, at the time of the adjourn- 
ment, was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid on the table. 

Thé committee on Engrossed Bills made the tollowing report : 


COMMITTEE Room, 
January 31, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Engrossed Bills’ have ‘examined, 
‘ A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Patsey Lewis, 
deceased ; and, 


A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Philip koreti: 
and find the same correctly engrossed. ` l 
i a WILLIAM L CAZNEAU, > , 
ee One of the Committee. 


pase 3 


Adopted. 


` “Tie committee on: Enrolled Bills made the. tolowiag i 


4 


Sous Room, 


: February 1, 1845. t l 


To ‘is Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
correctly enrolled, the following bills and joint resolutions : 

Joint resolation requiring the President to appoint an addi- 
tional Notary Public for the county of Gonzales and Fort 
Boggy, in Robertson county ; 

Joint resolution for the relief of L. S. Hargous, and others; 

An act making appropriations for the support of government 
for the year one ‘thousand eight hundred and forty-five; 

An act to allow Thomas Robinson to adopt a certain child 
therein named. 

They having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President pro tem. ofthe Senate, were, this 
day, presented to his Excellency, the President, for his appro- 


val. 
~ §. W. PERKINS, 
One of the Committee. 


COMMITTEE Room. i 


February 1, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. | Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of epas ; 

The committee on Enrolled Bills. have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, the following bills and resolutions: > 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Joan Robinson; 

A joint resolution explanatory ef an appropriation made by 
an act-making appropriations for the support of the Govern- 
ment for the year eighteen hundred and for ty- two, approved. 
3d February, 1842; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act incorporating the 
‘town of Bastrop; 

- Abill to be en titled. an act for the relief of Thomas Tomlin- 
ane 3 . 
` Aejoint resolution: for ‘the relief of Helena Nelson, 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 


i 
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tatives and President of the Senate, and were. presétited to the 
President of the Republic, this day, for his approval. ` 
B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE Room, 
February 1, 1845. ! 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, . 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee om Enrolled -Bills have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, i 

A bill to be entitled an act for the incorporation of the town 
of Henderson, in the county of Rusk; . 

A billto be entitledan act for the re-organization of the General 
Land Office ; i 

A. bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an aet to be en- 
titled an act for the protection of the frontier ; 

_ A bill to be entitled an act supplementary tothe several acts 
relative to direct taxation; — 

A joint resolution for the relief of Charles B: Snow; 

A bill to be entitled an act supplementary to an act to estab- 
lish the eastern boundary line of Rusk county, and for other 
purposes ; and, 

A bill to be entitled an act amendatory of an act to establish 
the Marshall University. | 

They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, and President of the Senate, and were presented this 
day to the President of the Republic. for his approval. 


B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


Reports adopted. 

Mr. Robinson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House be authorized 
to hire a room, during the recess of Congress, for the use and 
occupancy of the Secretary of the Senate, and said Chief Clerk, 
for the transaction of their busiaess, and the security of the pa- 
pers and property of the Congress—the rent to be paid out of, 
the contingent fund of Congress ; adopted. f 

The committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Austin county, and resolutions 
and report of the committee on the State of the Republic, report- 
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ed the-same back to the House, and begged ‘to be ee 
from the further consideration of the same, l 
Adopted. ` 


Mr. Armstrong offered the following resolution ;' 

Be it resolved, That the Senate be requested © ‘sSstpone the 
election of Judge for the 6th Judicial District, until Monday 
next, at 11 o'clock ; and, that this House agree to go into said 
election at that time, and, that the Chief Clerk immediately in- 
form the Senate of this resolution, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for on the adoption of the 
resolution, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cazneau, Cooke of R, 
Cunningham, Dunn, Hardin, Henderson, Johnson of G., John- 
son of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, 
Means, Menetee, Millican, Ogden, Scott, Smith of F. , Smyth of 
J., Truit and Williams—23. 

"Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cooke of B., Erath, Ford, Gage, 
Johns, Moffett, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, Seury, Sutherland, 
Wallace and Williamson—14, 

So the resolution was adopted. 


The bill to authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of 
Hugh S. Hope, Sheriff of Harrison county, and Jerry Hood, 
Sheriff of Milam county, was, on motion of Mr. Scott, taken up, 
and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. 

Mr. Erath offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the door-keeper of the House of Representa- 
tives, be allowed one dollar per day, for cutting wood and fur- 
nishing water, and other services, to be paid out of the contin- 
gent fund of Congress ; adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S., the vote deferring the elec- 
tion of Judge, was re-considered ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of 5., laid on the table, 

Mr. Williamson moved the appointment ofa committee, to 
wait upon the Senate, and inform them that the House is now 
ready to go into the election of Judge, for the 6th Judicial 
District. 

On motion of Mr. Means, Monday, 12 o'clock, was inserted, 
and the motion adopted. 
Messrs. Bourland and Ford were appointed the somes: 

: On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill to repeal the Exchequer 
system, was taken up, and the amendments of the Senate con- 
curred in, 
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Mr. Lewis, of Montgomery, offered the following resolution : 

` Resolved, That the seal of secrecy be removed ‘from the pro- 
ceedings of the last session of Congress, on the subject of an- 
nexation, so far as the House of. Representatives i is concerned. 

Mr. Williamson moved to lay the eeeanon on the table ; 
lost. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. Scurry moved to take up the motion, to re-consider the 
vote indefinitely postponing the census bill. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr, Williamson moved to suspend the ċall; lost. 

On motion, of Mr. Scurry, the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, a committee was appointed to res 
ceive the votes of absent members. 

Messrs. Scurry and Cazneau, were appointed the committee. 

-A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill for the relief of J. Antonio Navarro ; 

` A bill to incorporate the town of SRH the county seat of La- 
mar county ; 

A bill for the relief of G. Elley; i 

A bill for the relief of C. B. Acklen, and C. R, Perry; 

A bill for the relief of Abel Morgan ; 

A bill to- incorporate the Rusk county Academy, with amend- 
ments ; 

A bill to TT in part, and to amend the 14th section of an 
act, to'raise a public revenue by direct taxation, approved, 16th 
January, 1840, with amendments; 

A bill for. the relief of George W. Charles & A. H. Sevier, 
with amendments; and, 

A bill to change in part the times of holding the District 
Courts, in the 5th Judicial District, with amendments; and, 

That the Senate had rejected the Dill for the appointment of 
a Commissioner, for certain purposes. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call efthe House was made. 

Mr. Lewis of Austin, moved to adjourn until Monday morr- 
ing, 10 o’clock ; lost. 

Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until half after 9 o'clock, 
Monday morning. 

-The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows: 

ka Cooke of A eee Dunn, Brath, Japas 


ar? 


of Q, Jones of 8, P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, 
Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of F. and Williamson—I5. | 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, - Armstrong, -Bourland, - Cazneatt, 
Cooke of R., Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson 
af S., Means, Millican, Moffett, Sadler, Scott, Scuery,;-Smyth of 
J., Trait, Wallace and Williams—21. 

So the motion was lost. s 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the call was suspended. 

The Ayes and Noes being called on the motion to take up the 
motion to reconsider the vote, indefinitely postponing the census 
bill, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of R, 
_ Ford, Gage, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Means, Millican, Moffett, 
Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Smyth of J., Truit and Wallace—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cunningham, Dunn, 
Erath, Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, 
Mabry, Menefee, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sutherland, Smith 
of F., Williams and Williamson—19. 

So the motion was lost. 

. Mr. Williamson moved to adjourn until Monday morning, 
10 o’clock. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, ‘Cooke of R., Dunn, Erath, Mene- 
fee, Millican, Ogden, Willams and Williamson—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cooke of Bexar, Ford, Gage, Har- 
din, Henderson, Johnson of Shelby, Jones of Gonzales, Jones 
of San Patricio, McLeod, Mabry, Means, Moffett, Perkins, Rob- 
inson, Sadler, Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of Fannin, 
Smyth of J., Truit and Wallace—24. 

So the motion was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the billto provide the times and 
place of holding the sessions of the Supreme Court was taken 
up, and read a third time. 

Mr. Williamson moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill, and proceeded to debate the question, = 

Mr. Henderson moved the previous question. 

The Speaker decided Mr. Williamson to be in order, and en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr, Johnson of Shelby, appealed from the decision of th 
ehair: and, 

The appeal was sustained. 

Thequestion—shall the main question be now put?—wWas 
put and carried, 
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The main question being the passage of the bill, was putand 

carried. 
On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule to take in no new business 

after the 25th January, was suspended. sO 

Mr. Scurry offered the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That itis the opinion of the House of Representa- 
tives, that the. emergency having ceased, in order to restore 
tranquillity and harmonize the public mind, as well as to unite 
the public Archives—the President should immediately, upon 
the adjournment of the present Congress, return to the City of 
Austin, together with the Heads of Departments, and. all the 
Archives at this place—and that this removal will give general 
satisfaction to the whole people of Texas. 

Mr. Armstrong moved tolay the resolution on the table, 

The Ayes and Noes being called thereon, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Hardin, Johns, Mabry, Menefee, 
Millican, Moffett, Sutherland and Smyth of J,—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B, Cunning- 
ham, Dunn, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johnson of S., Jones of 
G., Jones of S. P., McLeod, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sadler, 
Scott; Scurry, Smith of F., Truit, Wallace, Williams and Wil- 
liamson—2Z3: 

So the motion was lost. 

The Ayes and Noes were called for on the adoption of the 
resolution, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstroug, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., 
Cunningham, Dunn, Hrath, Ford, Gage, Johnson of G., John- 
son of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mc- 
Leod, Mabry, Menefee, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Robinson, Sad- 
ler, Scott Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truit, 
Wallace, Williams and Williamson—32. 

Noes-— Messrs. Cooke of R., Hardin, Henderson, Johns, and 
Millican—5. i 

So the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the bill to incorporate the Rusk 
county Academy, was taken up. . 

Mr. Millican moved to adjourn until Monday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Hardin, Henderson, 
Millican, Truitand Williams—7, l 

Noes—Messrs, Cazneau, Cooke of R, Cunningham, Ford, 
Gage, Johnson of S., Jones of G., Jones of S. P., McLeod, Ma- 
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bry, Menefee, Moffatt, Ogden, Perkins, Scott, Sutherland, Smith 
of F., Smyth of J., Wallace and Williamison—20. 

So. the motion was lost. 

The amendments of the Senate, to the bill under considera- 
tion, were then taken up, and concurred in, aaa 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill to repeal in part, and to 

amend the 14th section ofan act, to raise a public revenue by 

direct taxation, approved, 16th January, 1840, was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Smyth of J., the House adjourned until 10 
o’clock, Monday morning. 


Monpay, February 3, 10 o'clock a. m. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by the 
Chaplain ; the roll being called, the following members an- 
swered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke 
of B., Cooke of R., Cunningham, Dunn, Erath, Ford, Gage, 
Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of $., 
Jones of G., Jones of &. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mabry, 
Means, Menefoe, Milhcan, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, Sadler, 
Scott, Scurry, Sutherland, Smith of F., Truit, Wallace and 
Williams. 

A quorum present; Journals of Saturday read and adopted. 

Mr. Bourland moved a suspension of the rule, to take in 
no new business after the 25th January. 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Garneau. Cooke of B., Cooke of 
R., Erath, Ford, Gage, Henderson, Johnson of S., Jones of 
G., Jones ofS.. P., Lewis, McLeod, Mabry, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Sadler, Scurry, Smith of F., Truit and Williams— 
22. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cunningham, Dunn,. Hardin, 
Johns, Menefee, Millican, Sutherland and Wallace—9. 

So the rule was suspended. 

Mr. Bourlaud, by leave, introduced a bill to revive a cer- 
tain act therein named + ; read a first time. 
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Of ‘motion of Mr. Bourland, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read a second time. 

Mr. McLeod offered a substitute for the original bill, which 
was adopted, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., moved a further suspension ep the 
rule, 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, sod as follows : 

-Ayes—Messrs. Bourland, Cazneau, Cooke of B., Cooke of 
R., Ford, Henderson, Johnson of S. Jones of G., Tones of S. 
P., Lewis, McFarlane, McLeod, Mabry, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Sadler, Scurry, Smith of F., Truit-and Williams— 
Ol: 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cunningham, Dunn, 
Erath, Gage, Hardin, Johns, Means, Menefee, Millican, 
Scott, Sutherland and Wallace—14, 

So the motion was lost. 


A message was received from the Senate informing the 
House of the passage of the following bills: 

A bill supplementary to an act, “defining the jurisdiction 
and powers of the District Courts, approved, 22d HEE RDOT 
1836 ; 

"A bill supplementary to an act, to open and establish a 
National Road, approved th February, 1844 ; 

A bill supplementary to an act, to incorporate the Texas 
Trading and Mining Company ; and, . l 

That the bill for the relief of Robert Pace, had been re- 
jected. 

Mr. Gage presented a number of resolutions, from the citi- 
zens of the county of Rusk, in favor of annexation, which were 
referred to the committee on Foreign Relations. 

The bill to extend the powers of Constables, was-taken up, 
and the amendments of the Senate concurred in. , 

The bill to repeal in part, and amend the 14th section of 
an act, to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, was taken 
up, and the amendments of the Senate concurred ia. 

The bill to incorporate the. Texas Cotton and Woolen 
Manufacturing Company, was taken up, and the amendments 
of the Senate concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the bill amendatory of an act, to 
provide for the establishment atid maintenance of peace, and 
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to regulate friendly intercourse with the Indiang, was taken 
up, and the amendments of the committee adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Erath, the rule was suspended, bill read 
a third time and passed. 

The committee appointed to wait upon the Senate, and in- 
vite them to meet the House. at 12 o’clock, for the purpose of 
electing a Judge for the 6th Judicial District, reported duty 

erformed. 

The bill for the relief of Gorge W., Charles & A. H. Se- 
v was taken up, and the amendment of the Senate concur- 
red in. 

The bill to` incorporate the Texas Trading and Mining 
Company was taken up, and the amendments ofthe Senate 
conĉurred in. 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That one hundred and fifty copies ot the contract ` 
entered into with Charles Fenton Mercer, for the coloniza- 
tion of alarge tractõf country, on the waters of Red River, 
Trinity and “Sabine Rivers, and of the several acts referred to 
therein, as the authority on which it was made, be printed, 
for the use of the members of the House of Representatives ; 
adopted.. 

Mr. Jones of S. P., offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the seal of ` secrecy be removed from the 
proceedings of the last Congress, so far as it relates to the 
appropriation for the relief of the Mier prisoners ; and ‘that ` 
the same be made public, exceptso faras the names of the 
agents, who reside in foreign countries, are concerned ; 
adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, oru the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill to extend the franking privilege to certain persons 
therein. named-;-and, - 

A bill to establish a Hospital at Galveston. 

Mr. Truit offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the House of Representa- 
fives, be authorized to pay to B. M. Hartfield, out of the con- 
tingent fund of the House of Representatives, the sum of One. 
hundred dollars, for and in consideration ofthe use and occu- 
pancy of the bilding furnished by him, for the House of Rep- 


382- 


resentatives, for the ninth Congress: this act to take effect 
from and after its passage; adopted. 
The committee on Enrolled, Bills made the. following re- 
ports: “4 
s # 
‘CoMMIT TEE ae 
February 3, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
: - Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
found correctly enrolled, E ; 

A. bill to be entitled, an act to incorporate the Matagorda 
University ; l . 

A joint resolution for the relief of Antonio Navarro ; 

A bill to be entitled, an act fer the incorporation of the town 
of Paris, the county seat of Lamar county ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of C. B. Acklin, and C. R. 
Perry; l 

ha act, supplementary to an act, creating the county of 
Rusk, approved, 16th January, 1843; and amendatory to an 
act, supplementary tothe former, approved, January 3d, 
1844 ; i ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of G. Elley ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Susan Parker, and Mrs. 
J. W. Smith; 

A joint resolution for the relief of William Lakey; and, 

A bill to be entitled, an act supplementary to an act, to 
incorporate De Kalb College. 

‘They were signed by the Speaker ofthe House of Repre- 
sentatives, and President of the Senate, and were presented 
to the President of the Republig, this day, for his approval, 

; B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE Room, 
February :8, 1845. 


Fo the. Honoratile John MM. Lewis, — - - l 
Speaker of the House of Representatives:  - 
- The committee on Bnrolled Bills, have exanvined,, the 
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following bills and joint: resolutions, and found them correetly 
„enrolled, Viz: 

A joint resolution for the relief of Capt. Joln C. Hays: 

An act to. authorize the Auditor to settle the accounts of 
Hugh S. Hope, Sheriff of Harrison county and” Jeremiah 
Hood, Sheriff of Milam county, and M. H. Hardy, of Victo- 
ria county ; 

_ A joint resolution proposing Dardane to the 'Gonstitu- ` 

tion; 

An act making navy scrip receivable for dues tothe gov- 
ernment, that accruéd prior tothe Lst February, 1842 ; 

An act to charter the Nacogdoches University ; 

. An act to pravide for the issuance of patents, to assignees ; 
An act for the incorporation of the Rusk county Academy ; 
A joint resolution for the relief of James Morgan ; 

An act for the relief of Abel Morgan ; 

An act to repeal an act, entitled an act, to authorize the 
President to issue Exchequer bills, and to declare what shall ` 
be received in payment ; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Alexander Somervell : 

A joint resolution. for the benefit of the heirs of Daniel R. 
Jackson ; 

All of which were signed by the Speaker of the House ‘of 
Representatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate, the two 
first of which were, on yesterday, presented to his Excellency, 
the President, and the balance to-day, for his approval. 

S. W. PERKINS, 
One of the Committee. 

Adopted. 

The bill to extend ihe franking privilege to certain persons 

therein named, was read a first time. 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, the rule was-suspended, and 
bill read a.second time. 

Mr. Scurry moved to. amend, by i inserting “ Vice Presi- 
dents ;” adopted. 

On, motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was farther suspended, 
bill read a.third time.and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the resolutions upon the subject 
of annexation, reported by.the committee: ‘on the, State of the 
Republic, were-taken. upi’ 

Mr. Cazneau moved the adoption of the resolutions. 
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‘On motion of Mr. Menefee, a callof the House was made. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry,, Messrs. Williamson and Ro- 
binson were excused. 

: A committee appeared from the Senate, and announced 
that the Senate would be ready to gointo‘the election’ of 
Judge, for the 6th Judicial District, at 3 o’clock, this evening. 

Mr. Henderson moved a suspension ot the call; lost. 

On motion of Mr. Menefee, the call was suspended: 

A message was received from the Senate, informing *the 
House of the passage of, . ` 

A. bill to authorize the erection of a Light House, on Gal- 
veston island; and, 

A bill to authorize the transportation of goods coastwise ; 

And, that the Senate had concurred in the amendments of 
the House, to the bill to provide the times and place of hold- 
ing the sessions of the Supreme Court of the Republic; and, 
to the bill to extend the franking privilege to certain persons 
therein named. 
` The question before the House, being the adoption of the 
resolutions, upon the subject of annexation. 

Mr. Scurry moved the previous question. 

Shall the main question be now put ? 

The Ayes and Noes being called, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cicha, Dunn, Erath, Hardin, 
Henderson, Jobns, Jones of S. P., Lewis, McFarlane, Mc- 
Leod, Means, Sadler, Scott and- Scurry—16. 

Noes—Messrs. Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., Cooke 
of R., Cunningham, Ford, Gage, Johnson of G., Jounson of 
S., Jones of G., Mabry, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Ogden, 
Perkins, Sutherland, Smith of F, Smyth of J., Trait Wal- 
lace and Williams—22. 

- So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Cooke of R., moved to lay the resolutions on the table, 
until the 15th instant. 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Bourland, Cooke of B., 
Cooke of R., Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Gage, Hardin, Johns, 
Johnson of G., Jones of G., Lewis, Mabry, Menefee, Milli- 
can, Moffett, Ogden, Perkins, ‘Sadler, Sutherland, Smith of 
E., Smyth of J., Henig Wallace and Williams—27. z 
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Noes—~Messrs. Cazneau, Dunn, Henderson, Johnson of S., 
Jonés of S. P., McFarlane, McLeod, Scott and Scurry—9. 
So the resolutions were laid on the table. 
A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, , = 
A bill for the reliefof Messrs. Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & 
‘Edson ; and, = = 
A bill toadmit ice free of duty. 

On motion of Mr. Jones ofS. P., a committee was appoint- 
ed, to wait upon the Senate, and inform them that the House 
was ready to gointo the election of Judge, for the 6th Judi- 
cial District, at 3 o'clock, P. Mm. 

Messrs. Jones of S. P. and Henderson were appointed the 
committee. l i 

Qn motion of Mr. Wallace, the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of Elisha Roberts, was taken up ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham, indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Scurry presented the following statement, which was 
ordered to be put upon the journals : ; 


The undersigned, members of the House of Representa- 
tives, entertaining the opinion, that Austin is not constitution- 
ally the seat of government of this Republic, have cast their 
votes in favor of a resolution, declaring, that in the opinion 
of the House of Representatives, it isexpedient for the Ex- 
ecutive, together with the Heads of Departments, and the Ar- 
chives now at this place, to return immediately, upon the ad- 
journment of the present session of Cougress, to the eity of Aus- 
tin; and would respectfully ask leave to lay before the House 
their reasons therefor, - 


They have been long impressed with, the importance of hav- 
ing the Heads of Departments and the Archives of their respec- 
tive officés at. the same place ; atid, now, atthe close of the 
session, fully satisfied of the impossibility of passing any mea- 
sure calculated to ‘consummate this much desired object, at any 
point, other than the city of Atistin, they have united with other 
members of the House, in recommending to the Executive, as 
a course likely to subserve the public interest, and meet the ap- 
probation of a large majority of the people of the Republie; an 
immediate return to that place. Had this resolution, ke the 
oue vetoed by the President, been mandatory in. its character 
they should have felt themselves constrained to have opposed 

Y 
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it, as an undue usurpation of what they believe, under the eir- 
cumstances, the exclusive prerogative of the Exeeutive ; its 
being merely an expression of opinion, dissolves it of any ap- 
pearance of such an assumption upon.onr part, and still leaves 
him free to exercise the discretion vested in him by the Con-. 
stitution. ; i 

-The act which provides for the permanent location of the 
seat of government by the people, does not take effect or become 
operative, until 1847. - By a return of the government officers 
to the city of Austin, the now scattered and divided Archives of 
the nation may be collected together, and those now in the 
hands ofirresponsible persons, may be placed in the possession 
of those responsible for their preservation, so that when the 
people have pronounced their fiat, being under the control of the 
Executive, they can be removed to the point which may then 
be chosen, without dificulty or delay. Independently of this con- 
sideration, in the present situation of the Archives, many evi- 
dences of individual rights are’locked up and entirely unattaina- 
ble ; and, in other instances, the government is Hable to serious 
imposition from designing persons, for the want of the necessary 
evidences of the former transactions of the different Depart- 
ments, It is true, that they do not conceive the city of Austin 
to be a proper location for the.seat of government, from its want 
of centrality of position, both as regards our territorial limits 
and population; yet the important benefits to be derived by the 
public, from a re-union of the officers of the government and 
the Archives, in their estimation, far outweighs all minor con- 
siderations of this character. l 

Although their opinions have undergone no change in re- 
gard to the constitutionality of the Iocation of the seat of gov- 
ernment at the city of Austin, so ardently do they desire to see 
the public mind tranquilized, and harmony once more restored 
to our national councils: that believing that a removal by ‘the 
Executive, to the city of Austin, will go far towards destroying 
the present boundaries of party, and tend to re-unite the people: 
into one consolidated and undivided Teras party, having -for 
its abject the general welfare and .common good of the: whote 
country, they feel assured, that-they have but discharged ‘asa- 
cred duty, intending their aid-in settling, in:something like: a. 
satisfactory manner, this exciting. question which -has hithérte 
exercised a baneful and deleterious influence over the . public. 
amd. In doing this, they haye, ma ispitit of compromisey 
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yielded all personal preferences and sacrificed all personal pre- 
dilections, upon the altar of what they esteem to be their com- 
mon country’s good. Z> l 
7 ~ W. R. SCURRY. 
JOHN S. FORD. 
M. T. JOHNSON. 
- JAS. TRUIT. - 
- WM. T. SADLER. 
B. RUSH WALLACE. 
WM. T. SCOTT. 


Mr, McLeod made the following statement: 
House or Representatives, Feb. 3, 1845. 


The undersigned, member -of the House of Representa- 
tives, deems it a duty to himself and to those he represents, to 
enter the following protest, in explanation of his vote in favor 
of the act requiring the President and Heads of Departments 
to return to the-city of Austin: ` 

The President, -in his veto message of the 8th January, 
says :—IfCongress coincides with the Executive, in his views, 
he would vespectfully suggest that an appropriation of at 
least $5,000, be made atthe present session of Congress, for 
the purpose of enabling hin to remove to Austin; and place 
the public buildings there in a suitable state of repair. 

The undersigned voted for the appropriation, not becauge 
he coincides with the views of the Executive, as givén in his 
veto message, but because it is his duty to give every proper 
factlity for the removal of the public Archives to Austin, 
which the President admits to be the legal seat of govern- 
ment; a fact, which his predecessor, .(in order to palliate an 
outrage on the laws, perpetrated under the authority of as- 
sumed prerogative,) was compelled to-deny—and which ost- 
rage, it is the purpose of the veto message to excuse, by af- 
firming that the Constitution devolves on the Executive, the 
right to judge of the emergency, which requires the removal 
ofthe President and Heads of Departments, from the seat of 
government, and by assuming that to him, exclusively belongs 
the right.to say whether they should return. 


The words of the Constitution are—~“ The President and 
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Heads of Departménts shall keep their offices at the seat of 
government, unless removed by pe mission of Congress—or, 
unless in cases of emergency, in time of war, the public in- 
terest may require their removal.” e =F 

Except in cases of emergency, in time of war, the Presi- 
dent cannot remove from the seat of government, without the 
permission of Congress. ‘The Constitution intends that the 
President shall-be-subordinate in this respect to Congress; 
and it follows as a necessary inference, that the discretion 
vested in the Executive, to remove, in cases of emergency, in 
time of war, is subject tothe same restrictton. It was in- 
tended to provide for an emergency during the recess of Con- 
gress; and it follows that when Congress assembles, the 
opinion of Congress is paramount. To use the veto, which is 
a conservative power, intended to protect the pablic liberty, 
asa means for controlling and overruling tbe will of Con- 
gress ou such a question, is an abuse of the Executive pre- 
rogative, deserving the severest censuré. 


It never was intended that the President should avail him- 
self of that power, first to create a local, sectional party, and 
then to use it as so much political capital—the undersigned 
believes that the late Executive did use the removal of the 
public Archives from Austin, as a means of arraying the Hast 
against the West, and ofenlisiing as his personal partizans, 
all those who have or can be induced to believe they have ri- 
val interests to those of Austin, which is row admitted to be 
the legal seat of government. A careful examination of the 
veto message,-in the opinion of the undersigned, justifies the 
apprehension that the present Executive is tampering to fo- 
-mènt a jealousy between the East and the West—justilying 
the usurpation of his predecessor, by assuming that Congress 
interferes with his prerogative, in directing that he shall re- 
move to the seat of government, and using suggestions which 
seem to argue that he believes that the emergency contem- 
plated by the Constitution, had arisen, and that the removal 
was justifiable and proper; which, at the same time, he would 
- persuade the West, that his returnto Austin depends upon 
his opinion of the future emergency, and that that opinion will 
be favorable to them, if the West will be favorable to him. 


To the undersigned, it seems that the veto message, was 
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intended to. egtorť from ttie Wesi, a Géqcéssion i in the shape 
éfan approptiation for the removal, which the Executive de- 
signs to use as. an-admission, that Congress bas approved of 
the reasons he has given in justification of ihe removal from 
Austin, and of his refusal to return there. That the message 
is susceptible of- such a construction, all must see—that the 
veto making the appropriation will be so used, the under- 
signed fully ‘believes. That such a use of it would bea fraud 
upon Gongress, and especiaily upon, the West, all must know, 
though experience proves that this furnishes no assurance that 
it will not be so used. ` 
The undersigned, therefore) has voted for the appropria- 
tion, not because he coincides with the President’s views, 
but because itis his duty to deprive him of.every pretext, for 
refusing to remove to Austin. He enters bis most solemn 
protest z against the views set forth in the message, and especi- 
ally does he protest.against the prostitution of the veto power 
tọ. the lowest pufposes of faction—that power intended for. 
the preservation of the Constitution—of public liberty—has 
been made the instrument, in the hands of an artful dema- 
gogue, of arraying our once united Republic, | into bitter sec- 
tional parties, and of perpetrating upon the whole people, and 
upon the West especially, ‘the most crying’ injastice—the 
grossest frauds, and the most cruel and heartless oppres- 
‘sin. 


a H. McLEOD, 
` l „Representative of Galveston. 
cOn. motion of. Mr. Jones of. Se P., the bill: for’ ‘the relief of 
Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, was taken up, and read a 
frst time. 2 20+ —™ 
On motion of Mr. Jones of S; Pa the rule- was suspended, and 
bill. read a second: time, and “passed to athird reading ; and, . 
On motion of Mr:, Jones. of S.:P., the tule was further sus. 
pended, bill read a, third time ‘amd: passed.. . 
zA message, was: reteined: from: ‘thes Senkte, informing: the 
House of the passage’of'the bill td establish: Light Honse'at 
Passo. Caballo; and, that the Sendte—had »cou¢utred in! the 
endme as f tma -bill.amendatoryof antac¥ to pro- 
vide “for t aes on ia of friendly intercourse with ‘uate, 
lans, 
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a. a Half past 2 o'clock, » Po M, 


- House met;, roll cied. a quorum present, l 

On ‘motion of Mr, Sadler, the bill authorizing- the County, 
Courts to cause the field notes in the county Surveyor s office 
to be transcribed in a welt bound book, was taken up, and read’ 
a first time. 

On motion of Mr. Jones ofS. P., the rule was suspended,.and. 
bill read a second time, and passed to æ third reading: 

. On motion of Mr. Sadler, the rule was further suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed, . 

On motion of Mr, Menefee the bill prescribing the mode of 
proceeding against delinquent collectors and holder's of public 
money, was taken up. 

The Senate appéared, headed by their President pro tem, 
who was invited to a seat by the side of the Speaker.of the House, 
of Representatives, and the Senators to seats prepared for them. 

Mr. M. P. Norton was put in nomination, for Judge of the 6th. 
Judicial District. 

Mr, Perkins nominated Mr. ©. W. Buckley. 

Mr. Cazneau nominated Mr. William Lawrence. 

The Senate having voted, the, House proceeded to vote viva 
voce. E ~ 

The following members voted for Mr. M. P. Norton: 

Messrs. Speaker, Armstrong, Cookë of “Ri, Cunningham, 
Dunn, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of, Sa; Millican, Sad.. 
ler; Scott, Smyth of J. and 'Trut—14. 

. Thé following members voted for Mr. ©. W. Buckley : 

Messrs: Erath, Foid, Johnson of G.; Lewis, Moffett, ‘Ogden, 
Perkins; Scurry, Wallace and ‘Williams—10. - 

The following members voted for Mr: Wm. ‘Lawrence: - 
‘Messrs. Bourland, -Cazneatt, Ceoke.of B.,i Gage, Joties. óf G., 
Jones of. S. P. , McFatlane; McLeod; “Mabry; Menefee, gatter; 

land. and Smith of FAZ e tes 


- Mr: Norton received 7 votes in the Senate, Mt,’ Laren, a 
ceived’ 3 Votes, and Mi ‘Buckley recbivedl'L vote. Bec 


Mate 
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Neither candidate-having received a majority..of all the votes. 
My. Williams nominated Mr. Richardson Seurry. 
The two Houses proceeded to a second vote. 
- Phe following members voted:for Mr. Norton : : 
Messrs. Speaker, Arnistrong,. Cooke of Ry Oaka 
Dunn, Hardin, Henderson, Johns, Johnson of G., Johnson of 8., 
Jones of Si P.; Millican, Ogden, Sadler, Seott, Smith of FE, 
Smyth of J. and Truit—18. 
‘The folowing, members voted for Mr. Lawrence: 
Messrs. Cazneau, Cooke of Bi, Gage, Jones of G., Lewis, Me-. 
Farlane, Mcleod, Mabry, ‘Menefee and Sutherland—10. 
The following members voted for Mr. Buckley : 
_ Messrs. Perkins and Scarry—2. — 
The following members voted for Mr. R. Scurry ! 
Messrs Bou rland, Ford, Moffett, Wallace and Williams—5? 
_ Mr. Norton. received 7-votes in the Senate. Mr. Lawrence 3 
votes, and Mr. Scurry 1 vote. 
Mr. Norton having- received a majority of all the votes, was 
declared duly and*constitutionally elected Judge for the 6th Ju 
&@içial District. 
The Senate having retired, 
. Mr, McFarlane moved to adjourn sine die; lost. 
. On motion of Mr. Cunningham, the bill under consideration: 
was: laid on thẹ table, ~ 
. Mr. Johnson of S., offered the following resolution : 
. Resolved, That the thanks ofthe House of Representatives. 

be.fendered to: the: Hoh, Johh M.. Lewis , Speaker of the House, 
for the able, dignified and impartial manner in which he. has: 
presided over. the deliberations of this body. 

Mr. Cazneau moved a eall of the House. 

Mr. Johnson ofS., moved to adjourn until? o’clock, P. m.; lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Perkins, the House ađjourned until 4 
clock, P. m. 


7 o’clock,. Pe Me 


House mets, roll, called ;. quorum present... 

_A message was received from the Senate, informing: ‘the. 
House of! the p ssagg of the following bills and joint resolutions : 

A joint resolution, for, the relief.of E, MeLean;. -> 

A bill to create a hoy or parate,.and: politic, by the. Pome of 
the a Galveston Chamghgt of Commerce. ; , 
| billt to incorporate* ie ae veston ‘Guards; 
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A joint resolution-for the velief of Wm: Bryan; and, í 

A joint resolution for the relief of the Mier prisoners, with 
amendments. = ~ 

-On motion -of Mr. McLeod, ‘the bill for the relief of the Mier 
prisoners was taken tp, and the amendments of the Senate con- 
curred in. 

: On motion of Mr. Millican, the vote refasing to sismi the 
rule, to pass to a third reading a bill for the relief of certain 
officers of the government, was re-considered, rule suspended, 
bill read a third time and passed, 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, the bill for the reliefof J. F. 
Brown was taken up, and ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. - 

© motion of Mr. McLeod, the bill to abolish the office of Su- 
perintendent of Indian Affairs, was taken up on its second fead- 
ing, and ordered to be engrossed. ? 

‘On motion of Mr. Cooke of R., the rule was suspended, bill 
read a third time and passed. - 

A committee ajpeared from the Senate, and announced that 
the Senate would adjourn at 9 o'clock, and that they had ap- 
pointed a committee ‘to inform.the Pr esident of the Same, and 
requested the appointment of a like committee on the part ofthe 
House, to actin conjunction; in pursuance of whieh’ request, 
Messrs. Menefee, Moffett and Cunningham were appointed the 
committee. | 

- The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following: ré- 
ports : E 4 : 
Committee Room, ? 

February 3, 1845. i 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and found | 
correctly enrolled, - 
A bill to be entitled an act’ to atithorize the tranispértation of 
goods coastwise; ; 
A bill to be entitled ' an. act to creaté a body. corporate ; and 
politic, by the name of the Galveston Chamber ‘of Commerce ; ; 
A joint resolution forthe relief of Ej hraim ‘McLean ; ‘saat 
A bill to be entitled att act to’ incorporate the” Ga vèsti" 
Guards, city of Galestoti T - = 
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They were signéd by the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate, and were 
presented to the President of the Republic, this day, (night) 


for his approval. > : . 
B. RUSH WALLACE; Chairman. 


ComMITTEE Room, 
. February 3, 1845. ? 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and found 
correctly enrolled, 
_A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act to open 
and establish a National Road, approved 5th February, 1844; 
A bill to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to in- 
corporate the Texas Trading and Mining Company ; 
"A bill to be entitled an act, to extend the power of Constables ; 
A. bill to be éhtitled an act, defining the jurisdiction and 
‘powers of the District Courts, approved December 22d, 1836 ; 
- A bill to'be entitled an act, to incorporate the Texas Cotton 
and Woollen Manufacturing Company ; i 
A joint resolution for the relief of Edward Teal; and, - 
A bill to be entitled an act, to change in part the time of hold- 
ing the District Courts, in the õth Judicial District. 
- . They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President pro tem. ofthe Senate, and were pre- 
sented tothe President of the Republic, this day, for his ap- 
proval, l 
B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 


COMMITTEE Room, 
February 3, 1845. ? 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
~ The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
` eorrectly enrolled, the following bills and joint resolutions : 
. Joint resolution admittiag ice free of duty, into all ports of 
this Republic ; . 
R Joint resolution for the relief of George W., Charles & A. H. 
evier; l l 
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An act to authorize the erection of-a Light House on Galves- 
ton Island ; 

Joint resoiution to establish à Hospital at, Galveston, 

An act to repeal in part, and to amend the-14th section of ați 
act, to raise a public revenue by direct taxation, approved 16th 
January, A. D., 1840. 

‘They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
` tatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate, and were pre- 
sented this day to the President ofthe Republic for his approval. 


5. W. PERKINS, 
One of the Committee. 


All of Which were adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Ford, the House took a recess of an hotir’s 
duration. 

The recess having expir ed, the -House was called to order. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of, 

A bill for the relief of J. F. Brown; : 

A bill for the encouragement of learning, &c., &.; 

A bill to abolish the office of Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs; and, 

A bill for the relief of certain officers of the government. 

Mr. Caznean offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Sergeant at- ‘Arms be allowed one dollar 
per day, in addition to the paynow allowed him, and that the 
same be paid ont of the contingent fund of Congress; adopted. 

The committee on Enrolled Bills made the following re- 
port: 


COMMITTEE Room,? - 
February 3, 1845. 


To the Honorable John M. Lewis, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and 
found correctly enrolled, 

joint resolution for the Boner of the’ Mier prisoners, and 
others; 

An act-to establish a Light House ať Paso Caballo ;" 

A joint resolution for the relief of William Bryan; and, . 
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A joint resolution for the relief of certain officers of the gov- 
ernment, 
They were signed by the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives and President pro tem. of the Senate, and were, this 
night, presented tothe President of the Republie-for his appro- 


B. RUSH WALLACE, Chairman. 
se 
Adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Means, the resolution of thanks to the 
Speaker, was taken up. 

Mr. Cazneau moved to layit on the table. > 

The Ayes and Noes being called for, stood as follows : 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Johnson of G., Jones of S. P., Lewis, 
McLeod, Mabry and Ogden—7. 

Noes-~Messrs. Cunningham, Erath, Ford, Henderson, Johns, 
Johnson of S., Means, Menefee, Millican, Moffett, Scurry, Suth- 
erland, Smith of F., Smyth of J., Truitand Wallace—16. 

A quorum not being present, 

On motion of Mr. Johnson of S., a. zall ofthe House was 
made. l 

Amotion being made- for a suspension of the call. 

Mr. Cazneau insisted that the callshould not be suspended ; 
he desired a full House, when the vote of thanks was taken. 

On motion of Mr, Jones of S. P., the call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr., Cunningham, the House adjourned sine 
die. on 


